
THE HOLY SPIRIT: WHO HE IS
JOHN 14: 15—26

Introduction: Doctrine of the Holy Spirit
There are three great Scriptures that deal with the doctrine of the Holy Spirit at length.
1. The Identity of the Holy Spirit or who He is (Jn. 14:15-26).
2. The Work of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:7-15).
3. The Power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:1-17).

Note this significant fact: two of the passages involve a discussion by the Lord Himself. He is
in the Upper Room spending the last hours He will ever have with His apostles while on earth.
He is covering the major subjects they need to grasp before His death, revealing and filling
them with the glorious truths that will help them through the upcoming trials they are to face.

The greatest help the believers are to receive is the very presence of God Himself in the
Person of the Holy Spirit. It is this that Jesus now reveals. He reveals the Holy Spirit, His
identity, who He is. (Jn. 16:7-15 where Jesus reveals the work of the Holy Spirit. Also
Rom. 8:1-17 where the power of the Holy Spirit is revealed.)

I. He is the Counsellor, the Comforter, and other Helper (vv. 15-16).
II. He is the Spirit of truth (v. 17).

III. He is the personal presence of Christ (vv. 18-20).

IV. He is the very special manifestation of Christ within the believer (vv. 21-22).

V. He is the abiding presence of the Trinity (vv. 23-24).

VI. He is the Teacher (vv. 25-26).

I.   John 14: 15  Love and Obedience
A fact: if a person loves Jesus, he will obey the commandments of Jesus. Note two things.

1. Obedience is not optional for believers. Jesus stated a simple fact that must be clearly
understood: “If you love me you will obey [teresete] what I command.” This is the
correct translation. Jesus is not giving an optional commandment, “If you love me,
[then, optional] obey what I command.” He is saying that the man who truly loves
Him will obey His commandments. To the believer, there is no option. He loves Jesus;
therefore, he obeys His commands. In this the believer is not claiming perfection, but
he is claiming to love Jesus and to believe with all his heart that Jesus is the Son of
God. Therefore, he diligently seeks Jesus, and he seeks to please Him in all that he
does (see Heb. 11:6).

2. What it means to love Jesus must be clearly understood.

a. To love Jesus is not an emotional thing. It involves emotions, but it is not based upon
emotions. It is not feelings: not feeling good today and loving Jesus, and feeling bad
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tomorrow and not loving Jesus. Loving Jesus is not a fluctuating experience, not an up
and down emotion. It is not an emotional love that changes with feelings.

b. To love Jesus is not a rational or mental commitment. Of course it involves the mind,
but it is not just deciding that Jesus is the Son of God and adopting His teachings and
morality as one’s standard in life. It is not just living by His teachings and doing the
best a person can. It is not a matter of the mind alone, not a matter of disciplining
one’s life to keep the law and its rules and regulations.

c. To love Jesus is a matter of the heart and of the spirit: a matter of man’s most vital
part, man’s innermost being, all that a man is. The heart is the seat of man’s affection
and will (devotion). The heart attaches and focuses our affection and will and devotion
to an object or a person. The heart causes a man to will to give himself either to good
or bad. To love Jesus means that a man focuses his heart and affections and will
(devotion) upon God by giving and receiving the love of God. It means that a man
gives his affection and will (devotion), all he is and has, to Jesus Christ. It means he...
• freely accepts Jesus
• cherishes and attaches himself to Jesus
• sacrificially gives all he is and has to Jesus
• commits all he is and has to serve Jesus and His cause

John 15:10, 14 “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have
obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. You are my friends if you do
what I command.”

1 John 2:3 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.

II.   John 14: 16—17   The Holy Spirit
The Comforter is the Holy Spirit, the other Helper (See Comforter, Counsellor, Jn. l4:16).
Note two points.

1. The acceptance of the Holy Spirit is conditional. Note the conjunction “and.” It is the
person who loves Jesus who is given the Holy Spirit. Note also that the Spirit is given
because Jesus prays for us. He is our Intercessor, the One who pleads our case. It is not
that God is unwilling to give the Holy Spirit. That is not the point. The point is that
Jesus Christ is our Mediator — our Intercessor — the One who makes it possible for us
to accept or receive the Spirit (see 1 Jn. 2:l-2). If a person truly loves Jesus, that person
is given the Holy Spirit.

The source of the Holy Spirit is “the Father.” It is the Father who gave the Son, and it
is the Father who gives the Holy Spirit. The picture is touching in that God is seen
longing ever so deeply...
• to give the Holy Spirit to those who love His only Son.
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• to do everything He can for the person who loves His Son, and of course the
greatest thing God can do is to put His Spirit into a person.

Luke 11:13 “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

2. The Holy Spirit abides forever with the believer. His presence continues and never
ends. The idea is that He never withdraws His presence.

JOHN  14: 16
 COMFORTER,  COUNSELLOR  (PARACLETOS)

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Cousellor to be
with you forever — the Spirit of truth.” Jn 14:16

One called in, one called to the side of another. The purpose is to help in any way
possible. (1) There is the picture of a friend called in to help a person who is troubled
or distressed or confused. (2) There is the picture of a commander called in to help a
discouraged and dispirited army. (3) There is the picture of a lawyer, an advocate,
called in to help a defendant who needs his case pleaded. No one word can adequately
translate paracletos. The word that probably comes closest is simply Helper. 

III.   John 14: 17  The Spirit of Truth
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. Note three facts.

1. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, the very same Truth that Christ is. He is the
Embodiment, the Communicator, and the Liberator of truth (See Jesus the Truth, Jn. 14:6).

The world cannot accept the Holy Spirit. Note the word “cannot.” It is impossible for
the world to accept the Holy Spirit. Why? Because the world of unbelievers does not
“see” or “know” the Holy Spirit. The world lives only for what it can see and know,
only for the physical and material, only for what it can touch and feel, taste and
consume, think and use.

2. The point is this: unbelievers reject Jesus. They do not love Him, and they care little
if anything about Him. They are not interested in seeing or knowing Jesus. The
result is natural:

=> They do not see the spiritual world or know it; therefore, they do not see or know
the Spirit of that world.

=> They are unaware of the spiritual world; therefore, they are unaware of the Spirit of
that world.

=> They do not know and love Jesus; therefore, they do not “know” the Spirit of Christ.

(Note this contrast between the “Spirit of the world” and the “Spirit of God,” 1 Cor. 2:12-14.)
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1 Cor 2:14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually discerned. (see vv. 12-13)

3. The believer does know the Holy Spirit. The believer knows the Spirit both by
experience and by His presence.

=> The Holy Spirit “lives with” the believer: giving assurance, looking after, caring,
guiding, and teaching.

=> The Holy Spirit is in the believer: communing, fellowshipping, sharing, and
conforming the believer to the image of Christ.

John 14:17 “The Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I
go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”

Luke 12:12 “For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ.

Rom 8:14 Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

Rom 8:16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

Gal 4:6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.”

2 Tim 1:14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you - guard it with the help
of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

1 Cor 2:12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
that we may understand what God has freely given us.

1 Cor 3:16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
lives in you?

1 Cor 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.

1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you
do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit — just as it has taught you, remain in him.

1 John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
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1 John 4:13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

1 John 5:6 This is the one who came by water and blood — Jesus Christ. He did not
come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because
the Spirit is the truth.

Ezek 36:27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be
careful to keep my laws.

IV.   John 14: 18—20   The Indwelling Presence of Christ
The Holy Spirit is the personal presence of Christ. Note four points.

1. Jesus said, “I will come to you.” He meant that He would return after He had gone
away, that is, died. He would come back to give believers His personal presence. He
would not leave them as orphans (orphanous); the word means to be orphaned, to be
without parental help, to be helpless. Jesus would not leave them to struggle through
the trials of life alone.

Jesus’ presence with His followers began with His resurrection and with the coming of
the Holy Spirit. Jesus was saying that He would come to the believer in the person of
the Holy Spirit.

2. The world lost its opportunity to see Jesus. He said so. He said that He would be
present for only a short time longer, then the world would not see Him “anymore.”
(The next time the world sees Him, He will be coming in judgment.)

3. The presence of Jesus is a living, eternal presence. He died, but He did not stay dead.
He arose and conquered death. He arose to live forever. Now think: if Jesus Christ is
living forever and He dwells within the believer, then the believer lives eternally.
Christ the Eternal Presence lives within the believer; therefore, the believer becomes
eternal. He never dies. (See Jesus Christ and Deliverance from Death, Jn. 8:51.) The
believer is made eternal by the eternal presence of Christ within him.

In fact, when Jesus says “I live,” He means He lives abundantly and eternally: He lives
life in all of its full meaning. Therefore, by living within the believer, Christ imparts
the same kind of life to the believer, a life that is both abundant and eternal. (See Life
in Jesus Christ, Jn. l:4;  Life in Jesus Christ, 10:10;  Eternal Life, 17:2-3.)

4. The presence of Christ is a living union, a mutual indwelling between God, Christ, and
the believer. “On that day” refers to Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Now note: when Jesus arose from the dead, believers knew something. His claim was
true in an absolute sense. Jesus really was “in” God. God is eternal; so by being “in”
God, Jesus was bound to live forever; He was bound to arise from the dead.

Something else was known. All that Jesus had said was true. He was placing all
believers “in” Himself and Himself “in” them; or to say it another way, when the
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Holy Spirit came, believers were placed “in” His Spirit and His Spirit “in” them. (See
Pentecost, Coming of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:1-4.)

JOHN 14: 20  CHRIST IN YOU

“On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me,
and I am in you.” John 14:20

This is the first time the glorious truth of Christ in you is revealed to the disciples.
The full understanding of the indwelling Christ was given and explained by Paul
(See Coming of the Holy Spirit, Jn. 20:22; notes,  1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Eph. 3:6; Col.
1:26-27; see Jn. 14:17-18, 20, 23; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 2:11-12; 3:16; 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:14;
1 Jn. 2:27; Eze. 36:27).

John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in
me, and I am in you.”

John 17:23 “I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let
the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Christ.

Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

Eph 3:17 So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that
you, being rooted and established in love.

Col 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

1 John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

Rev 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

JOHN 08: 51
JESUS CHRIST AND DELIVERANCE FROM DEATH

“I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”
John 8: 51
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This is one of the great promises of Scripture. “I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my
word, he will never see death” (v. 51).

1. Note the eye-catching words “I tell you the truth.” What is said is of critical
importance: “Listen — listen.”

2. Note how the sentence really stresses the glorious truth.

=> The word “death” is emphatic in the Greek: it begins the sentence. “Death in no
wise will he ever see.”

=> There is a double negative used (ou me): “Death in no wise, and by no means will
he ever see.”

3. Note the phrases “see death” (theorese thanaton) and “taste death” (geusetai
thanatou, v. 52). The meaning is that a genuine follower of Christ will...
• never experience death nor see death
• never know death nor partake of death
• never face the condemnation of death
• never experience the terror, the hurt, the pain and the suffering of death; never

experience the anguish of being separated from God and from the glory,
beauty, perfection and life of heaven

In a flash, quicker than lightning or the blinking of an eye, the follower of Christ
passes from this world into the next. He never ceases to experience life and never
loses consciousness. One moment he is in this world, the next moment he is in the
presence of God Himself.

Note the reason why the believer will never “see death” (v. 51) or “taste death” (v.
52): it is because Jesus came “by the grace of God [to] taste death for everyone”
(Heb. 2:9).

4. Note: there is a condition for escaping death: “If anyone keeps my word” (logon,
word). A person must keep the Word of Christ to escape death. The word keeps
(terese) means to watch over, to keep, to obey with diligence. It means to fix and
set one’s heart upon the Word of Christ and keep it with all diligence. If a man is
persistent in obeying Christ, he will never see death. (See note, Jn. 8:31. See
Death, Heb .9:27.)

5. Note the glorious truth of this claim.

The Unbeliever... But the Follower of Christ...
• experiences physical death • never sees death
• faces the judgment of God • never tastes death
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• experiences spiritual decay, • lives now and forever
separation

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes In him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

John 6:27 “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal
life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his
seal of approval.”

John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.”

John 10:27-28 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of
my hand.”

 John 11:26 “And whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?”

John 17:2-3 “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give
eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

1 John 2:25 And this is what he promised us — even eternal life.

Jude 1:21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

JOHN 01: 04   “IN CHRIST WAS LIFE”
“In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  John 01: 04

The simple statement “in Christ was life” means at least three things.

1. Life is the quality and essence, the energy and power, the force and principle of
being. Christ is life; He is...
• the very quality of life • the very essence of life
• the very energy of life • the very power of life
• the very force of life • the very principle of life

Without Christ, there would be no life whatsoever. Life is in Him, within His very
being. All things exist and have their being (life) in Him.

2. Life is purpose, meaning and significance of being. Christ is life; He is...
• the very purpose of life.
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• the very meaning of life.
• the very significance of life.

3. Life is perfection. Life is all that a man must be and possess in order to live
perfectly. This is what is meant by life. Life is completeness of being, absolute
satisfaction, the fullness of all good and the possession of all good things. Life is
perfect love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and
self-control (Gal. 5:22-23).

Whatever life is and all that life is, is all in Jesus Christ. Even the legitimate
cravings of man that are sometimes entangled with evil — such as power, fame and
wealth — are all included in the life given by Jesus Christ. Those who partake of His
life shall reign forever as kings and priests (Lk. 16:10-12). This is the very thing
that is distinctive about life — it is eternal. It lasts forever and it is rewarding. It will
eventually exalt the believer to the highest life and place and position. (Rev. 21:1f.)

Jesus Christ is the source of life: He is the way to life, and He is the truth of life.
He is the very substance of life, its very being and energy (Jn. 5:26; 1 Jn. 1:2). 

JOHN 10: 10   LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.”  John 10: 10

Life is one of the great words of the Scriptures. The word life (zoe) and the verb to
live or to have life (zen) have a depth of meaning.

1. Life is the energy, the force, the power of being.

2. Life is the opposite of perishing. It is deliverance from condemnation and death. It
is the stopping or cessation of deterioration, decay and corruption (Jn. 3:16: 5:24,
29; 10:28).

3. Life is eternal (aionios). It is forever. It is the very life of God Himself (Jn. l7:3).
However, eternal life does not refer just to duration. Living forever would be a
curse for some persons. The idea of eternal life is also quality, a certain kind of
life, a life that consistently knows love, joy, peace, power and responsibility .

4. Life is satisfaction (Jn. 6:35).

5. Life is security and enjoyment (Jn. l0:10).

6. Life is found only in God. God is the source and author of life, and it is God who
has appointed Jesus Christ to bring life to man. Jesus Christ gives the very life of
God Himself (Jn. 5:26; 6:27, 40; 10:28; 17:23).
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7. Life has now been revealed. It has been unveiled and is clearly seen in Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ shows man what life is (Jn. 1:4-5; 5:26; 1 Jn. l:2).

8. Life only comes to a man by believing in Jesus Christ. A man outside Jesus Christ
only exists. He merely has the existence of an animal. Real life is found only in
God. This is to be expected and it is logically true, for God is the creator of life. As
the creator of life, He alone knows what life really is and what it is supposed to be
(Jn. 3:36; 5:24; 6:47). This is the reason He sent His Son, the LORD Jesus Christ,
into the world: to show men what life is. When a person looks at Jesus Christ, he
sees exactly what life is, exactly what it involves (Gal. 5:22-23):

=> love => patience => faithfulness => joy => kindness
=> gentleness => peace => goodness => self-control  

V. John 14: 21—22  The Manifestation of Christ

The Holy Spirit is the very special manifestation of Christ within the believer. Apparently,
this refers to very special manifestations of the Lord to the heart of the believer, those very
special times when there is a deep consciousness of love between the Lord and His dear
follower (See God’s Revelation, Jn. 14:21). This is bound to be what Christ means, for He
has already spoken about His personal presence within the believer (vv. 18-20). When
believers go through terrible trials and experience severe crises, God knows and He loves
and cares; so He moves to meet the need of His dear children. He moves within the
believer’s heart, manifesting His presence and giving a deep sense of His love and care,
helping and giving confidence, forgiveness, and assurance — giving whatever the believer
needs. The depth of the experience and the intensity and emotion of the special
manifestation depends upon the need of the believer. God knows and loves His dear child
perfectly, so He gives whatever experience and depth of emotion are needed to meet the
need of His child. We must always remember that God loves each one of us so much He
will do whatever is needed...

• to lift us up • to strengthen us

• to conform us to the image of His dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ

Note that the special manifestations of the Lord’s presence are given only to the believer
who does two things.

=> The believer who has Jesus’ commandments receives the special manifestations of the
Holy Spirit. To have His commandments means that the believer has searched and
possesses the commandments of Jesus Christ. He has them in his heart, knows them,
has made them his own (see Psa. 119:11).

=> The believer who obeys the commandments of Jesus.
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The believer who does these two things shows that he truly loves the Lord Jesus, and
he that loves the Lord Jesus shall be loved of the Father and the Lord will love him as
well. In fact, the Lord will manifest Himself to the believer who hides His
commandments in his heart.

Note an important fact: the special manifestation is questioned. Judas asked the
question for the first time, but the special manifestation of Christ’s presence has been
questioned and doubted by thousands ever since. Judas was thinking like all men think
— in terms of a physical manifestation, a visible appearance.

JOHN 14: 21
GOD’S MANIFESTATION, REVELATION,

SHOWS HIMSELF  (PHANEROO, EMPHANIZO)

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves
me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him
and show myself to him.” John 14: 21

When used in the sense of an unveiling or revelation, it suggests that a new thing has
come to light; that something never known by man before is made known. Some
mystery has now been revealed. It is something that cannot be discovered by man’s
reason or wisdom. It is a mystery that is hidden from man and beyond his grasp. Here in
Jn. 14:21-22, it means that Jesus’ presence is revealed (brought to light), illuminated,
manifested, quickened in the life of the believer. It means that He shows, manifests,
Himself to His disciples in a very special way. He discloses His person, His nature, His
goodness. He illuminates Himself within their hearts and lives. He gives a very special
consciousness within their souls. (See Pentecost, Coming of the Holy Spirit,  Acts 2:1-4.)

John 7:38-39 “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of
living water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those
who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been
given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

 John 14:21-23 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who
loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him
and show myself to him.” Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord,
why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” Jesus replied,
“If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we
will come to him and make our home with him.”

Acts 2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
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 Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Acts 13:52  And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

Eph 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled
with the Spirit. 

V.   John 14: 23—24   Abiding Presence of the Trinity
The Holy Spirit is the abiding presence of the Trinity. Note the words, “My Father... we
will come...and make our home with him [the believer].” Both the Father and Christ come
to abide in the believer in the person of the Holy Spirit (vv. 16-17, 26). All three live or
dwell within the believer. Note four simple but profound facts.

1. The abiding presence of the Trinity is conditional: one must obey Christ, that is, love
and keep His words.

2. The abiding presence of the Trinity is the love and presence of God and Christ and the
Holy Spirit — all three dwelling within the life of the believer.

3. The abiding presence of the Trinity is not “in” the man who does not love and obey Jesus.

4. The abiding presence of the Trinity is assured by God Himself. Note what Jesus said:
His words are the words of the Father who sent Him. Jesus’ words were proof that He
was the embodiment of God. His words were the very Words of God which God
Himself wanted to say to man (Jn. 14:10). When Jesus spoke, it was the Father who
was speaking through Him. Look at His words, His teaching, and His doctrine, and
know that He was who He claimed to be: the Son of God Himself, the very
embodiment of God.

 John 17:11 “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name — the name
you gave me — so that they may be one as we are one.”

John 17:22-23 “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as
we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the
world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

JOHN 14: 23  LOVE AND COMMANDMENTS

The person who really loves Jesus will want to help Jesus by doing what He asks.
Therefore, love and obedience are tied together so tightly that a person cannot love
and not obey. A person’s love is proven and clearly seen in his obedience. (See 1 Jn.
2:9-11; 3:10-17; 4:7-21.)  
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VI.   John 14: 25—26  The Teacher

The Holy Spirit is the Teacher. He teaches “all things” which Jesus taught. “All things”
means all the things which Jesus taught including the presence of the Counsellor or
Comforter (Holy Spirit), who is given to help the believer through the trials of life, and the
indwelling presence and love of the Father and Son.

However, a crucial point must be heeded. The Counsellor or Comforter comes only from
the Father “in the name” of Jesus.

=> In calling God “the Father,” a Father-child relationship is stressed. One must become a
child of God, that is, of the Father, in order to be given the Father’s Counsellor or
Comforter.

=> The words “in the name” of Christ mean that one must approach the Father “in” the
name of Christ, that is, recognizing that Jesus alone is acceptable to God (See Prayer
in Jesus’ Name, Jn. 14:13-14).

The purpose of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life is twofold.

1. To teach all things: both the words and the life of Christ, both the Truth and the Life,
both the Word and how to live the Word, both the theory and the practice, both the
principles and the conduct, both the morality and the behaviour.

2. To help remember: to help remember all that has been taught in the Word of God, to
help especially in the moments of trial when the truth is needed. In a moment of trial
the Holy Spirit either infuses the believer with the strength to endure or flashes across
his mind the way to escape (see 1 Cor. 10:13).

Luke 12:12 “For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

John 14:26 “But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

John 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you
what is yet to come.”

1 Cor 2:13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in
words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

1 John 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you
do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit, just as it has taught you, remain in him. 



THE SOURCE OF PEACE, JOY AND SECURITY
JOHN 14: 27—31

Introduction
This is a passage which speaks ever so warmly yet forcibly to the needs of men. It covers
the source of peace, joy, and security.
I. The source of peace (v. 27).
II. The source of joy (vv. 28-29).
III. The source of security (vv. 30-31).

I.   John 14: 27  The Source of Peace
Peace (eirene) means to bind together, to join, to weave together. It means that a person is
bound, woven and joined together with himself and with God and others.

The Hebrew word is shalom. It means freedom from trouble and much more. It means
experiencing the highest good, enjoying the very best, possessing all the inner good
possible. It means wholeness and soundness. It means prosperity in the widest sense,
especially prosperity in the spiritual sense of having a soul that blossoms and flourishes.

1. There is the peace of the world. This is a peace of escapism, of avoiding trouble, of
refusing to face things, of unreality. It is a peace that is sought through pleasure,
satisfaction, contentment, absence of trouble, positive thinking or denial of problems.

2. There is the peace of Christ and of God. This is, first, a bosom peace, a peace deep
within. It is a tranquillity of mind, a composure, a peace that is calm in the face of
bad circumstances and situations. It is more than feelings — even more than
attitude and thought.

This is, second, the peace of conquest (see Jn. 16:33). It is the peace independent of
conditions and environment; the peace which no sorrow, no danger, no suffering, no
experience can take away.

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

This is, third, the peace of assurance (see Rom. 8:28). It is the peace of unquestionable
confidence; the peace with a sure knowledge that one’s life is in the hands of God and
that all things will work out for good to those who love God and are called according
to His purpose.

Rom 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose.

This is, fourth, the peace of intimacy with God (see Phil. 4:6-7). It is the peace of the
highest good. It is the peace that settles the mind, strengthens the will and
establishes the heart.



The Source of Peace, Joy and Security

John 14: 27–31 2

3. There is the source of peace. Peace is always born out of reconciliation. Its source is
found only in the reconciliation wrought by Jesus Christ. Peace always has to do with
personal relationships: a man’s relationship to himself, to God, and to his fellow men.
A man must be bound, woven, and joined together with himself, with God and with
his fellow man.

Eph 2:13-14 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought
near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

Col 1:20-21 And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were
alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour!

Man secures peace in the following manner:

=> by justification

Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

=> by loving God’s Word

Psa 119:165  Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make them
stumble.

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

=> by praying about everything

Phil 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

=> by being spiritually minded

Rom 8:6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life
and peace.

=> by keeping his mind upon God

Isa 26:3 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts
in you.

Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent
or praiseworthy — think about such things.

=> by obeying God’s commands
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Isa 48:18 If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have
been like a river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Phil 4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me — put
it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

The subject of peace is often divided into (1) the peace with God, which is wrought
through salvation (Rom. 5:l; Eph. 2:14-17); (2) the peace of God, which is the very
peace of God Himself and which points to God as the Source of peace (Lk. 7:50; Phil.
4:6-7); (3) the peace from God, which God gives to dwell in the heart of the believer
as he walks day by day in the Lord (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3).

II.   John 14: 28—29  The Source of Joy, Rejoicing

The source of joy, of rejoicing and being glad. Joy (chara) and rejoicing or being glad
(echarete, the same root word as joy) mean an inner gladness and a deep seated pleasure.
It is a depth of assurance and confidence that ignites a cheerful heart. It is a cheerful heart
that leads to cheerful behaviour.

The source of joy is threefold. (See Joy,  Jn. l5:11.)

1. The return of Jesus to the Father causes believers to joy and rejoice. “I am going away
and I am coming back to you” is a reference to His death, resurrection, and ascension.

a. The death or cross of Christ attracts and causes men to joy and rejoice. The cross is the
source of their deliverance from sin, death, and hell. Jesus said that both the world and
Satan would be conquered by the cross, by His death (Jn. 12:32).

John 12:32 “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.”

Gal 6:14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

b. The resurrection and ascension of Christ attracts and causes men to joy and rejoice or
be glad. The resurrection and ascension are the sources of their new life and hope for
eternity (Notes, Resurrection, Jn. 14:6; 7:33-34; Mk. 16:19-20).

Rom 5:1-2 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

Psa 16:11 You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Isa 35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and
sorrow and sighing will flee away.
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2. The Father’s greatness causes believers to joy and rejoice or be glad. The Father
demonstrated His great love and power by releasing Jesus...
• from the sinful nature, the flesh: with all its limitations and weaknesses
• from the world: with all its trials and temptations
• from the devil: with all his oppression, deception, accusations and attacks
• from the pressure of men: with all their demands, threats, attacks and rejection

The Father took Jesus home, back from where He had come; and He restored Him to
His seat of glory, exalting Him above every name that is named (Phil. 2:9-11). The
believer joys and rejoices in the phenomenal power of the Father’s greatness.

John 16:24 “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will be complete.”

Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

1 Pet 1:8-9 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Phil 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

Thought 1. The implication of the Father’s power for the believer is phenomenal. The
believer will also be released from the sinful nature, the flesh, the world, the devil and
the pressure of men, just as Jesus was.

John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete.”

3. A confirmed faith causes believers to joy and rejoice or be glad. The claims of Jesus
have been proven and verified. Just as He told His disciples, all that He predicted has
come to pass.

=> He did leave (die). => He did return (the resurrection).

=> He did go to His Father (the ascension). => He did send the Holy Spirit.

Note: by foretelling these things, Jesus strengthened the faith of believers enormously.
(In fact, think about it: He could have chosen no better way to strengthen the faith of
believers.)

John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete.”

John 17:13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.”
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Jer 15:16 When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight,
for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty.

JOHN 15: 11  JOY (CHARA)

“I told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete.” John 15: 11

An inner gladness; a deep-seated pleasure. It is a depth of assurance and confidence
that ignites a cheerful heart. It is a cheerful heart that leads to cheerful behaviour.

Several things need to be said about the believer’s joy.

1. Joy is divine. It is possessed and given only by God. Its roots are not in earthly or
material things or cheap triumphs. It is the joy of the Holy Spirit, a joy based in the
Lord. It is His very own joy (Jn.15:11; Act. 13:52; Rom. l4:17; Gal. 5:22; 1 Th. l:6).

2. Joy does not depend on circumstances or happiness. Happiness depends upon
happenings, but the joy that God implants in the believer’s heart overrides all,
even the most troublesome matters of life and death (Psa. 5:11; 2 Cor. 6:10; 7:4).

3. Joy springs from faith (Rom. 15:13; Phil. l:25; 2 Tim. 1:4; see Mt. 2:10).

4. Joy of future reward makes and keeps one faithful (Mt. 25:21, 23; Acts 20:24;
Heb. l2:2).

The source of the believer’s joy is several fold.

1. The fellowship of the Father and His Son brings joy (1 Jn. l:3-4; Psa. l6:11).

2. Victory over sin, death, and hell brings joy (Jn. 14:28; 16:20-22; Isa. 12:3; 61:10).

3. Repentance brings joy (Lk. 15:7, 10).

4. The hope of glory brings joy (Rom. l4:17; Heb. 12:2; 1 Pet. 4:13).

5. The Lord’s Word, the revelations, commandments, and promises which He made
bring joy (Jn. 15:11).

6. The commandments of Christ and the will of God bring joy. Obeying and doing
a good job stirs joy within the believer’s heart (Jn. l5:11, 32; 17:13; Act. 13:52;
Jer. l5:16).

7. Prayer brings joy (Jn. 16:24).

8. The presence and fellowship of believers bring joy (1 Jn. 1:3-4).

9. Converts bring joy (Lk. l5:5; Phil. 4:l; 1 Th. 2:19-20; Psa. 126:5).

10. Hearing that others walk in the truth brings joy (3 Jn. l:4).

11. Giving brings joy (2 Cor. 8:2; Heb. 10:34). 
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III.   John 14: 30—31  The Source of Security

The believer’s security comes from two sources.

1. Security comes from Jesus’ victory over Satan. (See Satan, Jn. 12:31; Cross of Jesus
Christ, Jn. 12:32.)

a. “Satan is coming”: he was using men (Judas and the religionists) to make a last ditch
effort to destroy Jesus. But Satan had nothing in Jesus; there was nothing which he
could use to attract Jesus to sin. There was no lust, no greed, no selfishness — nothing
in Jesus that Satan could use to destroy Him.

John 8:46 “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t
you believe me?”

2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet
was without sin.

Heb 7:26 Such a high priest meets our need — one who is holy, blameless, pure, set
apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.

1 Pet 1:19 But with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

b. Jesus was predicting that He would be completely victorious and triumphant over Satan.

John 12:31 “Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world
will be driven out.”

John 14:30 “I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is
coming. He has no hold on me.”

Col 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Heb 2:14-15 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity
so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death — that is, the
devil — and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

1 John 3:8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
devil’s work.

2. Security comes from Jesus’ obedience to the Father. The Father’s great commandment
was for Jesus to die for the sins of the world. His death was the supreme act of
obedience. (Jn. 12:27-30.)
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John 10:17-18 “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received
from my Father.”

John 12:27-28 “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from
this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your
name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

Eph 5:2 And live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
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