Laws That Demand Generosity and Giving:
The Believer Must Not Hoard,

Be Hard-hearted Nor Tight-fisted
Deuteronomy 15:07—18

1. The law of generosity,

of giving to the poor:
Must not be hard-hearted nor
tight-fisted against the poor

a. The law: To be generous,
open-handed, and freely lend
whatever a brother needs

b. The warning

1) Must not show ill will
by giving nothing
to a needy brother

2) The reason:
He will cry out to God
against your hardness:
you will be guilty of sin

c. The motivation for giving
generously — without a
grudging heart:

The blessing of God
1) In one’s work or labour

2) In everything one does

d. The tragic fact — the failure
to be generous is foreseen:
There will always be
poor people

e. The command re-emphasized:

Be generous, open-handed
to the poor and needy
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If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites
in any of the towns of the land

the LorD your God is giving you,

do not be hard-hearted

or tight-fisted toward them.

Rather, be open-handed
and freely lend them whatever they need.

Be careful not to harbour this wicked thought:
“The seventh year,

the year for cancelling debts, is near,”

so that you do not show ill will

toward the needy among your fellow Israelites
and give them nothing.

They may then appeal to the LORD against you,
and you will be found guilty of sin.

10 Give generously to them
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and do so without a grudging heart;
then because of this

the LorD your God will bless you

in all your work

and in everything you put your hand to.

There will always be poor people in the land.
Therefore I command you

to be open-handed

toward your fellow Israelites

who are poor and needy in your land.




. The law of releasing slaves:
Must not be hard-hearted nor
tight-fisted against workers

a. The law: Must set a slave free
in the seventh year —
after six years of service

1) Must not send him away
empty-handed

2) Must give him ample supplies
(finances) to begin life
on his own

b. The motivation
1) The blessing of God

2) The redemption of God:
His deliverance from Egypt
and its slavery
(a symbol of the world)

c. The compassion demanded:
A slave wished to slay

1) His reason:
Because he loved the owner’s
family and was doing well

2) The contract
of a lifetime commitment
to a property owner

d. The attitude encouraged:
Freeing a slave
was not a hardship

1) Because the slave’s labour
was worth twice as much
as a paid worker

2) Because God will bless
all you do

12 If any of your people —
Hebrew men or women —
sell themselves to you
and serve you six years,
in the seventh year you must let them go free.

13 And when you release them,
do not send them away empty-handed.

14 Supply them liberally from your flock,
your threshing floor
and your wine-press.
Give to them as the LorD your God
has blessed you.

15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt
and the LorD your God redeemed you.
That is why I give you this command today.

16 But if your servant says to you,
“I do not want to leave you,”
because he loves you and your family
and 1s well off with you,

17 then take an awl and push it
through his earlobe into the door,
and he will become your servant for life.
Do the same for your female servant.

18 Do not consider it a hardship
to set your servant free,
because their service to you these six years
has been worth twice as much
as that of a hired hand.
And the Lorp your God will bless you
in everything you do.




