THE GREA PROOF OF SAYATION
2 FETEr 01:16-21

Introduction

How do we know that we can really be savédat the glorious gospel of salvation is true?
How do we know that Jesus Christ is really the Son of God, the Messiah and Saviour of
the world?This is the subject of this great passaghe great poof of salvation.

I.  The great truth: salvation is not a fable; it is the power and coming of Chi€)(v

ll. The first proof of salvation: the great eyewitness account of Ghmstjesty and
transfiguration (vv16-18).

lll. The second proof of salvation: Scriptaréhe more certain account of prophecy or
Scripture (vw1921).

|. 2 Peter 0116 Salvation, the Power and Coming of Christ

There is the great truth salvation is not a fable; it is the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

1. The wordstoriesis calleda cleverly invented stgrThe gospel of salvation is not a
story, not a fable, not some fictitious creation of nsamind. It is not an invention of
man’s imagination. It has not been thought up in order to give man more...

* peace e goodness e security
* righteousness <« love * justice
s joy o life e morality

Man has created great value systems, religions and laws to meet his need for peace,
security hope and life. Some persons even declare that science and technology
education and social services are the answer to meeting neadsThey think

through the problems of life, and with great creative imagination they work out how
technology and education can meet these nébdy.then put their thoughts in

writing and declare to the world that the salvation of man is found in technology and
educationThey declare that the needs of man for peace, security and life are found in
the works of mars own hands...

* in human religion and value systems
* in human laws and good behaviour
* in science and technology

* in education and social services

But note: there is one terrible flaw in all this. Nothing on this earth is permanent;
nothing lasts, not beyond this lifEhe cry of mars heart is for life, for fullness of life,




The Great Proof of Salvation

for completeness, fulfilment and satisfaction. Man longs for life, for more and more

life, for security hope, assurance and peace. Man cries out for an abundance of life
both now and in the future, life in this world and in the next world. In addition to the

cry for life, man has a spiritual sense of God and of living forelkemeed to worship

God and to live with Him foreveBut man dies and leaves this world. If he depends
upon his own maimade diorts to meet his needs, then hikds die when he dies.

Why? Because no man can give him life beyond the grave. He depended upon his own
mind and hands to make him secure in the future and in the hereafttehen his

mind and hands died, they were dead. His mind and hands could not deliver him; they
were lifeless and powerless.

This means something: all the rarade efiorts to save man, all the creations of

man’s mind and hands that claim to be the salvation of+mtoey are all fabrications

of the human mindl'hey are the realeverly invented storie$hey may be helpful to

man; they may meet some needs to some degree. In fact, all great thoughts and acts of
men do help to some degree. But no thought of man and no act of man can meet the
needs of mamot perfectly and not eternallifor all men die. In just a few short years
there will not be a single person alive who is living upon the earth tecd a single
personWe shall all be gone forevarever to return. No matter how great a thought

we think and no matter how great a human salvation we make with our hands, we shall
be gone forevelf we are going to meet our needs for life, if we are going to live
abundantly both now and in the other world (heaven), then God Himself has to show
us how to live and how to get into the other world. God Himself has to show us how to
please Him so that He will take us there.

Note: if there is a God in another world, in a spiritual dimension, who has made us and
the world, then He is interested in our getting to where He is. He is interested in our
living with Him. There is too much good and love within the world and too much
longing for Him and for life eternal within us for God not to loveArd this is the

glorious gospel: God does love us. He has not left us in the dark to grope and grasp
after Him. He has revealed Himself and shown us how to reach and please Him. He
has shown us how to be acceptable to Him and to receive eternBhéfgospel of
salvation is not a fable; it is not a cleverly invented story of snamagination that
deceives people. It is the truth that God loves us and has provided a way for us to be
saved, a way for us to have peace and life now while on this earth and eternally when
we enter the next world.

Mat 7:15“Watch out for false mphets. They come to you in sheefwthing, but inwatly
they ae feocious wolves.”

2 Cor 11:13-15For such men arfalse apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as
apostles of ChristAnd no wonderfor Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.
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It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their
end will be what their actions deserve.

Gal 1:6-101 am astonished that youeaso quickly des@ng the one who called you by
the grace of Christ and arturning to a diffeent gospelr which is eally no gospel at
all. Evidently some peopleathiowing you into confusion andetrying to pevert

the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angahfheaven should gach a gospel
other than the one wegmiched to you, let him be eternally condem#iedive have
already said, so now | say again: If anybody isgmhing to you a gospel other than
what you accepted, let him be eternally condemAed! now tying to win the

approval of men, or of God? Or am ling to please men? If | weestill trying to
please men, | would not be a servant of Christ.

Phil 3:18-19For, as | have often told you bedoand now say again even with tears,
many live as enemies of th@ss of Christ. Their destiny is dasttion, their god is
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.

1 Tim 1:4 Nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These
promote contoversies rather than Gaglwork— which is by faith.

1 Tim 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.

1 Tim 4:7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wiadss; rathertrain
yourself to be godly

Titus 1:14And will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to tbexmands of those
who reject the tuth.

2 Pet 1:16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the
power and coming of our LdrJesus Christ, but we weeeyewitnesses of his majesty

2 Pet 2:1-3But thee wee also false mphets among the people, just as ¢heill be

false teachers among you. They will sélgrintroduce destictive heesies, even denying

the sovegign Lod who bought them bringing swift destiction on themselveslany

will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way afttr into disepute. In their

greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation
has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.

1 John 4:1-3Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they a from God, because many falseginets have gone out into the world.
This is how you carecognize the Spirit of God: Ewespirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come in the fleshasfrGod, but evgrspirit that does not
acknowledge Jesus is nabdiin God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have
head is coming and even now isedidy in the world.
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2.

a.

Salvation is the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Chivisat does this mean?

First, it means the first coming of Jesus Christ. God has not left man in the dark to
seek and search for peace and-ifto see if there is such a thing as absolute peace of
heart and such a thing as real bigh now and hereafte®nly aGod of hatevould

leave man in the dark to grasp and grasp after the truth within a corruptible world.
But this is not God, not the true and living God. God is love and He cares deeply for man.
How do we know this? By Jesus Christ. By the paamel coming of Jesus Christ into this
world. God loves man so much that He has sent His own Son into the world to save
man.And note this:

The fact that God sent Christ into the world to save us means that God loves us, and
God has the power to save us. God loves us enough and has enough power to give us
peace and life both now and eternalllge power and coming of Jesus Christ into the
world proves this.

John 3:16-17“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the wooldghmhim.”

John 5:24“ tell you the truth, whoever hears my wband believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he hass®d over &m death to life.”

John 10:10“The thief comes only to steal and kill and degtrl have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Rom 8:3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful
nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.
And so he condemned sin in sinful man.

Gal 4:4-7But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law to redeem those under lathat we mighteceive the full rights of sons.
Because you arsons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into ourtsetlre Spirit who

calls out, “Abba, Fathet So you ae no longer a slave, but a son; and since ya&uaar

son, God has made you also an heir

1 Tim 3:16 Beyond all question, the mystaf godliness is gat: He appead in a
body was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, waelped among the
nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up iryglor

Heb 2:14-15Since the childn have flesh and blood, he too gdain their humanity
so that by his death he might desthim who holds the power of deathhat is, the
devil— and fiee those who all their lives veeheld in slaver by their fear of death.

1 John 4:2-3This is how you carecognize the Spirit of God: Eyespirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the fleskmsGiod, but everspirit that
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does not acknowledge Jesus is notrfiGod. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which
you have heakis coming and even now iseddy in the world.

b. Second, it means the second coming of Christ. God is going to reveal His love and
power again; God is going to prove His power to give us peace and life by sending
Christ back to earth. Jesus Christ is going to come again just as He came before. Note
the verse: this is not a “cleverly invented stottye power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” God has the power to bring peace to this earth, and He is going to
personally come to earth to bring peace to it. He is coming again in the person of His
Son Jesus Christ.

John 14:2-3“In my Fathers house a many ooms; if it wee not so, | would have
told you. | am going therto pepate a place for youAnd if | go and pepase a place
for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may kehahet

Mat 24:27“For as lightning that comes &m the east is visible even in the west, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man.”

1 Th 4:16-18For the Lod himself will come downdm heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of thechangel and with the aimpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise firstAfter that, we who a&rstill alive and ae left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the ibdhe air And so we will
be with the Lad forever Theefore encourage each other with these dgor

Titus 2:12-13lIt teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-contolled, upright and godly lives in thisgsent age, while we wait for the
blessed hope- the glorious appearing of our gat God and Savioudesus Christ.

Heb 9:28So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he
will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who ar
waiting for him.

James 5:8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the’s@moming is near

Il. 2 Peter 0116-18 Proof of Salvation: Jesus Chri& Deity

There is the first proof of salvation, the great eyewitness account of €hmegestyThe

word “majesty” (egaleiotesmeans the majesty of God, ttheine natue of God

(Michael GreenThe Second Epistle of Peter and The Epistle of JUidhe. Tyndale New
Testament Commentaries,” p. 83). It means thatajesty and glor of God filled and
surrounded Christ when He walked upon edrtie early disciples and believers knew

that Jesus Christ was the Saviour of men because they saw the majesty and glory of God
in His life and works. Jesus Christ went to great pains to reveal the majesty and glory of
God; He proved time and again that He was the Son of God.
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Now note verses 1I8: there was one event where the majesty and glory of God was
allowed to shine out of Christvery being; one event where the light of Gaglory was

so clearly seen that it proves beyond question that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world,
the very Son of God HimseMVhat was that event? It was the transfiguration of Christ. In

the transfiguration of Christ, the very glory of God wasn to be in ChrisEcripture

actually says that He was “transformedigtamorphothe The word means a change into
another form; to undgo a transformation, a change of countenance, a complete change.
Luke said, “the appearance of his face changed” (Lk. 9:29). Note how the gospel writers
described what happened.

Mat 17:2 There he was transfiged befoe them. His face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became as white as the light.

Mark 9:3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could
bleach them.

Luke 9:29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became as bright as a flash of lightning.

Apparentlythe gloryof His Godly nature was allowed to shine through His body to some
degree. “The glory [He] had with God before the world” shone through His bbodge

right through His clothes (Jn. 17:5). Peter saidg"Were eyewitnesses of His majesty

In Johns vision of Christ irfThe Revelatiorie described the glory of Christ as the sun
which shines in all its brilliance (Re%:16).

The scripture says:
1 John 1:5God is light.
1 Tim 6:16[God]... who lives in unappachable light, whom no one has seen or can see.
Psa 104:2He [God] wraps himself in light as with a garment.

Peter James and John witnessed the event; they had the wonderful privilege of tasting a
little of heavenrs glory They experienced the very presence of God Himself and tasted
some of heaver’peace, jgysecurity fulfilment and perfection. Note that...

» they saw the honour and glory of Christ.

» they heard God call Jesus His Son; they actually heard Godlsisys my Son,
whom | love; with him | am well pleased” (Mat. 17:5).

Note also the exact words concerning the vdite. fact is repeated in both verse 17 and
verse 18.

2 Pet 1:17The voice came to him [Christ].

2 Pet 1:18This voice that camedm heaven.
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Peter emphatically stresses that they heard the voice from heaven. It was not a dream nor
a vision nor a figment of their imaginatiohvoice from heaven actually called Jesus
Christ His Son.

Thought 1.Peter unequivocally claims that he, the other apostles, and all the early
believers witnessed the power and coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. He claims that
they were eyewitnesses of Gedjreat love, that God loves the world and has sent His
Son into the world to save maie either believe or do not believe their eyewitness
account. It is that simple: we believe or do not believe their testimony

John 1:14The Wrd became flesh and made his dwelling among ahade seen his
glory, the gloy of the One and Onlwho came dm the Fatherfull of grace and wth.

Luke 1:1-4Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they wednanded down to us by those wloorfrthe first

were eyewitnesses and sants of the wat. Theefore, since | myself have edully
investigated evgthing flom the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may knowt#netger

of the things you have been taught.

Acts 5:32“We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has
given to those who obey him.”

Acts 10:39-41'We are witnesses of ewghing he did in the countrof the Jews and
in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him onesett

Acts 13:31And for many days he was seen by those who had travelled wittohim fr
Galilee to Jeusalem. They arnow his witnesses to our people.

1 Cor 15:1-8Now brothers, | want toemind you of the gospel Igached to you,

which you eceived and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospelkeyou ar
saved, if you hold firmly to the wbt preached to you. Othetise, you have believed

in vain. For what | eceived | passed on to you as of first ini@oce : that Christ died
for our sins accating to the Scriptwes, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day accading to the Scriptuwes, and that he appesd to Peterand then to the
Twelve After that, he appead to moe than five hundd of the bothers at the same
time, most of whom austill living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he apgear
to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he apdearme also, as to one
abnormally born.

1 Pet 5:1To the elders among you, | appeal as a fellow elleritness of Chrid’
sufferings and one who also will skean the gloy to be evealed.

2 Pet 1:16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the
power and coming of our LdrJesus Christ, but we vweeyewitnesses of his majesty
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. 2 Peter 0119-21 Proof of Salvation: Th&\ord of God

The second proof of salvation is the more certain account of prophecy or Scripture. Note
three significant points.

1. Scripture is more sure than an eyewitness accohatphrasevord ofthe pophetss
better translated the prophefiord (A.T. Robertsor\brd Pictures In The New
TestamentVol. 6, p. 157)There are an enormous number of prophecies in the Scripture
about the coming Messiah aSdviour of the worldWhen they are studied, it is clearly
seen that Jesus Christ is the promised Sauitrifulfils all the prophecies perfectly
Therefore, the prophetitford is a muchnore cetain accounof salvation. Just by the
sheer number of prophecies and their fulfilment in Christ, the Scriptures prove
themselves to be a far greater witness to Jesus ChrisPi@eeecy Fulfilled? Pet.
1:19-21 for a list of the Old@estament prophecies and their fulfilment in Christ.)

Thought 1.If the transfiguration of Christ had never taken place, the prophetic
Scripture would still stand and prove that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world. But
if the prophetic Scriptures did not exist, the transfiguration by itself would be a much
weaker proof that Christ is the Saviour of the woflde transfiguration itself is

greatly supported and substantiated by the propWéetid. The prophetiéVord helps
tremendously to explain who Christ is and what was happening on the mount of
transfiguration.

2. Scripture is to be heederthis is descriptive language: we are to pay attention to the
Word of God, for th&Vord of God is like “a light shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your heartst gy What does this mean?

=> TheWord of God is like a light that shines in dark places. It shows us how to walk in
the dark forest of this world. It reveals the narrow path to follow and exposes the
stumbling stones and dangerous pits and poisonous creatures along the path.

=> TheWord of God will show us how to walk “until the day dawna/hat day?The
glorious day of Chris$ return. In that daythe morning star [Christ Himself shall]
rises in our hearts” and perfect us. Our great salvation will be fulfilled and completed.
We shall be transformed into His image, for we shall see Him as He is (1 Jn. 3:2).

Michael Green has an excellent comment on the glorious day when the morning star
(Christ) shall rise in our hearts:

“Our inner transformation, deepened continually by the Spirit as we study the
Scriptuies (2 Cor3:18), will be completed on theegt day when we shall see Him
as He is, and be made like Him (1 Jn. 3:€yhe Second Epistle of Peter afiae
Epistle of Jude. “Tha@yndale NewTestament Commentaries,” p. 89).
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Thought 1.The point is this: we are to study and heed, pay attention to the Scripture.
We are to study the Oltestament and the Nelestament, the prophecies of Christ

and the fulfilment of the prophecies by Chrigte Scripture is the light that guides us
through this dark and dangerous world.

3. Scripture is not of ong’own interpretation (20-21). What does this meaiverse 21 tells
us. Men cannot interpret Scripture as they want. Scripture is to be interpreted by Scripture
itself and by the Holy Spirit who dwellgithin the believer to teach him the truth. Note
what verse 21 says.

a. First, Scripture did not come from the will of man. No prophecy of Scripture arose out of
the prophes own interpretation. God moved upon the proghetart and gave him a
vision and then the prophetote down exactly what the Spirit of God spoke to Aihe
prophetdid not seek to place his own interpretation upon &&drd. Scripture is not of
the will or mind of man. It is of God. (S&eriptue, 2 Tim. 3:16.)

b. Second, Scripture was given by the Holy Spirit. Men were carried along (borne along,
moved, impelled) by the Holy Spirit to speak YWerd from God(From Godis the
Greek phrasé).T. RobertsonWord Pictures In The NeweBtamentvol. 6, p. 159).

Mat 5:181 tell you the tuth, until heaven and etlr disappearnot the smallest letter
not the least strike of a pen, will by any means disappeantthe Law until
everything is accomplished.

2 Tim 3:16 All Scriptute is God-beathed and is useful for teachingbuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.

2 Pet 1:21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke fr
God as they wercaried along by the Holy Spirit.

1 John 5:13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so
that you may know that you have eternal life.

The point is this: Scripture can be trusted; it iswed of God.Therefore. Jesus

Christ is the Saviour of the world. Man can be saved; his needs can hEenoeain

now have peace and life eternaBalvation is now available through Jesus Christ our
Lord. The proof is twofold: the eyewitnesses of the Lord and the prophetic Scriptures.
Both prove beyond any question that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Saviour and
Lord of all men
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