GOD’S UNBELIEVABLE LOVE (PART 2):
THE GREA DEPTH OF JUSTIFICAION
Rowmans 05:06-11

Introduction: Love (Agape)

This passage discusses Godhbelievable love. It shows the great depth of justification.
The passage also gives one of the clearest definiticagapie lovelt actually shows the
meaning ofagape loveAgape love goes much farther thamleo love Phileo love is

brotherly love, a love that gives itself for a brottgut agape lovas a new kind of love:

it is a godly love, a sacrificial love, a love that gives itself for those powerless (Rom. 5:6),
for the ungodly (Rom. 5:6), for sinners (Rom. 5:8), and for enemies (Rom. 5:10) (see Jn.
21:1517).

I.  We were ungodly and powerless, yet Christ died for usg(vy.
Il. We were sinners, yet God demonstrated His love for us{®u
. We were enemies, yet God reconciled and saved us@al).

. Romans 0506-07 Death of Jesus and theadbe of Man

We were ungodly and powerless, yet Christ died for us.<Ggré'at love is seen in this
unbelievable act.

1. We were “powerless’dsthenojt weak, worthless, useless, helpless, hopeless,
destitute, without strengtliVe were spiritually worthless and useless and unable to
help ourselves.

Job 10:1°l loathe my vey life; therefore | will give fiee ein to my complaint and
speak out in the bitterness of my soul.”

Psa 31:10My life is consumed by anguish and my years bgmgng; my s&ngth
fails because of my affliction, and my bonesigweak.

Psa 42:6My God. My soul is downcast within me; thkre | will remember you &m
the land of the Jalan, the heights of Hermenfrom Mount Mizar

Psa 69:2l sink in the miy depths, wherthee is no foothold. | have come into the
deep waters; the floods engulf me.

Psa 73:2But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; | had nearly lost my foothold.
Psa 73:16When | tried to understand all this, it was opgsive to me.

Jer 2:25Do not un until your feet a bae and your thoat is di. But you said, ‘I8
no use! | love fagign gods, and | must go after them.’
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1 Th 4:13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or
to grieve like theast of men, who have no hope.

Eph 2:12Remember that at that time you weeparate &m Christ, excludeddm
citizenship in Israel and feigners to the covenants of th@rise, without hope and
without God in the world.

2. We were ungodlydseboir not like God, diferent from God, profane, having a
different life-style than God. God is godlhat is, perfect; man is ungodthat is, he
is not like God; he is imperfect.

Rom 1:28-3Zurthermoe, since they did not think it wbwhile to etain the knowledge

of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They
have become filled with ewekind of wickedness, evil,agrd and depravityl hey ae

full of envy muder, strife, deceit and malice. Theyeagossips, slanders, God-

haters, insolent, angant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey
their parents; they a& senseless, faithless, hiéess, uthlessAlthough they know

Gods righteous deee that those who do such things deseateath, they not only

continue to do these wethings but also appwe of those who practice them.

1 Tim 1:9-10We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for leakars
and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy ameligious; for those who kill their
fathers or mothers, for mderers, for adulteers and peretts, for slave traders and
liars and perjuers— and for whatever else is contsaro the sound doctrine.

Jude 1:17-19But, dear friends,emember what the apostles of ourd.desus Christ
foretold. They said to you, “In the last times #hevill be scoffers who will follow
their own ungodly dess.” These a the men who divide you, who follow ener
natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.

3. It was at “just the right time"kata kairof that Christ died for us. It was in Ged’
appointed time: His destined time, appropriate time. Men had to be prepared for Christ
before God could send Him into the world. Men had to learn that they were without
strength and ungodlyhat they needed a Savio(Fhis was the purpose of the Old
Testament and the lato show men that they were sinful. See Rom.-434%

Mark 1:15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is neapent and
believe the good news!”

Gal 4:4-5But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law to redeem those under lathat we mighteceive the full rights of sons.

1 Tim 2:5-6 For ther is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all-m#re testimony given in its
proper time.
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Titus 1:2-3A faith and knowledgeesting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who
does not lie, ppmised befa the beginning of time, and at his appointed season he
brought his wad to light thiough the peaching entusted to me by the command of
God our Saviour

Heb 9:26Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since ¢laéi@n of the
world. But now he has appest once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin
by the sacrifice of himself.

4. Christ died for usThe word “for” (hupe) means for our benefit, for our sake, on our
behalf, in our stead, as our substitute. (See Mk. 10:45.)

a. Christ died as our sacrifice.

1 Cor 5:7Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without-yessiou
really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

2 Cor 5:15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Eph 5:2And live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Heb 7:26-27Such a high priest meets our needne who is holyblameless, pe,

set apat from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he
does not need to offer sacrifices day after, diast for his own sins, and then for the
sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when hedfi@nself.

Heb 9:13-14The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those
who ae ceemonially unclean sanctify them so that they @utwadly clean. How

much moe, then, will the blood of Christ, who tlugh the eternal Spirit offed

himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciengesdcts that lead to death, so

that we may serve the living God!

Heb 9:25-26Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. Then
Christ would have had to suffer many times since tbation of the world. But now

he has appea&d once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice
of himself.

Heb 10:12, 18But when this priest had offst for all time one sacrifice for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of God....because by one sacrifice he has made perfect
forever those who arbeing made haly
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Heb 10:10And by that will, we have been made holptigh the sacrifice of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thee&, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

b. Christ died as our ransom (see Rom. 3:24; Gal-34)3

Rom 3:24And ae justified feely by his grace tbugh the edemption that came by
Christ Jesus.

Col 1:14In whom we havesdemption, the fgiveness of sins.

Titus 2:14Who gave himself for us tedeem us &m all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that arhis vey own, eager to do what is good.

Heb 9:12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but hedethier
Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eteedainption.

1 Pet 1:18-1%or you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wex redeemed @m the empty way of life handed down to yomfyour
forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

Rev 5:9And they sang a new song:0l are wotthy to take the soil and to open its
seals, because you veeslain, and with your blood you mimased men for Goddim
every tribe and language and people and nation.

c. Christ died as ouktonement (see Rom. 3:25. See 1 Jn=2:1

Rom 3:25God pesented him as a sacrifice of atonemengugh faith in his blood.
He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins
committed befahand unpunished.

1 John 2:2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.

1 John 4:10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

5. God’s love is an uncommon and unbelievable |@¥enk about the illustration given
in Scripture:

=> Rarely would a person die for a just and upright man (righteous).

=> A few might dare to die for a good man.

A very small number of people would sacrifice their own lives in order to save others
or to represent a cause or a leader they believed in.
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But this is not what Christ did. Christ did not die for the righteous and godly man or
for the good and pure man. He went well beyond what men do. Christ...

» died for the ungodlyfor those who were the very opposite of righteous and good.

» died for those “powerless”: the useless, destitute, worthless and those without
value to society and men.

Christ died for those for whom no man would die, for those who were of no value and of
no good. He died for those who were diametrically opposed to God, the very opposite
from all that He is. Such is the unbelievable love of God; such is the depth of justification.

. Romans 0508-09 Jesus Chriss Death was for Sinners

We were sinners, yet God proved His love tolie word “demonstrates$yinistemi
means to showprove, or exhibit. It is the present tense: God is always showing and
proving His love to usThe word “sinners”lfamartoloi refers to a man who is sinful, the
man who sins...

* by disobeying God'Word and will (see Rom. 1:231).

* by living selfishly

* by ignoring Gods commandments.

* by doing his own thing.

* by the cravings of sinful man and the lust of the eyes.
» by boasting of what he has and does.

The point is this: it iSwhile we were still sinners” that God proved His love toTuss is
the unbelievable love of God, that He stooped down to save siWergould expect
Him to save righteous and good men, but it catches us compldtglyanfl when it is
stated that He saves sinners. Such is the unbelievable love of God.

Now note how God proved His love.

1. God proved His love by giving up His only Son to fiieus. Some earthly fathers
would be willing to give up their sons for a “good” man or for a great cause. But how
many would be willing to give up their sons for a man who committed treason or for a
man who murdered one of the greatest men livirtgRk of the enormous price God
paid in proving His love: He gave up His Son to die for the unworthy and useless, the
ungodly and sinful, the wicked and depravethe worst sinners and outcasts
imaginable. Just think what God Himself must have gone through: the feelings, the
suffering, the hurt, the pain, the terrible emotional strain. Just think what is involved in
God giving up His Son:

=> God had to send His Sauit ofthe spiritual and eternal world (dimensiamtp the
physical and corruptible world (dimension).
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=> God had to humiliate His Son by stripping Him of His eternal glory and insisting that
He become clothed with corruptible flesh and die as a man.

=> God had to watch His Son walk through life being rejected, denied, cursed, abused,
arrested, tortured and murdered. God had to sit back and watch His feoheiuig
murdered by the hands of men; He had to sit back when He knew He could reach out
and deliver Him,

=> God had to destine His Son to die upon the cross for the sins of men.

=> God had to lay all the sins of the world upon His Son and let Him bear them all.
=> God had to judge His Son as the sinner and condemn Him to death for sin.

=> God had to turn His back upon Christ in death.

=> God had to cast His wrath against sin upon Christ.

=> (God has to bear the pain of His Sosuferings eternallyfor He is eternal and the
death of His Son is ever before His face. (Just imagine! It is beyond our
comprehension, but the eternal agony is a fact because of the eternal nature of God.)

As stated, God proved His love. He has given up His Son to die Mfeuso not
deserve it- we never have and we never willbut God loves us with an unbelievable
love. Therefore, He has given His Son to fieus, as our substitute, in our behalf.

Isa 53:5But he was pieed for our transgessions, he was ushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that bught us peace was upon him, and by his woundseneeated.

John 10:11 “l am the goodshephed. Thegood shepherays down his life for the sheep.”
John 15:13“Gr eater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

1 Cor 15:3For what | received | passed on to you as of first int@oce: that Christ
died for our sins accaling to the Scriptws.

Heb 2:9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels,ovomedr
with glory and honour because he sudigéideath, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

2. God proves His love by justification through the blood of Christ (see Rom. 5:l; 3:25).

Rom 5:9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how muahshal we be
saved fom Gods$ wrath though him!

Col 1:20And though him to econcile to himself all things, whether things ortlear
or things in heaven, by making peaceotigh his blood, shed on theoss.
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Heb 9:14How much mag, then, will the blood of Christ, who tlugh the eternal
Spirit offeled himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciermasafts that lead
to death, so that we may serve the living God!

3. God proves His love by saving us fremath (seeGods Wath, Rom. 1:18Also see
Rom. 5:l.)

John 3:16-17“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the woddghthim.”

John 3:36“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoeyects the Son
will not see life, for God'wrath emains on him.”

Rom 6:23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lat.

Gal 3:13Christ redeemed usdm the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for
it is written: “Cursed is evgrone who is hung on aete.”

. Romans 0510-11 Reconciliation of Enemies of God

We were enemies, yet God has reconciled and saved us. God reconciles and saves us by

doing three things.
1. God reconciles us by Christleath (see Rom. 5:10).

2. God saves us by Christlife. “His life” means the life of thiving Lord. Christ stands
before God as our great Intercessor and Medi&tanding before God, He stands as
the Sinless and Righteous Son of God, as the Ideal and PerfedMkiamwe believe
in Christ, God takes our belief and counts it as righteoushileeddeal Righteousness
of Christ covers us, and God accepts and saves us becatnast@éirist as the living
Lord, as our Intercessor and Mediator before God.

Rom 8:34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who-digtbre than that, who
was raised to life- is at the right hand of God and is also ieding for us.

Heb 7:25Theefore he is able to save completely those who come to Gaatinr
him, because he always lives to ictte for them.

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.

Heb 9:15For this rrason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who ar
called may eceive the mmised eternal inheritance now that he has died as a
ransom to set themde fom the sins committed under the first covenant.
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Heb 8:6But the ministy Jesus haseceived is as superior to theirs as the covenant of
which he is mediator is superior to the old ne, and it is founded on bettargas.

Heb 9:24For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the
true one; he ented heaven itself, now to appear for us in Gquésence.

Heb 12:24To Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better wadrithan the blood ofbel.

1 John 2:1-2My dear childen, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our deféeses

Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

3. God gives us joy through the reconciliation of ChAsperson who receives so much
from God is bound to be filled with joy and rejoicing (Seg Ph. 1:4).

John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete.”

John 16:24“Until now you have not asked for anything in my naAsk and you will
receive, and your joy will be complete.”

Rom 14:17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

1 Pet 1:8-9Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him noywyou believe in him and afilled with an inexpssible and glorious joy
for you ae receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Psa 16:1 You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in
your presence, with eternal pleagsrat your right hand.

Psa 126:20ur mouths waex filled with laughterour tongues with songs of jobhen it
was said among the nations, “The ddras done grat things for them.”

Isa 35:10And the ransomed of the Idowill return. They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will cown their heads. Gladness and joy will da&e them, and
sorrow and sighing will flee away

Isa 12:3With joy you will draw water tsm the wells of salvation.

Isa 61:10I delight geatly in the Lod; my soul ejoices in my God. For he has clothed
me with garments of salvation andayed me in aagbe of righteousness, as a
bridegioom adorns his head like a priest, and as a baiderns herself with her jewellij
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Romans 05:10
ReEcoNcILE, REconcILIATION (KATALLASSO)

For if, when we wer Gods enemies, we weereconciled to him tlmugh
the death of his Son, how much mdraving beeneconciled, shall we
be saved tlaugh his life! Romans 0510

To change, to change thoroughty exchange, to change from enmity to friendship,
bring togetherto restoreThe idea is that two persons who should have been toge
all along are brought together; two persons who had something between them a
restored and reunited.

Three points should be noted about reconciliation.

1.

The thing that broke the relationship between God and man was sin. Men ar¢
to be enemies of God (Rom. 5:10), and the word “enemies” refers back to the
sinners and the ungodly (Rom. 5:6, B)e “enemies” of God are the sinners anc
ungodly of this worldThis simply means that every man is an enemy of God, 1
every man is a sinner and ungodlitis may seem unkind and harsh, but it is
exactly what Scripture is sayinghe fact is clearly seen by thinking about the
matter for a moment.

The sinner cannot be said to be a friend of &ddé is antagonistic toward God,
opposing what God stands fdhe sinner is...

» rebelling against God rejecting God

» cursing God ignoring God

e disobeying God fighting against God

» denying God refusing

When any of us sin, we work against God and promote evil by word and exar

W’hen the sinner lives for himself, he becomes an enemy of\@by? Because
God does not live for Himself. God gave Himself up in the most supreme way
possible: He gave His only Son to éoe us.
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When the sinner lives for the world and worldly things, he becomes an enemy of

God.Why? Because he chooses the tempertdlat which passes awayover

God. He chooses it when God has provided eternal life for him through the death

of His Son.

This is the point of God’great love or reconciliation. He did not reconcile and

n we

save us when we were righteous and good. He reconciled and saved us whe
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were enemies, ignoring and rejecting HAs.stated above, it is because we are
sinners and enemies that we need to be reconciled.

2. The way men are reconciled to God is by the death of His Son, Jesus\@hyist.
simply stated, when a man believes that Jesus Christ died for him...

* God accepts the death of Jesus Cloisthe death of the man.
» God accepts the sins borne by Christ as the sins committed by the man.

* God accepts the condemnation borne by Christ as the condemnation due to
the man.

Therefore, the man is freed from his sins and the punishment due his sins. Christ
bore both the sins and the punishment for the Ma@ man who truly believes
that God loves that mueh enough to give His only begotten Serbecomes
acceptable to God, reconciled forever and.ever

3. God is the One who reconciles, not men. Men do not reconcile themselves to God.
They cannot do enough work or enough good to become acceptable to God.
Reconciliation is entirely the act of God. God is the One who reaches out to men
and reconciles them unto Himself. Meateivethe reconciliation of God.

2 Cor 5:18All this is fom God, whoeconciled us to himself mgh Christ and
gave us the minisgrof reconciliation: (see w19-21)

Eph 1:6 To the praise of his glorious grace, which he hagliy given us in the
One he loves.

Eph 2:16And in this one body teconcile both of them to God tlugh the
cross, by which he put to death their hostility

Col 1:20And thiough him to econcile to himself all things, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, by making peacetigh his blood, shed on theoss.

Heb 2:17For this reason he had to be made like histhers in ever way in
order that he might become a roidul and faithful high priest in seice to God,
and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

1 John 4:19\Wk love because he first loved os.
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