MATHEW 01:18
MEANING OF CHRIST, MESSIAH

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary

was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together,
she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Mathew 01:18

The word for “Christ” and “Messiah” is the same word: Christos. Messiah is the
Hebrew word, and Christ is the Greek word. Both words refer to the same Person and
mean the same thing: the Anointed One. The Messiah is the Anointed One of God.
Mathew says that Jesus “is called Christ” (Mt. 1:16); that is, He is recognized as the
Anointed One of God, the Messiah Himself.

In the day of Jesus Christ, people feverishly panted for the coming of the long-
promised Messiah. The weight of life was harsh, hard, and impoverishing. Under the
Romans, people felt that God could not wait much longer to fulfil His promise. Such
longings for deliverance left the people trusting. Many arose who claimed to be the
Messiah and led the trusting followers into rebellion against the Roman State. The
insurrectionist, Barabbas, who was set free in the place of Jesus at Jesus’ trial, is an
example (Mk. 15:6f).

The Messiah was thought to be several things:

1. Nationally, He was to be the leader from David’s line who would free the Jewish
state and establish it as an independent nation, leading it to be the greatest nation
the world had ever known.

2. Militarily, He was to be a great military leader who would lead Jewish armies
victoriously over all the world.

3. Religiously, He was to be a supernatural figure straight from God who would
bring righteousness over all the earth.

4. Personally, He was to be the One who would bring peace to the whole world.

Jesus Christ accepted the title of Messiah on three different occasions (Mt. 16:17;
Mk. 14:61; Jn. 4:26). The name Jesus shows Him to be man. The name Christ shows
Him to be God’s anointed, God’s very own, Son. Christ is Jesus’ official title. It
identifies Him officially as:

*  Prophet (Deu. 18:15-19) * Priest (Psa. 110:4) + King (2 Sam. 7:12-13)

These officials were always anointed with oil, a symbol of the Holy Spirit who was
to perfectly anoint the Christ, the Messiah (Mt. 3:16; Mk. 1:10-11; Lk. 3:21-22; Jn.
1:32-33). O




