
Answer Four: 
God’s Revealed Wisdom 

1 Corinthians 02: 06—13
Introduction
One of the greatest causes of division is pride, acting superior. Pride is always a serious 
offense. It tends to categorize people and downgrade them, affecting their initiative 
and growth. It can eventually doom a person or a whole class of people into slavery. 
Pride, arrogance, superiority, thinking too highly of oneself — no form or shape of self-
centredness has any part in God’s church. Yet, an intellectual pride had become deeply 
rooted in the Corinthian church. And pride — the wisdom of the age — was about to rip 
the church apart. The fourth answer to division is God’s revealed wisdom.
I.	 God’s wisdom is only for those who seek to be mature before God (v. 6).
II.	 God’s wisdom is not the wisdom of this age and its leaders (v. 6).
III.	God’s wisdom is the wisdom of God Himself (vv. 7-9).
IV.	God’s wisdom is revealed only by God’s Spirit (vv. 10-13).

I.   1 Corinthians 02: 06   Wisdom of God
God’s wisdom is only for those who seek to be mature before God. Paul clearly says that 
he spoke “wisdom among the mature.” By “mature” he means those who are concerned...

•	 about being mature and acceptable to God.

•	 about being destined for perfection in heaven.

The word “mature” (teleiois) means finished, complete. It means fully developed, grown, 
aged. It means to reach one’s end. The person who longs for heaven and seeks to reach 
his end by being mature before God is the person who focuses his life upon the wisdom 
of God. He is the only person who is interested in God and His wisdom. He is the person 
who speaks, proclaims and talks about the wisdom of God. Men of the age have little if 
any interest in God and His wisdom. Their desire is to live and walk as they please, not to 
live and walk in the wisdom of God. The wisdom of God is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who seek to be mature (the saved) it is the power of God.

1 Cor 1:18-21 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” Where is 
the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of 
what was preached to save those who believe.
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1 Cor 14:20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in 
your thinking be adults.

Rom 1:16-17 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the 
gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first 
to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

Eph 4:13-14 Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown 
here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in 
their deceitful scheming.

II.   1 Corinthians 02: 06   Wisdom of God and Worldly Wisdom
God’s wisdom is not the wisdom of this age and its leaders. The word “rulers” refers to 
all the leaders of the age: rulers, scientists, philosophers, educators, judges, executives 
and religionists. It refers to anyone with influence, anyone who thinks about the world 
and life and who draws serious conclusions about the purpose, meaning and significance 
of things. (See 1 Cor. 1:19-20.)

1.	 What is the wisdom of the age and of its rulers? The world’s wisdom includes many 
approaches to finding the truth and meaning of life, many approaches to solving the 
terrible and devastating problems of evil and death in the world. A quick glance at 
the life-styles, religions, philosophies and psychologies of life immediately show the 
wisdom of the world. However, the wisdom of the world and of its leaders boil down 
to two primary positions.

a.	 The wisdom of the age says there is no God; He does not exist. Way back in time, as far 
back as the mind can go, some thing — element, molecule, atom or gas — appeared.

=>	 From where?
=>	 By what force?
=>	 Under what conditions?

There was nothing — no place, no force, no conditions existing. The first something 
just appeared out of nothing, and from that first something, the worlds of the heavens 
and earth with their life forms evolved. Therefore, we find ourselves here upon earth, 
alive, having survived the struggle. Our task is to do our best to conquer all the forces 
of evil and to build the best world we can. Man’s destiny is in his own hands.

b.	 The wisdom of the age says God may exist, but He may not exist. We cannot know 
for sure. If He does exist, He is so distant and far away that men are left on their own. 
God has no concern about the age. Our task is to conquer the evil and negative forces 
of life through science, technology, education and the religion of human effort.  



1 Corinthians 02: 06—13 3

Answer Four: God’s Revealed Wisdom

We are to use everything at our disposal and do the very best we can to conquer 
nature, disease, suffering, corruption and death. We are to live a life that is as lawful 
and full as possible. If there happens to be a God, He would expect us to do this.

2.	 Note the word “age” (aionos). It means this world, this world that is passing on as fast 
as the wind which is here and gone ever so quickly. The wisdom of the world and of 
its leaders is here today and gone tomorrow. Man’s ideas about God and truth fade 
and pass away almost as quickly as man himself does.

3.	 Note the word “nothing.” It means that the wisdom of the age’s leaders are coming to 
nothing — being brought to nothing. Their wisdom is as nothing, as non-existent — all 
their wisdom will fade away and cease to exist.

Rom 1:22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools.

1 Cor 1:19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of 
the intelligent I will frustrate.”

1 Cor 2:6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.

1 Cor 3:19-20 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is 
written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows that 
the thoughts of the wise are futile.”

Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world 
rather than on Christ.

Col 2:23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-
imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they 
lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

James 3:15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, of the devil.

Isa 29:14 Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder upon wonder; 
the wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.”

Jer 4:22 “My people are fools; they do not know me. They are senseless children; they 
have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.”

Ezek 28:4-6 By your wisdom and understanding you have gained wealth for yourself 
and amassed gold and silver in your treasuries. By your great skill in trading you 
have increased your wealth, and because of your wealth your heart has grown proud. 
Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “Because you think you are wise, as 
wise as a god.”
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III.   1 Corinthians 02: 07—09   The Wisdom of God Himself
God’s wisdom is the wisdom of God Himself. And note: God’s wisdom is proclaimed as a 
secret. This does not mean that God’s wisdom is strange and mysterious, but rather that it 
involves facts that cannot be known by man, not by man’s natural reason. God’s wisdom 
has to be revealed; it is a mystery in that it can never be known unless God reveals it. No 
man can penetrate heaven to discover God and truth. If this material age is to know the 
spiritual world, then God, who is Spirit, has to reveal Himself and His spiritual age.

1.	 What is the wisdom of God? What is the wisdom preached by Paul, the wisdom that 
is to be spoken among those who are concerned with being perfect? It is the gospel of 
God, the good news concerning Christ and Him crucified.

The gospel tells how God went about reconciling the world to Himself and how man 
is to be reconciled to God. The gospel shows how wise God has been in dealing with 
man and his world. Therefore, the gospel — Christ and Him crucified — is the secret 
wisdom that has been hidden by God. It is the very wisdom which every man must 
possess if he wishes to know God and to live with God throughout eternity. (See 
Jesus Christ, Cross, 1 Cor. 1:19-20.)

2.	 The leaders of this age do not know the wisdom of God. They do not understand...
•	 the origin of God and life.
•	 the nature of God and life (the underlying reason why life is as it is).
•	 the end or destiny of God and life.

The age and its leaders are at a loss to understand where we have come from, why we 
are here, and where we are going. There are two clear proofs of this fact.

a.	 If the leaders had known the wisdom of God they would not have crucified “THE 
LORD OF GLORY.” Jesus Christ is the Lord of Glory, God Himself. He came to earth 
to save men, and He came not to save them for only seventy short years, but to save 
them eternally. Yet the leaders rejected and crucified Him. This they would not have 
done if they had known the wisdom of God.

Thought 1. The leaders in the day of Christ rejected Him. Their rejection symbolizes 
exactly what most leaders have done and always will do: reject Him. The age stands 
guilty before God — guilty of rejecting His wisdom (cp. Rom. 3:9-19).

b.	T he leaders of the world have never seen nor heard the truth: the truth has never even 
entered their mind. How do we know this? Because the truth of God is “the thing 
which God has prepared for those who love Him” (v. 9). The truth and wisdom of 
God is the riches of His glory and grace — which He sent into the age through Christ 
— the most glorious wealth and benefits imaginable. But the wealth and gifts of God 
are found only in Christ Jesus. He came to earth to reveal the truth about man and his 
age. What is that truth? Man and his age had been created in perfection, but man has 
corrupted himself and his age through...
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•	 sin	 •	 killing	 •	 deception	 •	 immorality	 •	 theft	
•	 indulgence	 •	 neglect	 •	 power	 •	 selfishness

Therefore, man has to repent and turn back to God if he wishes to live with God. But 
note how men received the wisdom and truth of God. They rejected and crucified Christ.

=>	 Their eyes could not see the spiritual age.
=>	 Their ears could not hear the spiritual truth.
=>	T heir hearts could not conceive the spiritual truth, the glory of the things God has 

prepared for those who love Him.

Mat 13:15 “For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their 
ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 
with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.”

John 1:10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him.

John 4:10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

John 8:19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” “You do not know me or my 
Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”

John 9:30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 
comes from, yet he opened my eyes.”

John 14:9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been 
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

1 Corinthians 02: 07   Secret,  Mystery (Musterion)

No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and 
that God destined for our glory before time began. 1 Corinthians 02: 07

A fact or truth that man is unable to discover by himself; a fact or truth that has to 
be revealed to man. It is a fact or truth that has been hidden and kept secret by God 
until it was time for it to be revealed. It does not mean something hard to understand 
or something strange and mysterious as a magical trick. It does not mean that there is 
something mysterious about God. It means some fact or truth...

•	 that is known only by God.

•	 that God reveals to man because He loves man and man desperately needs to 
know the truth.
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There are several important secrets revealed in the Bible.

1.	 The secret of the gospel, that is, God’s wisdom which is Christ crucified.

1 Cor 1:23-24 But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

1 Cor 2:7 No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden 
and that God destined for our glory before time began.

Eph 6:19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given 
me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel.

2.	 The secrets of the Kingdom of heaven. (See Mt. 13:10-11; cp. Mt. 13:1-52.)

3.	T he secret of Israel’s blindness and restoration.

Rom 11:25-27 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that 
you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the 
full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from 
Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”

4.	 The secret of the believers’ resurrection, which will enable them to live an 
incorruptible life with God.

1 Cor 15:51-52 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed — in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

1 Th 4:13-18 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall 
asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus 
died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that 
we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly 
not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage 
each other with these words.

5.	T he secret of God’s will: that He is to gather together and unify all things in Christ — 
unify them in a spirit of peace and harmony — all things, both visible and invisible.

Eph 1:9-10 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, To be put into effect when the times 
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will have reached their fulfilment — to bring all things in heaven and on earth 
together under one head, even Christ.

6.	 The secret of the church and of God’s universal love: that both Jew and Gentile 
are included in the church.

Eph 3:4-6 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, Which was not made known to men in other generations as 
it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This 
mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus. (cp. v. 7-12)

Rom 16:25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden 
for long ages past.

7.	 The secret of the church: that the church is the bride and body of Christ.

Eph 5:30-32 For we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become 
one flesh.” This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. (cp. v. 22-23)

8.	 The secret of the indwelling Christ, of “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Col 1:26-27 The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but 
is now disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make known among the 
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.

9.	 The secret of godliness or of Christ; of God coming to earth in human flesh in the 
person of Jesus Christ.

Col 2:2, 9 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in 
love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order 
that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ..., For in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.

1 Tim 3:16 Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared 
in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among 
the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.

Col 4:3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that 
we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.
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2 Cor 5:19 That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

10.	The secret of lawlessness and of sin in the age and of man’s disobedience to God.

2 Th 2:7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who 
now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.

Eph 2:2 In which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and 
of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who 
are disobedient.

11.	The secret of the seven stars or local churches and pastors.

Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the 
seven golden lamp stands is this: The seven stars are the angels [messengers, 
pastors] of the seven churches, and the seven lamp stands are the seven churches.

12.	The secret of Babylon in the end time.

Rev 17:5, 7 This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE 
GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH... Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will 
explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the 
seven heads and ten horns. 1

IV.  1 Corinthians 02: 10—13   Wisdom Revealed by God’s Spirit
God’s wisdom is revealed only by God’s Spirit. Note three points.

1.	 Only God’s Spirit knows the wisdom and things of God. Human reason can never 
discover God and the things of God. This is clearly seen by the man who is both 
honest and thinking.

=>	 No person knows what is really going on within a man except the man’s own spirit. 
So it is with God. No man really knows God and the things of God except the Spirit 
of God.

Therefore, the world does not know God nor the things of God, for they must be 
revealed. They cannot be seen, heard or conceived by the mind of man (v. 9). They 
are only revealed by God’s Spirit.

Thought 1. The one thing that man must always remember is this: he cannot 
penetrate the spiritual age. No person has ever seen God, no matter what some people 
may claim. If we are to ever know the spiritual age and dimension of being, God has 
to reveal Himself. This He did once-for-all in Christ Jesus, His only beloved Son.

John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the 
Father’s side, has made him known.”
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John 5:37 “And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You 
have never heard his voice nor seen his form.”

1 Tim 6:16 Who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might forever. Amen.

1 John 4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 
and his love is made complete in us.

2.	 God’s wisdom (God and the things of God) is revealed to believers. This is the very 
reason God has given His Spirit to believers: that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God.

a.	 Only the Holy Spirit knows the things of God (1 Cor. 2:11).

b.	 Only the man who receives Christ, who is born again by the Spirit of God, is 
quickened, made alive to understand spiritual things.

John 3:3, 6 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom 
of God unless he is born again.”... “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit.”

John 16:13-15 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all 
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell 
you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and 
making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”

1 Cor 2:12, 15-16 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who 
is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us... The spiritual 
man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s 
judgment: “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?” But 
we have the mind of Christ.

c.	 Only the believer who sets his mind on spiritual things can understand the mature, 
deep things of God.

Rom 8:5-7 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on 
what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 
minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not 
submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.

1 Cor 2:9-10 However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind 
has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” — but God has revealed 
it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

1 Cor 2:15 The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not 
subject to any man’s judgment.
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1 Cor 3:1-2 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly — mere 
infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. 
Indeed, you are still not ready.

d.	 The natural man (any man not reborn by the Spirit of God) cannot know the things of God.

1 Cor 2:7-8 No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden 
and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age 
understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

1 Cor 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit 
within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

1 Cor 2:14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.

John 8:43 “Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear 
what I say.”

Rom 3:11 There is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.

Rom 10:3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought 
to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.

2 Cor 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Eph 4:18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.

2 Tim 3:7 Always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. 

Psa 82:5 “They know nothing, they understand nothing. They walk about in 
darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.”

Isa 59:10 Like the blind we grope along the wall, feeling our way like men without eyes. 
At midday we stumble as if it were twilight; among the strong, we are like the dead.

Amos 3:10 “They do not know how to do right,” declares the Lord, “who hoard 
plunder and loot in their fortresses.”

3.	 God’s wisdom is the message taught by the Holy Spirit. The message, God’s glorious 
wisdom and gospel, is not a message of man’s wisdom. God’s wisdom and gospel is 
the message of God’s Spirit Himself. The Holy Spirit teaches the wisdom and gospel 
of God. Note that the verse ends with the words “spiritual words.” There is no object. 
This means a glorious thing: the Holy Spirit...
•	 combines spiritual things with spiritual people.
•	 combines spiritual things with spiritual things.



1 Corinthians 02: 06—13 11

Answer Four: God’s Revealed Wisdom

Thought 1. The Holy Spirit guides and directs us, teaching us to compare and 
combine spiritual things with spiritual things. We use the Word of God to interpret the 
Word of God. When we seek and read the instructions of God and do not understand 
something, we use other Scripture references and passages in the Word to interpret 
what is not clear. The Holy Spirit keeps us from all error as we follow His leadership.

Luke 12:12 “For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

John 14:26 “But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

1 Cor 2:13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in 
words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you 
do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and 
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit — just as it has taught you, remain in him.

1 John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is 
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

1 John 4:13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit.

1 John 5:6 This is the one who came by water and blood - Jesus Christ. He did not 
come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because 
the Spirit is the truth. g



Answer Five:  Understanding  
the Spiritual Stages of Man  

1 Corinthians 02: 14—03: 04
Introduction
Divisiveness is a terrible problem, one of the most damaging and devastating problems 
existing in the world. Divisiveness leads to anger, fights, divorce, murder and war. One of 
the answers to solving divisiveness is to see ourselves as God sees us. When God looks at 
a person, He sees that person in one of three classifications.

I.	 The natural man (v. 14).

II.	 The spiritual man (v. 15-16).

III.	The carnal, worldly man (Ch.3, v. 1-4).

I.   1 Corinthians 02: 14   The Natural Man
There is the natural man or what the Greek calls the psuchikos man. The words “the man 
without the Spirit or the natural man” (psuchikos) means a man who has physical life or 
who is living. The root word is soul (psuche), which simply means the life of a man, the 
consciousness, the breath, the energy, the being of a man. The soul is the animal life of a 
man. Men and animals are breathing and conscious beings. They are living souls. This is 
clearly pointed out in the creation of animal life. When God was creating the world and 
He had finished the creation of vegetation. He said:

Gen 1:20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures [hephesh, 
Hebrew], and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.”

What God was saying is that the life He was then creating was different from the 
vegetation He had just created. The things that were now being created were “living 
souls,” things that breathe and possess consciousness — things that have “souls,” life and 
consciousness within their bodies.

The point is this: the natural man is a living soul, an animal soul; he is a man who is 
living on this earth, just as an animal. However, that is all he is doing. He is living in the 
flesh only. He has gotten no further than the flesh, no further than his animal life. He has 
never progressed to the level of the spiritual. His mind and life, energy and effort are all 
focused upon...

•	 the physical	 •	 what can be seen	 •	 the material 	

•	 what can be touched	 •	 the world 	 •	 what can be heard

•	 the flesh 	 •	 what can be tasted	 •	 the natural 	

•	 what can be felt	 •	 the human 	 •	 what can be possessed
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There is another way to say the same thing which is extremely helpful. The natural man is 
the Adamic man, the man who has fallen from the perfection of his creation. The natural 
man is...

•	 the fallen and depraved man	 •	 the sinful and corrupt man

•	 the aging and deteriorating man	 •	 the dying and doomed man

The natural man is the morally corrupt man, the man whose spirit is dead to God. He is a 
man with a human nature, and the human nature is all he has. His nature is human nature 
apart from God. It is a Christless human nature, a nature that will not believe and obey 
and live for Christ. It is life lived without the presence and influence of Jesus Christ.

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the 
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Christ.

James 3:15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, of the devil.

Jude 1:19 These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and 
do not have the Spirit.

Three things are said about the natural man.

1.	 The natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God. The phrase “does not 
accept” (dechetai) means that spiritual things are not welcomed as a guest, are not 
received. It means to refuse and reject. Spiritual things are of little if any concern to 
the natural man, for his mind is primarily upon this world and upon...

•	 bigger and better things	 •	 acquiring more and more

•	 desire and feelings	 •	 wants and cravings

•	 position and wealth	 •	 attention and recognition

•	 ambition and promotion	 •	 socials and parties

•	 play and recreation	 •	 comfort and ease

•	 drinking and eating	 •	 dress and appearance

The natural man’s life and mind are spent focusing upon the natural, upon this world 
and not upon the spiritual; therefore, in God’s eyes he is classified as the natural man. 
His heart welcomes only the world; it is closed to God. God is not welcomed into his 
life. Therefore, he does not accept the things of the Spirit of God.

Rom 8:7 The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it 
do so.

Eph 4:17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as 
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.
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Col 1:21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because 
of your evil behaviour.

Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not 
believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted.

2.	 The natural man considers the things of God foolishness. The word “foolishness” 
(moria) means dull, absurd, distasteful. Remember the natural man lives primarily for 
the animal part of his nature: he lives primarily for what...

•	 looks good	 •	 feels good	 •	 tastes good	 •	 sounds good

He lives primarily for his animal senses, primarily for what turns him on. It may be 
position, money, wealth, possessions, recognition, fame, influence, power, family, 
house, cars, sex, food, dress, popularity — an endless number of worldly and material 
things could be listed —  anything that attracts and appeals to the animal nature 
within us as human beings. The man who gives in to these instincts and urges is the 
person who lives as the natural man. To him the things of God are secondary, of less 
importance. Why? Because he cannot see, feel, taste, hear or prove spiritual things 
— not with his physical senses. Therefore, to his mind, it is utterly foolish to put 
spiritual things first.

1 Cor 1:23-24 But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

1 Cor 1:27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.

3.	 The natural man cannot know spiritual things. Note the word cannot. It is not only that 
the natural man will not and does not know spiritual things, but he cannot know them. 
He is incapable, unable, helpless to know them. He cannot discern spiritual things...
•	 their truth	 •	 their worth	 •	 their goodness	 •	 their excellence	
•	 their reality	 •	 their wealth	 •	 their virtue	 •	 their majesty	
•	 their hope	 •	 their glory

Why can the natural man not know spiritual things? Very simply, because they are 
spiritually discerned. The word “discerned” (anakrinetai) means investigated, judged, 
scrutinized, examined, estimated. Spiritual things have to be discerned by a living 
spirit, not by a natural man, not by a man who is primarily living by his animal nature. 
Spiritual things can be discerned only by a spirit that is living. Spiritual things can be...
•	 investigated only by a living spirit
•	 judged only by a living spirit
•	 examined only by a living spirit

•	 estimated and valued only by a living spirit
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Mat 6:23 “But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then 
the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!”

Rom 10:3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought 
to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.

2 Cor 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Eph 4:18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.

Jer 5:4 I thought, “These are only the poor; they are foolish, for they do not know the 
way of the Lord, the requirements of their God.”

Micah 4:2 Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk 
in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

II.   1 Corinthians 02: 15—16   The Spiritual Man
There is the spiritual man or what the Greek calls the pneumatikos man. The word 
“spirit” (pneuma) is the word used for the Holy Spirit which means that the spiritual man 
is a person in whom the Holy Spirit dwells. A man is spiritual because the Holy Spirit 
dwells in him. He is not spiritual because he...

•	 has received some superior, human gift.
•	 has received some unusual ability.
•	 has become more intelligent than before.
•	 has become greater than he was before.
•	 has become better than he was before.

A man becomes spiritual because he has received the Spirit of God and is living under 
the influence of the Spirit of God. When man receives Christ Jesus as his Saviour, 
Scripture says...

•	 that he is born again by the Spirit of God.

John 3:5-6 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 
gives birth to spirit.” (cp. 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19)

1 Pet 1:23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God.

•	 that he sets his mind on the things of God, not the things of the flesh (sinful nature).

Rom 8:5-6 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what 
that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds 
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set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled 
by the Spirit is life and peace.

•	 that he is in the Spirit and that the Spirit lives in him.

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the 
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Christ.

John 14:16-17 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor 
to be with you forever — the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be 
in you.”

•	 that the Spirit imparts life to him.

Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is 
alive because of righteousness.

•	 that the Spirit quickens, gives life to, his mortal body.

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you. (cp. 1 Pet 3:18)

John 6:63 “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 
spoken to you are spirit and they are life.”

•	 that he can kill the sinful deeds of his body only by the Spirit.

Rom 8:13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

Gal 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 
nature.

•	 that the presence of the Spirit’s leadership in the man’s life proves that he is a child 
of God.

Rom 8:16-17 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

Gal 4:6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 
Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”

1 John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is 
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

1 John 4:13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit.
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1 John 5:6 This is the one who came by water and blood — Jesus Christ. He did not 
come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because 
the Spirit is the truth.

Three things are said about the spiritual man.

1.	 The spiritual man judges or discerns all things. The word judges means the very 
same thing as discern in the former verse. The man who believes in Jesus Christ 
experiences a most wonderful thing:

=>	 The Spirit of God enters and dwells within his body converting his body into a holy 
temple for God’s presence.

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the 
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Christ.

1 Cor 3:16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit lives in you?

1 Cor 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.

=>	 The man actually partakes of the divine nature of God and becomes a new creature, a 
new man.

2 Pet 1:4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires.

Eph 4:24 And to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness.

Col 3:10 And have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator.

The point is this: the man who is truly spiritual lives under the control of God’s Spirit. 
God’s Spirit lives within his body. Therefore, it is the Holy Spirit of God who reveals 
the truth of spiritual things to the man. This is critical to note: the ability to discern is 
not the man’s; it is the Holy Spirit within the man.

Thought 1. There is no room for super-spirituality in God’s church, for all that we 
have is of God; it is not of us.

2.	 The spiritual man is not understood by the natural man. Note how Scripture words 
this point: the spiritual man is “not subject to any man’s judgment” (v. 15). This 
statement has been abused and misused to such a degree that some men have become 
not only laughingstocks, but stumbling blocks to the innocent. This is tragic, for the 
meaning is perfectly clear when kept in the context of this passage.
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“Any man” means the natural man, the man just talked about. The natural man 
has little concern and little knowledge of Christ and God; therefore, there is no 
human way he can understand the spiritual man. A man knows only that which he 
experiences and studies: common sense and honesty tell us this. There is no way 
a man can judge spiritual things unless he experiences and studies spiritual things. 
Therefore, the natural man cannot understand why any person would want to put his 
efforts into and waste his time upon matters that are “other-worldly.” After all, we 
live in this world, not the other world, not yet. Hence, the natural man feels that our 
primary concern should be upon this world (this is true even with religionists). The 
natural man might argue that a little thought about spiritual things is acceptable, but 
not the focusing of a person’s whole life. The point is that the natural man just does 
not understand the spiritual man. To him the spiritual man is a fool for passing up this 
world and all the good things this world has to offer.

3.	 The spiritual man has the “mind of the Lord.” This is the reason the believer can 
discern spiritual things: he has the “mind of the Lord.” This does not mean that the 
spiritual man knows all there is to know about Christ, but it means that his mind is 
focused upon God and the things of God just as the mind of Christ was. The Spirit of 
God pulls, draws and stirs the mind of the genuine believer to spiritual things.

Phil 2:5-8 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, But 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death — even death on a cross!

Luke 9:23-24 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

Rom 8:5-6 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what 
that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds 
set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled 
by the Spirit is life and peace.

III.   1 Corinthians 03: 01—04   The Carnal, Worldly Man
There is the carnal, worldly man (see Carnal, Worldly, 1 Cor. 3:1-4 for the meaning of 
the word carnal). Three things are said about a carnal, worldly man.

1.	 The carnal, worldly man is not spiritually mature; he is as a babe in Christ. Note that 
the carnal, worldly man is a true believer. He is a babe in Christ, but he is deformed 
just like a deformed baby. He should be more mature, more developed spiritually, but 
he has not grown in Christ. The carnal, worldly man does not know Christ and the 
things of God like he should. His mind and behaviour are not focused upon Christ 
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like they should be. He has been a believer for years, but he knows little about Christ 
and God.

2.	 The carnal, worldly man has to be fed with milk and not the meat of the Word. This 
does not mean there are two sets of teachings, nor that there are two sets of beliefs, 
one for the learned believer and another for the unlearned. The same gospel is 
preached to all, and the same Word is studied by all; but some have paid attention, 
studied, prayed and served Christ more than others. Therefore, they naturally know 
more about God’s Word, and know more about what it means to pray and walk in 
Christ. The spiritual believer knows and experiences more of the depth of spiritual 
things than the carnal believer, much more. Therefore, the carnal, worldly believer 
has to be fed the very basics and not the depths of God’s Word.

Thought 1. The same is true with any endeavour of man. The more a person 
experiences and studies a field, the more he knows his field. Everyone either feeds on 
the “milk” or the “solid food” of his field or endeavour.

Mark 4:33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 
could understand.

John 16:12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.”

1 Cor 3:2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready.

1 Cor 9:22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to 
all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 

1 Cor 14:20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in 
your thinking be adults.

Eph 4:14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of 
men in their deceitful scheming.

Heb 5:12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid 
food!

1 Pet 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
up in your salvation.

3.	 The carnal, worldly man is characterized by division. Division is striking proof that a 
man or a people are carnal or worldly, whether the division be in a church or in a family.

a.	 Carnality or worldliness is clearly seen in envying and strife. Envy leads to jealousy, 
and jealousy leads to division. When people become jealous of one another, they 
become divided and begin to strive or argue and wrangle with one another. The envy 
may be caused by...
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•	 some position	 •	 some gift	 •	 some recognition	
•	 some wealth	 •	 some promotion	 •	 some attention
•	 some possession	 •	 some person

The list could go on and on, but the point is well understood. Envy leads to 
differences and strife, and strife leads to division. Such behaviour is carnal, worldly, 
of the flesh, of the sinful nature, and it does not belong in the church.

b.	 Carnality or worldliness is seen when believers begin to walk and act like men of the 
world. Men in the world live for the world, so they want and struggle for all they can 
get for the least amount of effort...
•	 the best position	 •	 the most money	 •	 the coveted possession	
•	 the highest honour	 •	 the equal recognition

c.	 Carnality or worldliness is seen when believers begin to follow men and form cliques 
(see outline and notes, 1 Cor. 1:10-16).

Rom 6:6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.

Rom 8:7 The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.

Eph 4:17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as 
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.

Eph 4:22-24 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in 
the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.

Col 2:18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels 
disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has 
seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions.

Col 3:9-10 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator.

Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not 
believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted.

1 Pet 4:1-4 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, 
he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the 
will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose 
to do — living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable 
idolatry. They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of 
dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. g
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1 Corinthians 03: 01—04
 Carnal,  Worldly,  Natural Man.

William Barclay points out that there are two different words used in this passage 
to describe the carnal, worldly man (v. l, 3. The Letters to the Corinthians. “The 
Daily Study Bible.” Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1954, p. 33). The 
Corinthians are called “carnal, worldly” (sarkinoi, v. l), which means flesh. The 
ending “inos” means “to be made of.” Paul is saying that the Corinthians were 
human beings, made of flesh. Their problem was that they were living as though they 
were nothing but flesh. They were still living at the human level of life. They had 
never gotten beyond the affairs and material things of this life. They acted as though 
this world were all there was.

The word sarkikoi (v. 3) is also used for “carnal, worldly.” The ending “ikos” means 
to be “characterized by.” Paul is saying that the Corinthians were not only “made of 
flesh” but characterized and “dominated by the flesh, [i.e. sinful nature].” They were 
allowing the flesh and its passions to captivate and control their behaviour. They 
were living on the level of the flesh, dominated by it.

The term “sinful nature or flesh” is used to describe two different men.

1	There is the natural or Adamic man. (See note, 1 Cor. 2:14.)

2.	 There is the carnal, worldly, or fleshly man. The carnal man follows the lower 
part of his nature. He follows the unregulated urges that are prone to sin and to 
centre attention upon oneself. He lives a life that is opposed to God (Rom. 4:14, 
18). A carnal life refers to far more than just bodily or sexual sins. Gal. 5:19-21 
shows this. Bodily and sexual sins are included, but so are sins of the spirit such 
as greed, selfishness, hatred, pride and idolatry. It also includes that part of man 
that subjects a person to a legal and enslaving spirit, a spirit that subjects him to 
rituals and ceremonies and to rules and regulations (Gal. 3:3; 4:9). Simply stated, 
the man who is carnal is a man who lives after the sinful nature or flesh. He is a 
man who allows his lower nature, the worst part of his being, to influence and 
dominate his life.

The Bible says several things about the flesh or sinful nature.

1.	 The flesh has no good thing about it; it is opposed to doing good.

Rom 7:18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I 
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.

2.	 The man who is in the flesh is controlled by the sinful nature, and by the 
influence of the flesh and cannot please God.

Rom 8:8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
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3.	T he man who has the spirit of Christ is removed from being in and under the 
influence of the sinful nature or flesh. Such a man is said to be a transformed 
man, a new man — even a new creation.

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if 
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to Christ.

Rom 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!

Eph 4:22-24 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in 
the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness.

4.	 The transformed man, however, can walk after the flesh, can live according to the 
sinful nature — at least for a season. Such a man is said to be a worldly, carnal 
believer.

Rom 8:2, 4-7 Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me 
free from the law of sin and death... in order that the righteous requirements of 
the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature 
but according to the Spirit. Those who live according to the sinful nature have 
their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with 
the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man 
is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is 
hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.

1 Cor 3:3-4 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling 
among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? For when 
one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere 
men?

1 Cor 11:30-32 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number 
of you have fallen asleep. But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under 
judgment. When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we 
will not be condemned with the world.

5.	 The regenerate man is strongly urged to walk “in the spirit.” Such a man is said 
to be a spiritual believer (see note, Spiritual Man, 1 Cor. 2:15-16).
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Gal 5:16-26 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, 
so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under law. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity 
and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is 
no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with 
its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 1
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