
The way for society —  
a community, an entire nation — 
can be forgiven

a.	 Must confess the truth:  
Are guilty of national sin

b.	Must approach God  
through the sacrifice:  
Offer a young bull

c.	 Must observe the principles  
of atonement

1)	Substitution:  
Present...bull

2)	Identification:  
Lay hands...

3)	Death of the substitute: 
Slaughter it

d.	Must have the priest  
(High Priest) offer the sacrifice

1)	To take some of the blood  
into the Tabernacle

•	 Dip his finger into the blood: 
Sprinkle it seven times  
in front of the Inner Curtain

13	“ ‘If the whole Israelite community sins  
unintentionally and does what is forbidden  
in any of the Lord’s commands,  
even though the community  
is unaware of the matter,  
when they realize their guilt

14	and the sin they committed becomes known,  
the assembly must bring  
a young bull as a sin offering  
and present it before the tent of meeting.

15	The elders of the community  
are to lay their hands  
on the bull’s head before the Lord,  
and the bull shall be slaughtered  
before the Lord.

16	Then the anointed priest  
is to take some of the bull’s blood  
into the tent of meeting.

17	He shall dip his finger into the blood  
and sprinkle it before the Lord seven times  
in front of the curtain.

Way to Secure Forgiveness of Sin 
Leviticus 4: 13—21



•	 Put some blood on the horns  
of the incense altar

•	 Pour out the remaining blood  
at the base of the altar  
of burnt offering

2)	To remove and offer  
certain parts of the sacrifice

e.	 The result:  
Brings atonement  
or reconciliation between  
the people and God —  
brings forgiveness of sins

f.	 The condemnation of sin 
symbolized:  
To take the rest of the sacrifice 
outside the camp 

18	He is to put some of the blood  
on the horns of the altar  
that is before the Lord  
in the tent of meeting.  
The rest of the blood he shall pour out  
at the base of the altar of burnt offering  
at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

19	He shall remove all the fat from it  
and burn it on the altar,

20	and do with this bull just as he did  
with the bull for the sin offering.  
In this way the priest will make atonement  
for the community,  
and they will be forgiven.

21	Then he shall take the bull outside the camp  
and burn it as he burned the first bull.  
This is the sin offering for the community.


