THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER:
HOW A MAN RECEIVES THE GOSPEL
MATHEW 13:01-09

DIVISION OVERVIEW
Parables, Mysteries and Secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven

The eight parables of Mt. 13 have to do with the “secrets of the kingdom of heaven”
(Mt. 13:11). By secret Jesus does not mean something secretive or mysterious, but rather
something unknown and not revealed until this present time. What is the secret, the new
revelation? It is twofold.

1. Jesus pictured modern-day Christianity. He said the Kingdom of Heaven is a mixture
of good and bad. It includes professing believers as well as genuine believers; false
doctrine as well as true doctrine; false ritual as well as true ritual; hypocritical worship
as well as genuine worship: professing belief as well as real belief. (The Farmer or
Sower and the Seed, the Wheat and the Weeds, the Mustard Seed, and the Yeast.)

2. Jesus pictured the world and its priceless value. He said that He had come to seek
and sacrificially purchase the world. He said that His followers are to laboriously
work, seeking to pull men into the kingdom. He said they were unusually privileged:
they had received the new revelation of God to add to their knowledge of the old
revelation. Therefore, they were now responsible for teaching the new as well as the
old (The Hidden Treasure, the Pearl, the Net, and the Householder).

Introduction: Mathew 13:01-09, 18—23 Parable of the Sower

Christ interprets this parable in verses 18-23. The farmer or sower 1is either the Lord
Jesus Christ or a servant of His (v. 37). (The servants of the Lord, ministers or laymen,
are “workers together with God,” (1 Cor. 3:9). The seed is the Word of God or the Word
of the kingdom (v. 19). It is called (1) the “imperishable seed” (1 Pet. 1:23), and (2) “the
gospel which...is bearing fruit” (Col. 1:5-6).

The ground upon which the seed is sown is the heart of the hearers. Christ says two
significant things about the ground:

=> there are different ways for the ground to hear and receive the Word (seed).

=> the fate of the Word, how well it grows, depends upon the ground, that is, the hearer.
(Mk. 4:1-20; Lk. 8:4-15)

Each hearer is personally responsible for how he receives the Word of God.

I. Christ preached a parable (vv. 1-2).

II. A farmer went forth to sow seed — a symbol of the Word of God (vv. 3, 18).

III. A large number did not allow the Word to take permanent root, vv. 18-22 (vv. 4-7).

IV. Only a small number allowed the Word to take permanent root (v. 8).
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V. Only a few allowed the Word to bear 100 percent fruit (v. 8).
VI. A strong call: hear (v. 9).

I. Mathew 13:01-02 Jesus Christ Preaching
Christ preached a parable.

=> He preached on the Sabbath.

=> He preached by the seashore in a ship.

=> He preached as the large crowds gathered.

=> The large crowds pressed Him into a boat.

II. Mathew 13:03 Witnessing

A farmer or sower went forth to sow. Note two things.

=> First, the farmer or sower did go out.

=> Second, the farmer or sower did sow the seed (the Word of God) or the Word of the
Kingdom (v. 19).

III. Mathew 13:04—07 Unbelief and Rejection

A large number did not allow the Word to take permanent root. But note: they did hear
the Word of God. They were in church — regularly. The Word did fall upon them, but
they did not allow the Word to penetrate — not permanently.

Note that the number of persons who rejected the Word was far greater than the ones who
received it. They did not all obey the gospel...

Rom 10:16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord,
who has believed our message?”

b

Mat 22:14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.’

Thought 1. A person is held accountable for the kind of heart he has: hard, emotional,
superficial, thorny or soft and tender.

MATHEW 13:04, 19
WAYSIDE, PATH — HARDENED TO THE GOSPEL

Some dwelt by the path or wayside. In the day of Christ there were no fences to

separate property lines. Instead, long narrow foot paths were used for the travelling
public. These paths were trodden down as hard as pavement by the constant use of
the travelling public. This is the hard path or wayside ground referred to by Christ.

Note: These hear the Word but they do not understand it (v. 19). They are in the
church regularly, and the Word falls upon them. Some have made public decisions,
and some have not; but no matter, they are all still off to the side, paying little
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attention to what is going on. Even those who have made decisions are not genuine.
They are hard, very hard, with closed minds and concrete hearts; therefore, they pay
no attention and give no heed to the Word. Their minds are elsewhere. They have no
interest and are indifferent, failing to realize how important the Word is to life. They
just feel they can get along without the Word of God, that it is not needed in life.

Christ said “the evil one” comes and snatches away whatever Word is sown. People
whose hearts are not open and soft are easy prey for the devil. The Word always
remains on the surface of the heart, thereby exposing it to whatever the devil may
wish to grab.

There are at least four reasons why people become hardened to the gospel.

1. They rebel and rebel. They react because of some tragedy or some circumstance,
and they blame God.

2. They do not stay awake or alert; they do not pay attention. They do not consider
the gospel important enough to merit their attention. In their minds, other things
need their attention more than the gospel.

3. They are careless in handling the gospel. They treat the gospel as an item, an
additive, a part of life instead of life itself. When needed and when time is
available, the gospel is acceptable. Their attitude is that the gospel has its place,
but it is not the permeating factor of life that so many make it to be.

4. They are deceived. What matters to them is attendance, being present in worship
services and associating with other Christians. A change of heart and life is
meaningless. Religion to them is a matter of form and ceremony, not life.

Acts 28:27 ‘For this people’s heart has become calloused, they hardly hear with
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’

Eph 4:19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality
so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.

Heb 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that
none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.

Prov 29:1 A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be
destroyed — without remedy.

Rom 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are
storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God'’s wrath, when his righteous
Jjudgment will be revealed.

Thought 1. Scripture gives a clear warning: “We must pay more careful attention,
therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away” (Heb. 2:1 f). O
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MATHEW 13:05-06, 20—21 STONY PLACES,
RoOCKY PLACES: BACKSLIDING, FALSE PROFESSION

Some received the Word in rocky, stony places. In some parts of Palestine lying

right beneath the ground is a layer of limestone. When seed falls upon this ground,
something dramatic happens. The limestone holds the rain and heat from the sunlight
right under the surface; therefore, the fallen seed sprouts quickly and dramatically.
But it has no root.

The application is clear: this person has what appears to be a dramatic conversion.
He makes a decision for Christ, and he stands out as an example of a changed life
and quick growth. However, the change lasts only for a season, perhaps an extended
season, but in the end it fails. Note four things about this person (vv. 20-21):

=> he hears the Word
=> he receives the Word immediately
=> he receives the Word with joy

=> he endures for a while.
Note why this person fails.

1. He has no root in himself (v. 21). He has not rooted and grounded himself
in the Word and in prayer. He has not learned the doctrines and principles of
Christianity. He began in the emotional joy of the Word and in his decision to
reform his life, but he has continued to live in the emotions of his experience
and his new-found Christian friends. He does little about the hard demands of
Christ that come only through diligent study and disciplined prayer. He knows
little about sacrificial obedience: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved” (2 Tim. 2:15).

2. He has little spiritual strength to withstand the trials and persecutions of life.
Pressure from circumstances or former friends of the world — mockery, abuse or
whatever — causes him to cave in.

b

Mat 22:14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.’

Luke 6:49 “But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice
is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment

s

the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.’

Luke 9:62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

Gal 4:9 But now that you know God — or rather are known by God — how is it
that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish
to be enslaved by them all over again?
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Heb 10:38 “But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will

b

not be pleased with him.’

2 Pet 2:20-22 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they
are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it
and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them.
Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and “A sow that is
washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud.”

Rev 2:4-5 “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.
Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you
did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lamp-stand

s

from its place.’

Thought 1. Hearing the Word preached and taught will not get a person into
heaven. A person has to receive the Word.

Thought 2. A great mistake is sometimes made with persons experiencing
dramatic conversions. They are pushed forward as a strong testimony long before
they have proven the genuineness of their conversion (1 Tim. 3:10).

Thought 3. A sobering fact: “He who stands firm to the end will be saved” (Mt.
10:22). O

MATHEW 13:07, 22 THORNS, WORLDLINESS, WEALTH

Some received the Word among thorns. The thorny ground is deceptive ground. It
looks good and clean, appearing to be clear of weeds and thorns, but it is not. Right
under the surface of the soil is a chain of roots ready to spring up. The fact that the
roots are already there means that the thorns will be stronger and grow faster than the
good seed. They will choke the life out of the good seed.

Thorns represent those who receive the Word as an addition to their life. The Word is
merely added on, not allowed to replace the world and the things of it. These do not
truly repent; they just try to take God and add Him to their collection in life. They
make Him only a small part of their affairs; consequently, the Word is always choked
to death. (1 Jn. 2:1516).

Note what the thorns are: (See Mt. 6:1924 for a thorough study on wealth).

1. Thorns are “the worries of this life” (v. 22). They prick and prick away at the
Word. They entangle a person in the world and the things of the world (2 Tim.
2:34). They irritate, aggravate, trouble and hinder a person from pursuing his
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task. When a person’s mind is on the worries of this life, his mind is not on God
and the things of the Word or Spirit. He is carnal-minded, not spiritual-minded
(Rom. 8:58; 2 Cor. 10:35).

2. Thorns are “the deceitfulness of wealth” (v. 22). Note: it is not wealth itself that
1s worldly (thorny); it is the deceit of wealth. Wealth deceives in several ways.

a. Wealth tends to make a person self-confident and self-dependent. 1t makes him
feel comfortable and secure in this world. Such tends to keep him from trusting
and calling upon God.

b. Wealth tends to make a person Overly comfortable, extravagant and indulgent.
It makes him live sumptuously, beyond what is needed. He sometimes feels that
he can spend to get a little more and a little better than is necessary. This feeling
arises especially if he has already given in to meet the needs of the world. (See
Sin, Lk. 16:1921.)

c. Wealth tends fo consume a person’s mind. It arouses the urge and passion to keep
and protect all that a person has and to make more and more. A wealthy person
often finds himself more and more centred around his wealth and less and less
centred around the things of God and His Word.

d. Wealth tends to misinterpret the blessings of God. It leads a person to the false
idea and security that to have is to be blessed by Cod, and not to have is to be
blessed less by God. This is a false concept that has prevailed since the beginning
of time: that to receive and have anything in this world is a blessing from God,
and the more a person has, the more he is especially blessed. God has promised
the necessities of life in this material world, but His great blessings are spiritual
(Mt. 6:2534; Eph. 1:3).

Note: these four deceptions show clearly why it is so difficult for a rich man to enter
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Mark 4:19 “But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the
desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.”

1 Tim 6:9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

James 5:3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against
you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.

Mat 19:23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is hard for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.”

1 Tim 6:7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.
Job 20:28 A flood will carry off his house, rushing waters on the day of God s wrath.
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Psa 49:10 For all can see that wise men die; the foolish and the senseless alike
perish and leave their wealth to others. (see Eccl 2:18)

Prov 23:5 Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely
sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

Jer 17:11 Like a partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay is the man who gains
riches by unjust means. When his life is half gone, they will desert him, and in the
end he will prove to be a fool. O

LukEe 16:19-21 SIN

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and
lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus,
covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table.
Even the dogs came and licked his sores.” Luke 16:19-21

The sin of the rich man would not be a sin in the eyes of most societies. There is no
record of a vicious, glaring sin; no record of a vulgar, public sin. He was not cruel

— he never ordered Lazarus from his gate nor refused Lazarus the crumbs from his
table. He was not a tyrant; not an oppressor of the poor, not a monstrous member of
society. Rather, he was socially responsible, an upright citizen, respected and well-
liked. No earthly court would ever think of arresting or condemning him. In society’s
eyes he was honoured and highly esteemed. People liked him and spoke well of him.
What then was his sin?

L.

The word /uxury (lampros) means that he was flamboyant, displaying his wealth
in materialistic ways.

The “gate” was a large gate indicating that his home was a large house or a
mansion.

The purple and fine linen show that he had the latest styles and the ultimate in
luxury.

The words “every day” show that he feasted every day. His sin was self-indulgence,
comfort, ease, luxury, extravagant living. He sought the things and pleasures of this
world. He was complacent, hoarding and allowing money to lie around making
more and more for himself and his estate while needs lay all around him — right
at his gate. He neglected and ignored others, most significantly, Lazarus. The
needs of a degenerate world concerned him little, if at all. He wanted what others
in the world had, plenty for themselves and more. The world acknowledged and
honoured those who had plenty, and he wanted such recognition and honour for
himself. He wanted what others had and he wanted to keep up with them.
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Mat 25:43 “I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, [ was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.”

1 John 3:17 “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”

Mark 4:19 “But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the
desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.”

1 Tim 6:9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

Zec 7:6 And when you were eating and drinking, were you not just feasting for
yourselves?

Deu 15:7 If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the
land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted
toward your poor brother. O

IV. Mathew 13:08, 23 Fruitfulness, Salvation

Only a small number allowed the Word to take permanent root. A person who allows the
Word to take permanent root represents the honest and good heart (Lk. 8:15). Christ says
two things about him.

1. He hears the Word of God and understands it. His heart is soft and tender toward
God, so he listens, meditates, concentrates and thinks. He is not hypocritical, wasting
his time and being present physically but absent mentally. He does not allow his
thoughts to wander off when the Word of God is being preached. He is responsible
and behaves intelligently. He listens to God’s Word, studies and receives it.

2. He is fruitful. He bears the fruit of God’s Word and Spirit in his own life (Gal. 5:22-
23). And he reproduces himself by reaching out to lead others to a saving knowledge
of the Lord (See Fruit Bearing, Jn. 15:18).

Note that John 15 classifies fruit-bearing as “no fruit” (Jn. 15:2), “fruit” (Jn. 15:2),
“more fruit” (Jn. 15:2), and “much fruit” (Jn. 15:5, 8).

2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone,
the new has come!

John 12:24 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and [ in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

Phil 1:11 Filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to
the glory and praise of God.
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Eph 5:9 For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth.

Col 1:10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and

may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God.

Psa 92:13-14 Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our
God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green.

Thought 1. God’s Word shall never return to Him empty (Isa. 55:11). This is a
glorious encouragement to the true minister and teacher of God.

Thought 2. Fruit is that which distinguishes the true believer from the hypocrite.

V. Mathew 13:08, 23 Commitment and Fruitfulness

This is a shocking truth! Not all believers are equal. Some bear only 30 percent fruit;
some 60 percent fruit; and shockingly, only a very small number bear 100 percent fruit.
Most are just not willing to give 100 percent of their energy, effort, strength, time and
possessions. There is not the willingness to pay the price — not within most men.

V1. Mathew 13:09 Decision

Christ issues a strong call, “Hear. The person who has ears to hear, let him hear” (v. 9).

Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”

Thought 1. The ear has no greater purpose than to hear the message of God. i

JOHN 15:01—-08 FRUIT—BEARING, ABIDE

There are four stages of fruit-bearing given: (1) no fruit (v. 2), (2) fruit(v.2),
(3) more fruit (v. 2), and (4) much fruit (vv. 5, 8).

What does it mean to say a Christian is to bear fruit? It means to bear converts (Rom.
1:13), to bear righteousness (Rom. 6:21-23), to bear Christian character or the fruit of
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). Note also the conditions for bearing fruit in life: cleansing
(v. 3) and abiding or remaining in Christ (v. 5) and obedience (vs. 10, 12). A true
Christian is a person who really does abide in Christ (1 Jn. 2:10). John said that to
abide or remain in Christ means eight things. (See 4Abide, Jn. 15:4-6.)

1. A person walks in open confession before God. He walks through life opening up
his life to God; he confesses all known sin. He does not walk in sin, and he does
not allow any sin to go unconfessed (1 Jn. 1:6-10).

2. A person walks and has fellowship with Christ. He lives and moves and has his
being with Christ. He communes and lives in consciousness of God’s presence,
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and from God’s presence, he learns of God and he draws the strength and authority
to live victoriously day by day (1 Jn. 2:6; 2:27; see Psa. 16:11; Prov. 3:5-6).

3. A person continues in the church; he has not gone out from the church (1 Jn. 2:19).

4. A person possesses confidence, an unashamedness in life, that prepares him for
eternity (1 Jn. 2:28).

5. A person does not walk in continuous sin (1 Jn. 3:6). He experiences constant
victory over sin.

6. A person actively surrenders himself to obey God’s commandments (1 Jn. 3:24).
7. Aperson experiences the indwelling presence and witness of the Spirit (1 Jn. 4:12-13).

8. A person dwells in love and unity and fellowship with all other believers (Jn.
17:21-23; 1 Jn. 4:16; see 1 Jn. 4:20). O
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THE MESSIAH’S REASONS
FOR SPEAKING IN PARABLES:
WHO RECEIVES AND WHO LOSES
MATHEW 13:10-17

Introduction: Parable

At this point in Jesus’ ministry He made a significant change in His method of

teaching. He began to speak in parables that were difficult to understand especially

when unbelievers were present. Why would He speak so that His audience could not

understand what He was saying? Three conclusions can be drawn from what Jesus said.

1.

L.

II.

The unbelieving crowds were deliberately shutting their eyes and ears to His claim
and refusing to be converted and healed spiritually (vv. 13-15).

It was time to teach the “secrets of the kingdom of heaven” to true disciples. The
secrets would be understood by true disciples, but they would be misunderstood by
those who deliberately blinded their eyes and deafened their ears.

“The secrets of the kingdom of heaven” cannot be understood without first recognizing
Jesus as the Messiah and as the One who brings the Kingdom of Heaven to men.

Jesus had always used illustrations, and sometimes the illustrations had been parables,
but the parables had always been clearly understood. But now the parables were
different, totally different. They were not clear, and the change in Jesus’ method
shocked the disciples. Therefore, they questioned Him: “Why?”” His answer was a
strong warning to some and a great promise to others. (See Mk. 4:12; Lk. 8:910)

Reason 1: spiritual understanding is given to believers and unbelievers (vv. 1011).

Reason 2: seekers and achievers receive more (v. 12).

III. Reason 3: unbelievers reject the truth — wilfully refuse to be open and to understand

(vv. 1315).

I'V. Reason 4: believers receive and are blessed (vv.16-17).

I.

Mathew 13:10—11 Speaking in Parables

Why did Jesus speak in parables? Note five points. (See Secret, 1 Cor. 2:7)

1.

Note the words, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” The disciples knew
the people did not understand, and Jesus was not explaining the parables to them. The
disciples were concerned lest the people miss the lessons.

Thought 1. We should always be concerned over the way the Word is preached and
taught and the way people receive the Word. Are they listening and growing, or are
they disinterested and stymied?
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Thought 2. Note: the same preaching turned some off (the unbelieving crowds) and
stirred some to seek more (the believing disciples). There is encouragement here for
the preacher and teacher and warning to the unbeliever.

Jesus made a very general statement. God gives believers the understanding of
spiritual things, the secrets of the Kingdom, but the secrets of the kingdom are not
given to unbelievers.

Common sense tells us that God will reveal things to a person who really believes

in Him and draws near Him things that He cannot reveal to a person who ignores,
neglects and cares nothing about God. Therefore, Christ puts it very simply: “The
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not
to them [unbelievers].” God does not reward unbelief: He rewards belief and trust
( Mt. 13:35).

There are “secrets” in the kingdom of heaven:

the incarnation and virgin birth of Christ (See Birth of Jesus Christ, Mt. 1:16; Virgin
Birth of Jesus Christ, Mt. 1:23; Immanuel, Mt. 1:23).

the i1deal and perfect righteousness of Christ secured by His living a sinless life while
on earth (See Mt. 5:1718).

the death of Christ on the cross for man (Mt. 27:2656)

the intercessory work of Christ going on right now (See Jesus Christ, Apostle and
High Priest, Heb. 3:1)

the Holy Spirit and His presence in the believer (Jn. 14:1621)

the material world and the spiritual world, or the physical and spiritual dimension of
being (See God — Father, Mt. 6:9)

man’s sinfulness and his dead spirit due to sin (Rom. 3:919; Eph. 2:13)

the church, both local and universal, and the mixture of both good and evil in it (See
Mt. 13:152)

the future resurrection (1 Cor. 15:51)

the destruction and remaking of the heavens and earth into a perfect universe (2 Pet.
3:1013)

The secrets of heaven have to be revealed by God. Man cannot know them by human
reason; they have to be given, that is, revealed.

The secrets of heaven are given, revealed to believers only. This is logical, exactly
what would be expected, as is mentioned above. The reasons given by Christ explain
even more why believers alone see and understand what God reveals (vv. 1215).

John 14:26 “But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.’

b
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1 Cor 2:12-13 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from
God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speatk,
not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing
spiritual truths in spiritual words.

1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you
do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things
and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit — just as it has taught you, remain in him.

II. Mathew 13:12 Commitment and Diligence

The first reason Christ spoke in parables is that seekers and achievers receive more.
Therefore He wanted to stir all men to seek and to achieve more and more. Seekers and
achievers do receive and get more. The non-dreamer and complacent receive little and get
less. This is a law of every realm.

1. It is the law of nature: the early bird gets the worm: the early get and survive; the late
get little and suffer.

2. lItis the law of man: men reward energy and effort, results and production. They
threaten and often take away from the lazy and inactive. Those who labour and
practice and are diligent and persistent see, hear and get. They are in a position to get
more and more and to be given more and more. But the neglectful, lazy non-worker
and the unfaithful lose.

All through life a man either gains or loses. He seldom, if ever, stands still. It all
depends on the dreams, the effort and the energy he is willing to exert.

3. It is the law of God.

Mat 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.”

Mat 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well.”

Mat 7:7-8 “Ask and it will be given to you,; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives,; he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks, the door will be opened.”

Luke 16:10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much,
and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”

Thought 1. A little formula says it all.
Perspective + initiative = success
Perspective — initiative = lost opportunity

Initiative — perspective = nothing
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By perspective is meant the ability to see, envision, dream, understand. It is the
ability to see clearly; to envision opportunity; to dream dreams; to conceive visions;
to look through. It is a person who has the capacity to dream dreams and envision
visions and see what is necessary to reach the vision. It is the capacity to measure
the importance of the vision and the steps to achieve it in all its relationships. Very
simply, it is a person with a vision who can measure its importance and who can see
its various parts.

By initiative is meant acting at the right time. A person must act, but act at the right
time. Therefore a person who has...

* Perspective (seeing opportunity) + initiative (acting at the right time) = success

» Perspective (seeing opportunity) — initiative (failing to act at the right time) =
lost opportunity

» Initiative — perspective = nothing (the person just acts and acts, flops around and

around, begins project after project and ends up with nothing. Why? Because he
lacks perspective or vision.)

It is the person who has God’s perspective (vision) and God’s energy (spirit) who
achieves and has all and does all that God purposes for him.

Thought 2. The person who seeks and seeks to achieve will receive more and more.
This passage is both a great encouragement and a realistic and understandable threat.

1) Itis a great encouragement to the person who is...

« faithful » diligent * steadfast
* toiling * persevering ¢ hard-working
* consistent * enduring * abeginner and finisher

* an initiator and finalizer

2) Itis arealistic and understandable threat to the person who is...

« lazy « idle * complacent * inconsistent
* closed-minded « closed-eyed <+ closed-eared ¢ self-satisfied

* sluggish * slothful * shiftless * purposeless

* alatesleeper ¢ alatestarter <+ atime-waster ¢ misguided

III. Mathew 13: 13—15 Unbelief and Rejection

The second reason Christ spoke in parables is that unbelievers reject and lose more and

more. Note three things.

1. The unbeliever’s rejection is wilful, always deliberate. He sees and hears, yet he

refuses to really open his eyes and ears. He refuses to understand.
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But why? Why does a person act so illogically, rebel and refuse to understand?
Christ said, “This people’s heart has become calloused” (v. 15). The Greek is “this
people’s heart has grown fat [overweight].” Being fat indicates sensuality and
senselessness. To eat and eat, adding weight upon weight, is living after the flesh
and makes no sense at all. It is sensual and senseless. Christ was therefore saying
this: the unbeliever has become so sensual and senseless that he rebels and refuses
to understand the secrets of God. His sensuality is due to worldliness and lust for the
things of the world (Rom. 8:58; 1 Jn. 2:1516), and his senselessness is due to being
deceived by the evil one (2 Cor. 4:34).

The unbeliever’s rejection is prophesied (Isa. 6:910; see Jn. 12:40; Acts 28:26f). A
man who wilfully rejects God experiences a judicial blindness and rejection by God.
The person who deliberately chooses to be blind and who rejects understanding is
given over to a just punishment. His obstinate unbelief and constant sin and continual
rejection lead to a judicial blindness and to being rejected by God.

Rom 1:24, 26, 28 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts
to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. Because of this,
God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations
for unnatural ones. Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to
be done.

Gen 6:3 Then the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is
mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”

Psa 81:11-12 “But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me.

2

So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their own devices.’

Prov 29:1 A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be
destroyed — without remedy.

Hosea 4:17 Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone!

Note also the clear description of the unbeliever’s rejection. No clearer or stronger
description could be given:

They harden their hearts. => They deafen their ears.
They close their eyes. => They deny what they see.
They refuse understanding. ~ => They fight conversion and healing.

Thought 1. Why do men reject Christ? Why do they harden their hearts, deafen their
ears and close their eyes?

John 3:19 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”

Psa 52:3 You love evil rather than good, falsehood rather than speaking the truth.
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Prov 2:14 Who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil.

2 Th 2:12 And so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have
delighted in wickedness.

Thought 2. One of the most tragic sights in all the world is to see people sitting under
the most glorious message and fall asleep, or be listless, inattentive, disinterested or
wilfully hardened and close-minded. God will “give them up” to their slumber and
deliberate hardness.

Thought 3. What a person is fighting against is conversion and spiritual healing. If
he listens and receives, he has to change his life, giving God all he is and has. So
he rebels and rejects — deliberately. The person does not want to be turned “from
darkness to light.” (Acts 26:18). He wants to continue in the darkness of his sin.

IV. Mathew 13:16—17 Privileges of Believers

The third reason Christ spoke in parables is that believers receive and are blessed with
more. The blessings of God include the greatest possessions imaginable: love, joy, peace,
confidence, assurance and eternal security. The blessings of God come from seeing and
hearing, that is, from conversion and spiritual healing, not from the things that men
desire (Jn. 10:10; 14:27; 15:11; 16:33; Phil. 4:6-7).

Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that
times of refreshing may come from the Lord.

Psa 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are
trustworthy, making wise the simple.

New Testament believers are much more privileged than Old Testament believers
because of Christ. (See 2 Cor. 3:6-18; Heb. 1:1-3; 1:4-14; 2:5-13; 2:14-18; 3:1-6;
4:14-16; 5:1-10; 7:1-10; 7:1-24, etc. Hebrews is an epistle which really shows the
New Testament believers’ great privilege in Christ)

1 Cor 2:9-10 However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind
has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” but God has revealed
it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

Col 1:26-27 The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but
is now disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make known among the
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

1 John 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the
truth.

Prov 15:31 He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise. ||}
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