THE RICHYOUNG RULER:
THE PROBLEM OF ETERNAL LIFE
Mark 10:17-22

Introduction

This man is known as “the rich young rulétle is so called because of the combined
picture gleaned from all three gospels.

=> He was rich (Mt. 19:22; Mk. 10:22; LK. 18:23).

=> He was young (Mt. 19:20).

=> He was a ruler (Lk. 18:18).

He was a rare young man among the people of hisTtéyis seen in two facts.

1. He was conscientious, responsible, dependalbtaits so often lacking in youth. He
had already been placed into a position of leadership.

2. He was eagerly seeking eternal e spiritual matter often shunned by young people.

The dominant theme of the young nseXperience is his sincerityis desperate search for
eternal life. Jesus takes the nsatésperation and shocks the world. Desperation, sincerity
eagerness and seeking eternal life are not endoghherit eternal life takes much more
than just being desperate to possess it. Man has a problem in seeking eternal life.

|. Fact 1: Seeking Christ is not enough to receive eternal lie7jv

Il. Fact 2: to praise Christ is not enough to receive eternal lifie8jv

ll. Fact 3: to be respectable is not enough to receive eternal liE0).
IV. Fact 4: to be loved by Jesus is not enough to receive eternal #.(v
V. Fact 5: to give everything is required to receive eternal life2i422).

I. Mark 10:17 Seeking Jesus

The scene was striking.rich young man sought Jesasought Him with a sense of
urgency and desperation seldom seen.

1. The man wagagerever so eager: he ran up to Jesus.

2. The man watiumble:he cast himself to the ground, falling on his knees before Jesus,
showing extreme reverence. He esteemed Jesus ever sotiggbbyved the knee to Him.

3. The man wasespectfulhe addressed Jesus as “Gdedchef’ which was the proper
and courteous address to a revered Rableacher

4. The man wasoncernedabout his spiritual welfare. He asked what he should do to
inherit eternal life.
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The young man demonstrated how we should seek eternal life. He did exactly what we
should do when we wish anything: seek\fe are taseeketernal life as the rich young

ruler did. But in seeking, there is something critigé. must go to the riglsource.

This is exactly what the rich young man did: (a) he approached Jesus, the Source of
eternal life; and (b) he asked, confessing his need.

Note two things about the young msseeking eternal life.

1. He believed that eternal life existed, that there was such a thing as eternal life. He
believed there was life in another world, and he was sincere and eager (perhaps
desperate) to receive it. He “ran up to him and fell on his knees” before Jesus.

2. He did a rare thing. He openly confessed his eager concern for eternal life. Few of the
rich would ever confess an open concern as he did, and few of the young would ever
consider it important enough at their young stage of life. He lacked and had need, and
he knew it and openly confessed it. He was seeking for inner peace and a sense of
completeness and fulfilment and satisfaction.

II. Mark 10:18 Eternal Life and Praising Jesus

The second fact to know about eternal life is this: to praise Jesus is not enough to receive
eternal life.The young man had praised and honoured Jesus as much as a person could.
He had eagerly sought and reverenced Jesus, not only kneeling before Him but also casting
himself into the dust of the ground before Jesus. He addressed Jesus with as high a title as
a man could address a revered teadhercould not praise Jesus more. But note: the

man’s praise and honour of Jesus were not enough.

He called Jesus “Godaachef’ but by Teacher he meagbod RabbiHe was acknowledging

that Jesus was an honourable person to be highly regarded. But he conceived Jesus to be
only a highly regarded teachete did not consider Jesus to be the divine Son of God. He
conceived Jesus to be but a mere man, not God. He thought Jesus was a man who had
achieved unusual moral goodness and by such had beapwod &acherone capable of
teaching the great truths of God and life.

The person who seeks eternal life must acknowledge Jesus aBh@adler called Jesus
“Good Teacher The word “good” was a word that was ascribed only to God. It was
never used in reference to a mahis is critical to see, for it meant that the ruler was
calling Jesus “good” in the sense that God would be called “good.” He saw something in
Jesudike God.It was not just flattery; he esteemed Jesus hjgingbably believing or

else coming close to believing Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God.

Now note what Jesus diflhe man had called Him “good,” a word used only in address-
ing God. Jesus asked the man, “Why do you call me good? God alone i&\gogadu
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saying | am God?” Jesus is unquestionably claiming to be God. He was saying, “If | am a
mere man, a good teach#gren | am not good and do not have the words of eternal life.
But if | am God, then you can truly call me good, and | do have the words of eternal life.”
The point is this: Jesus told the man how to receive eternal life. He was claiming to be
God, the One who could give eternal life to a person.

Jesus had to correct this gross enr& attempted to correct it by simply saying, “Why do
you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” He was saying to the young man,
“God alone is good. No man is good, not in comparison to God, not good enough to ever
stand before God in righteousnd$s$.am but a mer mana good teachethen | am not

‘good’ and do not have the words to eternal Bat if | am Godthen you can address me

as ‘good,” and | do have the words to eternal life.”

Note two things.

1. Jesus told the young man how to enter life, that is, how to receive eternal life.
Therefore, Jesus was claiming to be God.

2. Jesus was correcting the young man. He was speaking these words forcefully: “Why do
you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” Jesus would not have the young
man thinking of Him only as a man, no matter how preeminent a teacher the young man
thought Him to be. He is God, Gedery own Son; and He is to be known and called
the Son of Godl'herefore, Jesus tried to lead the young man to acknowledge and honour
Him as God. It was the only way the young man could ever receive eternal life.

John 3:16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoeverbelieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

John 6:68Simon Peter answed him, “Lod, to whom shall we god¥ have the
words of eternal life.”

John 8:24*| told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am
the one | claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”

John 14:6-7 Jesus answed, “I am the way and theuth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except thugh me. If youeally knew me, you would know my Father as
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

Acts 4:12Salvation is found in no one else, for thexy no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved.

1 Tim 2:5-6 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all m#re testimony given in its
proper time.
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Il . Mark 10:19-20 Eternal Life and Self RighteousnessRespedbility

The third fact to know about eternal life is this: to be respectable is not enough to receive
eternal life. Note a crucial point: the young man had asked, “What must | do?” He had a
religion of works, not of faith. He thought man himself could secure eternal life by being
good. He felt that if he could just keep some great rule or law and live a moral, clean life,
then God would accept him. He believed that his acts of morality and good works just
piled up a balance sheet and made him acceptable to God.

This was the magr’second major errgkgain Jesus had to correct the man; He had to
strike right at the root of the problefirhe man was failing to love his neighbour as himself,
and Jesus knew it. So Jesus told the young man very siiviplyknow the commandments”;

and He proceeded to quote five of the ten commandments, the five laws of respectability
that had to do with his duty toward his neighbour (Exo. 208)2

The man made the phenomenal claim that he had kept all five of the commandments that
Jesus quoted. He, of course, had not kept them perfectlin Gods$ eyes, not in the

spirit in which God intended them to be kept. He was not generous enough with others,
not giving and helping like he should. Jesus was now ready to show him and lead him
to do this. In summanhere is what Jesus had said to the rich young ruler: keep the
commandments dealing with your neighbeuhe ones especially needed by rulers and

the rich— the ones so often misunderstood and neglected by rulers and the rich.

But the rich young ruler misunderstood Godw: he had a tragic sense of-sglhteousness.
1. He thought some commandments were more important than others.

2. He thought man could keep Gedaw and build up a balance sheet with God,
securing Gods acceptance.

Thought 1.“What must | do”to inherit eternal life? It is not trgood thingor things
that we do that give us eternal life.

Mat 5:20“For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the layou will cetainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Mat 7:22-23“Many will say to me on that dajLord, Lo, did we not pyphesy in
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then |
will tell them plainly ‘I never knew youAway flom me, you evildoers!”

Gal 2:16Know that a man is not justified by obgag the lawbut by faith in Jesus
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by obseing the lawbecause by obseng the law no one will be justified.

Eph 2:8-9For it is by grace you have been savedytigh faith— and this not fom
yourselves, it is the gift of Gednot by works, so that no one can boast.
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2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us to a holylifet because of anything we
have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in
Christ Jesus beferthe beginning of time.

Titus 3:4-5But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour apgehe saved
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because ofdyisHeesaved
us thiough the washing o&birth and enewal by the Holy Spirit.

IV. Mark 10:21 Eternal Life and Love of Jesus Christ

The fourth fact to know about eternal life is this: to be loved by Jesus is not enough to
receive eternal life. Note the exact words, “Jesus looked at hinoegahim.” Jesus’

eyes penetrated into the mauminermost being and sensed a deep, deep longing and
earnestnes3he mans longing and ache for eternal life touched Jesus delgsys was
drawn to the man and loved him in a vergry special sense.

But note the crucial point: the love of Jesus for a miaaul- even the veryery special
love of Jesus for a manwas not enough to save the méhe man still lacked one thing.

Thought 1.The love of Christ is great, and it is touching and encouraging. But it is not
enoughThe Lords love cannot save us, not by itself, not against our will, not if we
refuse tasurrender all— all we are and all we have.

Mat 23:37“O Jerusalem, Jarsalem, you who kill the pphets and stone those sent
to you, how often | have longed to gather your chibdiogetheras a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, but you werot willing.”

Prov 1:24But since youajected me when | called and no one gave heed when |
stretched out my hand.

Ezek 18:31Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new
heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel?

V. Mark 10:21-22 Eternal Life and SeHDenial, Cross

The fifth fact to know about eternal life is this: to give everything is required to receive
eternal life.Giving everythings the one thing lacking, the one thing that causes so many

to lose eternal life. Jesus knew exactly what the young man needed. His rejection of Jesus
showed this. He was hoarding wealth instead of distributing it. God had given wealth to
him that he might be able to help others, but he was failing to love and help his neighbour
as he should (Eph. 4:28).

What the young man needed to hear was just what Jesus said: “If you want to be perfect
[receive heaven, really keep the commandments, as you say you have], then demonstrate
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to all publicly and without question that you love your neighbGarand sell all you
have, and give to the poorand comdollow me.”

In our struggle to protect the glorious truth that man is saved by grace and grace alone, we
often foget and neglect another great truthfollow Christ is to sare and minister to

our neighbourTo follow Christ is to deny self completelyall that we ae and all that we
have(SeeCross and Discipleshif,k. 9:23).When we love our neighbour as ourselves,

then we show that we truly love God. If we do not love and minister to our neighbour
(above self), then we do not love God.

When we deny self and give all we are and have (1 Jn. 4:20), then and only then do we
receive heaven; but more importanthye receive treasure in heavéon.deny selffo give

all we are and haveis a hard saying, but Christ demands it. Our attempt to soften it does
not annul His demand (Sémbelief, Lack of FaithRom. 3:3).

The young man rejected Jesus for three reasons.

1. Unbelief: he was not willing to entrust his life to JeSusere was some lack of belief
that the Man Jesus standing before him was really God.

2. Selfrighteousness and pride: his concept of religion was keeping laws and doing good
in order to secure Gaglacceptance. He felt that he, as well as other men, had the
power and goodness to make God approve and accept him.

3. Love of the world: he was rich and was unwilling to give up the comfort and
possessions he had obtained. He made the fatal mistake that so many make with
wealth, power and fame.

a. He loved the things of the world more than he loved people. He preferred hoarding
and extravagance, living sumptuously and comfortably to helping those who were so
desperately needful.

b. He loved the things of the world more than he loved the hope of eternal life.

c. He loved the position, recognition, esteem and power of the earth more than he
loved Christ.

Now, note a critical point: the subject@iing allis a sensitive subject, so sensitive that

the words of Christ are seldom taken or preached at face Valeievords of the Lord are
watered dowrto mean no more than an ideal in the mind of a #an ideal that is left

up to every man to decide within his own selfish, deceptive, and corrupt heart. Is the man
willing to give all?Then his willingness is said to be acceptable to Gbd.fact that he

does not give all is said not to mattdowever the critical point seldom crosses the mind of
men: the God of all meran never justify keeping and storing and banking anddnogr

and even holding back as long as a single need exists and is going unmet.
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If all men are truly God by creation, then God is bound to expect all needs to be met;

and He is bound to hold accountable the man who has and keeps, stores and banks, hoard:
and holds backlhe point is easily understood by the honest and thinking person when he
thinks about the issu&he thinking and honest person sees both the single person and the
masses...

* who are starving
» who are without clothes, housing, medicine, treatment, education and skills
» who are lost from God and doomed eternally because they have never heard the gospel

Imagine the millions who have never heard about Christ even\&fien the thinking

person sees the picture and is honest, he can no longer refuse to accept Jesus’ words at
face valueYet, so many do not think and so many refuse to be honest. So they continue to
spiritualize and idealize what Jesus was sayinthis young man/Vhy? Do we fear the
strictness of what Christ says? Do we fear the reaction of people? Do we fear what we
will have to give up? Do we lack the faith within to trust God?

Thought 1 God expects us to work so that we can have enough to help others (Eph.
4:28).We are to help as we are able, but we are twbestabout our ability to help.

Thought2. Note a crucial point. God gives agalentto use in taking care of our own
needs, but after our needs are met, the talent entrusted to us is to be used to help others
in their need.

Thought 3 The young man had a serious flavthe very same flaw that exists within
so many today: he did not believe heaven was glorious enouggritcthe giving up
of his possessions.

Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Luke 11:41 “But give what is inside the dish to the poand eveything will be clean
for you.”

Luke 12:33“Sell your possessions and give to the p&wovide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a #gasue in heaven that will not be exhausted, ehso thief
comes near and no moth dests.”

Luke 19:8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to thellL.drook, Lord! Here and now |
give half of my possessions to the paod if | have cheated anybody out of anything,
| will pay back four times the amount.”

Luke 6:38“Give, and it will be given to yolA good measu, pressed down, shaken
together and unning overwill be poued into your lap. For with the meagsuyou
use, it will be meased to you.”
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Acts 20:35In eveything | did, | showed you that by this kind ofdharork we must
help the weak,amembering the wds the Lod Jesus himself said: ‘It is moblessed
to give than toeceive.’

Rom 12:13Shae with Gods people who & in need. Practice hospitality

1 Cor 13:3If I give all | possess to the poor and sennder my body to the flames, but
have not love, | gain nothing.

2 Cor 8:12For if the willingness is thet the gift is acceptable acadng to what one
has, not accating to what he does not have.

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will atsaprsparinglyand whoever sows
genepusly will also eap genesusly

Gal 6:10Theefore, as we have oppomity, let us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of believers.

Eph 4:28He who has been stealing must steal no lomggmust work, doing something
useful with his own hands, that he may have something te slithrthose in need.

1 Tim 6:17-18Command those whoearich in this pesent world not to be evgant

nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
who richly povides us with evgthing for our enjoyment. Command them to do good,
to be rich in good deeds, and to be geusrand willing to shax.

Heb 13:16And do not faget to do good and to skeawith others, for with such sacri-
fices God is pleased.

Prov 11:25 A geneous man will posper; he whoeafreshes others will himself be
refreshed.

Prov 22:9A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the
poor W

Mark 10:17-22 8



The RichYoung RulerThe Problem of Eternal Life

Luke 09: 23 @ossaND DiscCIPLESHIP

Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.Luke 09:23

People in Jesusfay knew what it meant to “take up” a croBsey saw scores of
criminals bear the cross to the place where they were to be executed, and they withessed
scores of crucifixions, some even by the side of the roads that led in and out of the cities.

The cross does not mean merely bearingsop@fticular hardship in life, such as poor
health, abuse, unemployment, invalid parents, an unsaved spouse, a wayward child.
The cross is always an instrument of death, not just an object to carry.drisear
Christian is to die mentally and activele is to deny himself dailyde is to let the
mind of Christ, the mind of humbling himself to the point of death, be in him and|fill
his thoughts every day (Phil. 28 2 Cor 10:35). He is to put his will, his desires,
his wants, his ambitions to death. In their stead, he is to follow Jesus and to do His
will all day long. Note this is not negative, passive behavibtakes positive, active
behaviour tawill, to deny selfto take upones cross,to follow Christ.A person has to
act, work, get to it, be diligent, consistent, and enduring in order to die to self.

There are several ways the believer dies to self. Romah4d.8:4pells out the ways
as clearly as they can be.

Rom 6:11-131In the same waygount yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus. Thefore do not let singign in your matal body so that you obey
its evil desies. Do not offer the pts of your body to sin, as insitnents of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have tegint br
from death to life; and offer the garof your body to him as instments of
righteousnesgsee Rom. 6:2-10)

1. The believer reckons or counts himself crucified with Christ.
Rom 6:1la In the same wayount yourselves dead to sin.

Rom 6:6For weknow that our old self was arified with him so that the body of si
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.

=)

Gal 2:201 have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life | live in the bogdpive by faith in the Son @od, who loved me and gave
himself for me.

Gal 5:24Those who belong to Christ Jesus havweified the sinful nat with its
passions and desis.
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2. The believer reckons or counts himself dead to sin, but alive to God.
Rom 6:11 In the same wayount yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus.
1 Pet 4:2As a esult, he does not live thest of his eahly life for evil human
desies, but rather for the will of God.

3. The believer does not let sin reign in his hody

Rom 6:12Theefore do not let singign in your maial body so that you obey its
evil desies.

Col 3:5Put to death, thefore, whatever belongs to your #ay natue: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desis and geed, which is idolar.

4. The believer does not yield the parts of his body to sin, as instruments of wickedness.
Rom 6:13aDo not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness.

Rom 8:13For if you live accading to the sinful nata, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the pypady will live.

5. The believer yields himself to Gedas much as those who are alive from the
dead are yielded to God.

Rom 6:13bBut rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have beaghir
from death to life.

Rom 12:1Theefore, | uge you, bothers, in view of Gas'mecy; to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gedhis is your spiritual act of worship.

Rom 13:14Rathey clothe yourselves with the lcbdesus Christ, and do not think
about how to gratify the desis of the sinful natet

6. The believer yields his body members as instruments of righteousness.
Rom 6:13cAnd offer the pds of your body to him as instnents of righteousness

Gal 5:16So | saylive by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desiwof the
sinful natue.

It should be noted that orsehardship or burden can bring a person to the place
where the Lord can deal with him. It is then that the hardship becomes the cross and
denial of self that Jesus is talking ab&ith an act of seltlenial, the Christian
can then count or reckon himself alive to God (Rom. 6:13). He can then follov
JesusThis is an act which can be described as committing all that one is and has
to Christ. It is an act that needs to be repeated every day (see Mt. £0:38).

<
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Romans 03:03 WNBELIEF, Lack oF FaiTH

What if some did not have faith1Mheir lack of faith nullify Gods
faithfulness”/Romans 03:03

This is one of two common but gross deceptions of ##rat unbelief makes a
thing inefective and voids itA man agues: “If | deny something, ignore it, refuse to
accept it, push it out of my mind, it will not be, nor will it come to pass.” Some even
think of Gods Word in this wayThey think they can deny and reject some part of it
and it will not be soThey accept the Scriptures that stress the love of God and allow

them to live as they wish, but they reject the Scriptures that stress the supernatural and
miraculous power of God and the desperate need of man to be saved from sin, death

and an eternal hellhey reject the Scriptures that demand that man live respansibly

Mat 5:18"I tell you the tuth, until heaven and etir disappearnot the smallest
letter, not the least stike of a pen, will by any means disappeantithe Law
until everything is accomplished.”

Luke 21:33“Heaven and eah will pass awaybut my wads will never pass away

2 Tim 2:131f we aefaithless he willremain faithful, for he cannot disown himsgif
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