THE FIRSTPREDICTION OF DEAH:
GOD’S MESSIAHVS. MAN'S MESSIAH
Mark 08:31-33

Introduction — Utopia

Man aches and searches for Utopia, for a messiah, for a saviour who can bring Utopia
to earth. But there is a critical point to note. Gddessiah and masmmessiah
differ. (Mk. 8:279:50; 9:3032; 10:3234; Mt. 16:2123; 17:2223; 20:1719.)

|. The way of God Messiah (v31).
Il. The way of mars messiah (\\3233).

. Mark 08:31 Messiahship of Jesus Christ; Death and Resurrection

The way of Gods MessiahThe disciples had just made the profound confession
that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the livingAGibds point Jesus
launched a new stage. He began to indoctrinate them into the way efNBss$iah,
for God’s Messiah was not manfmessiah (MKk. 8:29:50). Note several things.

1. The phrase “He then began to teach them” is significant. Mathew says, “From
that time on”; that is, from the time of the profound confession that Jesus is the
Messiah beyond question the Messiabomething significant happenéd.
new stage was being launched. He revealed with a powerful thrust that the “Son
of the living God” was going to be killed and raised again from the dead. Never
before had this happened. Never again would it happen. History would be made.
“Jerusalem...you who killed the prophets” would now commit the ultimate
crime: Jerusalem would kill Gaglown Son (see Mt. 23:37).

2. Jesus had been telling His disciples about His death and resurrection for some
time. But they had not understood. First, the idea offarsuf Messiah dfered
radically from their own idea of the Messiah (SHweist, MessiahMt. 1:18,

Part 1, Page Baptism of Jesus and Johvit. 3:11, Part 1, Page Brophecy
Fulfilled, Mt. 11.5; Messiah and Judgememidt. 11:6; Jesus, No Publicifymt.
12:16).And second, the revelation had been hidden in pictures and symbols.

John 2:19Jesus answed them, “Destoy this temple, and | will raise it again
in three days.”

John 3:14“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up.”
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John 6:51“ am the living bead that came downdm heaven. If anyone eats
of this bead, he will live fogver This bead is my flesh, which | will give for
the life of the world.”

The diference now was that Jesus no longer spoke in pictures and symbols. He
told them in simple and direct words (Mt. 20:28; Lk. 18:3133).A new stage

in the revelation of God’plan for the world was now to take place: Gdsion

was to die and be raised again for the sins of the world s(ptah for saving

the world was to take place through aetiihg Messiah, not a conquering

Messiah. God Messiah was not going to deliver a materialistic world into the
hands of His followers. Contrariwise, He was to die, and His death was to usher
in the Kingdom of God, making it possible for His followers to live eternally in
the very presence of God Himself (See Jn. 3:16; Jn. 5:24f).

3. The wordsnust[dei] sufferare strongMustis constraint, an utter necessity
(SeeDeath of Jesus Chrisf\cts 2:23.) It was absolutely necessary by the very
nature of the case for Jesus tdauiGod is love and man is corruptible, so
God, in love, must provide salvation for man. But God is also just, so He must
provide salvation in such a way that justice will be ddie penalty must be
paid; death must be carried out. Sdoheal Manmust die for man so that His
Ideal Deathcan stand for and cover all men (see nd&es, of ManJn. 1:51;
Justification,Rom. 5:1).There is only One Ideal Man: Jesus, the Son of God.
The Son of God must become the Son of Man, the Ideal Man:

=> He must live a perfect life providing for the world the Ideal Righteousness or
Ideal Life.

=> He must die, providing for the world the Ideal Death.

=> He must arise from the dead, providing for the world the Ideal Reesiam.

4. The words “suer many things” include much more than just théesufgs
surrounding His deatfThis is often overlooked. Hebrews 5:8 makes this clear:
“All though he was a son, he learned obedience from what fezesiif However
the point is not seen unless one acknowledges the truth of th&Saogtat is,
Jesusdeity Jesus ishe Son of Godrho left the very presence of God. He left
heaven with all the majesty and splendoglory and worship, praise and honour
due Him. He ighe Son of Heavebut He became the Son of a woman. He
belonged in heaven, but He was present on earth. He had ruled in the perfect,
incorruptible world, but He was now a servant in this imperfect and corruptible
world. Every sight, sound, touch, tasteevery experience and awareness was a
world of distance from what He had known. Heferdd through every moment
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and through every experience. Every experience drained “power” out of Him,
for He always had before His face the truth and glory of heaven and the sin and
corruption of earth.

5. Jesus’ prediction of His resurrection is clear to us because we can look back
upon it. But it was never clear to His disciplgy?Very simply it was to be a
new experience. No one had ever risen from the dead, not a person who was
never again to die. It had never happened before; it was unprecedented. Perhaps
the disciples believed somewhat like Martha, that there was to be a future
resurrection of all men (Jn124-26). Such a belief was an expression of the
hope that is within every man, the hope to continue, on in some form of existence
Such a belief is easy to hold. But to think of an immediate resurrection, to think
of a persors arising from the dead today isfdifilt (just think about it)The
idea of the Messiak’'dying and arising from the dead would be almost
unimaginable to those who had not been taught the truth.

Just what the disciples thought Jesus meant by “being raised again” is not
known.The fact that they did not fully understand is clear from the fact that
their spirits were crushed when He was killed. But some of His followers
seemed to grasp more of a real bodily resurrection than oflnesss clear by

an immediate remembrance of His words after His resurrection. For example,
there was John who did believe immediately (Jn.-20;8here was Mary
Magdalene who was shown that He had risen (Mt. 28:6). Howeters were
slower to understand and believe (MK. I6:1n. 20:245).

Acts 26:22-23But | have had Gosl'help to this verday and so | stand herand
testify to small and giat alike. | am saying nothing beyond what theppets
and Moses said would happenthat the Christ would suffer and, as the first to
rise from the dead, would pclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles.”

1 Cor 15:3-4For what | received | passed on to you as of first int@oce :
that Christ died for our sins acading to the Scriptwes, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the ttiday accading to the Scriptwes.

2 Cor 5:15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made
alive by the Spirit.
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MAaTHEW 11:05 RRoPHECY FULFILLED

Jesus was referring to Scripture here. He was telling John that He was fulfilling
the predictions of the prophets (Isa. 36;%51:12; see Psa. 72:2; 146:8; Zec.
11:11). Note, howevelthat Jesus stressed the personal ministrynahthe

political. He omitted the phrases of Isa. 61:1 that could be interpreted that/He
was a political leader: “proclaiming freedom for the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners.” He needed to get $aiténtion away from the
wrong concept of the Messiah to the true concept. He was reaching out in the
power of the Spirit to individuals, saving and restoring them, not reaching jout
to mobilize people for the deliverance of Israel from Roman enslavement.

MaTHEW 11: 06 MESSIAHAND JUDGMENT

Jesus was saying that the Messianic blessing and judgment were cdang.
is the day of salvation, the day of Messianic blessingiorrow will be the
day of Messianic fire, the day of judgment against all those who faredet
in Christ.The Messianic fire of judgment was Johigoncern. He did not see
Christ’s judging the world. But Christ assured John: “Blessing is coming;
andjudgment is comingdo not be diended because you do not understand
everything about me

v

MatHeEw 12:16 &sus No PusLiciTy

Why did Jesus withdraw and charthe people not to make Him known?

1. Jesus wished to avoid confrontation with those who sought His life. His
hour had not yet come. He did not wish to provoke the religicioists
deliberate conflict putting Himself in premature peril.

2. Jesus did not wish to be pushed forward by public acclaim to assume
kingship of the nation. He understood His mission. He had come first to|be
the Sufering Servant, and He knew that the people were inflammable,
aching for deliverance from the Roman conquerfws. much promotion of
His miracles might cause an uprising. He had to prevent an uprising so that
He might carry out His mission of dying for the world as thdeBinig
Servant. Jesus needed time to teach the people what true Messiahship|meant.
The people thought the Messiah was to overthrow the Roman conquerors
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and establish Israel as one of the great nations of the world. Jesus had|to
show that the Messiahkingdom was spiritual, not material; present and
future, not just present; permanent and eternal, not just mortal and temporal.

3. Jesus needed to teach humilkie refused to make a spectacle, to “be seen
of men” (v 19).

4. Jesus wished to give an example of the principle He had laid down: “When
you are persecuted in one place, flee to another” (Mt. 10:23).

AcTs02:23 THe DeaTH oF JESUSCHRIST

This man was handed over to you by Godét purpose an
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death
by nailing him to the @ss.Acts 02:23

This verse is saying a most significant thing. Jesus’ death was planned by God
due to mars wickednesssod planned Jesudéath, planned for Him to die upon
the cross, but He plannediiécause of mamwickedness$\ote two points.

1. Jesus was crucified and slain by wicked hands. Men are sinful, wicked,
depraved, and selfish.

=>They want to go their own way
=>They want to do their own thing.
=>They want to control their own lives.

Therefore, they rebel and fight against God, against surrendering to God,
against...

» following God's way
» doing Gods thing
« allowing God to control their lives

It was this corruptible nature of man that rebelled againstsGaah and
crucified Him.

2. The “setpurpose and foreknowledgé God” saved man. God knew man, what
was in man (see Jn. 2:23). He knew exactly what men would do to His
Son. He knew they would kill His Son. But in the counsel and advice of His
knowledge— in consideration of all the possibilitiesGod knew something
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else as well: the way of death, the way of the cross was the best way to|save
men.And being God, He was bound to choose the bestSefsod determined
to use the best way possible, the death of His Son to save the world.

John 03:14-16 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal

life. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Rom 5:6You see, at just the right time, when weevgtill powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly

Rom 5:8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we we
still sinners, Christ died for us.

-

Gal 1:4Who gave himself for our sins #scue us &m the pesent evil
age, accading to the will of our God and Father

Heb 9:28So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people;
and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to
those who a waiting for him.

1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thes&, so that we might
die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

3. The Scripture dealing with Gadlpurpose.
a. God's purpose concerns Christ.

Acts 2:23This man was handed over to you by Gt purpose and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by
nailing him to the arss.

Acts 4:28They did what your power and will had decided bstfiand
should happen.

b. God’s purpose concerns believers and salvation.

Acts 13:36For when David had seed Gods purpose in his own generation,
he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.

Heb 6:17Because God wanted to make the unchangingeafunis purpose
very clear to the heirs of what wasgonised, he confirmed it with an oath.
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Eph 1:11 In him we weg also chosen, having beeregestined accading
to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purppse
of his will.

c. God’s purpose concerns Gsgilan for the world.
Acts 20:27For | have not hesitated toqrlaim to you the whole will of God.
d. God’s purpose concerns those who reject Him.

Luke 7:30But the Pharisees and expem the law ejected God purpose
for themselves, because they had not been baptized byJohn.

II. Mark 08:32-33 Messiahship

The way of mars messiah. Note the woptkainly (parresia It means openly
unmistakablyfrankly, without hesitation (Mk. 8:31). Jesus literally indoctrinated

His disciples with the fact and meaning of His death. He talked about it so much
that it shook the apostles, so much so that they had Peter to confront Christ. Note
three points.

1. Natural man rejects GaalMessiah. He rebels at the idea of the cross. He wants
another way other than the cro$his is what Peter was doing: rebelling against
the idea thaGods Sonwas to die, that His blood was to be shed for the sins of
the world (1 Pet. 2:24). Peter could accept JestiseaSon of the living God,
but not as the Stdring Saviour Such an idea was repulsive and unacceptable
to him. Therefore, he tried to stop the idea. Peter did two things.

a. Petertook Him(proslabomengsThe Greek is strong. It meaocaught hold.
Peter took hold and grabbed Jesus. Peter bodily took Jesus aside for a
conference.

b. Peterbegan to ebukegepitimar] Him. This again is strong. It is not just a wish,
but a forcible attempt to stop the idea of thef&ufg Saviour: “This shall
never happen to you! (Mt 16:22)his must not and cannot happen to you.”
God forbidis the equivalent idea. Peter was out to stop the cross. He guag ur
Jesus to be the Messiah of poywfame, and sensation that the Jews were
expecting (Mk. 8:2:0:50; 8:30; Mt. I:l; 1:18; 3:1; 11:1-6; 11:2-3; Lk. 7:2123).
Peter was w@ing Jesus to follow his own human schemes instead oEGa@y/
And by such, he was tempting Jesus with the very same compromises that Satan
used to tempt Jesus, tt@mpromises of powgfame and sensatioiglt. 4:1-11).
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Peter was zealous for God, but He was mistaken and ignorant in his zeal. He did
not understand that God was planning to save the world through the death of
His Son (Mk. 8:31).

Petets behaviour is the way of the world. It is the natural, carnal, worldly mind.
Man just rebels and recoils against the idea of &g Saviour who dies for

the sins of the world, a Sefing Saviour who demands the same sacrifice and
denial of His followers. Such an idea is unacceptable and repulsive.

Thought 1.The natural mas’idea of God and of Galplan for man is seen in
three concepts.

1) Some think the path of life is an indulgent love. God is seen as a giving,
loving, indulgengrandfather typef person. He is seen as One who tolerates
(and rewards by accepting) even the worst behawmumatter how much
human suering and devastation is wrought by the hands of a pefson.
think of the cross and the blood of Christ as an emblem f&rsg is
repulsive.The cross is viewed only as an emblem of love, not of sin and
shameThe way of love is thought to be the path of life that man is to follow

2) Some think that comfort and pleasure are the path of life and @ag’
God again is viewed only as an indulggrandfather typeHis will for man
Is to havethe good lifeof things: comfort and pleasure, ease and pléeigith
and leisureAnd again the cross is only an emblem of love and care for the
world, not of sufering and sacrifice and seadenial. Its shame and pain and
agony and its purpose of reconciling a world lost in sin and depravity are denied.

Luke 8:14“The seed that fell among thorns stands for those whq batas
they go on their way theyearchoked by life’'worries, riches and pleases,
and they do not mater”

Luke 12:19°And I'll say to myself, “¥u have plenty of good things laid up for
many years. dke life easy; eat, drink and be met

1 Tim 5:6 But the widow who lives for pleasuis dead even while she lives.

2 Pet 2:13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done.
Their idea of pleaswr is to caouse in boad daylight. They @& blots and
blemishes,avelling in their pleaswas while they feast with you.

Isa 47:8-9“Now then, listen, you wantone&atuie, lounging in your security
and saying to yourself, ‘Il am, and tlees none besides me. | will never be a
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widow or suffer the loss of chilein.’Both of these will ovéake you in a moment,
on a single day: loss of chilen and widowhood. They will come upon you in
full measue, in spite of your many smries and all your potent spells.”

3) Some feel that triumph, victgrpower and reigning supreme are Geway
This was the idea of most Jews in Chsistay It was Petés concept of the
Messiah (Se€hrist, MessiahiMit. 1:18;Baptism of Jesus and John the Bapitist,
Mt. 3:11; Prophecy FulfilledMt. 11:5; Messiah and Judgemety. 11:6;
Jesus, No PublicifyMt. 12:16).Applying mans ideas to his emotional and
mental state of being, as well as to his physical and mabterral, is
revealing.The ideas show how some view the concep&atitimageSelf-
ImprovemenandPersonality Developmeas being God’ plan and path for
man.Again, the idea of stéring and sacrifice and saltnial is rejected.

Mat 20:25-27Jesus called them together and saidh¥know that theulers

of the Gentiles lat it over them, and their high officials egese authority over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to becosa¢ @mong you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave.”

John 5:44“How can you believe if you accept praiserfr one anotheyet
make no effdrto obtain the praise that comesim the only God.”

1 Cor 8:2The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he
ought to know

1 John 2:16For everything in the world- the cravings of sinful man, the lust
of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and -damsmes not &fm the
Father but fom the world.

Rev 3:17You say ‘Il am rich; | have acquied wealth and do not need a thing.’
But you do notealize that you a wretched, pitiful, pogrblind and naked.

Psa 49:12But man, despite his riches, does not eaghbe is like the beasts
that perish.

Prov 16:18Pride goes beferdestuction, a haughty spirit befera fall.

Prov 26:12Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?d lsemoe hope for a
fool than for him.

2. Natural man is of Sataihe literal meaning of the name SataAdwversay
(SeeSatan,Rev 12:9).Calling Peter “Satan” was stern, yet such sternness was
necessaryPeter was tempting Christ with the very same temptation Jesus had
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faced in the wilderness (Mt. 48)).All the world’s glory that could be His
flashed across His min@he loyalty and allegiance of men without the cross
was again being suggested to Him. How this must have cut the heart of Jesus!
This time the temptation was coming from one of His own discijje®n a

man refuses to accept Gsedlilan for life, he becomes an adversary to God. He
opposes Gogd'will. In essence the man says that he knows what is best: he is
wiserthan GodThink! When a man does not accept Goplan for life, the

crux of what he says to God is, “The cross is not neceskmysteath to save

the world is a useless plan. It is not needed.”

This is what Peter was doing and saying. He was opposing @lad for life,

that is, opposing the salvation of the world through the death of&auli.

Peter was saying that he was wiser than God. Note: Jesus abruptly turned to
Peter before Peter could say anything else and stopped him in his tracks. He
chaged Peter with being Satan, with being under the authority of Satan, with
speaking for Satan. He had become as Satan, an adversary agaisgti@od’
for His Son and for the salvation of the world.

Acts 13:10*You are a child of the devil and an enemy of gtl@ng that is
right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickeM\ll you never stop
perverting the right ways of the Ld®?”

John 8:44*You belong to your fathethe devil, and you want to e¢grout

your fathets desie. He was a mderer from the beginning, not holding to the
truth, for thee is no tuth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language,
for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

Eph 2:2In which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world
and of the uler of the kingdom of the athe spirit who is now at work in those
who ae disobedient.

1 John 3:10This is how we know who the chédrof God a& and who the
children of the devil @&: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of
God; nor is anyone who does not love histber

3. Natural man sets his mind on material things, not on the things offGed.
wordsyou do not have in min@u phroneismean to think, to mind. Peter did
not have his mind, his thinking, in line with Gedhind and thoughts.

His tastes were dérent from Gods tastes. Petexthoughts and tastes were
worldly and seHpleasing, not spiritual and not pséag to God. He was using
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human reasoning, not Ged’easoningThe death of God’Son by shedding His
blood for the sins of the world was distasteful to Péeinis mind such a
concept was unfit for God.

Note Jesusiords to Peter and how true they areotio not have the things
of God, but the things of menThe death of Jesus reveals nsantie nature, a
nature that uses natural and worldly reasoning instead of spiritual reasoning.

Rom 8:5-7Those who live accding to the sinful nat@ have their minds set

on what that natwe desies; but those who live in acatance with the Spirit
have their minds set on what the Spirit desirThe mind of sinful man is death,
but the mind contlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile
to God. It does not submit to Gedaw nor can it do so.

Eph 4:17So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Hpthat you must no longer
live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.

Phil 3:18-19For, as | have often told you beéoand now say again even with
tears, many live as enemies of thessrof Christ. Their destiny is dasttion,
their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on
earthly things.

Col 1:21-220nce you wer alienated fom God and werenemies in your
minds because of your evil behavidBut now he haseconciled you by
Christ’s physical body tlmugh death to @sent you holy in his sight, without
blemish and &e fom accusation.

Titus 1:157To the pue, all things ae pue, but to those who arcorupted and
do not believe, nothing is peirin fact, both their minds and consciences ar
corrupted.

Psa 94:1 TheLorp knows the thoughts of man; he knows that theyrle.

Jer 4:140 Jewusalem, wash the evildm your hearand be saved. How long
will you harbour wicked thoughts?

Thought 1.Jesus was tempted to bypass Gaull for His life. And note: the
temptation came from a discipl&e are often tempted to bypass Godlll, and
unfortunately the temptation often comes from friendsley may mean well;

they may want to save us from thefidiilt path of trouble, sorroyand trials.
Nevertheless, their suggestion to bypass the cross is not of God. It is of Satan.

Thought 2.Note Petées testimony after Jesuseath and resurrection.
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1 Pet 1:3-4Praise be to the God and Father of our ddesus Christ! In his
great mecy he has given us newthiinto a living hope tlough the esurection
of Jesus Christ &m the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish,
spoil or fade— kept in heaven for you.

1 Pet 1:18-19For you know that it was not with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you werredeemed &m the empty way of life handed down
to you fom your foefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb
without blemish or defect.

1 Pet 1:21Through him you believe in God, who raised hionfrthe dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and hopesan God.

1 Pet 2:24He himself ba our sins in his body on thee&, so that we might die
to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

1 Pet 4:1Theefore, since Christ suffed in his bodyarm yourselves also with
the same attitude, because he who has sdffier his body is done withnsilli

ReveLaTion 12: 09 &ran

The geat dragon was hurled down that ancient serpent called the
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astkg was hurled to th
earth, and his angels with hirRevelation 12:09

Satan is called “the great dragon...that ancient serpent.” His nameifet
He was probably one of the highest angels ever created by God, but he fell
because of selfishness and pride (Isa. 14:12; €m13:6; Rev12:34; 2 Cor
11:1315; 1 Pet. 5:8). He is “an angel of light” with such deceptive and seductive
power that even some ministers follow him, ministers who “masquerade as
servants of righteousness” (2 Ctit:14-15). Throughout Scripture Satan is
described as follows:

1. He is “the god of this world” who blinds meamminds (2 Cor4d:4).

2. He is “the prince of this world” (Jn. 12:31; 14:20; 1B:4nd “the ruler of
the kingdom of the air” (Eph. 2:2; 6:12).
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3. He is Satan, which means the adversary (1 Zht; Job 1:6; 2:56; Zec. 3l;
Mt. 4:10; Mk. |:13; Lk. 4:8; Jn. 13:2°Acts 5:3; 26:18; Rom. 16:20).

4. He is the devil, which means the slanderer (Mt. 4:1, 518l K 4:26, 13;
1 Pet. 5:8; Re\20:2).

5. He is the deceiver of the whole world (2 Ctir:3; Rev 12:9).

6. He is the tempter (Mt. 4:3;Th. 3:5).

7. He is the evil one (Mt. 6:13; 13:19, 38).

8. He is the father of lies (Jn. 8:44).

9. He is the accuser of our brothers (RE2:10).

10.He is a murderer (Jn. 8:44).

11.He is called Beelzebub (Mt. 12:24; Mk. 3:22; LR 15).

12.He is called Belial (2 Co6:15).

13.He is calledAbaddon (Rev9:11).

14.He is called the angel of tiAdyss or bottomless pit (Re9:11).

15.He is calledApollyon (Rev 9:11).

16.He is called the enemy (Mt. 13:39).

17.He is called the gates of Hades (hell) (Mt. 16:18).

18.He is called an enormous red dragon (Rev3).

19.He is called a lying spirit (1 Kng. 22:22).

20.He is called that ancient serpent (RE.9; 20:2; cp. Gen. 3:4, 14; 2 Cii:3).
21.He is called the dominion of darkness (Col. 1:13).

22.He called the prince of devils (Mt. 12:24).

23.He is called the ruler of this dark world (Eph. 6:12).

24.He is called the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient (Eph.

25.He is called the evil spirit (Mt. 12:43).

Satans purpose in making war against God is twofold.
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worship of the universe as possible (Isa. 14T2Ezk. 28:1-17). He goes
about this in three ways.

=> He opposes and disturbs Ge@ork in the world (Isa. 14:127: Ezk.
28:11-17; Job 1:6; 2:6; Mt. 4:10; Mk. [:13; Lk. 4:8; ReVvi2:7-9).

and rebel against Godnd when they do, God'’justice has to act and judge
people to the fate of their choice: that of living with Satan eternally (Mt.
12:2526; Jn. 13:3132).

2. Satans purpose is to hurt and cut the heart of Gdhy? Because God has

all he can to get back at Gakhe best way he can do this is to turn the hear

However Christ has broken Satampower by two acts (Jn. 12:32; 16:11;
8:44: Col. 2:15).

1. By never giving in to the dewd’'temptation (Mt. 4:111) and by never sinning
(2 Cor 5:21). Christ overcame sin. He was righteous: He was perfect.

2. By destroying the deva’ power of death. Christ was not held by physical
spiritual death (Heb. 2:125). He arose and ascended to Gajht hand.

It is for this reason that the Bible says “the one who is in you is greater t
the one who is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:4); and again. “If God is for us, who
can be against us?” (Rom. 8)31
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=> He discourages believers through various strategies (Lk. 22:31; Epii%):10

D

judged and condemned him for rebelling against Gbdrefore, Satan does

1. Satan$ purpose is power and worship, to receive as much of the power and

=> He arouses Gosgljustice against people by leading people to sin and to deny

IS

of people away from God and lead them to sin and to follow the way of evil.

or

han



