HE IS GIVENTHE NAME JESUS
Luke02:15-21

Introduction
The prophecy given by Jacob back in Genesis was now being fulfilled.

Gen 49:10The scepter will not depafrom Judah, nor theuter’s staff fom between
his feet, until he [the Messiah] comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the
nations is his.

1. Watch how the scepter of rule had departed from Judea. Judea was under the rule of
Rome, with Caesakugustus reigning as emper@yrenius was governor of Syria,
and Judea was included in the province of Syria. Herod was now the King of Judea.
An ursurpera foreign, alien powgnow ruled over Judea. Judea was no longer ruled
by one of its own princes; it was ruled by an Idumean prince, a descendant of Esau,
Herod the Great.

* The promised land was no longer in the hands of Israel; it was in the hands of a
heathen power

» The prince (ruler) was no longer appointed by God; he was empowered by Rome.

* The temple was no longer cared for by the prince of God; it was (misused) under
the authority of an ursurper

» The priests of God were no longer the ministers of God; they were the servants of
the secular world.

2. Note how clearly and how dramatically the prophecy was fulfilled: the scepter had
most definitely departed from Judea, and now it was time for Shiloh to éomiéle
would come. God destined His coming in the counsel and foreknowledge of His will.

The prophecy of Shiloe’coming was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was
Shiloh who was to come (Gen. 49:10). His coming into the world was surrounded
by the most unusual events.

I.  The excited shepherds seeking evidencel(§18).

Il. The awestricken, pondering mother.(19).

lll. The common, nomeligious shepherds worshipping GodZ0).
IV. The unusual naming of the child: named by God HimselZ{v

l. Luke 02:15-18 The Exited Shepherds
There were the excited shepherds seeking evidence. Note their excitement.

1. They decided immediately to visit. “They [the shepbgsaid to one anothdet’s go'....
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2. Theyrushedo see for themselveShere is a sense of extremgemcy in these words.
They acted with haste, rushed, hurri€dey felt an ugency to act and to act now
They wasted no timd@hey found the baby just as the angel had said.

3. They shared the messagéey first experienced seeing the child themselves, then
they shared their experience wherever they widrgy were the first to bear witness to
the Savior of the world.

4. They caused a stir among the people. Note that nothing is said about these hearers
seeking out the child-hey only wondered about what they heard; they never
responded and never moved to find Him for themselves.

Il. Luke 02:19 Mary— Symbol of Humility and Tust

There was the awstricken, pondering motheérhis is a beautiful picture of a humble,
trusting heart. Mary had been told that her child was of God, truly of Axade all

others she knew that the Messiah, the very Son of God, had now come. She had been
through so much: pregnant, yet unmarried; the possibility of being found out and rumours
heaped upon rumours; the discussions with Joseph and with her parents; the long trip
from Nazareth; the exhaustion of giving birth without help in a smelly stable; the visit of
some rougkhewn shepherds with an amazing story of the heavenly hosts proclaiming the
praises of God.

Mary was tired, as weary and exhausted as a person could be. So much had happened, anc
she was at the very centre of it all. No one could even begin to know the thoughts that had
filled her mind for nine months, nor could anyone know the feelings and emotions of the
experienceThe wonderthe amazement, the astounding reality was too much to talk

aboutAll she could do was continue in the humble sweetness that had so characterized

her over the past months. She merely bowed once adgaimmhble adoratiorio God and

quietly entustedall these things into Goslkeeping. She said nothing, only pondered in

her heart what was happening.

I1l. Luke 0220 The Messenger Shepherds

There were the common, noaligious shepherds worshipping God.

1. The shepherds had spread the message, and the shocking fact is that the shepherds
alone are seen praising God. No one else is seen seeking or praising the Saviour

2. The shepherds were praising God for what theyheat andseenGod had spoken
to them and they had received the messHgey obeyed God’instructions to seek
out the Messiah; therefore, they had been privileged to see the Mésswlinad
reason to praise God. (How many hear and see, yet never respond and never praise God?)
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Jer 29:11-13“For | know the plans | have for you,” decles theLorp, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a fiitven you will
call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to ymuwill seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

IV. Luke 02:21 Naming of Jesus Christ
There was the unusual naming of the chillde child was named by God Himself.
1. The child Jesus was named by God before He was conceived in the womb (Lk. :31).

2. The name Jesus (iesous) means Saviour or He will Saed-Hdebrew form of the
name is Joshua (yasha), which me#atsovah is salvatioar He is the SaviouiThe
idea is that of deliverance, of being saved from some terrible disaster that leads to
destruction (see Jn. 3:16). (See Lk. 9:23; Rom. 8:3; Gal. 1: 4, Held&:1425.)

1 Tim 2:3-6 This is good, and pleases God our Saviadro wants all men to be

saved and to come to a knowledge of ththtrFor thee is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all
men - the testimony given in itoper time.

Titus 3:4-7But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour apdehe saved
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because ofdyisHeeyaved
us thiough the washing o&birth and enewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he pedrout
on us genausly though Jesus Christ our Savigsp that, having been justified by
his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

3. There was the ceremony of circumcision. (8geumcisionPhil. 03:03) i

PHiLIPPIANS 03:03 GRrcuMCISION

Before Christ, circumcision was the physical sign that a man was a follower of the
true God. It was the sign that a man believed the promises that God had made ¢
Abraham and Israel (see Gen. 1714) Rom. 4:1). God never intended
circumcision to have any value other than being a sign. It was not to bring
righteousness to any mannot even té#Abraham (Rom. 4:40). It was given only as
a sign— a sign of the faith that a man already had in &pdomises. Righteousness
was imputed to the man because he believedsGwdmises; then the man was
circumcised as a sign of his faith in God (see Roni)4:1

O

However many abused Gaslpurpose for circumcision.

1. Some made circumcision a substitute for true righteousfi@san was thought to
be safe and secure in the arms of God if he was circumcised. Believing God [and
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loving men had little to do with being a child of God. Manyturthe
circumcision of a pure heart and became Jews of the circumcision in name only
Circumcision became merely an external and physical sign.

2. Some used circumcision as a way to divide and categorize people.

A great wall of division was thrown up around the uncircumcised\@p.10:1;
1 Sam.17:26, 36; 2 Sam. 1:28hy man who was uncircumcised was thought to
be cut offandfar off, not only from those thought to be the people of God (the
Jews and theircumcised) but from God Himself. (Saets 10:233.)An

uncircumcised man was looked upon with bitter contempt. In the mind of the Jew
God was thought to love only Israel, despising and rejecting all other people (the
Gentile nations).

3. God has done away with circumcision as a sign of righteousness since Christ has
come (Gal. 5:6; 6:15; Col. Z). Righteousness is now of the heart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter of rules and regulations (see Rom:-202%:812, 2325).
The truly righteous man is the man who is Gagkvardly — the man whose
spirit has beenecreatedinto the very nature of God. Gedvery own righteous
nature is implanted into the very nature of man when beris again A man
born againby the Spirit of God is God“new creation” (Jn. 3:3f; 1 Pet. 1:20; 2
Pet. I:4).0
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