WALK THAT PLEASES GOD (PARI):
A LIFE OF PURITY
1 THEssaLoNIANS 04:01-08

Introduction

This begins a major new discussiorFinst Thessalonians- the model walk or life of the
believer The model believer walks to please Gétat does this mean? It means that he
lives as God tells him to live, that he keeps Gadmmandments. Six commandments in
particular are covered, one in this passage and five in the next passage. But note where
the emphasis is: it is on this passage, the passage where moral purity is di¥¢hgsed.

more emphasis given to the commandment on morality than to the otherafiswer is
obvious. Immorality is the rampaging monster that destroys more lives, families and nations
than any other single evilvhat God has to say is strong, and it must be heeded by all.

|.  The earnest but tender exhortation. 1A2).
lI. The commandment: Galiwill is your sanctification (V\3-5).
lll. The reasons for purity (v6-8).

I. 1 Thessalonians 041-02 BelievelsWalk: To Please God

The earnest but tender exhortatienvalk to please God, and do so more and midre.
Christian life is often described as a walNalking is a picture of moving forward and
progressing step by step and day by. digyictures the utter necessity of pleasing God
every step of the day as we walk throughout life. God is interested in every step we take.
And He is going to judge us on the basis of how we live and Whtsefore, the primary
concern of our lives must be to please God.

=> |If we please God, we will be accepted by God.
=> If we do not please God, we will not be accepted by God.

This alone shows the utter necessity of pleasing Gfednust please Him if we wish to

be accepted by Himh person is foolish not to want to be accepted by God, for to be
rejected by God leads to the worst consequences that can be imagined: rejection by God
Himself. Note how tendeyet strong this exhortation is.

1. The tenderness is seen in the words “ask agel'@nd “brothers.” By calling
believers “brothers,” Paul was expressing detgrabn and care for therithe words
“ask and uge” (erotomef means to ask or request. But note: it always has a sense of
urgency about it. Paul was tenderly requesting his dear brothers to continue to please
God in their daily walk, but it was angent requestheir walking to please God was
an absolute necessity necessity that carried with it great blessings for obedience and
terrible judgment for disobedience (the displeasure of God).
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2.

a.

The strength of the exhortation is seen in the following facts.

The believers had been taught how they must live and pleaséd l&xydhad sat under

the teachers and preachers of\tWerd; therefore, they were without excuse, for they
knew exactly how to live and to please God. Once the believers had heard and been
taught how they should live and please God, they were responsible to live that way
Pleasing God was not an option; it was a duty

The exhortation was based upon the Lord Jesus. It was wHairthelimselfhad
taught.There is no greater authority than the Lord. He is the supreme majestic Being
of the universe; therefore, the exhortation to live and walk to please God is of the
highest authority

The exhortation involves the actual commandments of the Lord Jéssi$s a repeat

of verse one: keeping the commandments of the Lord Jesus is not anfption.
commandment is a commandment, a law that is to be obeyed. In addition, it has been
given by the Lord HimseliTherefore, it must be kept regardlessWe must walk and
please God, and we must grow in our Christian walk day by day more and more.

1 Thessalonians 0483-05 GodsWill is Your Sanctification

The major commandment is sanctification, that is, moral puritan be stated no

clearer: “This ig<Gods will.” There is no higher will than the will of God/hen the will

of God is known, then the will of God must be done. Sanctificatiomoral purity— is

the will of God.The wordsanctifiedmeans to be set apart and separatedare to be set
apart to God and His will, and His will is moral purityherefore, we are to be set apart to
live pure lives before God'his means three things.

1.

Sanctification means avoiding from sexual immoralitye word “immorality”
(porneia¥ means all kinds of immoral sexual acts: adujtprg-marital sex,
homosexualityand all forms of sexual deviation.

The believer is not to give his body to an immoral person, not to a prostitute or to an
immoral neighbouiThe believets body belongs to Christ, which means that we are to
honour Christ with our bodiegVe are to take the sexual drive and ggeaf our

bodies and use them as He has instructed:

either we dedicate our bodies solely to Him as eunuchs;

or we marry and build a family with the dynamic virtues of love and care, trust and. loyalty
Sanctification means that a person knows how to control his body and his spouse. Leon
Morris points out that the word “bodysKeuo$ can refer either to a perssréwn

body or to a persos’spouseThe Epistles of Paul to the Thessaloniaiymdale New
Testament Commentaries, p. 75). Both hold great meaning for the Christian believer
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A believer is to know how to control his own body and how to control his spduse.
person can neglect, ignore and abuse his body and a person can neglect, ignore and
abuse his or her spouse. In discussing a perspouse it is important to note 1 Cor
7:4-5. Neglecting, ignoring or abusing amspouse can bring about temptation and

can contribute significantly to the spouse becoming unfaithful and impure.

Note that the believer is taow to possess his or her body and spouse in
sanctification and honourhere is no excuse for ignorance in this matter nor for
disobediencerlhe believer is to know

* beyond a shadow of a doubt « without equivocation
* without question

...that it is his duty to keep his body and spouse pure.

The point is strong: it is unthinkable that a believer would engage in immgptiadity

he would bring dishonour to his Lord and to his spouse, family and himkelf.

believing husband and wife are to know that they must keep themselves and each other
in a way that is holy and honourabléney must not set themselves apart to

dishonourable and immoral neighbours nor to prostitutes.

Rom 6:19I put this in human terms because yoe aeak in your natural selves. Just
as you used to offer the paiof your body in slavegito impurity and to evancreasing
wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.

1 Cor 7:3-5The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the

wife to her husband. The wgddody does not belong to her alone but also to her
husband. In the same wdkie husband’body does not belong to him alone but also

to his wife. Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that
you may devote yourselves to prayiégren come together again so that Satan will not
tempt you because of your lack of self-colntr

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopnises, dear friends, let us purify ourselvesnir
evewthing that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness oeveénce for God.

3. Sanctification means resisting the passion of Wstmust resist the passion of lust.
Note the double emphasis, that is, the wording, “not in passionate lust.” It means the
passion of lusttheenslaving poweof lust.When a person begins to lust, he can soon
become enslaved to lust; he can be held by the grip of lust to such a degree that it is
almost impossible to break the bondafas is true with the...

* passion for sex » passion for pornographic films and literature
* passion for manipulation ¢ passion for exposure

» passion for sexual conquests passion for looking

e passion for touching e passion for romantic and immoral reading
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The passion of lust is the way of the world. It is not the way of God. It is the life-style
of those who do not know Godhis does not mean that they do not know that sexual
immorality is wrong. It means that they have rejected God and His commandments;
they have chosen to live in the passion of their I0$te.believer is commanded to
please God and to keep the commandments of the Lord Aeslihie major
commandment is our sanctification, that is, moral purinerefore, we are to avoid
sexual immorality- from all forms of immoral sex (cp. Rom. 1:18-32).

1 Pet 4:3For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do
— living in debauchey, lust, diunkenness, gres, caousing and detestable idolgtr

James 1:14-1But each one is tempted when, by his own evilelds# is dragged
away and enticed. Then, after dediras conceived, it gives thirto sin; and sin, when
it is full-grown, gives bith to death.

Rom 1:27In the same way the men also abandoned natatalions with women and
were inflamed with lust for one anoth&ten committed indecent acts with other men,
and received in themselves the due penalty for theirgrsion.

1 Cor 6:9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adutt@ior male
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders.

1 Cor 6:18Flee from sexual immoralityAll other sins a man commitseaoutside his
body but he who sins sexually sins against his own.body

2 Cor 12:211 am afraid that when | come again my God will humble me bs/fou,
and | will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and havepebted of the
impurity, sexual sin and debauclyan which they have indulged.

Gal 5:19, 21The acts of the sinful nagiare obvious: sexual immoraljtympurity and
debauchey; and envy; dunkenness, gies, and the like. | warn you, as | did befor
that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Eph 4:19Having lost all sensitivitythey have given themselves over to sensuality so
as to indulge in evegrkind of impuritywith a continual lust for mer.

Eph 5:3But among you thermust not be even a hint of sexual immoradityof any
kind of impurity or of geed, because theseeampioper for Gods holy people.

Col 3:5Put to death, the&fore, whatever belongs to your day natue: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil deses and geed, which is idolay.

1 Th 4:3lIt is Gods will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual
immorality,
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Jude 1:4, 7For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have
secketly slipped in among you. Theyeagodless men, who change the grace of our

God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only &igwesind Lod.

In a similar way Sodom and Gomi@ah and the suounding towns gave themselves

up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer
the punishment of eternaldir

1 Thessalonians 046-08 Reasons for Living Pure Lives

There are four reasons why we are to live pure lives, and the reasons stand as a severe
warning to us.

1.

Immorality defrauds and cheats a broti8axual immorality steals from a person. It
either takes a wife from her husband or else it takes the husband from his wife. It is
that simple— that tragic— that terrible. It steals one of the two major partners of a
family, steals...

* their heart » their afection » their thoughts
o their purity » their body » theirinnocence
» their trust and trustworthiness

And the terrible tragedy is that none of these can ever be receva@dtompletely

not fully. Once the heart, faiction, thoughts, puritypody innocence and trust have
been lost, they are lost andeatted forever thereafteFhe marriage and its bond of
trust are gone foreverhe pain and hurt always linger to some degree and the
commitment and ability to totally surrender to the spouse alwalgysth some
degreeThis is the reason God allows divorce after sexual immorality has been
committed within marriage. (Note: Gatlowsdivorce; Hedoes not commarit Al
parties involved in sexual immorality no matter the situation should stay together

if the injured spouse can bear the pain long enough to recover and build strength.)

Note this: the samefetts take place upon th@maried when they commit sexual
immorality. The person who seduces the unmarried steals from the person seduced and
from the future spouse steals the persanheart, déction, thoughts, purifyoody

innocence and trust.

Rom 12:9-10_ove must be sincerHate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be
devoted to one another indtherly love. Honour one another above yourselves.

Rom 15:1-2We who ae stiong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselve&ach of us should please his neighbour for his good, to build him up.

Gal 5:14The entie law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbour as
yourself.”

1 Thessalonians 081-08 5



Walk That Pleases God (PartALife of Purity

Exo 20:17“You shall not covet your neighbdsihouse. & shall not covet your
neighbouts wife, or his manseant or maidserant, his ox or donkepr anything that
belongs to your neighbatir

2. Immorality shall be revenged by Gdkhis point needs to be heeded, especially in a
promiscuous society like ours where immorality is not only accepted, but is
encouraged. How can we dare say that immorality is accepted and encouraged in our
society? Compare the emphasis and appeal of...

e dressin public and on the beach « television and films

* books and magazines * advertisements and promotions
» conversations and jokes

* suggestive words and actions that are acceptable today

The list could go on and on, but the point is this: God is going to judge immoral
behaviour no matter how much society accepts it. Society does not make the rules for
man’s behaviour: Godhakes theules.He has given the intimacy and preciousness of
sex for marriage and only for marriagexd He has made it perfectly clear that any

sex outside of marriage will not only be judged, but He pélisonally avengthe

guilty party Why? Because the guilty party

» stole the life of a person.
* broke the persog’trust and innocence for the rest of his or her life.

Rom 1:18The wrath of God is beingvealed fom heaven against all the godlessness
and wickedness of men who swggsrthe wth by their wickedness.

2 Th 1:8He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus.

Heb 10:26-31f we deliberately keep on sinning after we haaeived the knowledge

of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and
of raging fire that will consume the enemies of Gidyone whoejected the law of
Moses died without mey on the testimony of two or #& witnesses. How much raor
seveely do you think a man deses to be punished who has trampled the Son of God
under foot, who hasdated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified
him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know hinmsaido“It is mine

to avenge; | will epay”’ and again, “The Lod will judge his people.For we know

him who said, “It is mine to avenge; | wikpay” and again, “The Lod will judge

his people.” It is a deadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Heb 13:4Marriage should be honoed by all, and the marage bed kept puay, for
God will judge the adulter and all the sexually immoral.
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Deu 32:32-35Their vine comesdm the vine of Sodom andtin the fields of

Gomorah. Their grapes a filled with poison, and their clusters with bitterness.
(Their wine is the venom of serpents, the deadly poison of cobras. “Have | not kept
this in resere and sealed it in my vaults? It is mine to avenge; | gjlay In due time
then— foot will slip; their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them.”

Psa 94:10 Lorp, the God who avenges, O God who avenges, shine forth.

Ezek 25:171 will car ry out geat vengeance on them and punish them in my wrath.
Then they will know that | am therp, when | take vengeance on them.”

Micah 5:15°] will take vengeance in anger and wrath upon the nations that have not
obeyed me.”

3. Immorality is not Gods call; holiness isSVhen God calls us to salvation, He does not
call us to live unclean lives, giving us the license to go from person to person. Such
immorality...

» destroys genuine love for self and for others.

» destroys trust and trustworthiness of self and of others.

» destroys discipline and control of self and of others.

» destroys true care and concern for self and for others.

» destroys ego and esteem of self and of others.

» destroys confidence and assurance in self and in others.

» destroys loyalty and commitment within self and within others.
» destroys freedom and will within self and within others.

» destroys justice and fair treatment of others.

» destroys family and nation

God would never call a person to do such terrible things. God calls us to helitess

live lives that are set apart to Him and to putidyour spouses and families. God calls

us to build strong character and communities, strong families and nations. God calls us
to holiness so that we can be strong enough to reach out to a world that reels under the
awful weight of sufering and deathlhere is hope; there is salvation from evil and
suffering and from death and judgment. But we must be sanctified anddtally set

apart to building the strongest characters and families, communities and societies
possible in order to reach the world.

Again, God does not call us to uncleanness and disintegration of character and society
God calls us to holiness.

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopmises, dear friends, let us purify ourselvesifevey-
thing that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness oetveience for God.
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Eph 4:24And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness and
holiness.

Eph 5:3But among you thermust not be even a hint of sexual immoradityof any
kind of impurity or of greed, because theseeampioper for God holy people.

Col 3:5Put to death, the&fore, whatever belongs to your #aly natue: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desis and geed, which is idolaj.

Heb 12:14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the dor

1 Pet 1:16For it is written: “Be holy because | am haly

2 Pet 3:15Since eveything will be destryed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? du ought to live holy and godly lives.

4. Immorality is a sin against God. Most persons reject this commandment of God as
beingold fashionecdandunacceptablen an intellectual and enlightened socidut
note what Scripture says: the person who rejects this commandment is rejecting God,
not some marilhe idea is that the preacher or teacher may be able to do little to us if
we disregard the commandment. But God can take vengeance, and He will. Every
human being who breaks the commandment shall receive the vengeance-of God
unless he has repented and sought thiggvieness of God.

2 Pet 2:14-15Mth eyes full of adultgt they never stop sinning; they seduce the
unstable; they a expets in geed— an accursed fwod! They have left the straight
way and wanded off to follow the way of Balaam son of B&dro loved the wages
of wickedness.

1 John 2:19They went out ém us, but they did nogally belong to us. For if they
had belonged to us, they would hagmained with us; but their going showed that
none of them belonged to us.

Prov 1:24-26But since youajected me when | called and no one gave heed when |
stretched out my hand. Since you iggwall my advice and would not accept my
rebuke] in turn will laugh at your disaster; | will mock when calamity de&es you.

Note this also: God has given believers the Holy Spinié very presence of God in
all His majesty dwells within our bodiedle must not, therefore, dirty our bodies with
a harlot or some immoral and destructive neighbithe majesty of God Himself must
not be defiledThe Holy Spirit— He who isholy — is within us.We must, therefore,
keep our bodieboly.
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