
The Godly Mark of living 
in the scripture 
2 Timothy 03: 14—17

Introduction
Christians have always stressed the importance of the Bible or of the Scripture. Why? 
What is the importance and value of Scripture? This passage explains, declaring in no 
uncertain terms: the godly mark of a believer is that he lives in the Scripture.
I.	A  believer must live in the Scripture (v. 14).
II.	 Scripture makes a person wise for salvation (v. 15).
III.	Scripture is God-breathed, inspired by God (v. 16).
IV.	Scripture is useful to man (v. 16).
V.	 Scripture equips a man for every good work (v. 17).

I.   2 Timothy 03: 14   Live in the Scripture
Believers are to live in the Scriptures. Timothy had been taught the Scriptures all of his 
life. When he was only a child, his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois had rooted 
him in the Scriptures (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15). They were both strong believers in the Lord. 
Paul had also grounded Timothy in the Scriptures. But note a most critical point:

=>	 it is not enough to have learned the Scripture.

=>	 it is not enough to be assured that the teachings of Scripture are true.

=>	 it is not enough to know that your teachers teach the truth.

Timothy knew all this. He had learned the Scriptures and he had found the Scriptures to be 
true. The claims and promises of Scripture had worked in his own life. Timothy also knew 
his teachers; their lives bore testimony to the truth of Scripture. But this was not enough.

Note the word “continue” (mene). It means to abide, dwell, remain and stay in the 
Scripture. Simply stated, Timothy had to live in the Scripture — live, move and have his 
being in the Scripture. And more, he had to live out the Scripture — continue to walk and 
live in the truths of the Scripture. He had to do what Scripture said.

Thought 1. Note four significant points in this verse.

1)	A  person is to learn the Scripture.

2)	A  person is to be assured of the Scriptures, apply them to his life, and experience 
the truth and assurance of them.

3)	 A person is to know his teachers — make sure that they teach the truth of the Scripture.

4)	 A person is to continue in the Scripture: abide and dwell, remain and stay in the 
Scripture. He is to live and move and have his being in Scripture.
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II.   2 Timothy 03: 15   Scripture and Salvation
Scripture makes a person wise for salvation. If man needs anything, he needs wisdom, 
wisdom about how to be saved. Death and every other evil imaginable rushes about and 
floods the world of man. The strongest among men are swept about and drowned by...

•	 drugs	 •	 disease	 •	 broken homes	 •	 bad habits	

•	 pride	 •	 license	 •	 selfishness	 •	 greed	

•	 envy	 •	 war	 •	 murmuring	 •	 loneliness	

•	 crime	 •	 accident	 •	 loss	 •	 enslavements	

•	 conceit	 •	 power	 •	 extravagance	 •	 gluttony	

•	 jealousy	 •	 death	 •	 grumbling	 •	 purposelessness

•	 lawlessness	 •	 immorality	 •	 broken health	 •	 lusts	

•	 indulgence	 •	 prejudice	 •	 discrimination	 •	 drunkenness	

•	 murder	 •	 gossip	 •	 emptiness

There is no end to the evil that is drowning man and his world. What man and his world 
need is wisdom, the wisdom to save himself and his world. Is such a wisdom available? 
This is the glorious message of this verse, “Yes!” The Holy Scriptures are able to 
make man wise for salvation. The Holy Scriptures can save man and his world. How? 
“Through faith in Christ Jesus.” It is the Holy Scriptures that tell us about God’s great 
plan of salvation for man, about how God saves man through faith in His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is the Holy Scriptures alone and no other book...

•	 that tells us that God loves the world — that He loves the world so much that He sent His 
one and only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, into the world to reveal and tell us the truth.

•	 that tells us that Jesus Christ has taken care of the problem of righteousness 
and perfection — that He lived a perfect life and secured the ideal and perfect 
righteousness for man — that when a man believes in Jesus Christ, God takes that 
man’s faith and counts it as righteousness.

•	 that tells us that Jesus Christ has taken care of the problem of sin and death — that He 
took all the sins of men upon Himself and bore the penalty and punishment of those 
sins — that He died for man — that when a person believes in Jesus Christ, God takes 
that person’s faith and counts it as the death of Christ — that God counts the person as 
having died in Christ and thereby he never has to die.

•	 that tells us that Jesus Christ has taken care of the problem of living forever — that He 
has been raised from the dead to live eternally in the presence of God the Father — 
that when a person believes in Jesus Christ, God takes that person’s faith and counts it 
as the resurrection of Jesus Christ — that the person is counted as having been raised 
in Christ and is thereby given eternal life.
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The point is this: the Holy Scripture tells us how we can be saved through God’s Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No other book reveals this to man. The only wisdom that can ever 
save this world is the wisdom of God Himself, and that wisdom is found in His Holy 
Scriptures, the Holy Bible.

John 15:3 “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”

John 17:17 “Sanctify them [set them apart to God] by the truth; your word is truth.”

John 20:31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Rom 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

Rom 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

1 Cor 10:11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as 
warnings for us, on whom the fulfilment of the ages has come.

2 Pet 1:19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts.

1 John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.

Psa 119:9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.

Psa 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Psa 119:130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.

III.   2 Timothy 03: 16   God—Breathed Scripture 
Scripture is God-breathed, inspired by God. This is an extremely important verse in 
understanding the nature of Scripture, that is, in understanding just what the Scripture is, 
its nature and authority. Note several facts.

1.	 Paul was, of course, referring to the Old Testament Scriptures; the New Testament 
Scriptures had not yet been completed. However, this passage is certainly applicable 
to the New Testament.

William Barclay says: “If what Paul claims for Scripture is true of the Old Testament, 
how much truer it is of the still more precious words of the New Testament” (The 
Letters to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, p. 229).

A.T. Robertson, the great Greek scholar, says: “There is no doubt that the apostles 
claimed to speak by the help of the Holy Spirit (1 Th. 5:27; Col. 4:16) just as the 
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prophets of old did (1 Pet. 1:20f.)... Peter thus puts Paul’s epistles on the same plane 
with the O.T.” (Word Pictures in the New Testament, Vol. 6, p. 179).

The point is this: all Scripture — both the Old and New Testament — is inspired by God.

2.	 Scripture is God-breathed, inspired by God; (theopneustos). What does this mean? 
What does it mean to say that God-breathed the Holy Scriptures? No one can say for 
sure, but this much can be said.

=>	 The idea is that God breathed out the Scripture or God produced the Scripture 
somewhat like He did creation.

Psa 33:6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the 
breath of his mouth.

Note: it is the Scripture that is inspired, not the man. The Bible does not claim to 
be written by inspired men. It does claim that the writing is supernaturally given or 
breathed by God. The Scripture is breathed out by God, not breathed into by God. 
The meaning is this: the writing is supernaturally given or breathed by God. The 
Bible claims to be the Word given by the creative breath of God.

The great Greek scholar A. T. Robertson again says: “God-breathed...[this] is in contrast 
to the commandments of men” (Word Pictures in the New Testament, Vol. 4, p. 179).

The great Bible expositor Mathew Henry says: “It [Scripture] is a divine revelation, 
which we may depend upon as infallibly true. The same Spirit that breathed reason 
into us breathes revelation among us: For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man, but holy men spoke as they were moved or carried forth by the 
Holy Ghost, 2 Pet. l:21. “The prophets and apostles did not speak from themselves, 
but what they received of the Lord that they delivered unto us” (Mathew Henry’s 
Commentary, Vol. 5, p. 846f).

The excellent preacher Oliver Greene says: “God Almighty is sovereign; and if we are 
saved through the power of the Gospel; if the Gospel makes us wise unto salvation; 
if it is not God’s will that any man perish but that all come to repentance, we can 
rest assured that He has preserved and protected His holy Scriptures down through 
the centuries!... Any thing we need to know about our relationship to God and His 
relationship to us is found in the Bible. We need no added books, and we cannot 
afford to take any away. If we add to or take from His Word, God will take away our 
part out of the book of life. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. ‘Given by 
inspiration of God,’ according to the Greek dictionary, is one Greek word, meaning 
‘God-breathed’” (The Epistles of Paul the Apostle to Timothy and Titus, p. 355).

3.	 The accuracy and dependability of Scripture is clearly seen when one studies what 
Scripture has to say about itself. (See Word of God, 1 Th. 2:13; The Bible, Scripture, 
2 Pet. 1:19-21.)
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a.	 The Holy Spirit is the author of the Scriptures (2 Pet. 1:19-21, esp. 21). The word of 
the prophets is more accurately translated prophetic word. The origin of Scripture is 
not found in the will of man, that is, in his attempt to find truth and to interpret truth. 
But it is found in the Word of the Holy Spirit who reveals truth to man (cp. Jn. 16:12-
15; 1 Cor. 2:9-10).

b.	 The writers of the Old Testament claim that the Bible is the Word of God (2 Sam. 
23:1-3; Isa. 8:1, 11; Jer. 1:9; 5:14; 7:27; 13:12; Ezk. 3:4-11; Mic. 3:8; Jer. 23:29; Hab. 
2:2; Zech. 4:8). They refer to Scripture as “the Word,” “the Statutes,” “the Law,” 
and “the Testimonies” (cp. Psa. l9:lf; 119:1f). “This is what the Lord says” or an 
equivalent phrase is used over two thousand times in the Old Testament alone.

The writers of the New Testament confirm the claims of the Old Testament writers 
(Heb. 1:1; cp. Mt. l:22; 2:15; Acts 1:16; 28:25; Eph. 4:8; Tim. 1:18-20). They show 
the high authority of the Scriptures when they use phrases such as, “It is written” and 
“Scripture says.” They expected the readers and hearers to be bound by Scripture.

c.	 The writers of the New Testament claim that the Bible is the Word of God (Acts 15:28; 
1 Cor. 2:13; 3:1; 11:23; 14:37; 15:1-4; Gal. l: 11-12; 1 Th. 2:13; 1 Pet. 3:2). Paul 
affirmed on behalf of all the apostles that their words were divinely taught (1 Cor. 
2:13, note the word we). Peter asserts the same level of authority for the writings of 
the apostles as for the Old Testament Scriptures (2 Pet. 3:2). The view of inspiration 
was clear in the early church: the first church council stated that the conclusions of 
the council were given by the Holy Spirit through the leaders (Acts 15:28f).

d.	 Jesus Christ claims that the Bible is the Word of God. He contrasts the Scriptures and 
the commandments of God with the traditions and instructions of men (Mk. 7:6-13). 
He equates the word of Moses with Scripture and His own word with the word of 
Moses and both as the Word of God (Jn. 5:38, 45-47). He says, “the Scripture cannot 
be broken” (Jn. 10:35). He validated the most minute portions of Scripture (Mt. 5:18; 
Lk. l6:17). He continually argued the validity of Scripture (Mt. 4:4, 10; 22:29, 32, 43; 
Mk. 12:24; Lk. 4:4, 8). He saw Himself as the focus and fulfilment of Scripture (Lk. 
24:25-27). He asserted that what was written must be fulfilled (Lk. 22:36-37). He 
predicted and approved the New Testament and assured His apostles that they would 
be kept from error (Jn. 16:13).

e.	 The Bible is absolutely trustworthy (Mt. 24:35). “The Scripture cannot be broken” 
(Jn. 10:34-35).

1 Th 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word 
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it 
actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.

2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness.
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2 Pet 1:21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

1 Thessalonians 02: 13  Word of God

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the work 
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the work of 
men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who 
believe. 1 Thessalonians 02: 13

The Bible claims to be the Word of God (see 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pt. 1:19-21).

=> The unity of Scripture indicates an origin that could come only from one mind, 
God’s mind (see note 2 Pt. 1:19-21).

=> Scripture has changed millions of lives for God.

=> Fulfilled prophecy and archaeology substantiate a divine origin. (See Lk. 3:23-38).

In fact, the unique feature of the Bible is that it has always been exhaustively 
substantiated to be the Word of God by any approach of investigation that is serious 
and honest. But note: both seriousness and honesty are necessary for the truth to 
be received. No less evidence could be expected from the mind and providence of 
God. For God can speak only the truth, and any pure investigation of truth can only 
substantiate His Word. But in saying this, it is necessary to recall that faith is an 
element in substantiating anything. Therefore, in accepting the Bible as the Word of 
God, faith is involved; it is one of the elements required.

However, the supreme authority for accepting the Bible as Word of God is Jesus 
Christ. If we believe in the divine mission of Christ and His apostles then we must 
believe that the Bible is the Word of God (Jn. 5:39).

That Jesus Christ was a historical person is tact.

=>	 That Jesus Christ claims to be the Son of God is fact.

=>	 That Jesus Christ is the Son of God is faith.

That the Bible is an historical book is fact.

=>	 That the Bible claims to be the Word of God is fact.

=>	 That the Bible is the Word of God is faith.

1 Cor 2:12-13 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we 
speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
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1 Th 2:13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the 
word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 
hut as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.

2 Tim 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman 
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness.

Heb 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways.

1 Pet 1:11 Trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of 
Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
glories that would follow.

2 Pet 1:20-21 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the 
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 Pet 3:2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets 
and the command given by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles.

Rev 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what 
must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John.

Rev 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from 
their labour, for their deeds will follow them.” 1

2 Peter 01: 19—21  The Bible, Scripture
“Word of prophecy” is better translated prophetic word, referring to the whole 
prophetic message centred in Jesus Christ. The prophetic word did not begin or 
originate in the mind of man, but in the mind of God. However, God used men as 
instruments and authors to communicate His message to the world.

Over a period of some 1500 years He chose kings, soldiers, peasants, farmers, 
scholars, priests, statesmen — approximately thirty-five authors from different 
nations, professions, and social strata. The original manuscripts were written in three 
different languages — Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.

1.	 The word Bible comes from the Greek word biblos, meaning a book. The Bible is 
also called “the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4) and “the Word of God” (Heb. 4:12). 
The Bible is divided into two parts:
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=> The first part, the Old Testament, was written before Christ.

=> The second part, the New Testament, was written after Christ came. The word 
testament means a covenant or an agreement. Therefore, the Bible is God’s 
covenant, an agreement He has made with man. The Old Testament is His 
covenant with man before Christ came, and the New Testament is His covenant 
with man after Christ came.

2.	 The Old Testament has thirty-nine books which were designated as “the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Holy Writings or Psalms” (Lk. 24:25-27). The books are 
sometimes divided as follows:

=> Five Law Books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. These 
five are known as the Pentateuch.

=> Twelve History Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I and II Samuel, 1 and II Kings, I 
and II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.

=> Five Poetic Books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon.

=> Twelve Short or Minor Prophetic Books: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

=> Five Long or Major Prophetic Books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
and Daniel.

3.	 The New Testament has twenty-seven books which are sometimes divided as 
follows:

=> Four Gospels which cover the life of Christ: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

=> One History Book which deals with the early believers and early church: Acts.

=> Fourteen Pauline Letters or Epistles written to specific churches or individual 
Christians: Romans, I and II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, I and II Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and 
perhaps Hebrews.

=> Seven General Letters or Epistles written by other men to specific groups, each 
bearing the author’s name: James, I and II Peter, I, II, and III John, Jude.

=> One Prophetic Book: Revelation.

4.	 The Bible has one central theme: Jesus Christ. He is the key to understanding 
what God reveals. He is the focal point of human history. In Him God reveals His 
purpose and program for the ages (Heb. 1:1-2).

5.	 The unity of the Bible is a miracle of God. Think of the facts: thirty-five different 
authors from unbelievably diverse backgrounds wrote over a 1500 year period. 
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Think of the number and diversity of subjects, yet look at the harmony of purpose 
and theme. There is only one explanation. God has spoken and has preserved an 
authoritative record of His message: “Men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21).

6.	 The Bible claims to be the record of Jesus Christ (Jn. 5:39), and it claims to be 
the written Word of God (2 Pet. l:21). As such it is inseparably linked with the 
living Word of God, Jesus Christ (Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23). Jesus Christ is the 
living Word of God and the Bible is the written Word of God. The written Word 
testifies to the living Word even as the living Word [Christ Himself] testified to 
the written Word. 1

IV.   2 Timothy 03: 16   Scripture is for Man

Scripture is profitable to man. The word useful (ophelimos) means profitable, beneficial 
and helpful. Simply stated, the Bible is for man; God gave it to help man. There are four 
very specific helps found in the Bible.

1.	 The Bible is useful for teaching. God wants man to know beyond doubt who God 
is; who man is; and the beginning, meaning and end of all things. The Scripture 
reveals the truth — the nature, meaning and significance of truth. The Bible gives 
man the principles and rules for life. It gives him the teachings and doctrines for the 
foundations of life.

John 5:39 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me.”

John 7:16-17 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who 
sent me. If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching 
comes from God or whether I speak on my own.”

John 8:31-32 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”

Rom 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

2.	 The Bible is useful for rebuking. God wants man to sense conviction and to be 
rebuked when he is disobedient to God’s will. The Scripture reveals God’s will and 
the consequences of disobedience to His will.

John 16:7-8, 13 “But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 
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to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
righteousness and judgment: But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and 
he will tell you what is yet to come.”

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Jer 5:14 Therefore this is what the Lord God Almighty says: “Because the people 
have spoken these words, I will make my words in your mouth a fire and these people 
the wood it consumes.

Jer 23:29 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that 
breaks a rock in pieces?”

3.	 It is useful for correcting. God wants man to be set aright when he is wrong. The 
Bible teaches obedience by teaching a person to discipline himself, even to the point 
of suffering (Heb. 5:8).

John 15:3 “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”

John 17:17 “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”

Eph 5:26 To make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word.

1 Pet 1:22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.

Psa 119:9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.

4.	 It is useful for training in righteousness. God wants man to know the right things to 
do, to think and to say. The Bible reveals how to live “self-control, upright and godly 
lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing 
of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:12-13).

2 Tim 2:14-15 Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against 
quarrelling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. Do your 
best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

1 Pet 2:2-3 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Deu 1:18 And at that time I told you everything you were to do.

Psa 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.
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V.   2. Timothy 03: 17   Scripture Completes Man

Scripture equips — thoroughly equips — a man for every good work. By “thoroughly” 
(artios) is meant complete, matured, filled. No person is complete or mature apart from 
Scripture. Man was made for God and he is to live by the Word of God. If he tries to 
live without God and His Word, man fails in life. He lives an incomplete, immature and 
misfitted life. This is particularly true of the man of God, the person who claims to be a 
minister or teacher of God’s Word.

Thought 1. Scripture alone, the very Word of God itself, can make a person 
thoroughly complete and equip him for every good work. William Barclay’s 
comments on this point pierce the heart and need to be heeded by everyone of us:

“The study of the Scriptures trains a man in righteousness until he is equipped 
for every good work. Here is the essential conclusion. The study of the Scriptures 
must never be selfish; it must never be simply for the good of a man’s own soul. 
Any change, any conversion which makes a man think of nothing but of the fact 
that he has been saved is no true change and no true conversion. He must study the 
Scriptures to make himself useful to God and useful to his fellow men. He must study, 
not simply and solely to save his own soul, but that he may make himself such that 
God will use him to help to save the souls and comfort the lives of others. No man is 
saved unless he is on fire to save his fellow men” (The Letters to Timothy. Titus, and 
Philemon, p. 232).

What a convicting statement: “He must study... that God will use him to help to save 
the souls and comfort the lives of others. No man is saved unless he is on fire to save 
his fellow men.” What an indictment that every man of God must heed. We must 
study more and more — we must allow the Scripture to stir us more and more so that 
we will reach out to save souls and to minister more and more.

Mat 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”

John 5:39 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me.”

Acts 17:11-12 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, 
for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true. Many of the Jews believed, as did also a 
number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.
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Rom 15:1-4 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not 
to please ourselves. Each of us should please his neighbour for his good, to build 
him up. For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of 
those who insult you have fallen on me.” For everything that was written in the past 
was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.

Deu 17:19 It [God’s word] is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life 
so that he may learn to revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of 
this law and these decrees. g


