REMEMBERWHAT LIFE IS LIKE
SINCE CHRIST CAME:
RECONCILIATION AND PEACE
EPHESIANS02:11-18

Introduction: New Creation, The Church

In verses 1-22 Paul wants the reader to grasp what God has done for man from three
points of view

1.

From anhistorical view Before Christ, God dealt with man through the Jewish nation.
Since Christ, God has been moving on a worldwide scale to include both Jews and

Gentiles who are willing to follow Christ. God takes both Jew and Gentile believers

and He makes them the citizens of Riésv raceHis new nationHis new ceation

(see notes, Eph. 2:1¥b; 4:17).

From anindividual view The Jewish nation was made up of individual Jews, and the
Gentile nations are made up of individual Gentildegerefore, God deals with each

single person even as He deals with the Jewish nation and with the corporate nations
of the Gentile world (1 Cod.0:32; Eph. 2:10).

From anew ceationview. God is no longer dealing with earthly divisions of nations.
He is dealing with a new nationality of peopleeav bodyof people who make up the
true citizens of His KingdonThese citizens are individuals from all the nations of the
world who now approach God through the Lord Jesus Christ. God promises to
spiritually recreateany person who approaches Him through Christ. God causes that
person to b&éorn again He makes aew marout of him. God further promises the
new marthat he will become a member of Gedéw bodyandnew nationof people

— His true church (1 Cof.0:32). It is these believersthose who believe in Christ

who are to constitute the tréemily of Godand to inhabit theew heavens and earth
which God is to create in the future (2 Pet. 31B) Rev 21.:If.)

The present passage is one of the most wonderful passages in all of Scripture.
Remember what life is like since Christ came: reconciliation and peace.

We were far dfand separated from God (Vi1-13).
Christ brings us near to God (A3).

Christ brings us peace (Vi4-15).

Christ brings us reconciliation (v&6-17).

Christ brings us access to God18).
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|. Ephesians 0211-12 Sate of Man: Division, Separation

We were far dfand separated from God. Note that Paul addresses the second person here,
“you.” He is referring to Gentiles, that is, to everyone who was not aGlewce at the

words “far away” in verse 13.here was a time when all of us who are Gentiles were “far
away” and separated from God, a time when great division separated us from heaven.
When? Before Christ. Before Christ there was a great gulf, a great distance that separated
most of the world from God'his is the discussion of these two verses. Six things kept us
from God. (Note: the same six things keep a man from God.joday

1. We were barricaded from God by the Jews. God Himself had caused the Jewish nation
to be born oAbraham. He had challenged the Jews to be the missionary force to the
world, proclaiming that He and He alone was the only true and living God, and that He
was going to send the Messiah to save the world. But the Jews failed in their mission.
They became exclusive, sugsiritual, prideful and boastful in their religion and
failed to reach out to the other people of the world.

=>They took their own name, Jews, and called themselves by that name, but they
classified everyone else in a package by the name of Gentile.

=>They took the major ritual of their religion, circumcision, and called themselves by that
name, but they classified everyone else as the uncircumcised.

The point is that we as Gentiles were barricaded from God by religion, a religion that
had known the truth but had allowed itself to become corruptedigBet Gods
Special People]n. 4:22CircumcisionpPhil 3:3.)

Thought 1.Religion can keep a man from Geda corrupted religionMe must be on
guard to protect the truth of Jesus Christ from corruption.

2. We were “separate from ChrisiThis means that we as Gentiles neither knew nor
expected the Messiah, that is, the anointed One of &o@entiles we had no hope of
the coming Saviour for the world.

3. We were “excluded” from God’people, that is, from Isradlhis means that we as
Gentiles were not citizens of Geddeople- the nation of people being built by God
for Himself.As Gentiles we had no destiny

4. We were “foreigners to the covenants of the promiEbis means that we as Gentiles
were not the covenant people of God. God did not approach the Gentiles directly with
the covenant relationshiphe Jews alone had a covenant relationship with God.

5. We “were without hope.This means that we as Gentiles lived in all the fears and the
anxieties of life and in constant expectancy of deaAthwere without hope of a life
beyond this world beyond human history
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6. We were “without God in the worldThis means that we as Gentiles stood alone in
this world.We had no source of strength or hope beyond that which we ourselves
could muster or which others like us could provitleere was nothing to which we
could look beyond ourselvéale had “many gods and many lords” (1 Ghb), but
we were alienated from the only living and true God.

Mat 15:8“These people honour me with their lips, but their heare far fom me.”

Rom 1:20-22, 25-or since the @ation of the world God'invisible qualities- his
eternal power and divine nati~ have been clearly seen, being understoouhfr

what has been made, so that mem\aithout excuse. For although they knew God,
they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became
futile and their foolish heds wee darkenedAlthough they claimed to be wise, they
becamédools. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
created things rather than the €xtor— who is foever praisedAmen.

Eph 4:17-19So | tell you this, and insist on it in the dothat you must no longer
live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. Theydarkened in their
understanding and separateain the life of God because of the ignorance that is
in them due to the hdening of their heds. Having lost all sensitivifythey have
given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge ig kvl of impuritywith a
continual lust for mae.

ll. Ephesians 0213 Reconciliation Through the Blood of Jesus Christ

Christ brings us near to Gothe words “but now” are cataclysmic, a forceful contrast.
Christ Jesus has now come into the worliere was a time when He had not entered the
world, a time when men were divided and separated from God and from eachuither

now Christ has come to bring all men to God and to each.dtlogr does Christ bring us

near God? Note how clearly and unmistakably Scripture declares: “Through the blood.” It
is through the blood of Christ that men are brought near God. But why Mdog@as it
necessary for Christ to die in order to bring us near Gbé®e are at least two reasons.

1. Man was estranged from God: he had rejected and rebelled against God, committing
high treason against Him. Man was working all kinds of evil and injustice in the world
— all against the will and law of Godnd, even as the case is among men, the penalty
for high treason and insurrection is exile and separation or death.

Now note: there was only one way man could ever be brought back te &&ad

loved him enough to fgive his transgression and rebellidine glorious gospel is

that God did love man that much. God was willing tgifce man. Howevethere

was one problenThe judgment of exile or death had already been pronounced, and
the Lords Word could not be revoketlvhat could God do? Only one thing: God had
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to provide a Perfect, Ideal Man for men, a Man who could stand as the Pattern for all
men. If He could provide the Ideal Man, then He couldalienanand His death
would stand for the death of all men.

This God has done. God has loved man with a perfecHavéove so strong that He
was willing to substitute His Son for man. Only God and &&an could love that
much.This is the first reason Christ had to die, to shed His blood for man.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Heb 9:14How much mag, then, will the blood of Christ, who ttugh the eternal
Spirit offeled himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciermwasafits that lead
to death, so that we may serve the living God!

1 Pet 1:18-190r you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wer redeemed &m the empty way of life handed down to yomfr
your forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect.

1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thee&, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

1 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one anotherand the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies as fall sin.

2. God wanted to show just how much He loves the world. No “greater love has no one than
this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (Jn. 15:E8)wever God has gone much
farther than just giving His life for His friends. But note the point: we were not friends
of God.We were enemies, in rebellion against Him, rejecting Him and every righteous
law of His.Therefore, when Christ died, He died for men who were...

* “powerless” (Rom. 5:6) * *“ungodly” (Rom. 5:6)
* “sinners” (Rom. 5:8) * ‘“enemies” (Rom. 5:10)

Rom 5:6You see, at just the right time, when weenslll powerless, Christ died for
the ungodly

Rom 5:8-10But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we st#ir

sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much
more shall we be savedim Gods wrath though him! For if, when we weiGods
enemies, we wereconciled to him tlmugh the death of his Son, how muchemor

having beeneconciled, shall we be saveddhgh his life!
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.  Ephesians 0214-15 Reconciliation, Peace, Brotherhood
Christ brings us peace. Note that Jesus Christ Himself is our peace.

=> Christ brings us peace when we realize that He died for us fansl wé deliverance
from the bondage of sin and death and a life of eternity with God.

=> Christ brings a deeper sense of peace when we realize that He gives the daily power
to overcome the aggravating and terrible weight of anguish, guilt, loneliness,
emptiness and fear

=> Christ brings a still deeper sense of peace when we realize that He has brought perfect
love and unity to the world- that He has eliminated all divisions and barriers and
differences between God and man and between men.

Christ ismans peacéecause He does four things for man.

1. Christ brings peace by bringing men together as “onel4y. Note that He has
made “the two one,” that is, Jew and Genflleere are two ways that Christ makes
men as one.

a. All men now approach God on the same basis, on an equal footing: through the blood
of Jesus ChrisiThere is no other wayherefore, when a man comes to the cross, he
comes with everyone else who is standing at the feet of Jesus. He stands as one with
them— all on an equal basis: sinners who need a Sav#tamding there he is not
accepted by God because he is betiealthier wealthier more intelligent, more
capable or more religious than anyone else. He is acceptable to God because He
acknowledges his unworthiness and nothingrekis desperate needto be saved
by the blood of Christ. He is acceptable to God because he acknowledges that he is as
all other men- lost and needful- and he comes as one with all other men to confess
Christ as his Saviour

John 14:27“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your heiarbe toubled and do not be afraid.”

Rom 5:1Thekefore, since we have been justifiedailngh faith, we have peace with
God thiough our Lod Jesus Christ.

Rom 14:17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Eph 2:14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and hasyddstr
the barier, the dividing wall of hostility

Col 1:20And thiough him to econcile to himself all things, whether things ortlear
or things in heaven, by making peaceotigh his blood, shed on theoss.
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b. All men who come to Christ for salvation receive a common love, purpose and work.

=> First, there is the common love. Every believer who comes to Jesus Christ loves Him,
and that common lovemongbelievers stirs a common love between believers. Love
for Jesus Christ stirs love for all those whom Christ leveghich is everyone. Christ
leads men to love one another

=> Second, there is the common purpose and work: that of living righteously and bearing
testimony to the glorious message of salvation and to life eternal.

Rom 12:5So in Christ we who armany form one bodgnd each member belongs to
all the others.

Gal 3:28Theke is neither Jew nor @ek, slave nor ée, male nor female, for youear
all one in Christ Jesus.

Eph 4:12-13To prepare Gods people for works of séce, so that the body of Christ
may be built up. Until we allelach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become magyrattaining to the whole measuf the fullness of Christ.

1 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one anotherand the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies as fall sin.

2. Christ brings peace by breaking down all barrierd4y.This is a picture taken from
the templeThe temple was surrounded by a series of courts. Each court had a high
wall separating it from the preceding coés.one approached the temple, he entered
first of all the outer Court of the Gentiléhis is where the buying and selling of
animals and the exchanging of money for foreign worshippers (Jewish proselytes)
took place (see Mk.1115).Then there was the Court of ttdomen A Jewish woman
was limited to this court unless she had come to make a sacrtie@ext court was
the Court of the Israelite$his is where the whole congregation gathered on the great
feast days and where sacrifices were handed over to the prlesSourt of the
Priests was next.his court was in the temple proper where the temple itself stood.
This area was considered sacred and was accessible only to the services of the priests.
Finally, within the very heart of the temple stood the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy
Place where the vepresence of God was to dwell. Only the High Priest could enter the
Holy Place and he could enter only once a yeat the great Passover Feast.

Partition after partition separated people from the presence off&@uadts hung

around the wall of the Gentile Court announcing that if any Gentile walked into any
other court, he was to be put to dedthe picture is that of Jesus Christ breaking
down all barriers and walls that separate man from &lbchen can now approach
God equally through the death of Jesus Christ. Men build all kinds of barriers and
prejudices against other men. Society is plagued with barriers and prejudices built
around such things as...
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=>

* race * appearance e« colour

* health * religion e commitment
e organizations <« ability * wealth

e morality e position * dress

But Christ has now done away with all barriers and prejudices. He has destroyed them
all through the blood of His crossll men nowapproach God and become worthy on

the same basis: by bowing before the cross and surrendering their livess&God’

the Lord Jesus Christ.

Mat 23:8“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbiior you have only one Master and you
are all brothers.”

Acts 10:28But God has shown me that | should not call any man enpuunclean.

Rom 10:12For thek is no diffeence between Jew and Gentiléhe same Lafis
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him.

Gal 3:28Theke is neither Jew nor @ek, slave nor &ée, male nor female, for youear
all one in Christ Jesus.

James 2:5.isten, my dear lmthers: Has not God chosen those whe jaoor in the
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom bmised those who
love him?

Prov 22:2Rich and poor have this in common: Thp is the Maker of them all.

Christ brings peace by wiping out the hostility of the law against us. Before Christ,
man had to approach God through.l&l@ewever man discovered something: the law

did not make him acceptable to God: it condemned him and showed him how far away
from God be really was totally depraved. Every time he broke the,ldve law cried

out “guilty” and pronounced the penalty of being imperfect, unwoetihg

unacceptable to God. Man discovered that the law was against &inmity with

him. But now Christ has done away with the enmity and condemnation of the law

He has lived a sinless life, fulfilling the law perfectly; and thereby He has secured the
Perfect and Ideal Righteousness.

He has also paid the penalty for nehaving broken the lavs the Ideal and Perfect
Man He could do thid&hen He died on the cross, He bore our condemnation and
punishment for us.

The point is this: when Christ fulfilled the latde became the embodiment of the.law
He is now théVay. A man is to approach God through Him, not the TEwverefore,
there are no laws, no rules, and no decrees to keep men frormf@oelis only one
thing that keeps a man away from God: refusing to come to God through His Son
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Jesus Christ. (Sehustification,Gal. 2:1516; Faith vs. Vérks,Gal. 2:16;notes, Gal.
2:1921; 3:1314; 4:47; Christ Fulfills Law Rom. 8:3.)

Mat 5:17 “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or thepPets; | have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”

Rom 8:3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful
nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.
And so he condemned sin in sinful man.

Gal 3:13Christ edeemed usdm the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is
written: “Cursed is eveyone who is hung on aet.”

Gal 4:4-5But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a wionan,
under law to redeem those under lathat we mighteceive the full rights of sons.

Christ brings peace by creating a “new man.” God planned and promised a “new
creation”— the creation of aew manndividually and corporateJya new man in
whom Jesus Christ dwells (Col. 1:27).

Individually when a man turns to Christ, Christ causes the mankiorbeagain.He
recreates the man creates the maaill over again.The man has a new life; he begins
life all over again. He has a new beginning, and this new beginning bringspeace
peace of heart and mind. (See nbtew Man Eph. 2:10.)

Corporately in Jesus Christ all men who believe, both Jew and Gentile, make up
new bodyEph. 2:16)pne new familyEph. 2:19)pne new buildingEph. 2:2622),
one new templéeph. 2:21)pne new fellowshigEph. 1:22). (See note, Eph. 4:17;
New Peson, SelfEph. 4:24.)

IV. Ephesians 0216-17 Reconciliation in Jesus Christ

Christ brings us reconciliatioihe wordreconcile(apokatallassomeans to change, to
change thoroughjyo exchange, to change from enmity to friendship, to bring togéther
restoreThe idea is that two persons who should have been together all along are brought
together; two persons who had something between them are restored and reunited.

Five points should be noted about reconciliation.

1.

The thing that broke the relationship between God and man was sin. Men are said to
be enemies of God (Rom. 5:10), and the word “enemies” refers back to the sinners and
the ungodly (Rom. 5:6, 8The “enemies” of God are the sinners and ungodly of this
world. This simply means that every man is an enemy of God, for every man is a

sinner and ungodiyfrhis may seem unkind and harsh, but it is exactly what Scripture

Is saying.The fact is clearly seen by thinking about the matter for a moment.
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The sinner cannot be said to be a friend of God. He is antagonistic toward God,
opposing what God stands féhe sinner is...

» rebelling against God » disobeying God » fighting against God
* rejecting God * denying God » cursing God
» refusing to live for God e ignoring God

When any of us sin, we work against God and promote evil by word and example.

=>When the sinner lives for himself, he becomes an enemy ofM&wgl? Because God
does not live for Himself. God gave Himself up in the most supreme way possible: He
gave His only Son to dier us.

=>When the sinner lives for the world and worldly things, he becomes an enemy of God.
Why? Because he chooses the temporal, things which pas®a@ragod. Man chooses
temporal things when God has provided eternal life for him through the death of His Son.

This is the point of God'great love or reconciliation. He did not reconcile and save us
when we were righteous and good. He reconciled and saved us when we were enemies,
ignoring and rejecting HinAs stated above, it is because we are sinners and enemies that
we need to be reconciled.

2. The way men are reconciled to God is by the death of His Son, Jesus\@nyist.
simply stated, when a man believes that Jesus Christ died for him...

* God accepts the death of Jesus Clwisthe death by the man.
* God accepts the death of Jesus Clwisthe death of the man.

* God accepts the sins borne by Christ as the sins committed accepts the
condemnation borne by Christ as the condemnation due to the man.

Therefore, the man is freed from his sins and the punishment due his sins. Christ bore both
the sins and the punishment for the nTdme man whdruly believes that God loves that
much— enough to give His only begotten Semecomes acceptable to God, reconciled
forever and ever

3. God is the One who reconciles, not men. Men do not reconcile themselves to God.
They cannot do enough work or enough good to become acceptable to God.
Reconciliation is entirely the act of God. God is the One who reaches out to men and
reconciles them unto Himself. Meaceivethe reconciliation of God.

4. All men can be reconciled to one anotttamn be brought togethéirthey look up to
God “through the Lord Jesus Christ.” Men who look up to Jesus Christ for
reconciliation and peace with God are linked arm in arm under the same Lord. (See Jn.
14:27; Eph. 2:13; 2:345; 1 Jn. 1.34; 2:1-2.)
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5. Men learn about reconciliation by the preaching of Jesus Christ. Christ was the first to
preach the message. His followers are to follow in His trail, for there is no other way
men can ever know that they can be reconciled to God apart from preaching.

2 Cor 5:18All this is fom God, whoeconciled us to himself thugh Christ and gave
us the ministy of reconciliation. (see v.9-21)

Eph 1:6 To the praise of his glorious grace, which he hagly given us in the one
he loves.

Eph 2:16And in this one body te@concile both of them to god ttugh the aoss, by
which he put to death their hostility

Col 1:20And thiough him to econcile to himself all things, whether things ortlear
or things in heaven, by making peacetigh his blood, shed on theoss.

Heb 2:17For this reason he had to be made like histhers in evey way in order
that he might become a naédul and faithful high priest in sgice to God, and that
he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

1 John 4:19\We love because he first loved us.

V. Ephesians 0218 Access to God

Christ brings us access to Gathe wordaccesgprosagogemeans to bring to, to move to,

to introduce, to presenthe thought is that of being in a royal court and being presented
and introduced to the King of kings. Jesus Christ is the One who throws open the door
into Gods presence. He is the One who presents us to God, the Sovereign Majesty of
the universe.

Note that it is the Holy Spirit who escorts us into Gaafesencelhe idea is that of
daily access- hour by hourmoment by momenihe Holy Spirit keeps us in the
presence of God.

=>The Holy Spirit is the Divine Nature of God within us that gives us permanent access
into Gods presence. (Jn. 3:5; Rom. B; 2 Pet. |:4).

=>The Holy Spirit is the One who works in us and stirs us to move more and more into
God’s presence (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 4p%

=>The Holy Spirit is the constant companion with us, teaching us to live irsGod’
presence (Jn. 14:26; 1 C@r1213).

=>The Holy Spirit is the One within us who bears witness that we are children of God
and should approach God continually (Rom. 865Gal. 4:46).
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JoHN 04: 22 $rAEL, GoD’'s SPeciaL PeopLE

“You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we [do
know for salvation is fom the Jews.John 04:22

Why did Jesus Christ come to the Jewish nation and come to earth asvegdew?
simply stated, the Jews were Godpecial peopld.hey had been born by a special
act of God. It all started long, long ago. God had wanted four things.

1. He wanted a people who would love Him supremely and give Him their first
loyalty. (See Gen. I7:7; Isa. 43:10.)

2. He wanted a people who would witness to all other nations that He and He alone
was the one true and living God. (See Gen. 12:3: 2A4i®; 13:26, 47.)

3. He wanted a people through whom He could send the promised Seed, the Saviour
and Messiah, Jesus Christ, to all men everywhere. (See Gen. 3:15; 17:7; 22:18;
Gal. 3:16; Jn. 4:22.)

4. He wanted a people through whom He could send His wkittend, the Holy
Bible, and preserve it for all generations. (Rom. 9:4-5; 1 Pet. 2:10-12.)

In searching the earth for such a people, God could find none (Rom. 1:18-32). God
could do only one thing. He had to find one man and through him raise a new people,
a new nation.

1. God found and chogsbraham and through him established the Jewish nation.
(Gen. 12:I-5; 13:14-17; 15:1-7; 17:1-8, 15-19; 22:16-18; 26:2-5, 24; 28:13-15; 31:13;
35:9-12.) God chose one man and challenged him to worship God supiémely
that man would worship God supremehen God would cause a special people t
be born of his seedhat man wagbrahamAbrahamwas the first Jew (Gen. 12:|-4;
Gal. 3:16). In the Ol@estament the Jews and their land (Palestine) were continually
pointed to as the very special people and land of Goely were called...

=>God’s treasured possession (Exo. 19:5; Deu. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18; Psa. 135:4).
=>thelLorp's portion (Deu. 32:9).

=>thelLorp'sland (Lev 25:23; Jer2:7; 16:18; Hos. 9:3).

=>the holy land (Zec. 2:12).

O

However the Jewish nation failed to obey God suprenigig whole plot of the
Old Testament centres around Godleading and dealing with the Jevgain

and again, He gave the nation the opportunity to obey Him. He dealt with them in
mercy and in judgment, but at every turn they refused to heed His pleading.
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2. God chose the family of David. (séesus Christ, King of Israeln 1:49). God had
no choice but to make another move, so He chose one faithful family within the
Jewishnation and gave to that family one great promige. family was that of
King David, and the promise was that of the Messiah, Sgr@at King, God' very
own Son. God Son was to come through the line of David and establish an eternal
nation of people who would love God supremeélgwever the Jewish nation
again failed GodTrhey misinterpreted GoskVord— the prophecies of His coming.

a. The Jews misinterpreted GedVord by saying the seed Abraham included only
the Jewish nation. In their minds, God had no children except the children of the
Jewish nationThe Bible says explicitly that the seedAdifraham is Christ, and
the special people of God are those individuals within all nations who worshiy
God supremely (Gal. 3:16).

O

b. The Jews misinterpreted Ge#Vord by saying that the eternal kingdom promised
to David was the Jewish nation and the Jewish nationTimdy expected Israel to
be established as an earthly nation forever and all other nations to be subsernvient
to Israel. But again, Gaslpromise was not that narromor was it that prejudiced
The Bible says there is not, and never has been, any respect of persons with God
(Deu. 10:17; 2 Chi9:7; Job. 34:19%cts 10:34; Rom. 211; Gal. 2:6; Eph. 6:9 ;
Col. 3:25; 1 Pet. I:17). God did say that Christ was to come from the Davidic line,
but He also said that He was going to establish an eternal nation made up of
people everywhere who would love God supremely (Rom. 2:28-29).

By misinterpreting God' promises, the Jews failed to be the missionaries to the
world that God had chosen them to Beey became earthly bound and

materialistic mindedThey twisted the idea of the promised Messiah to fit their
own schemeslhey conceived of Him as One who was to establish an earthly
kingdom for the Jewish nation alofiéhey failed to see that God was speaking..

« of an eternal kingdom of righteousness.
« of a kingdom that is of another dimension entirelthe spiritual dimension.

« of a new heaven and a new earth that would give each person an eternal |life
beyond just one earthly generation.

3. God had no choice but to make a third mavas He did by sending His own Son
into the world through the Jewish nation. God sent Him so that the world thrgugh
Him might be saved (Jn. 3:11®). Howeverman rejected Gosl'Son and crucified
Him. This act— the killing of Gods Son— was the final blowM\Vhen marslew
the only Son of God, the whole wonldasinvolved. Both Jew and Gentile were
represented symbolically in the Jewish religionists and the Roman authorities.
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They both actually did the plotting, sentencing, and execution. If the world were ever

to be saved, it was now perfectly clear that God had to make every move Himse

This He did oncdor-all. In His eternal purpose and plan for nsasalvation, God
took the sins of all men and laid them upon His Son while He was being slain

upon the cross. He allowed His Son to bear the sins of the world (1 Pet. 2:24).

Then He took His Son and raised Him from the deamkver to die again. He did
what man had always failed to do: in His Soreésurrection God began to build al

f.

lasting kingdom of righteousness, a new nation that is presently being made up of

men from all earthly nations who desire and are willing to follow Jesus Christ
supremelyHe is calling out and forming a new people who have genuinely be
born again- spiritually. These new born people shall live eternallipeyond just
one earthly generatioiihese people are identified as His church, as a body of
people who genuinely believe and follow Hifitney are destined to be the
inhabitants of the new heavens and earth. Believers become 1t&vd’
community new societynew race, new nation of peopldey become His
church, His new creation spiritually and supernaturally born agatwho
comprise the true family of God (Lk. 8:21; Eph.22118; 4:1719.)

Eph 2:18-22For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
Consequentlyyou ae no longer fagigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God
people and members of Getfousehold, built on the foundation of the apostles a
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief corner-stone. In him the whole
building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in tdeArad in him

you too ae being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

God, acting solely upon His own through the death and resurrection of His San,

has fulfilled His promises to botkbraham and Davidill the people of the
nations of the world now have the opportunity to become children of God, the
special people of Godmo

PHiLIPPiANS 03: 03  QRcuMCISION

Before Christ, circumcision was the physical sign that a man was a follower of the
God. It was the sign that a man believed the promises that God had rAhdahtam
and Israel (see Gen. 17:1@; Rom. 4:1). God never intended circumcision to have
any value other than being a sign. It was not to bring righteousness to arynogan
even tcAbraham (Rom. 4:40). It was given only as a signa sign of the faith that a

true

man already had in Galpromises. Righteousness was imputed to the man because

he believed God' promises; then the man was circumcised as a sign of his faith in

God (see Rom. 41).
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However many abused Gaslpurpose for circumcision.

1. Some made circumcision a substitute for true righteousfveésan was thought to
be safe and secure in the arms of God if he was circumcised. Believing God [and
loving men had little to do with being a child of God. Manyftirthe
circumcision of a pure heart and became Jews of the circumcision in name only
Circumcision became merely an external and physical sign.

2. Some used circumcision as a way to divide and categorize paaplkeat wall of
division was thrown up around the uncircumcisedAgps 10:1; 1 Sam.17:26,
36; 2 Sam. 1:20Any man who was uncircumcised was thought touieoffand
far off, not only from those thought to be the people of God (the Jews and the
circumcised) but from God Himself. (Saets 10:233.)An uncircumcised man
was looked upon with bitter contempt. In the mind of the &wd was thought to
love only Israel, despising and rejecting all other people (the Gentile nations),

3. God has done away with circumcision as a sign of righteousness since Christ has
come (Gal. 5:6; 6:15; Col. Z). Righteousness is now of the heart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter of rules and regulations (see Rom-202%:812, 2325).
The truly righteous man is the man who is Gaakvardly — the man whose spirit
has beemecreatedinto the very nature of God. Gadrery own righteous nature
is implanted into the very nature of man when Heois again A manborn again
by the Spirit of God is God™“new creation” (Jn. 3:3f; 1 Pet. |:20; 2 Pet. I4).

EPHESIANSO4: 24 Nw PERSONOR SELF

And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness an
holiness Ephesians 04:24

A manregenerated,enewed, born agawho has become spiritual minded. It iseav
person or selfreated by Christ; he has been given a holy nature and an incorruptible
life. It is opposed to theld person or seMvith a corrupt nature. It is a man who is...

* in fellowship with God
» obedient to God will

* devoted to God' service

There are two Greek words translated by the English werdThere is the word
neoswhich refers to something new that has just been made, but there are already
many others existing just like ithere is the wor#tainoswhich refers to something
new something just made and there is nothing like it in existéfaaosis the word
used here. Jesus Christ makeewa marentirely— a creation unlike any other
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creation existingThe Gentile believer is not made into a Jew; neither is a Jewish
believer made into a Gentile. Each, through the Lord Jesus Christ, is madeemto a
kind of person- a new person or self in GoBvery persortan begin life all over
again every person can have a new beginning, a new life by coming to Jesus Christ.

How is this possible? By the power of Gédhen a person believes in Ge®on, the
Lord Jesus Christ really believes and entrusts his life into the hands of Jesus Christ
— God creates the spirit of the person in righteousness and true holiness. God takes
the faith of the person amgedits it as the righteousness of Jesus Chast actually
credits the persos’faithas the perfect righteousness and holiness of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, the person stands before God in the righteousness and holiness of Jesus
Christ. But note: this is not all that God does. He does more marvelous things for the
believer— all having to do with creating the believer into a new person.

1. God quickens or makes the spirit of the believer alivieereas the believer
spirit was dead to God, God creates it and makes it alive to God.

God causes the believer to be born again spiritually
God actually places His divine nature into the heart of the believer

God actually creates a new person or self out of the believer

a M W N

God renews the believer by the Holy Spiit.

GALATIANS 02:15-16 JDsTiFicaTioN (DIAKIOUN)

“We who ae Jews by bth and not ‘Gentile sinnersKnow that a man is
not justified by obseing the lawbut by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too,
have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ
and not by obseing the lawbecause by obsang the law no one will be
justified.” Galatians 02:15-16

L )
To count someone righteous. It means to reckon, to credit, to account, to judge, to
treat, to look upon as righteous. It does not mean to make a man righleQusek
verbs which end in “oun” mean not to make someone something, but merely to gount,
to judge, to treat someone as something.

There are three major points to note about justification.
1. Why justification is necessary

a. Justification is necessary because of the sin and alienation of man. Man has
rebelled against God and taken his life into his own hands. Man lives as he desires..
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« fulfilling the lust of the eyes and of the flesh (sinful nature).
 clinging to the pride of life and to the things of the world.

Man has become sinful and ungqdin enemy of God, pushing God out of his Iif
and wanting little if anything to do with God. Man has separated and alienatec
himself from God.

b. Justification is necessary because of the anger and wrath of God. “God ...exp
His wrath every day” (Psa. Z) Sin has aroused Gadinger and wrath. God is
angry over mas...

* rebellion * sin * hostility
» desertion * ungodliness <« unrighteousness

Man has turned his back upon God, pushing God away and having little to do
Him. Man has not made God the centre of his life; man has broken his relations
with God.Therefore, the greatested in mars life is to discover the answer to the
guestion: How can the relationship between man and God be restored?

2. Why God justifies a man. God justifies a man because of His Son Jesus Chris
When a man believes in Jesus Christ, God takes thas ffiaéth’ and counts it as
righteousness’he man is not righteous, but God considers and credits the ma
faith as righteousnesé/hy is God willing to do this?

a. God is willing to justify man because He loves man that much. God loves mat
much that He sent His Son into the world and sacrificed Him in order to justif
man (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8).

b. God is willing to justify man because of what His Son Jesus Christ has done
man.

=> Jesus Christ has securedltiheal righteousness for man. He came to earth to live a
sinless and perfect lifs Man He never broke the law of God; He never went
contrary to the will of God, not even ondéerefore, He stood before God and befa

the world as the Ideal Man, the Perfect Man, the Representative Man, the Perfec

Righteousness that could stand for the righteousness of every man.

=> Jesus Christ came into the worldite for man As theldeal Man He could take
all the sins of the world upon Himself and die for every man. His death
could standfor every manHe exchanged places with man by becoming the
sinner (2 Car5:19). He bore the wrath of God against sin, bearing the
condemnation for every mafigain, He was able to do this because He was the
Ideal Man, and as tHdeal ManHis death could stand for the death of every mg
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=> Jesus Christ came into the worldarise fom the deadnd thereby to conquer death
for man.As theldeal ManHis resurrection and exaltation into the presence of God
could standor every mars desperate need to conquer death and to be acceptable
to God. His resurrected life could stand for the resurrected life of the believer

Now, as stated above, when a man believes in Jesus €haatly believes-
God takes that mambelief and...

e countsit as the righteousness (perfection) of Chilisie man is counted as
righteous inChrist.

* counts it as the death of Chri§he man is counted as having alreddyd in
Christ, as having already paid the penalty forieithe death of Christ.

* countsit as the resurrection of Chri§the man is counted as already having
beenresurectedin Christ.

Very simply God loves His Son Jesus Christ so much that He honours any man
who honours His Son yelieving in HimHe honours the man by taking the
man’ faith and counting (crediting) it as righteousness and by giving him the
glorious privilege of living with Christ forever in the presence of God.

3. How God justifies a mafi.he word justify (diakioun) is a legal word taken from
the courts. It pictures man on trial before God. Man is seen as having committed
the most heinous of crimes; he has rebelled against God and broken his
relationship with God. How can he restore that relationdMffin human courts
if a man is acquitted, he is declared innocent, but this is not true within the Divine
Court.When a man appears before God, he is anything but innocent; he is utterly
guilty and condemned accordingly

But when a man sincerely trusts Christ, then God takes thas fiagh’ and counts
it as righteousness. By such God counts the-mages him, treats him as if
he was innocen he man is not made innocent; he is guiitg knows it and God
knows it, but God treats him as innocent. “God justifies the ungediy’
incredible mercya wondrous grace. (See notes, Rom34Jews, the Seed of
Abraham,Rom4:1-25; Credited,Rom4:22; Justification,Rom4:22.)

How do we know this? How can we know for sure that God is like this? Because
Jesus said so. He said that God loveS\@sare sinners, yes; but Christ said that
we are veryvery dear to God.

Gen 15:6Abram believed theorp, and he cedited it to him as righteousness.

Acts 13:39Through him evgrone who believes is justifieain eveything you
could not be justified ém by the law of Moses.
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Rom 3:23-24For all have sinned and fall shioof the gloy of God, and &
justified freely by his grace tbugh the edemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Rom 4:3What does the Scripisay? “Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness.”

Rom 5:1Theefore, since we have been justifiedaiingh faith, we have peace
with God though our Lod Jesus Christ.

Rom 5:9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how muahshall we
be saved trm Gods wrath though him!

Rom 6:7Because anyone who has died [counted dead, justified] has lbeen fr
from sin.

Rom 8:33Who will bring any chage against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies.

1 Cor 6:11 And that is what some of you weBut you wex washed, you wer
sanctified, you werjustified in the name of the ldbdesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.

Gal 2:16 Know that a man is not justified by obgeag the lawbut by faith in
Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be
justified by faith in Christ and not by obserg the lawbecause by obsang the
law no one will be justified.

Gal 3:6 ConsiderAbraham: “He believed God, and it wasedited to him as
righteousness.”

Gal 3:24So the law was put in chge to lead us to Christ that we might be
justified by faith.

Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the lawbut that which is tlough faith in Christ- the righteousness that
comes fom God and is by faitho
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GaLAaTIANS 02:16 FAITH vs. WORKS,
SELFRIGHTEOUSNESS OBSER/ING LAw

r

-

“We know that a man is not justified by obseg the law but by faith in

Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we miay

justified by faith in Christ and not by obserg the lawbecause by obséng
the law no one will be justified Galatians 02:16

J

Why is it that a man can never be justified nor secure righteousness by works ar

law?Why is it that a man can never approach God by works and law?

1. There are two ways that a man can try to secure righteousness and approach

a. A man can try to work to secure righteousness; he can do all he can to keep t

of God and to please God. But note: a man can do this...

» onlyif he can keep the law perfegthever breaking it once and never violatin

it a single time

» only if he can make sure that every single thing he ever does or thinks is
perfectly good and righteous and pure

» onlyif he can please God in every act, word, and thought, never displeasir

God in anything

Only if a man can do this can he secure righteousness by works amiitavhat
man can be perfect and good and righteous and pure in every single act, wor
thought? It is absolutely impossible to secure righteousness by works aAd law
person may try to approach God through works anddatnhe can never achieve
perfection— not perfect righteousness and holiness without whdicperson will
ever see God.

Heb 12:14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; withg
holiness no one will see the idor

Mat 7:22-23“Many will say to me on that dajLord, Lo, did we not psphesy
in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracle
Then | will tell them plainly’l never knew youAway fom me, you evildoers!”

Rom 3:20Theefore no one will be declad righteous in his sight by obserg
the law; ratherthrough the law we become conscious of sin.

Gal 3:10All who ely on obsering the law a& under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed
is eveyone who does not continue to do gileng written in the Book of the LA&w

James 4:1Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do andtdi@&nsins.
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b. A man can believe that Jesus Christ is G@jft of righteousness to the word
that God so loved the world...

» that He gave His Son to live a perfect life upon earth in order to secure the
Perfect and Ideal Righteousness for man.

1%

» that He gave His Son to take the unrighteousness of man upon Himself and to
die for man, that is, to bear the judgment of unrighteousness for man.

» that he gave His Son to arise from the dead for man in order to conquer death
and to give man a new and perfect life that is eternal.

A man can believe that God loves him and takes his faith in Christ and counts it as
righteousness.

A man can believe that God loves him and accepts him because he honours His
Son Jesus Christhonours Jesus Christ by believing and following Him.

A man can believe that God loves His Son so much that He will take any man who
honours His Son and do anything for him. If the man believes in Jesus Christ for
righteousness, then God will count the man righteous.

Eph 2:8-9For it is by grace you have been savedptigh faith - and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of Gednot by works, so that no one can boast.

Titus 3:4-5But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour apgehe
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because ofyais mer
He saved us tlugh the washing oebirth and enewal by the Holy Spirit.

2. Note another point: the two ways that men try to approach God are completel
different from each otheFaith and works are incompatible. Faith is always the
opposite of works.

<

=> |f a man works to keep the law in order to be righteous, then he feaoof
God onlyself-righteousnessnly the righteousness of the woheshas done.

=> |f a man trusts the righteousness of Jesus Gbrisiis righteousnesshen he
can ofer the righteousness of Christ to God. He can come to God in the
righteousness of Christ.

God always accepts the righteousness of His Son, Jesus Christ. For any man who
truly trusts the righteousness of Christvho truly gives Christ all he is and has
God accepts that mantrust as righteousne3$e man is not righteous, but God
takes his trust in Christ and accepts it as righteousness.

3. Note still another fact: a man wielieves God for righteousnemsproaches God
entirely diferently than the man who approaches God in his owitightEousness.
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a. The man who approaches God in his own righteousness...

» presents his selighteousness to Gday himself.

» depends upon his own righteousness.

e trust his own righteousness.

* believes in his own righteousness.

» declares that he has the strength and power to make himself righteous ant
acceptable to God.

. The man who approaches God in the righteousness of Jesus Christ...

» presents his love and trust in the righteousness of Jesus Christ as his
righteousness. (God could never turn down a person who loved and truste
Son with all his heart.)

* rejects dependence upon himself and depends upon the righteousness of
Christ.

>

d His

Jesus

» gives up trusting his own righteousness and trusts the righteousness of Christ.

* no longer believes in his own righteousness, but believes in Christ for
righteousness.

» declares that he does not have the power to make himself righteous and
acceptableo God; he trusts the power of God to make him righteous and
acceptable.

Note what this is saying: a man either believes he has the power to save himself

and to keep himself from dying or else he believes that God has the power to
him. A man either trusts his own power for salvation and life or else he trusts

save

God's power If he believes that he has the power to save himself, then he works to

make himself righteous and to live foreviéhe believes that God alone has the
power to save him, then he trusts God for righteousness and life.

In conclusion, no one is ever justified by works or by. & may try to secure
righteousness by works and lavwt it is always selfighteousness, and self
righteousness always ends up with self: in the gradead, having passed the
way of all flesh— short of Gods glory perfection, and disqualified from ever

living with God. Selfrighteousness is never acceptable to God; works and law can

never justify a man and make him perfect.

However we can secure righteousness by falb.can trust God as a child trusts
his fatherWe can trust that God loves us enough to count our love and trust fg
His Son as righteousness.
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REMEMBERWHO YOU ARE:
SIX PICTURES OHHE CHURCH
Ephesians 02:9-22

Introduction; The Church

This is an excellent description of the church. Six pictures are given in these four short
Verses.

|. Picture 1: a new nation.(¥9).

Il. Picture 2: God family (v 19).

lll. Picture 3: God building (v 20).

IV. Picture 4: a growing ganism (v21).

V. Picture 5: a world-wide temple the universal church (21).

VI. Picture 6: a local temple the local church (\22).

|. Ephesians 0219 Church, Believers- A New Nation

First, the church is pictured as a new nation or sad&die the words “fellow citizens.”
We, the Gentiles, are no longer strangers and foreigners to God: we are now fellow
citizens with all the saints of God.

1. We were foreigners and alieff$ie wordaliens(xeno) means an outsidesin
unknown person, a person who does not beldhg.wordforeigner(paroiko) means
sojourney alien, a migrant, an exil&éhere was a time when we...

were outside God and His kingdom.

were unknown to God and His kingdom.

did not belong to God and His kingdom.

were sojourners, living outside God and outside His kingdom.
were alien to God and to His kingdom.

were migrants, not belonging to God nor to His kingdom.
were exiles to God and to His kingdom.

There was a time when we were as a foreigner and an alien to God, when we were not
citizens of Gods kingdomWe had no relationship and no fellowship with Gag.
had no home and no rights to citizenship in His kingdom.

But note the glorious news: we are no longer foreigners and aliens to God. Jesus
Christ has brought us to God (see notes, Eph:-P8)3Ne are nowellow citizens

with all of Gods peopleWe now have a home and all the rights of citizenship in
God's kingdom.
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2. Note the words “God’ people.” It means those who are set apart or separated to God.
The picture is that of a people who &tow citizensn a nation being created by
God.The people are called...

* Gods peoplea people set apart to God.
* Fellow citizensa people being built into a new nation under God.

Phil 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaveind we eagerly await a Saviouoim thee,
the Lod Jesus Christ.

Heb 11:9-10By faith he made his home in themised land like a stranger in a
foreign county; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, wheevirirs with him
of the same @mise. For he was looking feard to the city with foundations, whose
architectand builder is God.

Heb 11:13-16All these people werstill living by faith when they died. They did not
receive the things pmised; they only saw them and welcomed them & distance.
And they admitted that they weailiens and strangers on ¢ar People who say such
things show that they adooking for a counyr of their own. If they had been thinking
of the county they had left, they would have had ogpoity toreturn. Instead, they
werle longing for a better count— a heavenly one. Thefiore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he hasgmaed a city for them.

2 Pet 3:13But in keeping with his pmise we a looking foward to a new heaven
and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

Rev 21:1Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first haadethe first
earth had passed awagnd thee was no longer any sea.

Rev 21:27Nothing impue will ever enter it [Go& city, Gods nation], nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose namwweis-ar
ten in the Lamlis’book of life.

Il. Ephesians 0219 Church, The Family of God

Second, the church is pictured as the family of God. Note the phrase “membersof God’
household.” Jesus Christ has brought us into the family of Gwd.involves two
glorious privileges.

1. The privilege of adoptionVe have been adopted as children of God, sons and
daughters of His (sekdoption,Gal. 4:56). We now live in the same house with God
and His family and all the experiences of Gedamily are now ours:

* love » clothing o care » food

* interest e training « discipline e concern
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RemembeWho YouAre: Six Pictures of the Church

* help e provision e protection * shelter

e direction » fellowship e companionship « intimacy

Rom 8:15-17For you did not eceive a spirit that makes you a slave again tq faar
you received the Spirit of sonshifind by him we ¢t “Abba, Father’ The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that weeaGods childen. Now if we a childen,
then we ae heirs— heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we sharhis
sufferings in ader that we may also shtem his gloy.

Gal 3:4-6Have you suffed so much for nothing if it really was for nothing? Does
God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because yowelbserawor
because you believe what you laConsideAbraham: “He believed God, and it
was cedited to him as righteousness.”

Heb 2:11 Both the one who makes men holy and those whmade holy ar of the
same familySo Jesus is not ashamed to call theoth®rs.

1 John 3:1How geeat is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called childen of God!And that is what we at The eason the world does not know
us is that it did not know him.

2. The privilege of responsibility and servidgain, note the term household. Every
person of the household has duties to perform, some service to render for the sake of
the family We are responsible to love, care, provide &md teach each otherdo all
the things mentioned in the previous point and everything else that will build up and
strengthen the family of God.

Mat 12:50“For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is nogHar and
sister and mothér

Mat 20:28“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for maty

Mark 10:43-44“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to becoreatgamong you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.”

Luke 22:27“For who is greater the one who is at the table or the one whoass?
Is it not the one who is at the table? But | am among you as one who serves.”

John 13:14“Now that I, your Lod and Bacherhave washed your feet, you also
should wash one anothsifeet.”

John 21:16Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do yalytiove me?” He an-
sweed, “Yes, Lod, you know that | love you.” Jesus saidaKg cae of my sheep.”
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Rom 12:10-1 Be devoted to one another irotirerly love. Honour one another above
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spirituaddierseving the Lod.

Gal 5:13You, my bothers, wee called to be &e. But do not use youegdom to
indulge the sinful natey; rather sewe one another in love.

Gal 6:2 Carry each othes budens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.

Gal 6:10Theefore, as we have oppomity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

Eph 6:7 Seve wholehededly, as if you wes sewving the Lod, not men.

Titus 2:7 In eveything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching
show integrity seriousness.

Heb 10:24And let us consider how we may spur one another on tohrae and
good deeds.

Heb 12:28Thekefore, since we & receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us
be thankful, and so worship God acceptably wéyeence and awe.

GaLaTians 04:05-06 ApoPTION

To redeem those under the lavat we mighteceive the full rights of
sons. Because youeasons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into ourtsea
the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, FathérGalatians 04:05-06

The wordrights or adoption(huiothesid meando place as a sofi.he picture of
adoption is a beautiful picture of what God does for the Christian. In the ancient
world the family was based on a Roman law called “patria potestas,” thésfather
power The law gave the father absolute authority over his children so long as the

father lived. He could work, enslave, sell, and if he wished, he could pronounce the

death penaltyRegardless of the chikladult age, the father held all power over

P

ersonal and property rights.

Therefore, adoption was a serious maket, it was a common practice to ensure that

a family would not become extinetby having no male childreAnd when a child
was adopted, three legal steps were taken.

1.

The adopted son was adopted permanedtycould not be adopted today and
disinherited tomorrowHe became a son of the fatheforever He was eternally
secure as a son.

The adopted son immediately had all the rights of a legitimate son in the new family
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3. The adopted son completely lost all rights in his old faniile adopted son was
looked upon as a new perserso new that old debts and obligations connected
with his former family were cancelled out and abolished as if they never existed.

The Bible says several things about the belisv@doption as a son of God.

1. The believe's adoption establishes a new relationship with Gdorever He is
eternally secure as a child of God. But the new relationship is established only
when a person comes to Christ through faith (Gal. 3:265%:4

2. The believers adoption establishes a new relationship with God as faier
believer has all the rightand privileges of a genuirson of God (Rom. 8:147;
1Jn. 3:12).

3. The believers adoption establishes a new dynamic experience with God as father
a moment by moment access into His very presence (Rom. 8:14, 16; Gal. 4:6).

4. The believers adoption gives him a very special relationship with other children
of God- a family relationship that binds him with others in an unparalleled
spiritual union (notes, Eph. Z118; 2:1922; 3:6; 4:46; 4:1719. Sed\cts 2:42.

See Mt. 12:460.)

5. The believers adoption makes him a new persbhe believer has been taken
out from under the authority and power of the world and itsT$ia.believer is
placed as a somto the family and authority of Godhe old life with all of its
debts and obligations are cancelled and wiped out (25Cbr; Gal. 3:227,

2 Pet. I:14.)

6. The believers adoption is to be fully realized in the future at the rettidesus Christ
(Rom. 8:19; Eph. I:14; Th. 4:1417; 1 Jn. 3:2).

7. The believers adoption and its joy will be shared by all creation on a cosmic scale
(Rom. 8:21)There is to be a new heavemsl earti{2 Pet. 3:1214; Rev21:17). O
l1l.  Ephesians 020 Church, God Building

Third, the church is pictured as Gesdiuilding. Believers are pictured as being the building stones
which are being used to construct a building for God. Note two significant points.

1. Jesus Christ Himself is tighief Cornerstonel'he symbolism of the chief cornerstone
says three significant things to us.

a. The cornerstone is the first stone ladl.other stones are placed after it. It is the
preeminent stone in time. So it is with Christ. Hthis firstof God's new movement.

=> Christ is the author of our salvati@xl others are crew members who follow Him.
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Heb 2:10In bringing many sons to ghgrit was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom evgthing exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect
through suffering.

=> Christ is the author and source of eternal salvation and of ourAthithhers are the
readers of the story

Heb 5:9And, once made perfect, he became theceooir eternal salvation for all
who obey him.

Heb 12:2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set beferhim endued the coss, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the thone of God.

=> Christ is the alpha and the omedhe beginning and the el others come after Him.

Rev 1:8“] am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Hdgod, “who is, and who was,
and who is to come, tidmighty” (see 21:6; 22:13)

=> Christ is the forerunngthe one who went before us into the very presence ofAliod.
others enter God’presence after Him.

Heb 6:19-20We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and setignters
the inner sanctuar behind the cdain, whee Jesus, who went beéous, has ented
on our behalf. He has become a high priestver in the oder of Melchizedek.

b. The cornerstone is the supportive stagkieother stones are placed upon it and held up
by it. They all rest upon ifThe cornerstone is the preeminent stone in position and
power So it is with Christ. He is the support and pgwiee Foundation of Gosl'new
movement.

=> Christ isthe Head Cornerstonéhe only true foundation upon which man can build.
All crumble who are not laid upon Him.

1 Cor 3:11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the oneaaly laid, which
is Jesus Christ.

=> Christ isthe Chief Cornerstonepon which all others are fitly formed togethdt
who wish to be fitly formed together have to be laid upon Him.

Eph 2:20-22Built on the foundation of the apostles andgirets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whaikling is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in the doind in him you too & being built together to
become a dwellingh which God lives by his Spirit.

c. The cornerstone is the directional stone. It is used to line up the whole building and all
the other stones. It can be calleditisructional stone- upon it all the lines and
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instructions of the building are based. So it is with Christ. He is the Person who gave
and gives the directions and instructions to G@&#opleWe — the church- are to

build our lives upon His instructions and His instructions difilye follow any other
instructions or directions, we will be out of line; and when we are noticed, we will

have to be removed, cast aside and replaced with a stone that can be set in line. Jesus
Christ is the chief cornerstone. God used Him to give direction to all the other stones.

1 Pet 2:6-8For in Scriptue it says: “See, | lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one whasts in him will never be put to shame.”
Now to you who believe, this stongirscious. But to those who do not believe, “The
stone the buildersejected has become the capstone,” andsténe that causes men

to stumble and aock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the
message- which is also what they wedestined for

Thought 1.Jesus Christ is the Chief Cornerstone. If He is removed, the church will
collapse: no Christ, no church. Christ holds everything within the church tagether
Therefore, it is an absolute necessity that He and He alone be preached, taught, and lived.

Mat 7:24-27“Therefore eveyone who hears these wigrof mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on tle&.rThe rain came down, the
streams ose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
because it had its foundation on tleek. But everone who hears these wigrof mine

and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
The rain came down, the sams ose, and the winds blew and beat against that

house, and it fell with a gat crash.”

2 Tim 2:19 Nevetheless, God'solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription:
“The Lord knows those whoeahis,” and, “Evelyonewho confesses the name of the
Lord must turn away ém wickedness.”

2. We, the church, are built upon the foundation laid by the testimonies of the apostles and
prophetsThey surrounded the Lord Jesus Christ Him3éléir record and testimony
of theWord of God itself is the foundation upon which the church is to be laid.

John 17:17“Sanctify them by the @th; your wod is truth.”

Rom 10:7-91 am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of evgrone who believes: first for the Jetiven for the Gentile. But what
does it say? “The wakis near you; it is in your mouth and in your hgfathat is, the
word of faith we ag pioclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus isl[>or
and believe in your hetaithat God raised him @&m the dead, you will be saved.

Rom 10:10For it is with your hearthat you believe and arjustified, and it is with
your mouth that you confess an@ aaved.
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Eph 4:11-121t was he who gave some to be apostles, somepgmpleets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teaduepspare Gods people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.

Eph 4:14-15Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown hes and theg by evey wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness
of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all
things gow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

1 Th 2:13And we also thank God continually because, whengoeived the wal of
God, which you hedrfrom us, you accepted it not as the avof men, but as it actually
Is, the wod of God, which is at work in you who believe.

IV. Ephesians 0221 Church,A Growing Organism

Fourth, the church is pictured as a growingamism.The word “rises” is actually the
word “grows” or “growing,” a biological word, the idea of a livingganism.The church

is pictured as a living ganism— the union of various parts of a living being, of a dynamic
body This may seem strange to speak of a building in biological terenbuilding that
rises or growsThe point is that more and more parts, more and more believers are
brought and fitted into the building as each day pa3s$esbuilding rises and grows and
continues to rise and grow until the Lord Jesus Christ returns.

Note another fact as well. Peter calls Jesus Chridiving stone.Christ is thdiving
stoneupon which all others are built up a spiritual hoédleothers have to be built upon
Him if they wish to live and have their spiritual sacrifice accepted by God.

1 Pet 2:4-5As you come to him, the livingpBe— rejected by men but chosen by God
and pecious to him- you also, like living stones,abeing built into a spiritual house to
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to GoddhrJesus Christ.

Note that it is all of God: it is all due to Gedvork. He is the One who raises up the
Saviour Note also that the Saviour is the object of marvel and wonder

Thought 1.The church and its believers have two dynamic challenges in this point.

1) The church must gravit must be bringing new stones (believers) and fitting them
into the building of GodThe church must be adding on to the building. Its structure
Is not yet finished.

2) Every believer within the building is a part of the building and expected to fulfil its
function within the building; that is, every believer is a labquadabourer who is
expected to be busy adding on to the building of the chWetare all to be
bringing new stones and joining them into the great building of God, the church
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Mat 28:19-20“Therefore go and make disciples of all natiobgptizing them in

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey eveything | have commanded ydnd suely | am with you always, to the yer
end of the age.”

Acts 1:8But you will eceive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 4:20“For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and.hear

Acts 5:20“Go, stand in the temple cois;” he said, “and tell the people the full
message of this new life.”

2 Cor 4:13lt is written: “I believed; theefore | have spoken.” Wth that same spirit of
faith we also believe and thedore speak.

2 Tim 2:2 And the things you have héame say in the psence of many witnesses
entrust to eliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

1 Pet 3:15But in your heas set aparChrist as Lod. Always be ppaed to give an
answer to evgione who asks you to give tieasonfor the hope that you have. But do
this with gentleness andspect.

Psa 66:16Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done
for me.

Isa 43:10"You are my witnesses,” decles theLorp, “and my sevantwhom | have
chosen, so that you may know and believe maiaddrstand that | am he. Bedor
me no god was formed, nor will tiebe one after me.”

Isa 63:71 will tell of the kindnesses of therp, the deeds for which he is to be
praised, accating to all theLorp has done for us- yes, the many good things he has
done for the house of Israel, acdorg to his compassion and many kindnesses.

V. Ephesians 0221 Church,A Universal emple

Fifth the church is pictured as a worldwide temple, as the universal church. Note the word
“whole” — believers as a whole make up the holy temple of Glbthelievers— the

whole body of believers are pictured as a building, a universal church being structured
for God's presence. Each new believer and each generation of believers is seen as being
placed and fitted into Gosluniversal structurds the little chorus says, “Red and yellow
black and white- they are precious in His sigh&ll believers of every generation who

are being called from all across the world are being fitted intosGodversal building

which will literally be the new heavens and eavile, the church- the believers of the

earth from all generations shall be a part, a building stone, of the new universe when
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God makes the new heavens and earth (see verses above; note 1, Eph. 2:19), However
note that each person is placed into the strucmigeby ChristOnly the person and the

body of people who come to Christ as the Chief Cornerstone are fitted into the building.
A man must build upon the foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, which is the
foundation of Christ HimselfAny other cornerstone or any other foundation constructs
some other kind of building, not Geduilding. People may follow their own thought
structure or some mamnprofound philosophy or even their own lifestyle, but it is not

God's building that they structure. In Christ and in Christ alone and upon the foundation
laid by the apostles is Gadbuilding being structured.

Thought 1.The gospel of Jesus Christ is open to all people everywheegee is no

place for division and prejudice, privilege, partigltiasses and caste systems in the
temple or church of God. Every nation, even the uttermost part of the earth, is to be
brought into the universal temple or church of God.

Mat 16:18“And | tell you that you a Peterand on thisack | will build my chuch,
and the gates of Hades will not ogeme it.”

Mat 28:19“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Mark 13:10“And the gospel must first begached to all nations.”

Mark 16:15He said to them, “Go into all the world andgarch the good news to all
creation.”

Luke 24:47“And repentance and fgiveness of sins will be gached in his name to
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”

Acts 1:8“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.”

Rom 10:12For ther is no diffeence between Jew and Gentllehe same Latis
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him.

Gal 3:28Theke is neither Jew nor @ek, slave nor &e, male nor female, for youear
all one in Christ Jesus.

Eph 3:6 This myster is that though the gospel the Gentilegdreirs together with Israel,
members together of one bodnd shaers together in the pmise in Christ Jesus.

Rev 14:06Then | saw another angel flying in midaand he had the eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the #ar to evey nation, tribe, language and people.
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VI. Ephesians 0222 Indwelling Presence of the Holy Spirit

Sixth, the church is pictured as a local temple, as the local church. Note that Paul now
uses the word “you,” referring to the Ephesian church in partidtiéenh local church is
pictured as a building structured for Gogresence (\22).And each member is seen as an
integral and essential stone being placed and joined into the building (Eph. 4:16: 1 Pet. 2:5).
The churchs stability lies in each stone being placed, joined and cemented by the same
Lord, and by each stone holding up its load, fulfilling its purpose in the structure. Note
that the local church exists for the purpose of providing a dwelling, a home for the pres-
ence of God- through His SpiritThe church is to allow the Spirit of God to live out His

life through the churchithe Holy Spirit dwells within the church to help its believers

when they are...

» troubled, distressed or confused
» discouraged or dispirited

» suffering or dying

* joyful and excited

* slothful and inactive

* witnessing and teaching

* preaching and ministering

The Spirit of God dwells within the church to conform the church to the image of
God's will. The efectiveness of any local church depends upon how much it allows
the Holy Spirit to dwell within and to control its body of members.

John 14:17“The Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

Rom 8:9You, howeverare contolled not by the sinful natarbut by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in yolAnd if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ.

1 Cor 3:16Dont you know that you yourselvegdbods temple and that GalSpirit
lives in you?

1 Cor 6:19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you haveceived fom God? ¥u are not your own.

2 Tim 1:14 Guad the good deposit that was amdted to you- guard it with the help
of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

1 John 2:27As for you, the anointing yoeceived fom him emains in you, and you
do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and
as that anointing isaal, not counterfeit- just as it has taught youemain in himjili
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