
THE DEMONSTRATION OF ROYAL SERVICE
JOHN 13: 01—17

Introduction

The disciples had been arguing over who would hold the leading positions in the
government Jesus was about to set up (Lk. 22:24; Mk. 10:35-45, esp. v. 41). The
discussion was heated. They were caught up in the ambition for position and power and
authority. How the heart of Jesus must have been cut! He had so little time left for them to
learn that the way to glory is through service and not through position and authority. How
could He get the message across forcibly enough so that they would never forget the
truth? It was this that led Jesus to wash the disciples’ feet and to demonstrate what true
royalty is: serving others.

I. The setting: in the Upper Room right before the Passover (v. 1).

II. The motivation for the royal service (vv. 1-2).

III. The extreme demonstration of royal service (vv. 3-5).

IV. The prerequisite for royal service: being washed and cleansed (vv. 6-11).

V. The meaning of royal service (vv. 12-14).

VI. The reasons for royal service (vv. 15-17).

I.   John 13: 01   The Upper Room

This demonstration of royal service took place in the Upper Room where so many
significant events took place. It occurred right before the Passover.

II.   John 13: 01—02  Royal Service and Ministry

The impetus for royal service. Three things drove Jesus to wash the disciples’ feet and to
demonstrate the royalty of service and ministry.

1. He knew “His time [hour]” had come (See Hour of Jesus Christ, Jn. 12:23-24). He
was to die and His time was short. Whatever He hoped to teach His disciples had to be
taught now, for there would soon be no more time.

2. He loved His own, that is, His followers upon earth, those for whom He was
responsible. His own includes both the heavenly host and all believers who have gone
on to heaven. He is Lord, the Son of the living God to whom all has been given;
therefore, His own includes all those both in heaven and earth who are followers of
His. And He loves them all. However, the present point is this: He loves “His own...in
the world.” Therefore, He was compelled to zero in on them and to do whatever was
necessary to help them, no matter the cost. He was compelled by love to wash their
feet, no matter the humiliation and the degree of abasement required.
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3. He knew His enemy, and He knew the enemy was about to strike and betray Him. He
had to act before the enemy struck. The disciples had to be strengthened and fortified,
shown and taught immediately. Once the enemy struck, it would be too late.

Thought 1. The same three things should drive every believer to serve and to serve now:

(1) Knowing the time, the hour, has come, the time is ever so short.

John 4:34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish
his work.”

John 9:4 “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is
coming, when no one can work.”

Rom 13:11-12 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for
you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we
first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the
deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.

1 Cor 7:29 What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who
have wives should live as if they had none.

Eph 5:16 Making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.

Col 4:5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.

2 Tim 1:6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my hands.

(2) Loving “his own,” those for whom the believer is responsible.

John 15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.”

John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

2 Cor 5:14-15 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died
for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

(3) Knowing the enemy, that he is going to strike immediately and with all the force
he can.

Mat 13:19 “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This
is the seed sown along the path.”

Eph 6:10-11 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full
armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.



The Demonstration of Royal Service

John 13: 01–17 3

James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 Pet 5:8-9 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith,
because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same
kind of sufferings.

Note that the same facts should drive us to be faithful to our service, labouring all the
time, persisting and persevering.

1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in
the Lord is not in vain.

JOHN 12: 23—24   THE HOUR OF JESUS CHRIST

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell
you the truth, unless a kernal of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” John 12:23-24

The phrase “the hour” or “my hour” or “my time” is a constant symbol of Jesus’
death. “The hour” or “the time” refers to all the events of the cross and all the trouble
and sufferings surrounding the cross. Note two facts.

1. “The hour” is a set, fixed time in the purpose of God.

=> Jesus said, “The hour has come” (Jn. 12:23-24, 27; 13:1; 17:1; Mt. 26:18, 45; Mk.
l4:41).

=> He had said some time before, “My time has not yet come” (Jn. 2:4; see 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20).

The hour of Jesus was inevitable: a definite period of time, a set of events, a
number of experiences that He had to face and go through. As He said, He must
die in order to bring forth fruit (v. 24).

2. The hour was to have a definite beginning. There was a set time for the trouble to
begin (v. 27), a set time for Him to begin suffering for the sins of the world. There
was a fixed hour when He was to begin suffering the pain and anguish, the agitation
and disturbance, the pressure and weight, the strain and stress of having to be
separated from God on behalf of man (Mt. 20:18; 27:46-49). 

III.   John 13: 03—05   The Demonstration of  Royal Service
The extreme demonstration of royal service. The service was royal because it was being
performed by Jesus Christ, the Son of God Himself. He and He alone is Lord of lords and King
of  kings. As mentioned above, both the heavenly host and believers, whether on earth or in
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heaven, are His. This is the stress of this point: Jesus knew who He was. He knew His glorious
Person, yet He humbled and even abased Himself. Note exactly what is said.

Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into His hands: all power and authority and
glory and honour — all beings both in heaven and on earth — all administration (ministry)
and rule — all judgment and responsibility for saving the universe.

=> Jesus knew that He had come from God. He knew the exalted position from which He
had come and the enormous condescension He had made. He knew the great gulf He
had spanned in coming to earth.

=> Jesus knew the splendour and brilliance and glory of His Person.

=> Jesus knew that He was going to be returning to God to assume His former position of
glory, honour, and rule. He knew that He was to take His place at the right hand of
God very soon.

But note: He, who was King of kings and Lord of lords, who was God of very God, took
off His “outer clothing” and began to wash the feet of men. He who was ...

• Master became the slave
• the Lord took on the ministry of humiliation
• the Highest took the place of the lowest
• the Sovereign became the subject

Jesus knew who He was, yet He still gave the most extreme demonstration of service possible.
He chose the most extreme act possible to demonstrate that royalty is in service and ministry.

Mat 20:28 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”

Luke 22:26-27 “But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you
should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is
greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at
the table? But I am among you as one who serves.”

Phil 2:3-4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests,
but also to the interests of others.

Rom 12:3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: “Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment,
in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.”

James 4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

1 Pet 5:5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of
you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble.”
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JOHN 13: 04—05   GREATNESS OF SERVICE

So he got up form the meal, took off his outter clothing, and wrapped a
towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began
to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped
around him.  John 13: 04—05

In the hot, dusty country of Palestine, most people wore sandals and their feet became
extremely dirty. A water basin sat at the entrance of most Jewish homes. Upon
entering a person’s home, the poor would wash their own feet, and the rich would
have a servant available to wash their feet.

Jesus was assuming the place of a servant or of a slave (doulos) who had no rights
whatsoever. (Rom. l:1) He was demonstrating the route to royal service,
demonstrating that...

• the way to royalty is service • the way to greatness is ministry

• the way to power is humility • the way to position is serving

• the way to rule is giving

Luke tells us that the disciples were arguing over who was to assume the leading
positions in Jesus’ government when He took over the kingdom (Lk. 22:24; see Mk.
10:35-45). The disciples were probably so caught up in their thirst for power and
authority that they were beyond considering anything rationally. What Jesus did was
demonstrate to them the way of true royalty, the walk of a true statesman. There is
royalty in service — a kingly air to ministry — a real dignity in humbling oneself to
meet the needs of others. There is such a thing as royal service. 

IV. John 13: 06—11   The Prerequisite for Royal Service:
Being Washed, Cleansed and Forgiven

The prerequisite for royal service is that of being washed and cleansed. What happened
now was critical for every person who claimed to be a follower and a servant of the Lord.
The crucial point is this statement:

John 13:8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

There is a deeper meaning to what Jesus was doing, a spiritual meaning. A person has to
be washed and cleansed by Jesus...

• before he can become a part of Jesus

• before he can serve Jesus
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Another way to say the same thing is this: before a person can ever serve Christ, he must be
a part of Christ. However, before a person can become a part of Christ, there is a critical
prerequisite, an absolute essential: a person must be washed and cleansed by Christ.

Now, note what happened.

1. Washing and cleansing are misunderstood. Jesus approached Peter to wash his feet,
that is, to clean the dirt and pollution from the lowliest part of his being (his feet).
Peter saw Jesus washing him and the others (mankind) and counted it too humiliating
a thing for his Lord to do. Therefore, Peter drew his feet back in objection. Never
would the Lord of the universe be allowed to do such a thing.

However, Peter saw only the human and physical act of Jesus in serving him and the
others (mankind).

Thought 1. Most men misunderstand and object to the cleansing act of Jesus...
• to the humiliation and condescension of  “His time (hour)” (the cross v. l)
• to the cleansing blood of the Lamb, the Lord Himself

Most men misunderstand the mission and service...

• that He came to wash and cleanse men from their sin and death, from
condemnation and hell

• that He came to cleanse men in His blood that they might be acceptable to God
eternally

• that He came to cleanse men that they might be fit to serve God, both now and forever

2. Washing and cleansing have a deeper meaning, a spiritual meaning. Peter did not
understand at first, but he did after Jesus’ death and resurrection (1 Pet 2:24; 3:18).

Thought 1. Today there is no excuse for not understanding what Jesus was doing.

Titus 3:3-5 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all
kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating
one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

Heb 9:14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead
to death, so that we may serve the living God!

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

3. Washing and cleansing are requested. Every man should cry out as Peter did: “Lord,
not just my feet but my hands and my head as well.” Note that Peter cried for a whole
cleansing. He craved to be washed all over, through and through.



The Demonstration of Royal Service

John 13: 01–17 7

Thought 1. There is no such thing as holding back a part of one’s body or behaviour
for oneself, to do as one pleases. There is no such thing as a partial cleansing. The
tongue, the eyes, the hands — what one says, looks at, touches — must all be washed
and cleansed by Christ, or “you have no part with me.”

Psa 19:12 Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.

Psa 51:2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

Psa 51:7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and 1 will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter
than snow.

Psa 79:9 Help us, O God our Saviour, for the glory of your name; deliver us and
forgive our sins for your name’s sake.

4. Washing and cleansing are thorough and permanent. Peter had just cried for a whole
and thorough cleansing. Now note a glorious truth, one of the most glorious truths in
all of Scripture.

John 13:10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his
feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”

Once a man is washed, he is already cleansed. Peter had already been cleansed; therefore,
he did not need another bath (experience of being saved and cleansed). But note what was
needed: his feet needed to be cleansed. As he walked through the dirt of the world, he
needed to ask Jesus to cleanse him from the pollution that he had picked up. He needed a
localized cleansing, a cleansing of the body parts that had become dirty.

2 Cor 7:1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

2 Tim 2:21-22 If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for
noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.
Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along
with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 3:2-3 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet
been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

5. Washing and cleansing are not automatic, nor do they come by association. This is
clearly seen in Judas. Judas had been with Jesus, working by His side day in and day
out. He was a professed follower and servant of the Lord, and so far as could be
seen, he had no glaring public sin or corrupt habits. Yet, he never allowed Jesus to
wash and cleanse him.
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Acts 22:16 ‘And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your
sins away, calling on his name.’

1 Cor 5:6-7 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works through
the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch
without yeast — as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

1 Cor 6:11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

James 4:8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Isa 1:16 Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop
doing wrong.

Jer 4:14 O Jerusalem, wash the evil from your heart and be saved. How long will you
harbour wicked thoughts?

V.   John 13: 12—14  The Meaning of Royal Service

The meaning of royal service. Jesus asked the pointed question, “Do you understand what
I have done for you?” Then He demanded two things from His followers and servants.

1. The servant of Jesus must serve Jesus as Teacher and Lord. Note Jesus’ claim: “I Am”
Teacher and Lord. The servant of the Lord Jesus is not just a follower of Jesus. He is a
servant, a slave (doulos) with no rights of his own whatsoever. He is at the beck and
call of Jesus. He does not act on his own, nor does his own thing. He does not seek the
things of the world: its positions, wealth, power, recognition, honour. He is not
existing to secure these things; he is existing to serve Jesus and to serve Him alone.
(See Servant, Slave, Rom. 1:1).

Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

1 Cor 8:6 Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and
for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things
came and through whom we live.

Rom 14:9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.

1 Cor 1:9 God,Who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
is faithful.

Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
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John 12:26 “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also
will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me.”

Eph 6:6-7 Obey them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but like
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you
were serving the Lord, not men.

Col 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

2. The servant of Jesus is to serve other believers royally and sacrificially, leading them
to walk in open confession and to be washed and cleansed from the dirt of the world.

a. The servant of Jesus is to serve others just as Jesus did by ministering to the human
needs of others in all humility.

Mat 10:42 “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”

Luke 10:36-37 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who
fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had
mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Mark 10:43-44 “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.”

John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another.”

Gal 5:13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.

Gal 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.

Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

b. The servant of Jesus is to minister to the spiritual needs of others by leading them to
Christ for washing and cleansing from the dirt of the world.

Mat 20:28 “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”

John 20:21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.”

John 21:16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” He
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
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Isa 1:18 “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall
be like wool.”

ROMANS 01: 01  SERVANT,  SLAVE (DOULOS)

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for
the gospel of God. Romans 01:01

Paul was a “servant” or “slave” of Jesus Christ. The word “servant” or “slave”
(doulos) means far more than just a servant. It means a slave totally possessed by the
master. It is a bond-servant bound by law to a master.

A look at the slave market of Paul’s day shows more clearly what Paul meant when he
said he was a “slave of Jesus Christ.”

1. The slave was owned by his master; he was totally possessed by his master. This is
what Paul meant. Paul was purchased and possessed by Christ. Christ had looked
upon him and had seen his degraded and needful condition. And when Christ
looked, the most wonderful thing happened: Christ loved him and bought him;
therefore, he was now the possession of Christ.

2. The slave existed for his master and he had no other reason for existence. He had
no personal rights whatsoever. The same was true with Paul: he existed only for
Christ. His rights were the rights of Christ only.

3. The slave served his master and he existed only for the purpose of service. He was
at the master’s disposal any hour of the day or night. So it was with Paul: he lived
only to serve Christ — hour by hour, day by day and night by night.

4. The slave’s will belonged to his master. He was allowed no will and no ambition
other than the will and ambition of the master. He was completely subservient to
the Master and owed total obedience to the will of the master. Paul belonged to
Christ. In fact, he said that he fought and struggled to “take captive every thought
to make it obedient to Christ. “(2 Cor 10:5).

5. There is a fifth and most precious thing that Paul meant by “a slave of Jesus Christ.”
He meant that he had the highest and most honoured and kingly profession in all the
world. Men of God, the greatest men of history, have always been called “the servants
of God.” It was the highest title of honour. The believer’s slavery to Jesus Christ is no
cringing, cowardly, or shameful subjection. It is the position of honour — the honour
that bestows upon a man the privileges and responsibilities of serving the King of
kings and Lord of lords.
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=> Moses was the slave of God (Deu. 34:5; Psa. 105:26; Mal. 4:4).
=> Joshua was the slave of God (Josh. 24:29).
=> David was the slave of God (2 Sam. 3:18; Psa. 78:70).
=> Paul was the slave of Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Tit. 1:1).
=> James was the slave of God (Jas. 1:1).
=> Peter was the slave of Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1:1).
=> Jude was the slave of God (Jude 1).
=> The prophets were the slaves of God (Amos 3:7; Jer. 7:25).
=> Christian believers are said to be the slaves of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:18; 1 Cor. 7:22;

Eph. 6:6; Col. 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:24).

(This point is built upon what William Barclay says in The Letter to the Romans. “The
Daily Study Bible.” Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1955, p. 2).

John 12:26 “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant
also will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me.”

Eph 6:6-7 Obey them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but
like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly,
as if you were serving the Lord, not men.

Col 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

Heb 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let
us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.

Exo 23:25 Worship the LORD your God, and his blessing will be on your food and
water. I will take away sickness from among you.

Deu 10:12 And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear
the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul.

Psa 2:11 Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.

Psa 100:2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 

VI.   John 13: 15—17  Reasons for Royal Service

The reasons for royal service are threefold.

1. A believer is to serve because of Jesus’ example. It would be easy to wash Jesus’ feet,
but to wash each others’ feet is where the difficulty lies.
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=> Is there someone’s feet I am unwilling to wash? Remember Jesus washed even Judas’ feet.

Mat 16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

Rom 15:5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus.

Eph 5:1-2 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

Phil 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.

Col 3:12-13 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with
each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

2. A believer is to serve because believers are not as great as the Lord. We are less than
Jesus Christ...
• in person and position
• in mission and work

(The same saying is found in Mt. 10:24; Lk. 6:40; Jn. l5:20. See also Lk. 22:26-27 for
a picture of the truth.)

3. A believer is to serve because of resulting joy. The Greek tense is continuous, “Blessed
are you if you keep on doing them [these things, serving].” Just knowing the truth is not
enough. We must do the truth and keep on doing the truth. When we do, we are filled with
joy.  (Jn. 15:11.)

Mat 11:29 “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

John 7:17 “If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching
comes from God or whether I speak on my own.”

John 16:24 “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will be complete.”

John 17:13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.”

Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
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1 Pet 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.

Isa 61:10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed
me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

Jer 15:16 When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight,
for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty. 


