
THE MESSIAH’S CALL TO HIS DISCIPLES
MATHEW 10: 01—04

Introduction

The apostles were called earlier to be “fishers of men” (Mt. 4:18-22; 9:9; Jn. 1:35-51).
Each one had been called in his own special way from his environment. Christ was now
calling the apostles to go forth in the fulfilment of their first call. In a sense, we may say
they were called twice (see Mk. 3:14; Jn. 12:26).

1. They received their commitment call. They were to receive formal training, learning
how to become “fishers of men.”

2. They received their commissioning call. They were to receive practical training,
actually go out to “fish for men.”

There are several important facts given about their commissioning call.

I. They were called “to Him” (v. l).

II. They were given power and authority (v. l).

III. They were twelve in number (v. 2).

IV. They were made apostles (v. 2).0

V. They included three sets of brothers (v. 2).

VI. They were organized two by two for ministry (vv. 3-4).

I.   Mathew 10: 01  Disciples were Called “to Him”

The disciples were called “to Him” (Christ). There are three steps in the call of the
disciples to the ministry.

1. The discipleship call. They heard about Christ, went to hear Him, and began to follow
Him just as many others did (see Jn. 1:35f).

2. The commitment call. There were multitudes of people following Christ, but He
noticed the unusual commitment of these twelve men. At this point, He called them to
the ministry: to leave all and to begin a period of special training in order to preach
and teach professionally. Note Lk. 6:13 where Jesus called His disciples to Him, and
from among the many whom He called, “He chose twelve of them whom he also
designated apostles.”

3. The commissioning call. Christ commissioned them to go forth with the message of
salvation.

Thought 1. The disciples who had been with Jesus for some time had touched, talked,
shared, communed, prayed, meditated and fellowshipped with Him. They had shared
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and been taught the Scriptures by Him and probably had been taught how to preach
and teach. They certainly had witnessed His preaching and teaching and how He went
about both. Several lessons can be learned from this.

1) Every believer needs to be with Jesus. We must all learn to quietly meditate on and
study His Word and commune with Him in prayer.

2) Every servant needs to go through a period of preparation and training before
being sent forth. A servant must first be proved (1 Tim. 3:10).

3) A personal relationship, being with Jesus day by day, is essential for ministry.
There is no substitute for the training a person receives at the feet of Jesus
studying His Word, learning from His Spirit, and communing with Him in prayer.

Thought 2. Note three lessons.

1) A person must first be trained, then he can become qualified to serve.

Mat 5:1-2 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.
His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying:

2 Tim 2:2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

2) The major prerequisite for ministry is to be “with Jesus,” learning from Him and
His Word, communing with Him in prayer and in quietness.

Psa 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day
and night.

Psa 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I
will be exalted in the earth.”

Psa 145:18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

2 Tim 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

James 4:8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

3) Public ministry requires two forms of preparation or training.

a) Private preparation with Christ: being with Him all alone (2 Tim. 2:15).

b) Public preparation or formal training: observing and learning from Christ as He
ministers through others (Mt. 5:1f; 2 Tim. 2:2).
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MATHEW 10: 01  CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive
out evil spirits and to heal every disease and  sickness. Mathew 10: 01

The call of the disciples is a precious study. Jesus called them “to Him”; He chose
them “to be with Him” (Mk. 3:14). They were called out from among many
followers (Lk. 6:13). 

II.   Mathew 10: 01   Disciples were Given Power and Authority

The disciples were given power and authority. The power to heal and cast out demons was
given to prove that Christ was truly the Son of God (Mt. 9:6; Jn. 10:25-26). The apostles
were given the same authority and power because they were being sent in His name. They
were proclaiming Him and His message to be true; they were proving it by the power
given them.

1 Tim 1:15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners — of whom I am the worst.

The major thing that the miracles teach is this: God truly loves and cares for us here and
now, physically. His care is not only for the future and for our spiritual welfare, but His
care is for our deliverance in the here and now (the Great Redeemer).

Luke 10:19-20 “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 4:33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.

Acts 6:10 But they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke.

Eph 3:19-20  And to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled
to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.

2 Tim 1:6-8 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity,
but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. So do not be ashamed to testify
about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the
gospel, by the power of God.
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Thought 1. Note three lessons.

1) A servant’s power is derived from his master. The believer’s authority is derived
from his Lord.

=> This is great assurance. The Lord’s servant does not face the world alone. He has
supernatural authority and power behind him, the very power of the Lord Himself.

=> This is great responsibility. The Lord’s servant has no right to strike out and act alone.
He is to carry the message and deeds of the Lord, not his own message and behaviour.

2) The authority and power given by the Lord concerns ministry not position, wealth,
fame or earthly dominion. The Lord’s servant is given power to reach and help people.
What a lesson for the motives and actions of God’s servants, both lay and clergy!

3) The power given by the Lord is directed against the devil and evil spirits that
control men. It is a spiritual warfare, fought against the evil that possesses the
minds and hearts of men.

=> There is the evil of false teachings and doctrines or beliefs that are always so
prominent among mankind (1 Tim. 4:l).

=> There is the evil of deceptive and fleshly behaviour that has always enslaved men
(2 Tim. 3:1-7, 13).

=> There is the evil of some who rebel so much that they are given over to walk
almost exclusively after the flesh (2 Pet. 2:10).

MATHEW 10: 01  POWER AND AUTHORITY (EXOUSIA)
The Greek word means authority. Christ was giving His own authority to His
messengers. They were sent forth by Him on His special mission; therefore, they were
given His authority and power to minister.

Notice that the power to save or convert the lost is not given. Why? Only God can
save and penetrate the spiritual world or dimension. Man’s authority is limited to the
physical world and dimension.

MATHEW 10: 01  UNCLEAN SPIRITS;  EVIL SPIRITS

He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive
out evil spirits and to heal every disease and  sickness. Mathew 10: 01

Evil spirits are spirits of unholy, polluted, immoral and unjust behaviour; they are
spirits belonging to the ungodly realm of darkness. Two things need to be said about
evil spirits at this point.
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1. Christ accepts and teaches the presence and reality of evil spirits. He sent His
apostles forth with the authority to cast them out.

2. Throughout human experience, most beliefs have extremes that arise and surround
the truth of the belief. Note several facts that every thinking and honest person
knows about this fact of human experience.

a. The extremes of a belief range from extreme liberalism (denial) all the way over
to extreme conservatism (superstition).

b. The fact that some carry a belief over into superstitious behaviour does not mean
that there is not truth in the belief. It does not mean this any more than the denial
of a belief means the belief is untrue.

c. The fact that some may and probably do misread and carry the belief in evil spirits
over into the area of the superstitious does not mean there are not evil spirits.
Christ did accept their presence, and He taught the fact of their existence to His
apostles. (See notes, Lk. 8:26-40; Mt. 8:28-34.)

III.   Mathew 10: 02   The Call of the Twelve Disciples

The disciples were twelve in number. A teacher, including Christ, can adequately teach
only so many. Note that Christ taught some things to the multitudes; then He taught more
to a much smaller number (Mary, Martha, Lazarus and some others); and finally He taught
all things to a small band of men (the twelve apostles). We might say that He taught all He
could to a small band of disciples who were to carry on His life’s work (see Jethro’s
advice to Moses, suggesting that Moses organize the people into groups of ten for more
efficient rule, Exo. 18:17-26).

There are two thoughts at this point.

Thought 1. How much we need to heed this method that Christ followed — the
method of making disciples out of a few while ministering to the many. And note: the
twelve were not to be administrators for Christ. They were to be ministers for Christ,
men who would do the same work of ministry that He did. They were to carry on the
ministry He had begun.

Thought 2. What would happen if every minister and teacher (lay and religious)
discipled just twelve persons in their lifetime, twelve who would carry on some kind
of ministry? How long would it take to reach the world with the gospel?
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MATHEW 10: 02  APOSTLES

    These are the names of the twelve apostles:.... Mathew 10: 02

Why did Christ select twelve special apostles instead of some other number? There
are several possible reasons.

1. There were twelve tribes of Israel. Israel had been the first called to be the people
of God (Gen. l2:l-5). Christ wanted to reach out to Israel first and to give them a
last chance. Therefore, He wanted an apostle to represent each of the twelve
tribes, to equal the twelve patriarchs of Israel, that is, to equal Jacob’s sons. The
number twelve was symbolizing that He was making an attempt to reach all Israel.

2. The Jews had been the first called by God (Gen. l2:l-5). Therefore, they were to
be the first called by God’s Son. The twelve apostles were to be the
representatives of Christ who were to bring Israel’s twelve tribes to God the
Father. Note an important fact: Christ said the twelve apostles were to judge the
twelve tribes of Israel (Mt. 19:28; Lk. 22:29-30).

3. The twelve apostles were to be the patriarchs, the heads, the apostles of the new
Israel (Rev. 21:14; Jas. 1:1; see Gal. 6:16; see Rom. 2:28-29). 

IV.   Mathew 10: 02  Disciples were Made Apostles

The disciples were made apostles (See, Apostle, Mt. 10:2). Note several things.

1. Christ Himself is called an apostle; that is, He was the messenger of God sent by God
Himself. (See Heb. 3:1.)

2. These twelve men were also to be called apostles; that is, they were to be the
messengers sent by Christ Himself.

3. There is a sense in which the ministers of every generation are the Lord’s apostles, His
very special messengers. They are the men who are sent forth by Christ to be His
representatives. There is a lesson here in that God’s people should respect the Lord’s
messenger as His special apostle.

John 1:6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.

Jer 3:15 Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with
knowledge and understanding.

Jer 23:4 “I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.



The Messiah’s Call to His Disciples

Mathew 10: 01—04 7

John 21:17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said,
“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his
own blood.

1 Pet 5:2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers —
not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy
for money, but eager to serve.

MATHEW 10: 02   APOSTLE (APOSTOLOS)
To send out. An apostle is a representative, an ambassador, a person who is sent out
into one country to represent another country. Three things are true of the apostle.
=> He belongs to the One who has sent him out.
=> He is commissioned to be sent out.
=> He possesses all the authority and power of the One who sends him out.

The word apostle has both a narrow and a broad usage in the New Testament.

1. The narrow sense. It refers to the twelve apostles and to Paul as an apostle (Acts 1:21-
22; 1 Cor. 9:1). In this narrow sense, there were at least two basic qualifications.

a. The apostle was a man chosen directly by the Lord Himself or by the Holy Spirit
(see Mt. 10:1-2; Mk. 3:13-14; Lk. 6:13; Acts 9:6, 15; 13:2; 22:10, 14-15; Rom.
l:l). He was a man who had either seen or been a companion of the Lord Jesus.

b. The apostle was a man who had been an eyewitness of the resurrected Lord (Acts
1:21-22; 1 Cor. 9:1).

2. The broad sense. The word “apostle” refers to other men who preached the
Gospel. It is used of two missionaries: Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14, 17) and Silas (1
Th. 2:6), and two messengers, Titus (2 Cor. 8:23) and Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25).
There is also a possibility that James, the Lord’s brother (Gal. l:19), and
Andronicus and Junia (Rom. 16:7) are referred to as apostles.

In the narrow sense, the gift of an apostle was bound to I die out because of the
unique qualifications to receive the gift. But historically, in the broad sense, there
is perhaps a sense in which the qualifications and gift itself are still given and used
by the Lord. The Lord’s servants of all generations must see the Lord and know Him
intimately. Similarly, we must personally see and experience the power of the
resurrection. Certainly there are some in every generation who have so seen the Lord
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Jesus and who so know and so experience the power of the Lord’s resurrection.
Perhaps the Lord Jesus endues some with the very special gift of an apostle to be
used in a very special way throughout His most precious domain — the church.

V.   Mathew 10: 02   Brothers Made Disciples

The disciples included three sets of brothers (See Disciples, Mt. 10:2). Note the influence
of families upon children. Six of Christ’s apostles, one half of the inner circle, were
apparently from closely knit families. The brothers respected each other enough to listen
and follow one another (see Jn. 1:40f).

MATHEW 10: 02  DISCIPLES

The disciples who were brothers were Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John (the
sons of Zebedee), and the other James and Mathew.

James’ father was Alphaeus or Clopos (Jn. 19:25). Mathew’s father was also named
Alphaeus. Thus, it is possible that James and Mathew were brothers. Tradition says
that James was a tax collector just like Mathew. If true, this would give weight to their
being brothers.  

VI.   Mathew 10: 03—04  Disciples were Sent Two by Two

The disciples were organized two by two for ministry.

Thought 1. Christ seemed to arrange the apostles two by two; note how Mathew
groups them by twos. Several lessons can be immediately drawn from this.

1) We need each other, someone with whom we can be close in fellowship and
ministry.

2) We need to go forth together two by two.

3) We need to organize for ministry.

Thought 2. Note the humility that Mathew teaches. He is the writer of this great
Gospel, yet he demonstrates the ingredient so necessary for the servant of Christ (Phil.
2:3-4; see Rom. 12:10).

1) He mentions Thomas, his partner, before himself. The other two gospel writers
place him before Thomas.

2) He again mentions his terrible past — that he was a publican and a traitor to the
Jewish nation (See Mathew, Tax Collector, Mt. 9:9-13).

Thought 3. The presence of Judas Iscariot, a betrayer, did not permanently affect the
others. Christ can and does overrule, working all things out for good (Rom. 8:28). 



THE MESSIAH’S COMMISSION
TO HIS DISCIPLES
MATHEW 10: 05—15

Introduction

This is the commission of our Lord to His apostles. It was the very first expedition they
had been sent out on all alone. Note how carefully Jesus instructed them and the clear
implications for His followers in every generation.
I. Jesus sent out His disciples: instructed them, “Go” (v. 5).
II. First, go to Israel, to the lost of one’s own house (v. 6).
III. Second, preach: the Kingdom of Heaven is near (v. 7).
IV. Third, minister, sharing freely (v. 8).
V. Fourth, receive compensation (vv. 9-10).
VI. Fifth, seek a worthy host (v. 11).
VII. Sixth, plan your ministry and your visits (vv. 12-15).

I.   Mathew 10: 05   The Commission to “Go”
Jesus sent out His disciples, instructing them. Note that Jesus did not send forth every disciple
who was following Him. Only a few were chosen to serve as special messengers who were
to devote all their time to preaching and ministering (See notes, Mt. 10:1-4). Most other
disciples were to be witnessing for Christ in their work and in their other daily activities.

Thought 1. A person is sent forth by Jesus; he does not choose to go forth. If he does,
he goes forth in his own strength and power. He cannot expect the power of Christ.

Thought 2. The ministry is not a profession; it is a commission. Christ calls and
commissions. The man who chooses to be a minister without a true call and
commissioning of the Lord experiences four things.

(1) He finds himself ministering primarily in his own strength.

(2) He often finds his heart void and feels the constant pressure of having to come up
with human ideas and human programs. He has difficulty maintaining a sense of
meaning and purpose for both himself and his people.

(3) He senses a real void and shortcoming in proclaiming the gospel and in doing the
work of the ministry.

(4) He often wonders what good is really being done. He just lacks the sense of a real
call within; therefore, there is no outside godly connection to comfort and assure
him that he is in God’s will. He is left to seek comfort and assurance only from
himself or from some other human source. There is no supernatural Spirit or power
to encourage him.
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II.   Mathew 10: 06  Commission to Witness
First, go to Israel; that is, do not go to the lost of the world, but to the lost of one’s own
house (See Israel, Mt. 10:6). The offer of salvation was to go to Israel first; now it is to be
offered to the whole world (Rom. 9:30; see Rom. l0:13).

Thought 1. A man is to go to his own house first.

(1) He is to demonstrate love for his own family and friends first. If he does not love
those of his own household, how can he love those whom he does not know?

(2) He is to learn how to bear witness with those who are more likely to respond
instead of react. Such knowledge better prepares him to face the world and its
negative responses.

MATHEW 10: 06 ISRAEL

“Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.” Mathew 10: 06

Jesus had several reasons for sending His messengers to Israel first. (1) Israel held a
very special place in God’s plans. Tie nation was to be given first opportunity to hear
the Gospel (See Israel, God’s Special People, Jn. 4:22). (2) The disciples needed to
concentrate their efforts right where they were lest their efforts be scattered. (3) God’s
method is always for a person to reach his own home and his own people first. A
person is to begin his witness and work immediately right where he lives.

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”

1 Pet 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

A word needs to be said about Israel. Jesus was pointing out several things.

1. Israel has a very special place in God’s heart (See Israel, God’s Special People,
Jn. 4:22). Therefore, the gospel was to be preached to Israel first.

2. Israel is as a lost sheep: “My people have been lost sheep” (Jer. 50:6). Note that
the Gentiles are also called “lost sheep” (1 Pet. 2:25).

3. Israel’s people were lost because their shepherds (teachers) let them scatter. Their
teachers had not adhered to the truth (See note, Mt. 9:35-38).

Mat 9:36-38 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
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III.   Mathew 10: 07  Preaching the Kingdom of Heaven

Second, preach — preach that the kingdom of heaven is near. Note the message is a given
message, given by the Lord Himself. The disciples were not to proclaim their own ideas
nor the ideas of others. They were to preach the message given by the Lord. No matter the
generation, the message needs to be repeated and repeated.

=> It is the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb. 13:8). It was the message of Christ
(Mt. 4:17, 23).

=> It was the message of John (Mt. 3:2).

=> It was the message of the apostles and ministers of Christ.

Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Thought 1. The Kingdom of Heaven necessitates repentance. The apostles preached
repentance as they went out (Mk. 6:12).   See Kingdom of Heaven, Mt. 19:23-24.

MATHEW 10: 07—8  MINISTERS AND MINISTRY

“As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’  Heal
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” Mathew 10: 07—8

The major areas of service for the apostles were twofold — the area of preaching the
gospel and the area of ministering. Preaching is set off by itself as a major area (v. 7),
and ministering is set off by itself as a major area (v. 8).

The apostles were to minister and to share freely. Christ gave them His authority and
power freely; therefore, they were to minister freely, not charging special fees for
special ministries (note this is not referring to compensation for special ministries, but
to special fees for special ministries, v. 10). Their ministry and sharing were in four
primary areas.

1. They were to heal the sick. Many had physical needs; they were ill, hurting and
suffering. Some did not have enough to eat or wear and did not even have a place
to live. Some were weak and had lost the will to fight. They were hopeless and
helpless, discouraged and depressed. They needed the message of the gospel.

2. They were to cleanse the lepers. Leprosy was considered a form of pollution;
therefore, it was a symbol of sin. The apostles were to cleanse the lepers. They
were to cleanse those who had the actual disease, and they were to preach the
power of Christ to cleanse a life polluted with sin.
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3. They were to raise the dead. There is no record of the apostles’ raising the dead
before the resurrection of Christ, but the apostles were used by God to raise many
to spiritual life. The Bible says men are dead in transgressions and sins (Eph. 2:l;
See Death, Heb. 9:27). Therefore, the disciples were to preach the power of Christ
to raise men to life eternal.

4. They were to cast out demons. Demon-possession means that a person is gripped
by evil forces. When a man is gripped by an evil spirit, he is no longer in control
of his life; he is controlled by the forces of evil. The disciples were to preach the
power of Christ to deliver men from the spirits of evil. 

IV.   Mathew 10: 08   Minister Freely to the Needs of the People
Third, minister — sharing freely (See Ministers and Ministry, Mt. l0:7-8). Two things
always need to be remembered about the apostle’s unusual power.

1. Their power was a given power. It came from the Lord Himself. God gives His servant
the gifts and power to preach and minister as He has called him (1 Cor. l2:28f; Eph.
4:11-13). The gifts and power are of God, not of the man himself. The gifts and the
power of a man come freely from God; therefore, he is freely to give all he has. All the
energy and all the toil necessary are to be poured into preaching the gospel and into
ministering to people.

2. Their power was to confirm that God does love and care for the world and that the
message being preached was actually from God (Note, Mt. 10:1).

Thought 1. Ministering to the needs of people shows two things.
(1) God loves and cares for people.
(2) The minister is a minister of love and care.

Mat 20:28 Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”

John 20:21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.”

Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and
how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the
devil, because God was with him.

Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must
help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”

Rom 15:1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselves.
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Gal 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.

V.   Mathew 10: 09—10   Receive Compensation for Ministry

Fourth, receive compensation. In financial matters, Christ expected two things from His
apostles and His people. First, His apostles and servants were not to spend their own money
on the ministry; and second, His people were to adequately support His apostles and servants.

1 Cor 9:14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the
gospel should receive their living from the gospel.

Gal 6:6 Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with
his instructor.

Phil 4:14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.

1 Tim 5:17-18 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of
double honour, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the
Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The
worker deserves his wages.”

Thought 1. The apostles, God’s servants, were forbidden to accumulate estates
through the ministry. But they were not to spend their own money on the ministry.
There were several reasons for this.

(1) Their minds and hearts were to be centred on preaching the gospel and ministering
to people, not on buying and selling and accumulating.

(2) They were to trust God for their needs and by such example to teach dependence
upon God (Mt. 6:24-34).

(3) They were to teach and depend upon God’s people to provide for them (see 1 Cor.
9:13-14).

(4) They were to allow God’s people the privilege of sharing in the ministry through
their giving. God’s people were to learn more and more trust by depending upon
God to help them raise whatever funds they needed to support the ministers.

Thought 2. God’s servant or labourer is worthy of being financially supported. In fact,
Paul taught that God’s servant is “worthy of double honour” (salary, compensation,
financial support). (Notes, I Tim. 5:17-18; pt 2, 1 Cor. 16:5-9; see Lk. l0:7; Phil. 4:11-14.)

Thought 3. God’s people were to support the Lord’s apostles. The people were to
allow the apostles to give their full time to the ministry and not be forced to labour
in a secular job.
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VI.   Mathew 10: 11  Receiving Hospitality
Fifth, seek a worthy host. In every city and place, there are some who have good
reputations and some who have bad reputations. Several factors determine a worthy host.

1. A worthy host was a person with a good reputation concerning morals. Living with a
person of evil and unjust morals would clause the apostles’ own morals to be
questioned. They were to reach out to the immoral, even as Christ did, but not to
fellowship and live with them. They were to be careful in choosing their close friends.

2. A worthy host was a person with a good reputation concerning God. Some would have
a spiritual interest and some would not.

3. A worthy host was a person with a good reputation concerning hospitality. Some
would willingly care for strangers; others would not.

Rom 12:13 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

1 Tim 5:10 And is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children,
showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and
devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.

Titus 1:8 Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-
controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.

Heb 13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have
entertained angels without knowing it.

1 Pet 4:9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.

Thought 1. Note several lessons.

(1) The apostles were to seek out the worthy host. They were not to seek out the
wealthy and leading citizens of a community, nor were they to seek out the best
accommodations.

(2) Paul sought out God’s people when he went into a new and strange place (Acts
28:14).

(3) The good people of a place are usually known. All the factors that make up the
quality of a person are usually known: honesty, decency, kindness.

(4) Note the lesson about the believer’s close friends. His close friends are to be God’s
people — people counted worthy by God.

Thought 2. God’s messenger was to stay with the same host throughout his stay in a
place. He was not to seek more comfort and luxury as he came to know a place. There
are several reasons for this.

(1) Such action might indicate favouritism and cause jealousy.
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(2) Such action might indicate a materialistic and selfish and soft mind, leading to the
questioning of a person’s commitment.

(3) Such action distracts from a person’s purpose and ministry.

(4) Such action hurts and often alienates the first host.

VII.   Mathew 10: 12—15  Plan Your Ministry
Sixth, plan your ministry, your visits. The Lord sent His messengers forth, that is, out
visiting in the houses of the city. They did not sit back waiting on the people to come.
They went out carrying the gospel to the people.

Note the Lord told the apostles how to visit. Precise plans were laid.

1. The apostles were to approach a house cordially (v. 13). Saluting, that is, approaching
cordially, does several things.

a. It communicates a friendliness and kindness which encourages an open reception.

b. It opens the door to more conversation which the messenger can turn into a
presentation of the gospel.

c. It tells immediately whether a person is receptive or not.

Col 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Col 4:6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how to answer everyone.

1 Pet 3:8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as
brothers, be compassionate and humble.

Thought 1. The messenger is to salute and be courteous to people, not forceful,
demanding, forward or ugly.

2. If the people accepted the apostles, the apostles were to share peace (v. 13). The
greeting of peace was to be given to every home and place they approached. If the
people were worthy, the messengers were to continue their message of peace. If the
people were unworthy, they were to let the salutation lie alone. They were to say
nothing else. They were not to continue the message of peace. They were to take the
message of peace and leave without sharing it.

Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Col 1:20 And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
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Thought 1. The witnesses of the Lord must discern and make a judgment about the
people to whom they are witnessing.

(1) Are they kind and gracious or cold and hard?
(2) Are they just shy and bashful or really disinterested?

(3) Are they truly receptive or just kind and gracious to everyone?
(4) Are they spiritually sensitive or just interested in religious questions?

Thought 2. The Lord’s witness must not waste time. He must discern as quickly as
possible who is worthy and receptive.

Thought 3. The greeting of the day was “Peace to you.” The apostles were to use the
greeting as the basis of their message. They were to expand it. Their message was to
be peace — peace with God and the peace of God (See Note, Jn. 14:27).

Thought 4. Note this: when a true messenger visits a family and does not share the
message of peace, it is a warning to them. Their behaviour, unkindness or disinterest
stopped the sharing.

3. If the people rejected the apostles, the apostles were to leave. The Lord’s messenger
and witness could expect to be rejected by some. When rejected, the messenger was to
do two things.

a. He was to leave the house or city.

b. He was to shake the dust off his feet. This was to be a symbol that...
• they had lost their opportunity.

• their wickedness was so detestable that it polluted the very ground upon which
their house or city sat.

• God would reject them even as they had rejected Him.

Thought 1. Note that some do reject. They reject two things.

(1) The messenger himself.

(2) The messenger’s words.

Thought 2. Note that whole cities reject the gospel, not just some households.

Thought 3. When rejected, the messenger is not to argue or force the gospel upon the
person. Christ expects His messenger to leave. Note the words: “When you leave.”

c. Rejecters were to be judged (See Sodom and Gomorrah, Mt. l0:15). Rejection of
God’s messenger and of the gospel condemns a person to a terrible fate. The person’s
judgment is to be more severe than even the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah. Why?
Because the person rejects God’s very own Son. Sodom and Gomorrah never had the
opportunity to hear God’s Son. Our responsibility is much greater because our
privilege to hear God’s Son is much greater.
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Heb 9:27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.

2 Pet 3:7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

Jude 1:14-15 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the
Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones To judge everyone,
and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly
way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

MATHEW 10: 15  SODOM AND GOMORRAH

These two cities and their citizens are used as examples of the worst sinners (Deu.
32:32; Is. 1:10; Eze. 16:46; Mt. 11:23-24; Lk. 10:12-13; 17:29; Rom. 9:29; 2 Pet. 2:6;
Jude 7; Rev. 11:8). The cities were destroyed by fire (Gen. 19:24-25) and are said to
be “an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire” (Jude 7). 
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