
THE GREAT CONVICTION:
THOMAS’ CONFESSION

JOHN 20: 24—29
Introduction

This is an excellent study on conviction and confession. It is the great conviction and
confession of Thomas.
I. Thomas’ frustrated, reactionary spirit (vv. 24-25).

II. Thomas’ false picture of Jesus (vv. 25-26).

III. Thomas’ critical confrontation and confession: Jesus appeared, and He challenged and
convicted him (vv. 26-28).

IV. Thomas’ great lesson for all men: the person who believes without seeing will be far
more blessed than those who demand proof (v. 29).

John 20: 24—29  Another Outline
Conviction — its signs, results or reactions.
I. A frustrated reactionary spirit (v. 24).
II. A false picture of Jesus (v. 25).
III. A persistent doubt (v 26).
IV. A critical confrontation (v. 27).
V. A strong confession (v. 28).
VI. A great lesson for the church (v. 29).

I.   John 20: 24—25   Cause of Unbelief in Thomas

Thomas’ frustrated, reactionary spirit. Thomas had not been with the disciples when
Jesus first appeared to them. Like so many today, he staunchly refused to believe that
Jesus had actually risen from the dead. The disciples testified and bore witness to the
glorious truth. The Greek means they “kept on telling him,” but Thomas became stiff-
necked and obstinate in his unbelief. He even argued against their testimony, and he
argued with deep intensity. He was deeply aggravated and frustrated, feeling great
disappointment and guilt. The depth of his aggravation and guilt is seen in his
repulsive shout, “Unless I see...put my finger ..[and] put my hand into his side, I will
not believe it” (Jn. 20:25).

What was it that frustrated Thomas so much and caused him to sense such intense guilt
and react the way he did? Evidently...

• Thomas had forsaken the Lord, and that was enough to frustrate any man’s spirit.
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• Thomas had also withdrawn from the disciples; consequently he was not present
when the Lord first appeared (Jn. 20:24). He missed another opportunity to be
identified with Christ.

Of course, this caused Thomas to become aggravated with guilt all over again. He became
critical of the body of believers. It was his own fault, but as human nature so often reacts,
he blamed others through his aggravated spirit. He argued against their experience with
the resurrected Lord. Having taken all he could bear, in utter frustration he shouted out,
“Unless I see...put my finger...[and] put my hand into his side, I will not believe it” (Jn.
20:25). It was eight days more before the Lord ever appeared to Thomas (Jn. 20:26). What
a loss he experienced!

Thought 1. Persistent doubt always delays the blessings.

Thought 2. Guilt, frustration, disappointment, and exclusion often result in a...

• haughty spirit • reaction

• denial of facts • fierce outburst

1 John 3:20 Whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything.

Mark  4:40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

Luke 24:25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken!”

Heb 10:38 “But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not
be pleased with him.”

Rev 2:4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.

Prov 14:14 The faithless will be fully repaid for their ways, and the good man
rewarded for his.

II.   John 20: 25—26   Misconceptions about Jesus Christ

Thomas’ false picture of Jesus. Thomas had always thought in terms of an earthly
Messiah or Saviour who would make things better upon this earth and in this life. He had
become a follower of Jesus thinking that an earthly kingdom was to be set up and that he
was to be a leader in that kingdom. He saw Jesus as the promised Messiah who was to be
the Son of David, that is, to come from David’s roots. (See Christ, King of Israel, Jn.
1:49.) He refused to see beyond the human and physical things of this world. Therefore,
he could see Jesus only as the man who was nailed to the cross and had a spear thrust into
His side and was now dead. (See Jn. 13:1-17; Lk. 22:24-30.)
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Thought 1. False pictures of Jesus lead to unbelief. Jesus is more than...

• a great teacher • a great prophet
• a great man • a great founder of a religion

He is even more than the greatest man who ever lived. All such beliefs — no matter how
highly they esteem Jesus — are false beliefs, for they see Jesus only as a man. They see
Him as one of the greatest men who ever lived, but they still see Him only as a man.

Thought 2. Men prefer to see Jesus only as a man because it brings Him down to their
level. It makes Him less than Lord. They believe it means...

• that man is not totally depraved, not wicked through and through; that man is not
so bad that Jesus had to sacrifice His life for them.

• that man can do what Jesus did, the best he can, and God will accept him.

• that man does not have to follow Jesus in every little detail and teaching. Why?
Because as man, they believe that Jesus was not absolutely perfect. He was wrong
in some things. Where? Each person has to decide the best he can where Jesus was
right and wrong. Then that person must do the best he can to follow Jesus where
Jesus was right. Men believe it is doing the best they can that God accepts. (Note
how this allows each man to form God in his own mind and after his own likeness.
Man can make God as he wishes God to be. Man can do what he wishes and then
say that it was allowed by God.)

Mat 16:13-14 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

Mark 6:3 “Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James,
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.

Rom 1:21-23 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

Rom 1:25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
created things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised. Amen.
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JOHN 01: 49  JESUS CHRIST, KING OF ISRAEL

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; you are the
King of Israel.” John 01:49

Jesus was declared to be the Messianic King. God had given to David and his seed
(the Messiah) the promise of eternal government (2 Sam. 7:12; Psa. 39:3f; 132:11).

Note how often Jesus was called the son of David. (Mt. 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31: 21:9,
15; Acts 2:29-36; Rom. l:3; 2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 22:16.) It was the common title and
popular concept of the Messiah. Generation after generation of Jews had ached and
looked for the promised deliverer of Israel. The people expected Him to be a great
general who would deliver and restore the nation to its greatness. In fact, they
expected Him to make the nation the centre of universal rule. He would, under God,
conquer the world and centre the glory and majesty of God Himself in Jerusalem; and
from His throne, the throne of David, He would execute the Messianic fire of
judgment upon the nations and peoples of the world.  

III.   John 20: 26—28   The Confession
Thomas’ critical confrontation and conviction. Jesus appeared and challenged and
convicted Thomas.

1. Note the confrontation. The doors were again shut and locked (Jn. 20:19). Suddenly,
unexpectedly, without notice, Jesus stood in the midst of the disciples. Again He eased
their shock by giving the normal greeting: “Peace be with you.” But then note what He
did: He turned immediately to confront Thomas.

a. Jesus revealed that He knew all about Thomas’ unbelief and demands. He used the
very same words that Thomas had demanded: “Put your finger here; see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe” (v. 27).

Thought 1. Jesus knows every man’s heart: his despair, doubts, fears, hope, love. He
knows where and when to strike at a man’s heart. However, note a crucial factor:
Thomas was where Jesus could reach him. He was in the presence of believers
listening to their testimony. He had not shut them out despite his questions.

John 2:25 He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.

1 Cor 3:20 And again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”

1 Sam 2:3 “Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance,
for the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed.”

Jer 17:10 “I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man
according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.”
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Dan 2:22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and
light dwells with him.

b. Jesus warned and called for belief. Thomas had been walking down a dangerous road.
The disciples had testified to him time and again, but he had refused time and again to
accept their testimony.

=> Stop doubting (me ginou apistos): stop becoming an unbeliever. You are running the
risk of becoming faithless and unbelieving, beyond the point of believing. You have
carried your unbelief too far. It is now time to stop the foolishness. The others have
been repeatedly testifying the truth to you. Stop the stiff-necked, obstinate unbelief.
You are in danger.

John 3:18 “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and
only Son.”

John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”

John 8:24 “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am
the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”

Heb 2:3 How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation,
which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.

Heb 3:12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns
away from the living God.

Jude 1:5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord
delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe.

=> Believe (See Saving Faith, Jn. 2:24).

John 3:15 “That everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”

John 5:24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in
me will live, even though he dies.”

John 12:46 “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me
should stay in darkness.”

John 20:31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Rom 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
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Thought 1. To doubt is to be Christless, “separate from Christ ... without hope and
without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12).

2. The strong confession. This is one of the great confessions in Scripture. Most likely
dropping to his knees, Thomas exclaimed, “My Lord and My God!” He now knew
five great things.

a. That Jesus is truly the risen Lord. All that Jesus had said was true.

The disciples finally understood that Jesus had meant exactly what He was saying.
When He had said that He was going to die and arise from the dead, they had
spiritualized His words. But Jesus had meant exactly what He was saying: He was to
literally die and arise from the dead and, by such, He was to usher in the Kingdom of
God. Of course, this was far more meaningful than the earthly kingdom they had
desired. It was the most glorious news in all the world, for man could now live beyond
a few short years in an earthly kingdom; man could live in the very presence of God
forever. Sin, death and hell were now conquered. Jesus constantly shared His death
and resurrection. This fact is often overlooked.

Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Acts 5:31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might
give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.

Rom 1:4 And who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the
Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

Rom 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

1 Cor 1:9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
is faithful.

1 Cor 8:6 Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and
for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things
came and through whom we live.

b. That Jesus is both Lord and God, the Sovereign majesty of the universe. Christ is
eternal. (Jn. 1:1-2).

Christ was preexistent. This means He was there before creation. He has always
existed. “In the beginning [en archei]” does not mean from the beginning. Jesus Christ
was already there. He did not become; He was not created; He never had a beginning.
He “was with God in the beginning” (Jn. l7:5; 8:58).

Christ was coexistent. He was and is face-to-face with God forever. The word with
(pros) has the idea of both being with and acting toward. Jesus Christ (the Word) was
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both with God and acting with God. He was “with God”: by God’s side, acting, living,
and moving in the closest of relationships. Christ had the ideal and perfect relationship
with God the Father. Their life together — their relationship, communion, fellowship,
and connection — was a perfect eternal bond. This is exactly what is said: “He was
with God in the beginning” (Jn.1:2).

Col 2:9-10 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have
been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.

1 Tim 3:16 Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a
body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the
nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.

Heb 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

c. That Jesus is the One who has come to truly reveal God, that He is the Mediator
between God and man. The way to God is through Jesus Christ Himself (Jn. 14:6).
This is a critical verse, for Jesus said that no man could reach God unless he
approached God through Jesus Himself. Jesus made three phenomenal claims.
1. I am the Way
2. I am the Truth
3. I am the Life

Jesus claims that He is from above (Jn. 3:31). Jesus came out of (ek) the spiritual
world into the physical world, out of the heavenly dimension of being into the earthly
dimension of being. Jesus came out of...
• the incorruptible and imperishable world into the corruptible and perishable world.
• the glorious world into the dishonorable world.
• the powerful world into the weak world.
• the spiritual world into the natural world. (1 Cor. 15:42-44.)

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.”

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.

Heb 8:6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of
which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.

Heb 9:15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance — now that he has died as a
ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
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Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the
true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.

1 John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defence — Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One.

d. That Jesus accepts no half-way commitments. Jesus expected to be his Lord and his
God: “My Lord and My God.” Therefore, he must personally bow and worship Jesus
as his Lord and his God.

Phil 2:9-11 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Rom 14:9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.

Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

Rev 5:12 In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise!”

e. That Jesus expected an open and public confession of Him as Lord and God (Mt.
10:32; Lk. 12:8).

Mat 10:32 “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him
before my Father in heaven.”

Luke 12:8 “I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge him before the angels of God.”

1 John 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the
Son has the Father also.

1 John 4:15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him
and he in God.

JOHN 02: 24
SAVING FAITH: BELIEVE,  COMMIT,  ENTRUST

The word commit or entrust is the very same word “believe” (see Jn. 2:23). This gives
an excellent picture of saving faith, of what genuine faith is — of the kind of faith that
really saves a person.
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1. Saving faith is not head knowledge, not just a mental conviction and intellectual
assent. It is not just believing the fact that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world.
It is not just believing history, that Jesus Christ lived upon earth as the Saviour just
as A J Abdul Kalam lived upon earth as the President of India. It is not just
believing the words and claims of Jesus in the same way that a person would
believe the words of Abdul Kalam.

2. Saving faith is believing in Jesus, who and what He is, that He is the Saviour and
Lord of life. It is a man giving and turning his life over to Jesus. It is a man casting
himself upon Jesus as Saviour and Lord.

3. Saving faith is commitment — the commitment of a man’s total being and life to
Jesus Christ. It is a man’s commitment of all he is and has to Jesus. It gives Jesus
everything; therefore, it involves all of a man’s affairs. The man trusts Jesus to
take care of his past (sins), his present (welfare), and his future (destiny). He
entrusts his whole life, being, and possessions into Jesus’ hands. He lays himself
upon Jesus’ keeping, confiding in Him about his daily necessities and
acknowledging Him in all the ways of life. He follows Jesus in every area and in
every detail of life, seeking His instructions and leaving his welfare up to Him. It
is simply commitment of a man’s whole being, all he is and has, to Jesus.

There are three steps involved in faith, steps that are clearly seen in this passage.

1. There is the step of seeing (Jn. 2:23) or hearing (Rom. 10:16). A man must be
willing to listen to the message of Christ, the revelation of truth.

2. There is the step of mental assent. A man must agree that the message is true, that
the facts of the case are thus and so. But this is not enough. Mere agreement does
not lead to action. Many a person knows that something is true, but he does not
change his behaviour to match his knowledge. For example, a man knows that
eating too much harms his body, but he may continue to eat too much. He agrees to
the truth and knows the truth, but he does nothing about it. A person may believe
and know that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world and yet do nothing about it,
never make a decision to follow Christ. This man still does not have faith, not the
kind of faith that the Bible talks about.

3. There is the step of commitment. When the New Testament speaks of faith, it
speaks of commitment, a personal commitment to the truth. A man hears the truth
and agrees that it is true and does something about it. He commits (entrusts) and
yields his life to the truth. The truth becomes a part of his very being, a part of his
behaviour and life. 
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IV.   John 20: 29   Unquestioning Belief
Thomas’ great lesson for all men. What is the lesson?

=> To believe without having to see evidences and proof.

John 20:29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

=> To believe because of tenderness and warmth.

Eph 2:4-5, 8-9 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you
have been saved. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.

=> To believe because of love and care and because of the need and nature of the human
heart.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

=> To believe because of the need for morality and godly character.

Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. (see vv.19-21)

=> To believe because godly witnesses say so.

John 20:21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.”

Mark 16:15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all
creation.”

=> To believe because of the inner witness of the heart.

Rom 2:15 Since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts,
their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even
defending them.

=> To believe because of the outer witness of nature.

Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities — his eternal
power and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that men are without excuse.
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Note that Thomas ceased being obstinate and rebellious when he saw Jesus and after Jesus
had rebuked him. Thomas had been at fault; he had been doubting, and his unbelief was
inexcusable. The men who had proclaimed the truth to him were not liars. Neither could
they all have been deceived. Thomas had just refused to believe because he did not want
to believe. He had acted intellectually superior and had been about to lose his soul.

The point is this: the person who believes without seeing demonstrates...
• a strength of character
• a tenderness and warmth of heart
• a sensitivity to the witness of the Holy Spirit
• an awareness to the order and beauty of all the world

Therefore, that person will be blessed with a very special joy, an inexpressible and
glorious joy.

1 Pet 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.

Thought 1. When a man truly sees what Jesus has done for Him, or when a man is
rebuked by the Spirit of Christ, he must cease his unbelief. He must turn to Christ, for
the Lord’s Spirit will not always strive and contend with men.

Gen 6:3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is
mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”

Prov 28:14 Blessed is the man who always fears the LORD, but he who  hardens his
heart falls into trouble.

Prov 29:1 A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be
destroyed — without remedy.  



THE GREAT PURPOSE OF THE SIGNS
 OR WONDERFUL WORKS OF JESUS

JOHN 20: 30—31
Introduction

Note two significant facts as an introduction to this passage. First, it is quite clear that the
gospel writers did not include all that Jesus did in their gospels. In fact, they recorded very
few of the signs. Contrary to what is usually thought, Jesus was apparently ministering and
meeting the needs of multitudes every day — from sunrise until sundown.

Second, note the use of the word “signs.” In talking about Jesus’ life, the word “signs” is
chosen by John.  All that Jesus was and did were signs — signs demonstrating that He was
the Messiah, the Son of God. In these two verses, John gives the great purpose of the signs.
I. The great fact: Jesus did many signs or wonderful works (v. 30).
II. The great purpose of John in his Gospel: to select a few signs that would lead to belief

(v. 31).
III. The great result: life (v. 31).

I.   John 20: 30   The Signs of the Ministry of Jesus Christ

The great fact, Jesus did many other signs that are not recorded in this gospel by John. He
did many wonderful things. He was busy every day, actively involved either in
worshipping God alone or in teaching and ministering to people. For about three years,
Jesus was constantly demonstrating that He was the Messiah, the Son of God. He gave all
the evidence in the world:
=> acts of love and purity => acts of righteousness and justice
=> works of mercy and compassion => works of miracles and power
=> works of godliness and sovereignty => words of truth and salvation
=> words of peace and faith => words of hope and joy
=> words of morality and discipline => words of commitment and self-denial

The point is that Jesus’ life — His character and behaviour, His preaching and teaching,
His miracles and power — proves that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. No man could do
the things He did unless He were the Son of God. Who He was and what He did prove it.

Note that Jesus did not do the signs in secret, that is, out in a desert or off in a corner of
the world. He did them out in the open, publicly. John said He did the signs in the
presence of His disciples. They witnessed the signs, for Jesus saw to it that there was
adequate witness and testimony. Note what John says in his epistle:

1 John 1:1-4 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched — this



The Great Purpose of the Signs or Wonderful Works of Jesus

John 20: 30 –31 2

we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has
appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son,
Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.

1 Cor 15:44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body.

1 Cor 15:50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Acts 13:36 “For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell
asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.”

Acts 13:37 But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.

1 Cor 15:42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable.

2 Cor 5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.

2 Cor 5:2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling.

Note one other fact: John says that he has been highly selective in the signs he has chosen
to record in his gospel. There were “many” signs which Jesus gave; so many in fact,
“I suppose that even the whole world itself would not have room for the books that would
be written” (Jn. 21:25). John selected only a few signs to record. He had a specific purpose
in mind, so he chose a few signs that would help meet that purpose.

II.   John 20: 31   The Purpose of the Gospel of John

The great purpose of John was to select a few signs that would lead men to believe. (see
Believe, Jn. 2:24.) Every point in John’s purpose is already footnoted and covered in
John’s gospel. Referring to these notes will give the discussion of this passage.

1. Jesus is the Messiah (see Christ, Messiah, Jn. l:20;  see Jesus, King of Israel, Jn. 1:49;
Also John 3:27-28; 12:12-19; 13:36-38; 20:25-28).

2. Jesus is the Son of God (see Jesus Christ, Son of God, Jn. 1:1-5; Also John 1:1-2;
1:30-31, 1:34).

III.   John 20: 31   Life Through Jesus’ Name

The great result is life through Jesus’ name (see Life, Jesus Christ, Jn. 1:4;  Jesus Christ,
Purpose, Life, 10:10; Eternal Life, 17:2-3). 
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JOHN 01: 20   JESUS CHRIST, THE MESSIAH

He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.”
John 01: 20

The words Christ (christos) and “Messiah” are the same word. Messiah is the Hebrew
word and Christ is the Greek word. Both words refer to the same person and mean the
same thing: the anointed one. The Messiah is the anointed one of God. Mathew said
Jesus “is called Christ” (Mt. 1:16); that is, He is recognized as the anointed one of
God, the Messiah Himself.

In the day of Jesus Christ, people feverishly panted for the coming of the long-promised
Messiah. The weight of life was harsh, hard, and impoverishing. Under the Romans,
people felt that God could not wait much longer to fulfill His promise. Such longings
for deliverance left the people gullible. Many arose who claimed to be the Messiah and
led the gullible followers into rebellion against the Roman state. The insurrectionist
Barabbas, who was set free in the place of Jesus at Jesus’ trial, is an example (Mk. l5:6f).

The Messiah was thought to be several things.

1. Nationally, He was to be the leader from David’s line who would free the Jewish
state and establish it as an independent nation, leading it to be the greatest nation
the world had ever known.

2. Militarily, He was to be a great military leader who would lead Jewish armies
victoriously over all the world.

3. Religiously, He was to be a supernatural figure straight from God who would bring
righteousness over all the earth.

4. Personally, He was to be the One who would bring peace to the whole world.

Jesus Christ accepted the title of Messiah on three different occasions (Mt. l6:17; Mk.
14:61; Jn. 4:26). The name Jesus shows Him to be man. The name Christ shows Him
to be God’s anointed, God’s very own Son. Christ is Jesus’ official title. It identifies
Him officially as Prophet (Deu. 18:15-19), Priest (Psa. 110:4) and King (2 Sam.
7:12-13). These officials were always anointed with oil, a symbol of the Holy Spirit
who was to perfectly anoint the Christ, the Messiah (Mt. 3:16; Mk. 1:10-11; Lk. 3:21-
22; Jn. l:32-33).

John 1:41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him,
“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).

John 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
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John 1:49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the
King of Israel.”

John 4:25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming.
When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

John 4:26 Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”

John 6:69 “We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes
in me will live, even though he dies.”

John 11:26 “And whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?”

John 11:27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, who was to come into the world.” 

JOHN 01: 49   JESUS CHRIST, KING OF ISRAEL

Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; you are the
King of Israel.” John 01: 49

Jesus was declared to be the Messianic King. God had given to David and his seed
(the Messiah) the promise of eternal government (2 Sam. 7:12; Psa. 39:3f; 132:11).

Note how often Jesus was called the son of David. (Mt. 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31: 21:9,
15; Acts 2:29-36; Rom. l:3; 2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 22:16.) It was the common title and
popular concept of the Messiah. Generation after generation of Jews had ached and
looked for the promised deliverer of Israel. The people expected Him to be a great
general who would deliver and restore the nation to its greatness. In fact, they
expected Him to make the nation the centre of universal rule. He would, under God,
conquer the world and centre the glory and majesty of God Himself in Jerusalem; and
from His throne, the throne of David, He would execute the Messianic fire of
judgment upon the nations and peoples of the world.

JOHN 01: 01—05   JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD

The Word (logos) is Jesus Christ. John faced a serious problem in writing to the
Gentiles, that is, the non-Jewish world. Most Gentiles had never heard of the Messiah
or Saviour who was expected by the Jews. The idea was foreign to them. However,
the Messiah was the very centre of Christianity. How was John going to present Christ
so that a Gentile could understand?
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The answer lay in the idea of the Word, for the Word was understood by both Gentile
and Jew.

1. The Jews saw a word as something more than a mere sound. A word was
something active and existing. It was power — it possessed the power to express
something, to do something. This is seen in the many Old Testament references
where The Word of God was seen as the creative power of God, the power that
made the world and gave light and life to every man (Gen. 1:3, 6, 11; Psa. 33:6;
107:20; 147:15; Isa. 55:11).

2. The Gentiles or Greeks saw the Word more philosophically.

a. When they looked at the world of nature, they saw that things were not chaotic,
but orderly. Everything had its place and moved or grew in an orderly fashion,
including the stars above and the vegetation below. Therefore, the Greeks said that
behind the world was a mind, a reason, a power that made and kept things in their
proper place. This creative and sustaining mind, this supreme reason, this
unlimited power was said to be the Word.

b. The Word was also seen as the power that enabled men to think and reason. It was
the power that brought light and understanding to man’s mind, enabling him to
express his confused thoughts in an orderly fashion.

c. More importantly, the Word was the power by which men came into contact with
God and expressed their feelings to God.

3. John utilized this common idea of the Jews and Gentiles to proclaim that Jesus
Christ was the Word. John saw that a word is the expression of an idea, a thought,
an image in the mind of a person. He saw that a word describes what is in the
mind of a person. Thus, he proclaimed that in the life of Jesus Christ, God was
speaking to the world, speaking and demonstrating just what He wanted to say to
man. John said three things.

a. God has given us much more than mere words in the Holy Scriptures. God has
given us Jesus Christ, The Word. As The Word, Jesus Christ was the picture, the
expression, the pattern, the very image of what God wished to say to man. The
very image within God’s mind of the Ideal Man was demonstrated in the life of
Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was the perfect expression of all that God wishes man to
be. Jesus Christ was God’s utterance, God’s speech, God’s Word to man. Jesus
Christ was the Word of God who came down to earth in human flesh to bring man
into a face-to-face relationship with God (vv. 1-2). Jesus was the Word of God
who came to earth to live out the written Word of God.
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b. Jesus Christ is the Mind, the Reason, the Power that both made and keeps things
in their proper order. He is the creative and sustaining Mind, the Supreme Reason,
the unlimited Power (v. 3).

c. Jesus Christ is the Light, the Illumination, the Power that penetrates the darkness
of the world. He, the Life and Light of the world, is what makes sense of the world
and enables men to understand the world (vv. 4-5). 

JOHN 01: 04   “IN CHRIST WAS LIFE”

   “In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  John 01: 04

The simple statement “in Christ was life” means at least three things.

1. Life is the quality and essence, the energy and power, the force and principle of
being. Christ is life; He is...
• the very quality of life • the very essence of life
• the very energy of life • the very power of life
• the very force of life • the very principle of life

Without Christ, there would be no life whatsoever. Life is in Him, within His very
being. All things exist and have their being (life) in Him.

2. Life is purpose, meaning, and significance of being. Christ is life; He is...
• the very purpose of life.
• the very meaning of life.
• the very significance of life.

3. Life is perfection. Life is all that a man must be and possess in order to live
perfectly. This is what is meant by life. Life is completeness of being, absolute
satisfaction, the fullness of all good, and the possession of all good things. Life is
perfect love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and
self-control (Gal. 5:22-23).

Whatever life is and all that life is, is all in Jesus Christ. Even the legitimate cravings
of man that are sometimes entangled with evil — such as power, fame and wealth
— are all included in the life given by Jesus Christ. Those who partake of His life
shall reign forever as kings and priests (Lk. 16:10-12). This is the very thing that
is distinctive about life — it is eternal. It lasts forever and it is rewarding. It will
eventually exalt the believer to the highest life and place and position. (Rev. 21:1f.)

Jesus Christ is the source of life: He is the way to life, and He is the truth of life.
He is the very substance of life, its very being and energy (Jn. 5:26; 1 Jn. 1:2).  
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JOHN 10: 10   LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.”  John 10: 10

Life is one of the great words of the Scriptures. The word life (zoe) and the verb to
live or to have life (zen) have a depth of meaning.

1. Life is the energy, the force, the power of being.

2. Life is the opposite of perishing. It is deliverance from condemnation and death. It
is the stopping or cessation of deterioration, decay, and corruption (Jn. 3:16: 5:24,
29; 10:28).

3. Life is eternal (aionios). It is forever. It is the very life of God Himself (Jn. l7:3).
However, eternal life does not refer just to duration. Living forever would be a
curse for some persons. The idea of eternal life is also quality, a certain kind of
life, a life that consistently knows love, joy, peace, power, and responsibility .

4. Life is satisfaction (Jn. 6:35).

5. Life is security and enjoyment (Jn. l0:10).

6. Life is found only in God. God is the source and author of life, and it is God who
has appointed Jesus Christ to bring life to man. Jesus Christ gives the very life of
God Himself (Jn. 5:26; 6:27, 40; 10:28; 17:23).

7. Life has now been revealed. It has been unveiled and is clearly seen in Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ shows man what life is (Jn. 1:4-5; 5:26; 1 Jn. l:2).

8. Life only comes to a man by believing in Jesus Christ. A man outside Jesus Christ
only exists. He merely has the existence of an animal. Real life is found only in
God. This is to be expected and it is logically true, for God is the creator of life. As
the creator of life, He alone knows what life really is and what it is supposed to be
(Jn. 3:36; 5:24; 6:47). This is the reason He sent His Son, the LORD Jesus Christ,
into the world: to show men what life is. When a person looks at Jesus Christ, he
sees exactly what life is, exactly what it involves (Gal. 5:22-23):

=> love => patience => faithfulness

=> joy => kindness => gentleness

=> peace => goodness => self-control  
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JOHN 17: 02—03  ETERNAL LIFE (AINIOS)

“For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal
life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
John 17: 02—03

Life, real life. It is the very life of God Himself. It is the very energy, force, being,
essence, principle and power of life. It has more to do with quality and with what life
really is than with duration. To live forever in the present world is not necessarily a
good thing. The world and man’s body need changing. That changed life is found only
in eternal life. The only being who can be said to be eternal is God. Therefore, life —
supreme life — is found only in God. To possess eternal life is to know God. Once a
person knows God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, that person has eternal life —
he shall live forever. But more essential, the person has the supreme quality of life,
the very life of God Himself.

John 3:14-15 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”

 John 5:24“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”

John 6:40 “For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”

John 11:25-28 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” And after
she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is
here,” she said, “and is asking for you.”

John 12:25 “The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his
life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”

Rom 5:21 So that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gal 6:8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap
destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
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2 Tim 1:10 But it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour,
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel.

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our
brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.

1 Jn 5:11-12 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life
is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have life.  
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