JESUSTHE LAMB OF GOD,
THE SON OF GQOD:
THE THIRD WITNESS OF JOHN'HE BAPTIST
JoHn 01:29-34

Introduction

Johns witness about Jesus Christ is one of the greatest witnesses ever given by man. John
was unmistakable in His proclamation of the Lord Jesus Christ (Lk-19)18

|. Christ is the Lamb of God (29).

Il. Christ is the Preeminent One (\80-31).

lll. Christ is the Messiah, the One upon whom the Spirit of God remaineg88).
IV. Christ is the Son of God.(34).

I. John 01:29 Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God

Jesus Christ is the “Lamb of God”. Down through the centutiesllamb of Gaothas
been one of the most cherished symbols of Jesus Christ held by belibesesare four
reasons for this.

1. The Lamb is a picture of Christ our Passover who was sacrificed for us.

1 Cor 5:7Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without-esst/ou
really ate. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

Historically, the Passover refers back to the time when God delivered Israel from
Egyptian bondage (Exol1lf). God had pronounced judgment, the taking of the
firstborn, upon the people of Egypt for their injustid®s He prepared to execute the

final judgment, the faithful- those who believed Ged were instructed to slay a pure
lamb and sprinkle its blood over the door posts of their hoffesblood of the

innocent lamb would then serve as a sign that the coming judgment had already been
carried outWhen seeing the blood, God wouldss ovethat houseThose who

believed God applied the blood to their homes and were saved, but those who did not
believe did not apply the blood to their homes and their firstborn were destroyed.

Symbolically the Passover pictured the coming of Jesus Christ as the Saneur

lamb without defeqgpictured His sinless life (cp. Jn. 1:29; Exo. 12:5), andlhed
sprinkled on the door ptspictured His blood shed or poured out for the belidiver
was a sign that the life and blood of the innocent lamb had been substituted for the
firstborn. Theeating of the lamlipictured the need for spiritual nourishment gained by
feeding on Christ, the Bread of LifEhe unleavened bread (bread without yeast)
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pictured the need for putting evil out of améfe and household. (Séeast of
Unleavened Brad,Mt. 26:17.)

The major point to note is this: it was the blood of the lamb that saved the géwple.

lamb was sacrificed; that is, its blood was shed or poured out as a substitute for the
people.The lamb symbolized Christ our Passover who was sacrificed for us. If we
believe and apply His blood to our hearts and homes, He saves us. If we do not believe
and do not apply the blood to our hearts and homes, we are destroyed. It is the Lamb
of God who was sacrificed for us; it is His blood which saves us.

2. The Lamb is a picture of the precious blood of Christ which redeems us.

1 Pet 1:18-19%or you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wex redeemed &m the empty way of life handed down to yomfyour
forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

Historically, two lambs were sacrificed “regularly each dayne in the morning and
the other at twilight” (Exo. 29: 389). The sacrifice of the two lambs, the shedding
of their precious blood, became a substitute for the pebDpéepeople knew their sins
had separated them from God and that their sins had to be removed before they could
be reconciled to God'hus, symbolicallythe sins of the people were removed from
the people and placed upon the two animigie animals, without defect and without
spot, had the sins of the people placed upon them; and symbotizeylyoore the
judgment of sin, which was deaffhey were sacrificed for sin, and by their death,
they symbolically set the people free by redeeming them from their sins. (But note a
critical point. It was not the deed that caused God to remove the sins, faititioé

the person in GodWordthat He would emove the sins

This, of course, is a picture of Christ. (See Isa&33ér 1:19; Acts 8:32; 1 Cor 5:7;
Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 2:224 ; Rev 5:6; 6:1; 7:9; 121113:8; 14:1; 15:3; 17:14; 19:9 21:22.)
Jesus Christ is..

» the perfect Lamb of God, without sin (defect or spot).

» the One upon whom the sins of the people were placed.

* the One who bore the judgment for sin, which was death.

» the One who was sacrificed for sin.

» the One whose death sets people free by redeeming them.

» the One whose blood is counted precious both by God and believers.

It should be noted that Christ willinglyfefed Himself as the sacrificial Lamb, as our

substitute and sthearer; and God willingly accepted théeoing and sacrifice of His
Son for us (Jn. 10:118). God issatisfiedwith the settlement for sin that Christ made.
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If any person really believes the blood of Christ to be precioslly believes that
the blood of Christ covers his sirsGod will take that persos’belief and count it as
righteousnesd hat person is counted righteous by God Sesslitedand
Justification,Rom. 4:22).

3. The “Lamb of God” is not of men, but of Gaw Theoy. The idea is that the Lamb
belonged to God; that is, God gave, supplied, and provided the Lamb for sacrifice.
(Gen 22:8 where God provided the lambAbraham as a substitute for Isaac.)

This glorious truth speaks volumes on...
» the unbelievable love of God for man (Jn 3:16; Rom 5:1).
» the great sacrifice and humiliation Christ underwent for man (Phi; Z26et. 2:24)

» the fogiveness of sins and salvation which came from &gdice and not from
man’s resources and works (Eph.-B28Tit. 2:4-7).

» the divinity of Christ, His beingf God
4. The “Lamb of God” takes away the sin of the world.

a. The phras¢akes awayairon) means to lift awagyto carry of. It means to bear on
behalf of one, as oresubstitute. Jesus Christ was the sacrificial Lamb of God who

bore our sins. He lifted our sind of us and bore and carried them away

| Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thee#, so that we might die to sins
and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

Heb 9:28So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he
will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who ar

waiting for him.

b. The wordsin (harmartiai is singulay not plural All the sins of the world are taken and
placed into one packagEhe whole package of sin all the sin of every man who has
ever lived— was laid upon and borne by Christ.

1 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one anotherand the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies as fall sin.

c. The world is looked at as a whole. Christ bore the sins of the whole world, not the sins
of just some men. No matter the depth and ugliness of & mianChrist bore the
sins of the whole world.

1 John 2:1-2My dear childen, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our deflases

Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
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MaTHEW 26:17 FeAsT oF UNLEAVENED BREAD

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavenedds, the disciples came t
Jesus and asked, “Wheedo you want us to makeeparations for you to
eat the PassoverMathew 26:17

This feast is also known as the Passover Feast (se23:88; Lk. 22:1). However
on the first day of the Passover week, the Feast of Unleavened Bread had speci

al

significance. It was the day that all preparations were made to celebrate the Passover

(Exo. 12:151, esp. 1-28 for the background of the PassoyvBreparations included
securing the lamb and taking it to the temple to be sacrificed. Preparations also

included securing the food and drink items necessary for the Passover and arranging

the room for the Feast. But there were two preparations for which the Feast of
Unleavened Bread received its name.

1. There was the baking of unleavened bread. On the very night of the PaGsml/er

had told Israel to make final preparations for being delivered from Egyptian
bondage. But the Israelites did not have time to bake leavened Bnegdad to

bake bread without leaven because of the time it takes for leavened bread to rise.
The Feast of Unleavened Bread was simply one of the Passover ceremonies by

which Israel remembered Gaedjlorious deliverance of their forefathers from
Egyptian bondage.

2. There was a ceremony by which all leaven within the house had to be remov
must be remembered that leaven was a symbol of evil to theTlesvefore, in
removing all leaven, they were picturing the need for putting evil out of their |
and household3here was an actual search made throughout the rooms of th
house looking for any crumb of leaven that might have fallen upon the floor 0
between some furniturg/hatever leaven was found, no matter how small a
crumb, it was removed from the house. By removing all leaven from their
households, the Jews were saying they wanted to be included among the fait

ed. It
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of their forefathers, the faithful who had cleansed their lives and households for

the journey of deliverance from bondage.

Romans 04: 22 @eDpITED — IMPUTED (ELOGISTHE)

Credited means to reckon, to impute, to credit, to count, to compute, to ascribe, 10

deposit, to put to ong’accountAbrahams faith was counted for righteousness.
Abraham deposited his faith with God, and God credita@hams faith as
righteousnesso
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Romans 04:22
JusTiFIcATION: FAITH, RGHTEOUSNESS

[ This is why “it is cedited to him as righteousnessRomans 04:22 }

In simple termgustification means that God takes the beliégdaith and counts it as
righteousness (Rom. 4:3; see Gen. 15:6)

When a persoreally believeshat Jesus Christ lgs SaviourGod takes that persan’
faith and counts it for righteousness (Rom. 4:3, 51922, 24)The person is not
righteous; he has no righteousness of his own. He is still imperfect, still sinful, stil
corruptible, still short of God’glory as a sinful human being. But he does believe that
Jesus Chrigs his SaviourSuch belief honours GalSon (whom God loves very
much), and because it honours Go8bn, God accepts that persofiaith for
righteousness. God counts that persdaith as righteousneskherefore, that person
becomes acceptable to Gédpersorns belief— the right kind of beliet is critical.

Gen 15:6Abram believed theorp, and he cedited it to him as righteousness.

Rom 5:1Thelefore, since we have been justifiedailngh faith, we have peace
with God though our Lod Jesus Christ.

Gal 3:6 ConsiderAbraham: “He believed God, and it wasedited to him as
righteousness.”

1 Cor 6:11 And that is what some of you weBut you wexr washed, you wer
sanctified, you werjustified in the name of the ldbdesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.

Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the lawbut that which is tlough faith in Christ- the righteousness that
comes fom God and is by faithg

Il. John 01:30-31 Jesus Christ, the Preeminent One
Jesus Christ is the Preeminent One Qne befoe all. Note what John said (Jn. 1:15).

1. John said that Christ “was before me”; that is, He existed before me. He was the
Preexistent One, the Eternal God. John said very simply

» Jesus was born “after me” (6 months after).
* But He has “surpassed me” (mightier; more important in being, rank, and dignity).

 Why? Because “He was before me.”
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The wordsbecause He was betome(hoti protos mou enliterally mearfirst to meor

first of me.lt refers both to time and importance. Jesus Christ was first in time,
existing before John. He existed “in the beginnirghroughout all eternityJohn
proclaimed, “He was before me”. He always existed; He was the First; He was the
very cause for Johs'existence. John also declared that Jesus was first in importance.
He was first in superiorifyBeing, Person. His very name is the First and the Last, the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.

Isa 44:6“This is what the_orp says— Israel’s King and RedeemehelLorp
Almighty: | am the first and | am the last; ap&ilom me thex is no God.”

Rev 22:13 am theAlpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End. (see Rel:8; 21:6; Isa. 44:6)

2. John did not know who the Messiah would be, only that the Messiah was to come.
Note that John knew Jesus personally; they were cousins (Lk.1:36). Hpdavedid
not know that his cousin, Jesus, was to be the Messiah. Note another fact: how faithful
John was! He was a man of strong faith. He had never seen the Messiah, yet he went
about his mission of preaching and baptizing. He acted ors@fmid and on God’
Word alone, believing that the Messiah would come.

Thought 1.Christ is the Preeminent One, the Eternal God. Believers must follow the
example of John and....

» declare that Christ is before all.

* Dbelieve Gods promise: the Messiah has come.

* act, and get about their mission of proclaiming Christ.

l1l.  John 01:32—-33 The Holy Spirit

Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the One upon whom the Holy Spirit of God remained. Note
several facts.

1. This is thetestimonythe strong witness of John.

2. The dove was a sacred bird to the Jews. It was a symbol of peace and gentleness, of
purity and innocence; but even more significant, the dove was often identified with the
Spirit of God.When the dove descended upon Christ, it symbolized the Spirit of God
Himself descending upon Chri3the dove identified Jesus as the Messiah,
commissioning and empowering Him with the power of God.

Jesus was being commissioned and set apart by heaven itself. God was giving His Son
an experience that would make the commissioning unquestionable angktmafue.

This man, Jesus of Nazareth, was being empowered by @&y’ own Spirit to do

the work of God.
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Thought 1.Every true believer is commissioned and empowered by God to do the
work of God. Some commissioning experiences are dramatic (the heavens are torn
apart); other experiences are not so dramatic (the still small voice of Spidt tugs

at the heart with an awareness that one is called). Nevertheless, every true believer is
commissioned and empowered by Gofpirit.

Theawarenes®of the commission and powdroweveyis a diferent matteiVery
many are not aware of Gadcommission and of the Spisipresence withinWhat
makes the ditrence? he first two points: ong’decision and submission, axne’
beginning and identificatiod.oo many of us lack a consistent commitment in both
stepsAs a result, we wander through life unaware of G@dmmission and the
presence of the Spirit of God empowering us to do the task.

=> Too many of us do not make a decision to follow Christ totally; we do not surrender all
we are and have to ChriStherefore, we are not aware of the great call and
commission of Christ.

=> Too many of us do not begin with Christ; we just never identify with Mdéamay be
baptized, but we never follow through with Chrighe world never knows that we are
followers of Christ, not a committed, genuine follower

John 15:16“You did not choose me. but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear
fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”

Acts 1:8“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samatria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 26:16'Now get up and stand on your feet. | have appé&o you to appoint you
as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what | will show you.’

3. Inthe OldTestament the Spirit of God came upon men only on special occasions. He
never came and remained upon men. John went out of his way to point out that the
Spirit's descent upon Christ was unique: He came dowd2jvand He remained upon
Christ (v 32).The Holy Spirit entered the life of Christ onfmg-all, permanently and
powerfully, in His full manifestation and unlimited power

Thought 1.When a person is baptized by the Holy Spirit into Christ, the Holy Spirit
enters the life of the believer and becomes a permanent experience of the.believer

John 16:7“But | tell you the tuth: It is for your good that | am going awaynless |
go awaythe Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, | will send him to you.”

Rom 8:9-10You, howeverare contolled not by the sinful natarbut by the Spirit, if

the Spirit of God lives in yond if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your
spirit is alive because of righteousness.
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1 Cor 12:13For we wee all baptized by one Spirit into one bedyvhether Jews or
Greeks, slave ordée— and we wez all given the one Spirit to drink.

4. John repeated he did not know who the Messiah would bes Gigai to John was the
Holy Spirit coming upon the Messiah in the form of a dove.

5. Christ is the One who baptizes believers with the Holy Spirit.

Thought 1 It is the person who receives the Spirit of God that has the presence and
care of God in his lifeThe greatest help the believers are to receive is the very
presence of God Himself in the Person of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 12B815Sed”entacost,
Coming of the Holy Spiricts 02:0104).

AcTts 02:01—-04
PenTECOST CoMING OF THE HoLY SPIRIT

The disciples had been deliberately prepared for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Throughout the Bible the revelation of the Spirit had been step by step, that is,
progressive. Prophecy shows this clearly

1. Joel prophesied, “And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people....” (Jogl
2:2829).

2. John the Baptist said, “I baptize with watieut He shall baptize with [en, in] the
Holy Spirit” (Mt. 3:11; Lk. 3:16).

3. Inthe early part of Jesusiinistry, He had said that believers were to be “born
again...[by] the Spirit” (In. 3:34; see 1 Jn. 5:1).

4. During His ministry Jesus taught that men were to receive the Holy Spirit by
prayer (Lk. 1:13).

5. Inthe Upper Room, Jesus identified the Holy Spirit as a Person (Jn-26);15
and He outlined the work of the Spirit with both unbelievers and believers (Jn.
16:7-15). Significantly He revealed that He was praying to the Father for the
Comforter to come and abide with the disciples (Jn. 147)6

6. After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus appeared to His disciples in the Upper
Room.There He symbolically breathed on them, saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit”
(In. 20:22). But He insisted they not begin their ministry until they experienced
the Spirit actually coming upon them with power (Lk. 24 4&s 1:8).

7. Right before Jesus was to ascend into heaven, He said, “John baptized with water
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5).
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8.

There are two events of the Holy Spgi€oming that seem to hold historical
significanceThese two particular events are vergry special to the church, for both
Jewish and Gentile believers were clearly seen to be irs@Gadorical plan. Both
Jew and Gentile were baptized by the Holy Spirit, that is, placed into the body of
Christ, His Church.

1.

a.

Note two other facts:
1.
2.

Then, ten days after Jesascension and after much praybe Holy Spirit came
upon and filled the whole body of believers at Pentecost (Aci4)2:1

At Pentecost: the disciples were “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4).

This was in fulfilment of the prophecy by Joghe Spirit wagpoured outupon
the believers (Acts 2:16).

This was in fulfilment of the prophesies by Jesus and JdtenSpiritbaptized,
that is, immersed the believers with His own presence (Acts 1:5;-48;48ke
11:1516, esp. 16).

At Cornelius’ house: the Holy Spirit “came on”, had been “pongt] and was
“received” by the Gentile believers (Acts 10:44).

Peter said to the Jews who came with him, “They have received the Holy Spi
just as we have.{Acts 10:47).

Peter reported the event to the Jerusalem Church: “As | began to speak, the
Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the begiiihieg.| remembered
what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with wabet you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.’(Acts 1:1516)

Peter used the experience to support Paul before the great Jerusalem Council:

Acts 15:8God, who knows the haashowed that he accepted them by giving ti
Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us.

In all three instances the idea conveyed is that of an event judtdik@wn
experience. It is as though Peter pointed to a Gentile Pentecost or at least ar
extension of PentecostActs 2 to include the Gentiles.

At Pentecost, the account uses the wibletl, notbaptized.

At Cornelius’house, the account says the Holy Spaiine onhad beempoured
out, andreceivedBut in reporting the experience to the Jerusalem Church, Pe
used the wordbaptizedHe said the Gentile believers were “baptized with the

rit

Holy

—

e

I
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Holy Spirit” (Acts 11:16) “as he had come on us at the beginning” (Acts 11:15)|
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This clearly says that although the waptizeds not used in the Pentecost
experience, the disciples were baptized or immersed with the Spresence at
PentecostThe worddilled, receivedpoured, baptizedandcame orare all used
interchangeablyo describe the Spirg’presence coming into a belie\sdife. (If
believers would heed this, it would eliminate many of tigeiarents that arise
over terminology)

Other than these two everitsts records only four other times that the Holy Spirit
came upon believers.

1. Alittle prayer band in Jerusalem was “filled” with the Holy Spirit (aets 4:8).
2. The Samaritans (halfews, halHGentiles) “received the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:41%).
3. Paul was “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:17).

4. The disciples of John experienced “the Holy Spirit came on them” (Acts 19:6).

One other fact is important. Other than Pentecost and Cornelius’ house, thmptore
is used in connection with the Holy Spirit only once in the rest of theTéstament.

That one reference is 1 Ca2:13: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one
body” That is, the Holy Spirit takes all believers and baptizes or immerses, places,
and positions them into the body of Ch#isinto the church, the universal church.

In conclusion, what does all this mean?

1. When a man grasps the gospel and believes, really believes, the Holy Spirit enters
his life. Hecomes upon, falls upon, pours, filaptizegimmerses) Himself into
the life of the believeThis is a personaxperienceThis act of the Spirit takes
place in the life of the believeFhe believeexperienceshe Spirit coming into
his life. The believer receives the Speitperientially

2. When a man grasps the gospel and believes, really believes, the Holy Spirit takes
him andbaptizesor immerses, and places him into the body of Christ, which is
God’s ChurchThe believer does not feel or experience this act. It is an act of God
that takes place in heavéhe believer i€ountedas a child of God. He is
countedas a member of the baadyf the churchThis is aposition not an
experience, which the believer feels. It happens-tmeall. The believer is
adopted as a child of Gedirrevocably It is an eterngbosition,an eternal sonship.
The believer becomes a member of Gddhurch— positionally (1 Car12:13).

3. After a man is saved, he is to be filled and to keep on being “filled with the Spirit”
— day by day (Eph. 5:18; see Jn. 14:21, the word “manif@3td.early believers
were continually filled (Acts 4:8, 311
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I\VV. John 01: 34 Jesus Christ, the Son of God
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

What did John mean by “the Son of God"? Note the definite article. Christ is the Son, not
a son of God. He is...

* theonly Son
* theone and onhBon

» the one and only Son who came from the \@dgof God, that is, from the
deepest part, from the most intimate place, from the most honourable fellowship
of God.

Christ was coexistent. He was and is fa@éace with God foreveiThe wordwith

(pros) has the idea of bolleing withandacting towad. Jesus Christ (th&/ord) was

both with God and acting with God. He was “with God”: by Gagltle, acting, living,

and moving in the closest of relationships. Christ had the ideal and perfect relationship
with God the FatheiTheir life together their relationship, communion, fellowship,

and connectior- was a perfect eternal bonbhis is exactly what is saitiHe was with

God in the beginnirig(Jn. 1:2).

1 John 1:1That which was &m the beginning, which we have retaxhich we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have teuithedve
proclaim concerning the 9d of life. i
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