
Hebrews 09: 27   Death (thanatos)
Just as a man is destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgement, Hebrews 09:23

The basic meaning of death is separation. Death never means extinction, 
annihilation, non-existence, or inactivity. “Death is the separation of a person from 
the purpose or use for which he was intended.” (H.S. Miller. Quoted by Lehman 
Strauss. Devotional Studies in Galatians and Ephesians. Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux 
Bros. Copyright 1957 by Lehman Strauss, p. 137.)

The Bible speaks of three deaths.

1. Physical death: the separation of a man’s spirit or life from the body. This is what 
men commonly call death. It is when a person ceases to exist on this earth and is 
buried (1 Cor. 15:21-22; Heb. 9:27).

1 Cor 15:21-22 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead 
comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

Heb 9:27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.

2. Spiritual death: the separation of man’s spirit from God while he is still living 
and walking upon earth. This death is the natural state of a man on earth without 
Christ. Man is seen as still in his sins and dead to God (Eph. 2:l; 4:18; 1 Jn. 5:12).

Spiritual death speaks of a person who is dead while he still lives (1 Tim. 5:6). 
He is a natural man living in this present world, but he is said to be dead to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and to God and to spiritual matters.

a. A person who wastes his life in wild living is spiritually dead.

Luke 15:32 “But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”

b. A person who has not partaken of Christ is spiritually dead.

John 6:53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”

c. A person who does not have the spirit of Christ is said to be spiritually dead.

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if 
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to Christ. 

d. A person who lives in sin is said to be spiritually dead.

Eph 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.
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Col 2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your 
sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins.

e. A person who is separated from God is said to be spiritually dead.

Eph 4:18-19 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their 
hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality 
so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

f. A person who sleeps in sin is spiritually dead.

Eph 5:14 For it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: 
“Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

g. A person who lives in sinful pleasure is dead while he lives.

1 Tim 5:6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.

h. A person who does not have the Son of God is dead.

1 Tim 5:6 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God 
does not have life.

i. A person who does great religious works but does the wrong works is dead.

Rev 3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him 
who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you 
have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.” 

3. Eternal death: the separation of man from God’s presence forever. This is the 
second death, an eternal state of being dead to God. (1 Cor. 6:9-10; 2 Th. l:9). It 
is spiritual death, separation from God, that is prolonged beyond the death of the 
body. It is called the “second death” or eternal death.

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

Rom 8:6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is 
life and peace.
2 Th 1:9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 
presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power. 1


