THE CHALLENGETO GIVE
2 CorINTHIANS 08:01-15

Introduction

The churches throughout Judea weréesinfg great poverty and needed help batiys

is what this passage is about: meeting the desperate need of fellow believers and human
beings who were being threatened with starvation and death, many of whom were without
Christ and doomed to an eternity apart from Christ.

The need of missions is anending callacall that never endS.he desperate needs of

the world must always confront maivhy? Because the world is sinful and corruptible,

full of greed and covetousness, banking and hoarding. Peopleavbmore than they

need should be helping and giving, serving and ministering. Instead they are banking and
hoarding.The result is a world reeling in desperate n@ée. challenge to the church is
clear!Give— give all you are and have to reach and help the desperate of the world.

I.  Know the spirit of the Macedonians: they gave because of the grace and favour of
God (vv 1-5).

Il.  Excel in the same spirit of giving (V&7).

lll. Prove the sincerity of your love.(8).

IV. Know the example of Christ He gave (v9).

V.  Remember your own past record 19).

VI. Give readily and willingly (vvI1-12).

VII. Meet the needs of one anotheequally (vv 13-15).

|. 2 Corinthians 0801-5 Sewardship, Giving, CGerings

The first challenge is to know the spirit of the Macedoni@ihs.Roman province of
Macedonia included all of northern Gree€tke known churches of the region were

Philippi, Thessalonica and BereEhe first two are well known by every generation of
Christians because of the two letters addressed to them in théastasmnentAt one

time, the Macedonian province had been known for its natural resources. But down
through the centuries the area had been ravaged bgneaRome had stripped it of its
wealth. Because of this the churches of the area were somewhat poor in material wealth.
But note a glorious fact: they were extremely wealthy in the grace of God. God had given
anabundance of gracepon the churches so much grace that Paul is able to use them

as a dynamic example of Gedjrace. Remember that grace means the favour and
blessings of God, all the good things of life which God gives tige greatest of which is
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Gdalessings were “given to” the churches.

The idea is that God just poured or laid blessing after blessing upon the churches.




The Challenge to Give

They knew the grace, the favour and the blessings of God in,areeyyspecial way
Note four dynamic facts about their testimony

1.

=>

They gave to help others, and gave liberdlhey gave despite terrible trial and deep
poverty There was great defing among the believers and churches of Macedonia.

Believers sukred aflictions and persecutions, and théliefions were a “severe trial”
for them to beaWhen they accepted Christ and took their stand for Him, they were
heavily persecuted.

1 Th 1:6You became imitators of us and of thed;dn spite of seversuffering, you
welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

1 Th 2:14For you, bothers, became imitators of Gedhuches in Judea, which ar
in Christ Jesus: du suffeed flom your own counymen the same things those
churches suffead fom the Jews.

2 Th 1:4Therefore, among God’chuches we boast about your perseverance and
faith in all the persecutions and trials youeagnduring.

Believers suered “extreme poverfywhich means utter povertgoverty down to the
depthsAs mentioned, this was due to the ravages of war and the battles which were
fought on their own soil, and to the heavy taxation and stripping of resources by the
Roman government.

However note that the believers were filled with an “overflowing’jdhey had

come to know Christ: their sins had beemieen and the Spirit of God was living in

their hearts and lives, strengthening and guiding them through all. God was now
looking after their lives and taking care of them. God was giving them the absolute
assurance of His care and provision day by day and of eternal life when they departed
this world.They joyed and rejoiced in all that God was doing for them and was going
to do for them.

The point is this: they knew the Lordreally knew Him— and they were committed

to living for the Lord.Therefore, when someone needed help, they were ready to help.
They gave in rich generosififhe word “generosity’{aplotetoy means singleness of
mind, sincerelywith an open and free hearte churches of Macedonia determined

to give, to open their hearts and give all they could.

They gave beyond their abilitfhey willingly gave: no special appeal had to be made;
no pressure had to be execufBaey gave freely and readiknd note: they did not
give according to their abilifyout theywent beyondvhat they were able to give.

They gave insistentlyoegging for the privilege to shafgparently they were giving
so much that Paul felt it was just beyond their means. However they insisted, and note
why: they wanted to share tihis service to the saintSome fellow believers were in
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need, and they wanted the privilege of serving with thgmiving to themNote how
giving is said to be a meanss#nding with others.

They gave themselves to the Lord firBtis is a most striking verse and poWthat it
means is this: these dear believers gave all they were and had to thEneyrdsed

this occasion, the occasion of affieoing— the occasion when they were asked to help
others— to rededicateheir lives and possessions to Christ. Note that this involved
three steps:

the dedication of their lives to Christ: all they were.
the dedication of their possessions to Christ: all they had.

the dedication of themselves to the minisRaul, in order to serve by his side and to
allow them all to serve Christ together

Paul distinctly says that they gave “themselves first to the Lord, and then to us in
keeping with God will.” This is essential if the needs of a world reeling in desperate
needs are to ever be reached: believers must join hand in hand with the ministers of God.

Thought 1.The dynamic example of the Macedonian church needs to be studied by

the churches of every generatidihey clearly demonstrate the spirit that is absolutely
essential for meeting the desperate needs of the world, a world that is lost and doomed
unless it is reached with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Mat 25:35-36"For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and
you came to visit me.”

Rom 15:1We who ae stiong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselves.

Acts 20:35"In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind ofdharork we must
help the weak,amembering the wds the Lod Jesus himself said: ‘It is moblessed
to give than toeceive.”

Gal 6:2Carry each othes budens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

1 Th 5:14And we uge you, bothers, warn those whoeaidle, encourage the timid,
help the weak, be patient with everyone.

Heb 13:3Remember those in prison as if youewvreir fellow prisoners, and those
who ae misteated as if you yourselves wesuffering.

James 1:2Religion that God our Father accepts asgand faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their dissis and to keep onesetirir being polluted by
the world.
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Isa 58:7Is it not to shae your food with the hungrand to povide the poor wander
with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn asmayyfur
own flesh and blood?

Il. 2 Corinthians 0806-07 Excel in the Spirit of Giving

The second challenge is to excel in the same spirit of giving as the Macedonians. Sometime
earlier the Corinthian church had begun to take upfanraj for the poor churches of Judea,

but something had happened that caused the church to stop the project. Just what is not
actually known, but it was probably all the trouble and problems covered in the letters of |
and Il Corinthians. Since the church had experienced revival, it was now time fdetimeg of
project to be completedery simply Paul says two things that apply to every church.

1. The grace of giving is to be completed in ydhe Corinthians were to financially
support the Lord work, the very ministry of God Himsehey were to support the
ministry of meeting the needs of desperate people and of proclaiming the gospel to a
lost and dying worldThis glorious privilege is clearly seen when it is remembered
that God has not given to angels the privilege of supporting His work; God has
committed this grace, this privilege only to men.

2. The other graces abound in you; therefore, the grace of giving is to aboundTineou.
Corinthians had an abundance of spiritual resources, especially the gifts that involved...

» faith: the trust in God that enabled them to walk through life victoriously and to
serve God faithfully

» speech: the ability to share the gospel and the doctrines of \Wort.

» knowledge: the understanding of Ge@ord.

» earnestness: the eggrand zeal to carry on the ministry of the Lord Jesus.

* love for us: the care for the minister of God who serves Christ so faithfully
Because the church was so strong in these gifts, they needed to abound in the gift of

giving as well. Giving and helping others in their desperate need was as much a duty
as any other responsibility

Rom 12:13Shae with Gods people who & in need. Practice hospitality

Gal 6:10Theefore, as we have oppomity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

1 Tim 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to begener
and willing to shae.

Heb 13:16And do not faget to do good and to shewith others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.
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I1l. 2 Corinthians 0808 Prove the Sincerity of Love

The third exhortation is to prove the sincerity of your love. Note that Paul does not command
the Corinthians to give. If giving is forced or coerced, it benefits nothing; it does not please
God. God is pleased only with gifts that are willingly and cheerfully given. He blesses
only those who willingly help other$herefore, giving must be based upon two things.

1. Giving must be based upon love for those who are lost and.ri@mtityg must be
based upon love for the Lord Jesus who has commanded us to go into all the world to
reach and help the people of the world.

2. Giving must be based upon the example of those who give sacrifitmalhe case of
the Corinthians, they had the dynamic example of the Macedomiam€orinthians
should have been stirred to follow the example of such sacrificial giving. In our case,
we should be stirred to follow the dynamic example of all those who give willingly
and sacrificially

Note how love is proven by action. Love cannot be known unless it is demonstrated by
deeds of compassion and giving. Love demands sacrificial giving. In fact, there is no
love unless there is sacrificial giving.

Mat 22:39“And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.
John 13:35“By this all men will know that you amrmy disciples, if you love one another
John 15:12“My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.”

Eph 5:2And live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

1 Th 3:12May the Lod make your love inease and overflow for each other and for
everyone else, just as ours does for you.

IV. 2 Corinthians 0809 The Example of Christ, Giving

The fourth challenge is to know the example of the Lord Jesus @iraste all others,
Jesus Christ demonstrates not only that we are to give, but how we are to give.

1. The Lord Jesus Christ was rich. He was the Son of God, possessing the very nature
and being and fullness of God (Jn.-B;1Ph. 2:6).

=> He dwelt in the glory and majestyjominion and power of the Godhead (Jude23x

=> He dwelt in light which no man can approach, in all the splendour and brilliance of the
Godhead (Iim. 6:16).

=> He possessed every good and perfect thing that can be possessed (Jas. I:17).
=> He had all the worship and adoration of heavenly beings @@&fy 5:11f).
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2. The Lord Jesus Christ became pdanis refers to the incarnation of Jesus Christ, that
IS, to His condescension or humiliation. It refers to the great gulf He had to span in
coming to earthThe Lord Jesus Christ, who was King of kings and Lord of lords,
who was God of very God, left all the glory and worship of heaven to become a man.
He who was...

* God became an humble man.

» the Lord took on flesh and blood.

» the Holy God took the place of the lowest.

» the Sovereign Lord became the subject.

» the Beloved became the rejected.

» the Perfect One became the Sacrifice for sin.
» the Life became the Substitute for death.

As Scripture declares so aptffhough He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor” Because He became poare can become rickVe can receive the adoption of
sons, actually become sons and daughters of God and live with Him forever and ever
in the new heavens and earth (2.@ot 718).

The point is this: since Christ willingly sacrificed so much to help us, we ought to
sacrifice to help those in need. Just as Christ gave everything for us when we were in
desperate need, so we are to give everything to meet the needs of those who are
desperately lost in this world.

Phil 2:5-8 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in
very natue God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but
made himself nothing, taking the yeratue of a sevant, being made in human
likenessAnd being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death even death on a @ss!

Heb 2:14-15Since the childrn have flesh and blood, he too stthin their humanity
so that by his death he might desthim who holds the power of deatlthat is, the
devil— and fee those who all their lives weeheld in slaver by their fear of death.

Acts 20:35In everthing | did, | showed you that by this kind ofdharork we must
help the weak,amembering the wds the Lod Jesus himself said: ‘It is moblessed
to give than toeceive.”

V. 2 Corinthians 0810 Corinthians’Past Record of Giving

The fifth challenge is to remember your own past recasdnentioned above, the
Corinthians had undertaken the mission project of meeting the needs of the poor churches
in Judea, but they had backedltbe project when divisiveness had reared its ugly head in
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the church (see note 2, 2 C8r6-7). Now that they had experienced revival, Paul gives
his advice: pick up the mission project again. “This is best for you”: expedient and
beneficial for you personally and for your ministRecommitting yourselves to missions
will stir God to bless the church.

Note that the church had been forward, thateaJousn undertaking the mission project
about a year before. Since the revival of recommitment, they shoaltehence zealous
to launch a ministry of missions for the Lord.

Mat 20:28"“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for maty

Luke 10:36-37‘Which of these thee do you think was a neighbour to the man who
fell into the hands ofabbers?” The expeiin the law eplied, “The one who had
meicy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

John 21:16Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do yalytiove me?” He
answeed, “Yes, Lod, you know that I love you.” Jesus saidakKe cae of my sheep.”

Gal 6:2Carry each othées budens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Gal 6:10Theefore, as we have oppmmnity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

Eph 6:7 Seve wholeheaedly, as if you wer sewing the Lod, not men.

VI. 2 Corinthians 0811-12 Giving Readily and\illingly

The sixth challenge is to give readily and willinghpur quick points are made in these
two verses, points that give clear directions on missions to any church that is willing to
listen. Note: Paul is no longer giving advice; he is nowgihgrthe church to give itself

to missions and to undertake this particular mission project.

1. Give yourselves to missionBhis is implied, understood. Paul is dealing with one
mission project, but underlying the whole discussion is the absolute necessity for a
permanent commitment to missioAfter a mission need has been met, there is
always another need to meeh need just as criticalhe world reels under the weight
of sin and disease, corruption and death, hunger and thirst, poverty and ignorance,
homelessness and exposure to the elements. Literally thousands die prematurely and
without Christ every day die because no one cared enough to help thieencall of
missions is the constant call of Christ:

Mat 20:28"“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for maty

Luke 19:10“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”
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Mat 28:19-20"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
evelthing | have commanded ydnd suely | am with you always, to the yegnd

of the age.”

2. Finish the missionThe Corinthian church had begun the project; they needed to finish
it. The church is to reach out in mission projects all over the world, and it is to finish
the projects. Remember that Jerusalem was a foreign field to the Corinthians.

3. Be ready to give willinglyNote that this is the first requirement when a person gives.
Above all else, he is to give willingly

4. The reason is simply stated: God is going to judge us for what weTtieedea is
this: in the day of judgment God is going to look at what we gave and at what we kept
back. If we have banked, hoarded and lived extravagailys going to reject us. But
if we gave all that we had beyond our needs, then we will be “acceptable,” that is,
approved to live in the presence of Christ who sacrificed all He had for us. (See notes,
Mt. 19:1622; 19:2326; 19:2730.)

Luke 11:41“But give what is inside the dish to the poand eveything will be clean
for you.”

Luke 12:33"Sell your possessions and give to the péwovide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a gasue in heaven that will not be exhausted, vehaw thief
conies near and no moth dests.”

Luke 18:22When Jesus heaithis, he said to him, ‘® still lack one thing. Sell
evelthing you have and give to the paand you will have &asue in heaven. Then
come, follow me.”

Acts 11:29 The disciples, each acaing to his ability decided to mvide help for the
brothers living in Judea.

1 Cor 16:20n the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections
will have to be made.

2 Cor 8:12For if the willingness is ther, the gift is acceptable acaing to what one
has, not accating to what he does not have.

2 Cor 9:7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver

Deu 16:17Each of you must bring a gift inggortion to the way théorp your God
has blessed you.
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VIl. 2 Corinthians 0813-15 Meet the Needs of Others

The seventh challenge is to meet the needs of one arodwarally It is critical to note
that these verses are not dealing with possessions or promenyith what a person has,
but with needs.

1. One persors need is not to be eased while another person has a need.

2. Each need is to be equally mehis is an explosive principle, for it goes contrary to
what society practices. It eliminates the hoarding and keeping of goods beyond our
needs. God wants the needs of the starving and lost massé&senatly way they
can be met is by giving all we are and hbegond what is needé¢d take care of our
own families.

3. The OldTestament Scripture supports this principle (Exo. 16\i/8en God
miraculously fed Israel with the manna from the, $kg people were to gather only
what they needed. If they gathered too much and attempted to hoard and put it back, it
spoiled overnight. If a person was unable to gather enough due to some iliness or
inability, his need was either met by the help of others or by God Himself.

The point is striking: every believer is to use all he has and give it to meet the needs of
a desperate world. He is to particularly meet the needs of fellow believers. (See Mt.
19:1622; 19:2326; 19:2730.)

Luke 12:33"Sell your possessions and give to the péwovide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a #asue in heaven that will not be exhausted, weh&o thief
comes near and no moth desfs.”

Acts 20:35%In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind ofdarork we must
help the weak,amembering the wds the Lod Jesus himself said: ‘It is moblessed
to give than toeceive.”

Rom 12:13Shae with Gods people who & in need. Practice hospitality

Gal 6:10Theefore, as we have oppmmnity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

1 Tim 6:17-19Command those whoarich in this pesent world not to be evgant

nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
who richly povides us with evgthing for our enjoyment. Command them to do good,
to be rich in good deeds, and to be gensrand willing to sha. In this way they will
lay up tieasue for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they
may take hold of the life that is truly life.

Heb 13:16And do not faget to do good and to shewith others, for with such
sacrifices God is please{i]

2 Corinthians 081-15 9



