
THE GREAT COMMISSION
TO THE DISCIPLES

JOHN 20: 19—23
Introduction
This was the first appearance of Jesus to His disciples as a group after His resurrection. What
would He say and talk about? What would be the topic of conversation and the subjects
covered? Whatever He chose to say would be of critical importance. It is this that John
focuses upon: the subjects and the topics discussed when Jesus first appeared to the disciples.
I. The disciples were hiding in fear (v. 19).
II. The risen Lord, His presence was very real (vv. 19-20).
III. The risen Lord assigned the great commission to His disciples (v. 21).
IV. The risen Lord breathed the Holy Spirit into the disciples (vv. 22-23).

I.    John 20: 19  The Fear of the Disciples

The disciples were hiding for fear of the Jews. They were behind locked doors, probably
in the upper room of the same house where Jesus had met with them just a few days
earlier. They were scared and fearful of the authorities who had vented so much wrath and
vengeance upon their Lord. There was the imminent danger they could be arrested and
imprisoned or executed as revolutionaries just as Jesus had been.

Note that it was Sunday, the very day that Jesus had arisen, and it was night time. Luke
tells us there were numerous reports that Jesus had been raised from the dead.

Remember that the doors were locked. Suddenly, unexpectedly, Jesus stood before them —
right in their midst. He immediately began to discuss the three subjects with them.

 JOHN 20: 19   REPORTS OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION

The reports would be about the empty tomb and strips of linen discovered by Peter
and John (Jn. 20:6f), the appearances to Mary Magdalene (Jn. 20:14f), Peter (1 Cor.
15:4), the women (Mt. 28:l; Mk. l6:lf), and the two walking to Emmaus (Lk. 24:l). 

II.   John 20: 19—20   Real Presence of the Risen Lord

The first subject was the risen Lord Himself. His presence was very real. His sudden
appearance shook and frightened the disciples. They thought they were seeing a vision or
a spirit (Lk. 24:36-37). The first thing Jesus did was to prove that it was really He. He did
this by doing two things. (See Jesus, Resurrected Body, Jn. 21:1)

1. He used the simple day-to-day greeting that was common among Jews, “Peace be with
you.” Using the greeting so familiar to the disciples would help to put them at ease.
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The fact that He spoke just as He had always spoken would give them some indication
that it was really He and not just a vision or a spirit.

Eph 2:13-14 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought
near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

2. He showed them His wounds. This must have been a dramatic and touching moment, a
moment that just exploded the minds of the disciples. Jesus probably moved around to
each of them, allowing each one to see the wounds. This convinced the disciples. They
knew for sure...

• that they were not seeing a vision or a spirit.

• that this was His body, the body of their wonderful Lord, the very same Jesus
whom they had known before His crucifixion.

1 John 1:1-2 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched — this
we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has
appeared to us.

1 Cor 15:50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

3. The effect upon the disciples was unbelievable joy and amazement (Lk. 24:41). Their
spirits and attitudes were charged with joy and were transformed from the lowest point
of dejection to the highest point of triumphant conviction. They now knew what Jesus
meant, that He was truly...
• the Way to God
• the Truth of God
• the Life of God

In Him was life — His words were literally true. He had meant exactly what He had
said. They had just spiritualized His words, twisted them to mean what they had
wanted. But now they knew.

=>  When He had said that He was going to die, He meant He was going to die.

=> When He had said that He was going to arise, He meant He was going to arise.
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And here He was standing before them, revealing the most glorious truth in all the
universe. Man could now conquer sin and death and live forever. He had actually
come “that they may have life, and have it to the fullest.” (Jn. 10:10. See Jn. 10:38.)
They now saw and understood.

JOHN 20: 20  SEE (EIDO)
See means more than mere sight. It is seeing with understanding. It is the very same
word used by John when he saw and believed (Jn. 20:8).  

JOHN 21: 01   THE RESURRECTED BODY OF JESUS CHRIST

“Jesus Christ appeared again.” The purpose of His appearances was to prove that
Jesus was not a spirit, vision, phantom, hallucination or any other figment of man’s
imagination.

He was the risen Lord — bodily. He was not someone else. His body was none other
than the body of Jesus, the Carpenter from Nazareth. He had been raised from the
dead — physically raised. His body was real. It differed, yes; but it was His body —
perfected, no longer subject to the limitations and frailties of the physical universe
and its laws. It was His body which was now transformed into a spiritual body by the
power of God’s Word (see Rom. 1:3-4).

How did the Lord’s body differ since His resurrection? Some idea can be gleaned by
looking both at His resurrection body and at the glorified body promised to the believer.

1. The resurrected body of the Lord was His body, but it was radically changed. It
had all the appearance of His physical body, yet it was not bound by the physical
world and its material substance.

a. It looked like the same material body, the same “flesh and bones,” not some other
body. It was a body that bore the marks of the nails in His hands and feet (Jn. 20:20,
27). It was a body that appeared and looked like a body and that occupied space.

b. It was a body that could travel and appear any place at will or by thought, a body
unhampered by space, time, or physical substance. When He appeared, it was
suddenly, even behind locked doors (Lk. 24:36; Jn. 20:19).

c. It was a body that differed enough from the earthly body that it was not clearly
recognized, not at first, not until it was closely observed.

=> Mary Magdalene thought He was the gardener (Jn. 20:15).
=> The two disciples walking toward Emmaus thought He was a traveller (Lk. 24:31).
=> The disciples who were fishing did not recognize Him standing on the seashore

(Jn. 21:4).
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However, after close observation, the Lord was recognized in all these instances.
This probably indicates that our heavenly bodies will look like our earthly bodies,
differing only in that they are perfected.

2. The resurrected and glorified body that is promised to the believer gives some
additional insight into the kind of body Jesus now has. One of the most wonderful
promises ever made to man is given in the words:

=> “Who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Phil. 3:21;
see Mt. 13:43; Rom. 8:17; Col. 3:4; Rev. 22:5).

=> We will be “conformed to the likeness of His Son” (Rom. 8:29. See 1 Cor. 15:49;
2 Cor. 3:18.)

=> “We shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is” (1 Jn. 3:2).

The body of the believer is to undergo a radical change just as the Lord’s body
was radically changed. Several changes are promised the believer.

a. The believer will receive a spiritual body.

1 Cor 15:44  It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

Note that the spiritual body (soma) is still a body just like the earthly body
(soma). The spiritual body still retains the qualities of the earthly body. The
difference lies in its nature: it will no longer be a natural (soulish) body; it will be
spiritual. What does this mean? In essence, the body will be perfected and
glorified: no longer subject to aging, deterioration, death, decay, pain, tears,
sorrow, or crying (Rev. 14:4).

=> “The body that is sown is perishable [corruptible], it is raised imperishable
[incorruptible].”

=> “It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory.”

=> “It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.”
=> “It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.”

Note the strong, emphatic declaration: “There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body” (1 Cor. 15:42-44).

b. The believer will receive a body that is not flesh and blood. Flesh and blood are
corruptible, they age, deteriorate, die, and decay.

1 Cor 15:50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
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Acts 13:36-37 For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation,
he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed. But the one
whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.

Eccl 3:20 All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.

1 Cor 15:42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown
is perishable, it is raised imperishable.

2 Cor 5:1-2 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have
a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.
Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling.

c. The believer will receive a body that will be radically changed.

1 Cor 15:52-53 In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality.

d. The believer will be given a body that will not need reproduction for continuing
the (redeemed) human race.

Mat 22:30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in
marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.  

III.   John 20: 21  The Great Commission : Witnessing

The second subject was the great commission. Note two critical points.

1. There is one great qualification for being commissioned: receiving, possessing, and
knowing the peace of Christ (See The Source of Peace, Jn. 14: 27). Unless a person has
been reconciled to God by Christ, unless he has really made peace with God, he cannot
represent God before the world.

2. There is the great link between the mission of Christ and the disciple. The disciple is
sent on the very same mission as Christ.

=> God sent Christ on a specific mission.

=> Christ sends His disciple on the very same mission.

What is the mission?

John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full.
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John 12:47 “As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not
judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.”

John 18:37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in
saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

The disciple is sent forth to proclaim and bear witness to the salvation of God. The
disciple is the prophet and witness of the living Lord.

=>  Christ is the Way; the disciple points the Way.
=>  Christ is the Truth; the disciple proclaims the Truth.
=>  Christ is the Life; the disciple shares the Life.

3. The great words sent (apestalken) and send (pempo) are different in the Greek. The
Father’s sending Christ is apostello, which means first of all, a setting apart and
sending forth with delegated authority. There are only four chapters in John where
Christ does not claim to have been sent. Christ’s sending the believer is pempo, which
never means delegated authority. It always means to dispatch under authority.

God sent Christ and delegated all authority to Him. Christ delegates no authority to the
believer. He dispatches messengers.

2 Cor 5:20-21 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear
fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

John 1:6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.

JOHN 14: 27   THE SOURCE OF PEACE

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
John 14:27

Peace (eirene) means to bind together, to join, to weave together. It means that a
person is bound, woven and joined together with himself and with God and others.

The Hebrew word is shalom. It means freedom from trouble and much more. It means
experiencing the highest good, enjoying the very best, possessing all the inner good
possible. It means wholeness and soundness. It means prosperity in the widest sense,
especially prosperity in the spiritual sense of having a soul that blossoms and flourishes.
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1. There is the peace of the world. This is a peace of escapism, of avoiding trouble, of
refusing to face things, of unreality. It is a peace that is sought through pleasure,
satisfaction, contentment, absence of trouble, positive thinking or denial of problems.

2. There is the peace of Christ and of God. This is, first, a bosom peace, a peace
deep within. It is a tranquillity of mind, a composure, a peace that is calm in the
face of bad circumstances and situations. It is more than feelings — even more
than attitude and thought.

This is, second, the peace of conquest (see Jn. 16:33). It is the peace independent
of conditions and environment; the peace which no sorrow, no danger, no
suffering, no experience can take away.

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

This is, third, the peace of assurance (see Rom. 8:28). It is the peace of
unquestionable confidence; the peace with a sure knowledge that one’s life is in
the hands of God and that all things will work out for good to those who love God
and are called according to His purpose.

Rom 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

This is, fourth, the peace of intimacy with God (see Phil. 4:6-7). It is the peace of
the highest good. It is the peace that settles the mind, strengthens the will, and
establishes the heart.

3. There is the source of peace. Peace is always born out of reconciliation. Its source
is found only in the reconciliation wrought by Jesus Christ. Peace always has to
do with personal relationships: a man’s relationship to himself, to God and to his
fellow men. A man must be bound, woven, and joined together with himself, with
God, and with his fellow man.

Eph 2:13-14 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has
made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

Col 1:20-21 And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of
your evil behaviour!

Man secures peace in the following manner:

=> by justification
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Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

=> by loving God’s Word

Psa 119:165 Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make
them stumble.

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

=> by praying about everything

Phil 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

=> by being spiritually minded

Rom 8:6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is
life and peace.

=> by keeping his mind upon God

Isa 26:3 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he
trusts in you.

Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things.

=> by obeying God’s commands

Isa 48:18 If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have
been like a river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Phil 4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me
— put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

The subject of peace is often divided into:

1) the peace with God, which is wrought through salvation (Rom. 5:l; Eph. 2:14-17);

2) the peace of God, which is the very peace of God Himself and which points to
God as the Source of peace (Lk. 7:50; Phil. 4:6-7);

3) the peace from God, which God gives to dwell in the heart of the believer as he
walks day by day in the Lord (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3). 
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IV.   John 20: 22—23  The Holy Spirit
The third subject was the Holy Spirit. Christ had just commissioned His disciples. He then
gave them the power to carry out His orders.

1. There was the imparting or giving of the Spirit (See Coming of the Holy Spirit, Jn. 20: 22).

2. There was the authority (See Authority, Jn. 20:23).  

JOHN 20: 22   COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
John 20:22

Jesus’ breathing on the disciples was a prophetic sign of the Spirit’s coming and a
spiritual quickening for the disciples. It was both a symbolic and a spiritual
preparation. Jesus was showing His followers that the Spirit’s very special presence
and power was to indwell both believers and the church as the temple of God. The
Spirit, of course, was not to come until Christ’s ascension. (See Jn. 14:28-29; 16:7;
See Holy Spirit; Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4.)

Note several things.

1. Christ breathed on each individual. He was symbolizing that the Holy Spirit was to
indwell, live in, each believer in a very special way.

John 14:16-18 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor
to be with you forever — the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will
be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

John 14:21 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves
me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show
myself to him.”

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”

Rom 8:15-17 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear,
but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are
children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

1 Cor 2:12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from
God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.
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1 Cor 6:19-20 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who
is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your body.

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

2. Christ breathed on the whole group — “on them [all].” He was symbolizing that the
Holy Spirit was to indwell the corporate body, the church as a whole in a very special
way. This broader picture is further emphasized by Luke when he says there were
others present with the apostles on this occasion (Lk. 24:33. 49). (See Christ in
You, Jn. 14:20).

1 Cor 3:16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s
Spirit lives in you?

Acts 2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

ACTS 02: 01—04
COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,  PENTECOST

The disciples had been deliberately prepared for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Throughout the Bible the revelation of the Spirit had been step by step, that is,
progressive. Prophecy shows this clearly.

1. Joel prophesied, “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people....” (Joel
2:28-29).

2. John the Baptist said, “I baptize with water, but He shall baptize with [en, in] the
Holy Spirit” (Mt. 3:11; Lk. 3:16).

3. In the early part of Jesus’ ministry, He had said that believers were to be “born
again...[by] the Spirit” (Jn. 3:3- 4; see 1 Jn. 5:1).

4. During His ministry, Jesus taught that men were to receive the Holy Spirit by
prayer (Lk. 11:13).

5. In the Upper Room, Jesus identified the Holy Spirit as a Person (Jn. 14:15-26),
and He outlined the work of the Spirit with both unbelievers and believers (Jn.
16:7-15). Significantly, He revealed that He was praying to the Father for the
Comforter to come and abide with the disciples (Jn. 14:16-17).

6. After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus appeared to His disciples in the Upper
Room. There He symbolically breathed on them, saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit”
(Jn. 20:22). But He insisted they not begin their ministry until they experienced
the Spirit actually coming upon them with power (Lk. 24:49; Acts 1:8).
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7. Right before Jesus was to ascend into heaven, He said, “John baptized with water,
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5).

8. Then, ten days after Jesus’ ascension and after much prayer, the Holy Spirit came
upon and filled the whole body of believers at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).

There are two events of the Holy Spirit’s coming that seem to hold historical significance.
These two particular events are very, very special to the church, for both Jewish and
Gentile believers were clearly seen to be in God’s historical plan. Both Jew and Gentile
were baptized by the Holy Spirit, that is, placed into the body of Christ, His Church.

1. At Pentecost: the disciples were “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4).

a. This was in fulfilment of the prophecy by Joel. The Spirit was poured out upon
the believers (Acts 2:16).

b. This was in fulfilment of the prophesies by Jesus and John. The Spirit baptized,
that is, immersed the believers with His own presence (Acts 1:5; 10:44-48; see
11:15-16, esp. 16).

2. At Cornelius’ house: the Holy Spirit “came on,” had been “poured out,” and was
“received” by the Gentile believers (Acts 10:44-47).

a. Peter said to the Jews who came with him, “They have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have.” (Acts 10:47).

b. Peter reported the event to the Jerusalem Church: “As I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered
what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.’(Acts 11:15-16)

c. Peter used the experience to support Paul before the great Jerusalem Council:

Acts 15:8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the
Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us.

In all three instances the idea conveyed is that of an event just like their own
experience. It is as though Peter pointed to a Gentile Pentecost or at least an
extension of Pentecost in Acts 2 to include the Gentiles.

Note two other facts:

1. At Pentecost, the account uses the word filled, not baptized.

2. At Cornelius’ house, the account says the Holy Spirit came on, had been poured
out, and received. But in reporting the experience to the Jerusalem Church, Peter
used the word baptized. He said the Gentile believers were “baptized with the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 11:16) “as he had come on us at the beginning” (Acts l1:15).
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This clearly says that although the word baptized is not used in the Pentecost
experience, the disciples were baptized or immersed with the Spirit’s presence at
Pentecost. The words filled, received, poured, baptized, and came on are all used
interchangeably to describe the Spirit’s presence coming into a believer’s life. (If
believers would heed this, it would eliminate many of the arguments that arise
over terminology.)

Other than these two events Acts records only four other times that the Holy Spirit
came upon believers.

1. A little prayer band in Jerusalem was “filled” with the Holy Spirit (see Acts 4:8).

2. The Samaritans (half-Jews, half-Gentiles) “received the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:15-17).

3. Paul was “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:17).

4. The disciples of John experienced “the Holy Spirit came on them” (Acts 19:6).

One other fact is important. Other than Pentecost and Cornelius’ house, the word baptize
is used in connection with the Holy Spirit only once in the rest of the New Testament.
That one reference is 1 Cor. 12:13: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one
body.” That is, the Holy Spirit takes all believers and baptizes or immerses, places,
and positions them into the body of Christ — into the church, the universal church.

In conclusion, what does all this mean?

1. When a man grasps the gospel and believes, really believes, the Holy Spirit enters
his life. He comes upon, falls upon, pours, fills, baptizes (immerses) Himself into
the life of the believer. This is a personal experience. This act of the Spirit takes
place in the life of the believer. The believer experiences the Spirit coming into
his life. The believer receives the Spirit experientially.

2. When a man grasps the gospel and believes, really believes, the Holy Spirit takes
him and baptizes or immerses, and places him into the body of Christ, which is
God’s Church. The believer does not feel or experience this act. It is an act of God
that takes place in heaven. The believer is counted as a child of God. He is
counted as a member of the body, of the church. This is a position, not an
experience, which the believer feels. It happens once-for-all. The believer is
adopted as a child of God — irrevocably. It is an eternal position, an eternal
sonship (Gal. 4:5-6). The believer becomes a member of God’s Church —
positionally (1 Cor. 12:13).

3. After a man is saved, he is to be filled and to keep on being “filled with the Spirit”
— day by day (Eph. 5:18; see Jn. 14:21, the word “manifest”). The early believers
were continually filled (Acts 4:8, 31). 
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JOHN 14: 20   CHRIST IN YOU

“On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me,
and I am in you.”  John 14:20

This is the first time the glorious truth of Christ in you is revealed to the disciples.
The full understanding of the indwelling Christ was given and explained by Paul
(1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; Eph. 3:6; Col. 1:26-27; see Jn. 14:17-18, 20, 23; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor.
2:11-12; 3:16; 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:14; 1 Jn. 2:27; Eze. 36:27).

John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in
me, and I am in you.”

John 17:23 “I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let
the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Christ.

Eph 3:17 So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that
you, being rooted and established in love.

Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

Col 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

1 John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

Rev 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

JOHN 20: 23   AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE SINS

“If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.” John 20:23

This is a disputed passage. There are two things we can know for sure about its
meaning.
=> No man can forgive another man’s sins.
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=> Believers can proclaim that a man’s sins are forgiven if he receives Christ (Jn.
l:12). Believers can also proclaim that a man’s sins are not forgiven if  he does not
receive Christ.

There is only one Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5-6).
No other man has ever been worthy to give His life as a ransom for others. No other
ransom has ever been acceptable to God. Christ Jesus alone is worthy and acceptable
to die as a ransom for someone else. He alone is the Perfect Man. Therefore...

• only Christ can forgive and judge sins.

John 5:22 “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to
the Son.”

John 5:27 “And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.”

John 12:48 “There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my
words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.”

John 16:8 “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment.”

• only representatives of Christ (believers) can say that a man is forgiven by Christ
or not forgiven by Christ.

John 16:8 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.”

Mat 18:18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

John 20:23 “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

JOHN  20: 20
PROPHECIES OF HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION

The disciples finally understood that Jesus had meant exactly what He was saying.
When He had said that He was going to die and arise from the dead, they had
spiritualized His words. But Jesus had meant exactly what He was saying: He was to
literally die and arise from the dead and, by such, He was to usher in the Kingdom of
God. Of course, this was far more meaningful than the earthly kingdom they had
desired. It was the most glorious news in all the world, for man could now live
beyond a few short years in an earthly kingdom; man could live in the very presence
of God forever. Sin, death, and hell were now conquered.
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Jesus constantly shared His death and resurrection. This fact is often overlooked. The
predictions in just the Gospel of John are given here.

1. The prophecies concerning His death alone.

John 10:11, 15 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay down
my life for the sheep.”

John 12:27, 31-33 “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save
me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Now is the
time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.
But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” He said
this to show the kind of death he was going to die.

John 13:33, 36 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look
for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you
cannot come. Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus
replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”

John 15:12-14 My command is this: “Love each other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command.”

John 16:5-7 “Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me,
`Where are you going?’ Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief.
But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away,
the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”

John 16:28 “I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the
world and going back to the Father.”

John 17:11, 13 “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your
name — the name you gave me — so that they may be one as we are one. I am
coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they
may have the full measure of my joy within them.”

2. The prophecies concerning the resurrection alone.

John 6:62 “What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before.”

John 8:14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is
valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea
where I come from or where I am going.”
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John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”

3. The prophecies concerning both His death and resurrection.

John 7:33-36 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to
the one who sent me. You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I
am, you cannot come.” The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man
intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered
among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? What did he mean when he said, `You
will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and’ Where I am, you cannot come’?”

John 7:37-39 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a
loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” By
this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up
to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 8:21-29 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look
for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”  This made
the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot
come?” But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this
world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do
not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”
“Who are you?” they asked. “Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus
replied. “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is reliable,
and what I have heard from him I tell the world.” They did not understand that he
was telling them about his Father. So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the
Son of man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do
nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The one who
sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”

John 10:17-18 “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life — only
to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I
received from my Father.”

John 12:23-24 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”

John 14:2-3 “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would
have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare
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a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where I am.”

John 13:31-32 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified
and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in
himself, and will glorify him at once.”

John 14:19-20 “Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”

John 14:28-30 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to
you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the
Father is greater than I. I have told you now before it happens, so that when it
does happen you will believe. I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince
of this world is coming. He has no hold on me.”

John 16:16-22 “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little
while you will see me.” Some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he
mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little
while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They kept
asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is
saying.” Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them,
“Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will
see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? I tell you the truth,
you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief
will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has
come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a
child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see
you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.” 


