THE MARKS OF MATURE BELIEVERS
PHiLipPians 01:03-11

Introduction

What are the marks of a mature Christian belieVdnat are the marks of a dynamic,
mature Christian churchrhis passage answers these questions. Concisely and, dlearly
marks so desperately needed by believers and churches are spelled out.

I.  The mark of a thankful heart.(9).

Il.  The mark of prayer ().

lll.  The mark of joy (v4).

IV. The mark of partnership .(8).

V.  The mark of confidence in Galsalvation (v6).

VI. The mark of partnershiwy. 7-8).

VII. The mark of a growing and discerning love.(©-10).
VIII. The mark of righteousness (1).

l.  Philippians 0103 Thankfulness for the Brotherhood

There is the mark of a thankful heart. Paul did not stand alone in the world. He was not
the only person living for God and sharing Christ. He belonged to a great, farfaityily

of believers who constituted the family of Gathey, too, were living for God and sharing
Christ with a lost and needful world. Remember that Paul was in prison in Rome and that
he was a great distance from the Philippian believers. He did not have their presence; all
he had was the memory of their time togethAad sitting there in prison, remembering

their love and care and support, his heart swelled up with thanksgiving for them, and he
thanked God for them.

Thought 1.What a lesson for us! If Paul thanked God for believers who were so far
away from him, how much more should we thank God for each Wikdrave the love,
care and support of each other week by week and day bgrthye can call upon
each other for help any hour of any dést how often do we thank God for each other?

Another point is this: we should be following Pawdxample and thanking God for all
believers every dayVe are not alone in the world. God is building a body of people
worldwide— a body of people who are just like-ascommitted to live for the Lord

Jesus Christ and to carry His gospel of salvation and love and care to a world that reels
under the weight of desperate need.

Col 1:12Giving thanks to the Fathervho has qualified you to sheam the inheritance
of the saints in the kingdom of light.
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Col 3:15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body
you wee called to peacéAnd be thankful.

Il.  Philippians 0104 Prayer for the Church

Thereis the mark of prayePaul says that he always prayed for the chdrel.idea is
that he prayed all throughout the day for th&@hey were constantly on his mind and in
his prayersAs Mathew Henry says, Paul prayed by name for all the churches hge knew
and he had seasons of prayer for each chiilethew Heny’'s Commentay, Vol. 6.
Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell, n.d.,j24).

Thought 1.What a dynamic lesson in prayer!

1) To pray by name for all the churches we know

2) To take blocks of time (seasons of prayers) to pray for each church.

3) To always— all day long— pray for the churches of our living Lord.

John 17:20"My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in
me though their message.”

Rom 1:9God, whom | sete with my whole hetin preaching the gospel of his Son,
is my witness how constantlydmember you.

Eph 1:161 have not stopped giving thanks for yaemembering you in my prayers.
Eph 3:14For this reason [the chwh] | kneel befae the Father

Col 1:3We always thank God, the Father of our idesus Christ, when we pray for
you [the chuch].

Col 4:12Epaphras, who is one of you and awsart of Christ Jesus, sendsgtings.
He is always wastling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of
God, matue and fully asswed.

1 Th 1:2We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.

I1l.  Philippians 0104 Joy of the Lord

Thereis the mark of joyRemember that Paul is in prison, yet his heart is filled with joy
Joy(charg means an inner gladness; a deep-seated pleasure. It is a depth of assurance anc
confidence that ignites a cheerful and rejoicing heart. It is a cheerful heart that leads to
cheerful and rejoicingehaviour

The joy of the Lord is not the same as the joy of the wéHd.joy of the world is more @t
temporary pleasure than jayhe worlds joy is always nagged by some incompleteness,
some lack, some unfulfilling thing, some missing ingredient, some need still existing.
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There is not completenessnot a complete sense of assurance, confidence and satisfaction.
There is the knowledge, the haunting awareness, that something can go wrong:
circumstances can change or some situation can arise to disturb the joy (sickness, death,
financial loss, war)Thehaunting awagnessalways keeps the workljoy from being full

and complete, assuring and satisfying.

Several things need to be said about the beligyeay.

1. Joy is divine. Itis possessed and given only by God. Its roots are not in earthly or
material things or cheap triumphs. It is the joy of the Holy Spirit, a joy based in the
Lord. It is His very own joy (Jn. 1511Acts 13:52; Rm. 14:17; Gal5:22; 1Th.I:6).

2. Joy does not depend on circumstances or happiness. Happiness depends upon
happenings, but the joy that God implants in the belisverart overrides all, even the
matters of life and death (Psa.B:2 Cor 6:10; 7:4).

3. Joy springs from faith (Ru. 15:13; Ph. 1:25; Zim. 1:4; cp. Mt.2:10).

4. Joy of future reward makes and keeps the believer faithful®M2.1, 23Acts 20:24;
Heb.I2:2).

The source of the believerjoy isseveral fold

1. The fellowship of the Father and His Son brings joy (1 Jn. 1:3-4).
2. Victory over sin, death, and hell brings joy (IJn. 14:28; 16:20-22).
3. Repentance brings joy (L&5:7, 10).

4. The hope of glory brings joy (Rw. 14:17; Hebl2:2; 1 Pt.4:13).

5

. The LordsWord — the revelations, commamekntsand promises which He made
brings joy(Jn. 15:1).

6. The commandments of Christ and the will of God bring @lyeying and doing a
good job stirs joy within the believerheart (Jn. 151t 17:13/Acts 13:52).

7. Prayer brings joy (Jn. 16:24).

8. The presence and fellowship of believers brings joy (1 Jn. 1:3-4).
9. Converts bring joy (Lk. 15:5; PH:1; 1Th. 2:19-20).

10. Hearing that others walk in the truth brings joy (31.3).

11. Giving brings joy (2 Car8:2; Heb. 10:34).

Rom 14:17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

1 Pet 1:8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him noywou believe in him and afilled with an inexg@ssible and glorious joy
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Psa 16:1 You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence, with eternal pleagsrat your right hand.

Isa 12:3With joy you will draw water fsm the wells of salvation.

Isa 61:10I delight geatly in theLorp, my soul ejoices in my God. For he has clothed
me with garments of salvation andayed me in aagbe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

IV. Philippians 0105 Partnership and Fellowship
Thereis the mark of partnership. Note two significant points.

1. The source of partnership is the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great salvation of
God.The gospel of Christ is the glorious news that He has died for our sins, risen
again and conquered death that we might live with God eternaihgr having to die
(cp. 1 Cor15:3). Christian believers are partners: they ieNewship,a spiritual
bond, a spiritual union because...

» they have experienced tkame salvatiorthe salvation of God.
* they have embraced tkame faith.

Forcefully statedgenuine believers believers who have totally committed their lives
to the gospel of Christ live and proclaim the gospélherefore, true believers are
bound together around the gospedll living the same kind of life and doing the same
kind of things.They live, serve and bear witness to the same Lord; therefore, their
lives are bound together in the Spirit of Christ and His fellowship.

2. The partnership of believers is to exist from the very first day of salvatibat a
glorious testimony the Philippian church had! It had been about ten years since some
of the members had given their lives to follow Christ and had founded the church.
And note: the fellowship of the church had continued from the very first day of its
founding.As all churches experience, there must have befratites and problems
which had arisen, but the believers handled tie@hrist— just as they should have.
Therefore, the peace and unity of the Spirit was kept alive and the fellowship of the
church remained strong. (SEellowship Acts 2:42.)

Thought 1.0ne of the most critical needs facing the church today is the need for
peace and unity in the Spirit of Geda strong fellowship rooted around the gospel of
Christ. Lehman auss gives the secret: “There was no conflict, no confusion, but
continuanceA continuing fellowship is arayer fellowshipToday a very narrow
conception of fellowship prevails. If we attend the same church, recite the same creed,
say the same prayers, eat at the same church sappesocialize with the same

crowd, we call this Christian fellowship. But is it? For years | have watched all of
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these things going on among professing Christians where there was often little
conception ofrue fellowship in the gospélmong Christians there may befaitilties
and disappointments along the whyt never a disruption where thergiayer
fellowship” (Devotional Sidies in Philippiansi. 42).

Acts 2:-42They devoted themselves to the apodtb@shing and to the fellowship, to
the beaking of bead and to prayer

Rom 1:12That is, that you and | may be mutually encouraged by eachothgh.

1 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one anotherand the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies as fall sin.

Psa 119:631 am a friend to all who fear you, to all who follow youegpepts.

Mal 3:16 Then those who fead thel.orptalked with each otheand theLorbp
listened and heal: A scioll of remembrance was written in hisegence concerning
those who fe&ad theLorp and honoued his name.

V. Philippians 0106 Confidence andssurance of God Power

There is the mark of confidence in Gedalvation. God will complete His good work in
believers. Confidence and assurance are two of the striking traits of genuine believers.
Believers know Gogknow Him personallyGods Spirit actually lives within the heart and
body of the believer (Jn. 14:16-17; 14:26; 1.A&.20; etc.)The Spirit of God actually
bears witness with the spirit of the beliewbat he is going to be redeemed someday
presented perfect before God. In fact, the presence of the Holy Spirit within the believer
body is the very guarantee of the beliésealvation (see 2 Cat:22; 5:5; Eph. |:14).

1.

The believer has absolute confidence in the work of salvation or redemption which
God has begun in his life. He has confidence through the presence siSpod'who
dwells within him.

The work begun by God isgiood work that is, it is a work that revolutionizes or
radically changes the life of the believiio matter what kind of life a person was
living, once God converts him, the new believer begins to lyeod life : a life of...

* righteousness, purity and holiness

* love, joy and peace

» faith, humility and control

The good work is incomplete as long as the believer lives on this earth. He is never
perfected, not while a manhere is always work for God to do; therefore, God is always

working within the life of the believer to mature him more and more. God is always
working to make the man more pure and more faithful in his service to the Lord Jesus.
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4. The good work is to be completed when Jesus Christ returns to thisAé &t time,
the believer will be transformed into a perfect man and given a perfectHbeayill
become a perfect man who will live in the new heavens and earth with @hddte
will worship and serve the Lord Jesus in perfection throughout all eternity

John 17:11 “I will r emain in the world no longédbut they ag still in the world, and |
am coming to you. Holy Fatheotect them by the power of your naméhe name
you gave me- so that they may be one as we ane.”

Phil 1.6 Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Phil 4.7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, wiltlguoar
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

2 Tim 1:12 That is why | am suffering as | anetY am not ashamed, because | know
whom | have believed, and am convinced that he is able td gumat | have
entrusted to him for that day

2 Tim 4:8 Now thee is in stoe for me the @wn of righteousness, which the dpthe
righteous Judge, will awdrto me on that day and not only to me, but also to all
who have longed for his appearing.

1 Pet 1:5Who though faith ae shielded by Gosljpower until the coming of the
salvation that iseady to beevealed in the last time.

1 John 5:10Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his hear
Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to belzelause he has not
believed the testimony God has given about his Son.

Jude 1:24-25To him who is able to keep yowrin falling and to pesent you beferhis
glorious pesence without fault and withegt joy— to the only God our Saviour be
glory, majestypower and authoritythrough Jesus Christ our Loy befoe all ages,
now and foevermoe! Amen.

Rev3:10 Since you have kept my command to engatiently| will also keep you
from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live
on the earth.

Gen. 28:19 am with you and will watch over you wheer you go, and | will bring
you back to this land. | will not leave you until | have done what | haraiped you.

Psa 31:23 ove thelorp, all his saints! Thé&orp preseres the faithful, but the pud
he pays back in full.

Psa 37:28For theLorp loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones. They will
be potected foever but the offspring of the wicked will be cut off.
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Psa 138:8TheLorp will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, Qorb, endues foever
— do not abandon the works of your hands.

VI. Philippians 0107-08 Partnership in Sutring and Service
Thereis the mark of partnership. Note how closely bound together Paul and the church were.

1. They were partners in heart. Paul loved them as he loved himself; he held them ever so
dear to his heart and they constantly filled his thoughts.

2. They were partners in the gerfings of PaulThis means...
» that they were sympathizing with Paul in his imprisonment.
» that they were sending hope to Paul while he was in prison.
» that they had or were themselvedarihg because of the gospel just as Paul was.

The point is this: the &dction between Paul and the Philippians was so tender that
their hearts went out to each oth&that one experienced, the other felt, even the
sufferings of each other

Thought 1.What a striking picture of the kind of sympathy needed for those who
suffer. We must learn to be partners infeaihg. Then and only then can we bear each
other's burdens and truly minister to each ather

Rom 15:1We who ae stong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to
please ourselves.

Gal 6:2Carry each othés budens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Heb 2:17-18For this reason he had to be made like histhers in ever way in order
that he might become a nadul and faithful high priest in sgice to God, and that he
might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himse&lfl suffen he
was tempted, he is able to help those wieobaing tempted.

Heb 4:15-16For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been temptedyinvaygust as we a— yet
was without sin. Let us then appich the thone of grace with confidence, so that we
may keceive may and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Heb 13:3Remember those in prison as if youewvreir fellow prisoners, and those
who ae misteated as if you yourselves wesuffering.

3. They were partners in the gospehe Philippians had not given up the gospel, nor had
they become silent or complacent in sharing the go§pel; were actively defending
andproclaimingthe truth of the gospélhe church and ithvembersvere busy for Christ
— actively bearing witness to the saving grace of the Lord Jesus CThegtwere
taking the great commission of our Lord seriously
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Mat 28:19-20“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
mine of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everthing | have commanded yoAnd suely | am with you always, to the yer

end of the age.”

Mark 16:15He said to them, “Go into all the world andgarch the good news to all
creation.”

Acts 1:8“But you will receive powewhen the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Acts 4:20For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen andl hear

2 Tim 1:8 So do not be ashamed to testify about oud].or ashamed of me his
prisoner But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.

1 Pet 3:19But in your heats set aparChrist as Lod. Always be ppaled to give an
answer to evegmone who asks you to give tleason for the hope that you have. But do
this with gentleness andspect.

4. They were partners in the grace of God. Paul was expressing the wonderful grace of
God— the favour and blessings of Gddhd the Philippian church was expressing the
same grace. God was pouring the richest blessings upon both Paul and thé\dtyf?ch.
What was it that was causing God to so richly bless theseTt@fPfaithfulness: as
this passage shows, they were bearing the marks of mature believers.

Eph 1:7In him we haveademption thwugh his blood, the fgiveness of sins, in
accodance with the riches of Gedjrace.

Phil 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs aating to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus.

1 Tim 1:14The grace of our Larwas poued out on me abundantiglong with the
faith and love that a in Christ Jesus.

2 Tim 2:1 You then, my son, be sftrg in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

5. They were partners with Chrigthe wordaffection(splagchnoismeans tender
mercies, compassion, deefeation.And note: it is the tenderness of Jesus Christ that
Paul says he has for the Philippians. He longs for them with the Vecyi@i and
tenderness of Christ Himself.

Thought 1.How desperately the minister and church need such tenderness and
affection for each otheNVhat a tremendous dérence would exist in churches

if believers held each other ever so tenderlyeld each other with the tenderness and
affection of Christ Himself.

Philippians 0103-11 8



The Marks of Mature Believers

Thought 2.The great need of the church today is for cooperatipartnership among
its members. Believers desperately need to become partners with each other and with
the minister of God:

=> partners in heart => partners in stéring
=> partners in proclaiming and defending the gospel
=> partners in the grace of God => partners with the Lord Jesus Christ

John 13:34-35°A new command | give you: Love one anothAst have loved you, so
you must love one anoth@&y this all men will know that youeamy disciples, if you
love one another

John. 15:12“My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.”
Rom 12:9Love must be sincerHate what is evil; cling to what is good.

1 Th 3:1So when we could stand it no longee thought it best to be left by
ourselves iAthens.

1 Pet 1:22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you
have sincex love for your bwthers, love one another degdipm the hear

VII.  Philippians 0109-10 Love

Thereis the mark of a growing and discerning love. Note this: love in the Bible never focuses
upongood feelingskeelings may and usually do come to the person who truly loves another
person, but feelings are never the foeusot with true loveWhat then is the focus?

=> The focus of love is knowledge. If we truly love someone, we want to know that
person. In fact, we want to know all we can about the person.

=> The force of love imsight (aisthesei)The word means intelligence or discernment. If
we truly love someone, we not only want to know a person but we want to learn all we
can about the persowe want to gather all the intelligence and facts possible and
discern them so that we can please the person.

Note that Paul wants the belietselove to grow more and moh/e need to know

more and more about Christ and each other; we need to gather more understanding,
more discernment, and more intelligence about each dtemore we know about
Christ and each othahe more our love for each other will grow

There are three reasons why we need a love that grows more and more.

1. A growing love is needed to discern what is best. It is not enough just to know what is
right and wrong. It is not enough just to do what is right. Sometimes the choice is
between the good and the excellent, the acceptable and the bestg@myng love
will stir us to choose the excellent and the best.
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=> The more we love the Lord, the more we will choose the excellent and best for Him.

=> The more we love each oth#éne more we will choose the excellent and best for each

other A growing love will not want to do anything that would even come close to
causing a person to stumble.

A growing love is needed to be sincere and ptine.wordpure (eilikrineis) means to

sift through a sieve in order to make purkerefore, the word means pure,
uncontaminated, not polluted, untainted. Note that we are to stay pure until the return
of Christ. Only a growing love will keep our eyes focused upon Christ. If we do not
love Him, we will not look to Him. If we love Him, we will keep our eyes fastened
upon Him, longing to see and be with Him. Only levérue love— will keep us pure
waiting for His return.

Thought 1.A good illustration of this point is found in the young lady who loves the
soldier and is awaiting his return. If she truly loves him, she will keep her eyes
fastened upon him and keep herself pure.

A growing love is needed to keep us from causing others to stuviblaust always
guard against being arffense(@aproskopaior a stumbling block to others. Note: we
must be willing to choose the best and the excellent for the sake of bteargy be
able to control ourselves, but others may not be able to control...

» drinking * social functions e« television * eating
e movies * the latest fashion, dress and * music
* makeup e dancing * spending

The list could go on and on with almost everything wé/d® must control everything
we do, not slipping over into the questionablsometimes not even doing the
acceptable and good, but we must choose the\WWeshust discern what is bedthy?

To keep from causing a brother to stumble.

To offer up to the Lord the very best we c@his point shouldreak our heats. Just
think how often we have chosen to do less than the best for ouneitdave dered

up to Him behavioymwords, thoughts, deeds, works that were second-astl we
knew it! How His heart must have been eug¢specially when He went to the ultimate
limit in loving and giving Himself for us.

Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Rom 12:1-2Thekefore, | uge you, bothers, in view of Gog’'mecy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gothis is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
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by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test andovepvhat God’
will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Rom 14:21it is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will
cause your lother to fall.

1 Cor 6:19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you haveceived fom God? ¥u ar not your own.d wee bought at a
price. Theefore honour God with your body

1 Cor 10:24Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.

Mat 19:21Jesus answed, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and
give to the pogrand you will have &#asue in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

VIII.  Philippians 0111 Righteousness

Thereis the mark of righteousness. (Béghteousnes&ph.5:9; See also Ga2:15-16;

3:6-14.) St. Paul speaks of thereastplate of righteousnefSph. 6:14) The breastplate
covered the body of the soldier from the neck to the thighs. It was used to protect the
heart.The believe's heart is focused upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His righteousness,
and that focus must be protect&tie sign of the Christian soldier is righteousnégsen

a man is saved, God imputes the righteousness of Jesus Christ to him, or to say it another
way, God counts him righteous (see Gal. 218). Howeverit is not enough to stand in

the righteousness of Chri3the Christian soldier must protect his he@his he does by

living righteously Righteousness keeps the heart from ever being wounded and losing its
focus.The Christian soldier is...

» to strive after the very righteousness of Jesus Christ.
» to live righteously in this present world.

Eph 6:14 Sand firm then, with the belt ofuth buckled avund your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place.

Mat 5:20“For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the layou will cetainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Rom 3:21-22But now a righteousnesofn God, aparfrom law has been made
known, to which the Law and thedphets testifyThis righteousnessdm God comes
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. Ehisrno diffeence.

1 Cor 15:34Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; ®ateer
some who a ignorant of God — | say this to your shame.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
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Phil 1:11 Filled with the fuit of righteousness that comesahgh Jesus Christ to
the glory and praise of God.

Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that cammes fr
the law but that which is tlgugh faith in Christ- the righteousness that comemnir
God and is by faith.

Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God that brings salvation hegspeaed to all
men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
contmolled, upright and godly lives in thisgsent age.li

EPHESIANS05:09 RGHTEOUSNESYDIKAIOSUNE)

For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and fruth.
Ephesians 05:09

Righteousness means two simple but profound things. It means both to be right and to
do right. (Sedighteousnes$/t. 5:6.)

1. There are those who strdssing righteous and neglect doing righteousnébss
leads to two serious errors:

a. False securitylt causes a person to stress that he is saved and acceptable to
God because he haslieved inJesus ChrisBut he neglects doing good and
living as he should. He neglects obeying God and serving man.

b. Loose living. It allows one to go out and do pretty much as he desires. He feels secure
and comfortable in hiith in Christ.He knows that what he does mafeef his
fellowship with God and other believers, but he thinks his behaviour will fect af
his salvation. He thinks that no matter what he does he is still acceptable to Gad.

The problem with this stress is that it is a false righteousness. Righteousness in
the Bible meanbeingrighteous, but it also meadsing righteousnes3he Bible
knows nothing about being righteous without living righteausly

2. There are those who strassing righteousness and neglect being rightedbss
also leads to two serious errors.

a. Selfrighteousness and legalism. It causes a person to stress that he is saved and
acceptable to God because he does good. He works and behaves morally and
keeps certain rules and regulations. He does the things a Christian should do by
obeying the main laws of God. But he neglects the basic law: the law of love jand
acceptance- that God does not love him and accept him because he does good, but
because he loves and trusts the righteousness of ChriBigbésousnessjt. 5:6).
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b. Being judgmental and faufinding. A person who stresses that he is righteous
(acceptable to God) because he keeps certain laws often judges and finds fault
with others. He feels that rules and regulations can behekeeps them.
Therefore, anyone who fails to keep them is judged, criticized and censored.

The problem with this stress is that it, too, is a false righteougkges.,
righteousness in the Biblelbging righteous as well as doing righteousnése.
Bible knows nothing of being acceptable to God withmihg made righteous in
Christ JesugseeRighteousnessjt. 5:6; see Rom. 5:1; 2 Cdb:21).

Mat 5:20“For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
Pharisees and the teachers of the,lgrau will cetainly not enter the kingdom
of heaven.”

1 Cor 15:34Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; fer ther
are some who arignorant of God- | say this to your shame.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

Eph 6:14Sand firm then, with the belt ofuth buckled asund your waist, with
the beastplate of righteousness in place.

Phil 1:11 Filled with the fuit of righteousness that comesangh Jesus Christ
to the glory and praise of God.

1 Tim 6:11 But you, man of God, fleeofn all this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.

Titus 2:12-13lt teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-contolled, upright and godly lives in thisggent age, while we wait for th
blessed hope- the glorious appearing of ourgat God and Savioutesus Christg

D

MaTHEW 05:06 RGHTEOUSNESS

“Blessed ae those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they|will
be filled.” Mathew 05:06

What is righteousness? In the Bible “righteousness” means two simple but profound
things; it has a double meaning. It metmberight andto doright. It may be said
another way: tdbe goodand todo good.This is critically important in the Bible.

Mat 19:17“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jegymied. “Thee is only One
who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.”
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Rom 3:10As it is written: “Thee is no one righteous, not even one.”
Rom 3:23For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

What is being said is that God alone is righteous; He alone is perfectly good. Man
Is not perfectly righteous; he comes short. How then can a man become perfectly
righteousVhat is the answerPhe answer is what Christ says: “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: for they will be fil\&that
happens is this:

God takes a pers@thunger and thirst for righteousness” andntst as righteousness.
The person is not righteous, but God counts him rightddus.is the great love of
God.A man hungers and thirsts for righteousness; therefore, God fills him.

Several things need to be said about righteousness.

1. Righteousness is explained throughout Scripture in the fadhd Faith is
believing God and trusting the goodness of God to take our faith and count it as
righteousness. “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anypne
who comes to him must believe that he exists, and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him.” (Hebl®b)

It is the person whdiligently seeks Goalho really believes God:he man who so
hungers and thirsts for God and His righteousrs&sal be counted righteous and
shall be filled.

2. The righteousness of God has been shown to man. Just what God watdma
andto dohas been demonstrated perfectly in Jesus Chh#.is the love of God.
God has not given man just the writi&ord describing His righteousness; He has
given man a life- the life of His own Sor- to show what He means by
righteousness. Jesus Christ is perfect righteousness; He did nothing bathgeod.
is what the Bible means when it talks about Clwig€ing “the righteousness of
God.” Christ is the picture, the expression, the pattern, the very image of
righteousness- of being rightand ofdoing right.

-

1 Cor 1:30It is because of him that youeain Christ Jesus, who has become for
us wisdom fsm God- that is, our righteousness, holiness aadamption.

Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the lawbut that which is tlgugh faith in Christ- the righteousness that
comes fom God and is by faith.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.
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3. Righteousness involves the mind. Scripture says involves being “made new in the
attitude of your minds” (Eph. 4:23), and being “renewed in knowledge” (Col. 3:10).

This means that the man who seeks God is “created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.” He “puts on the new self or the new man” and is
“made new in the attitude of [his] mind.” (Eph. 4:23).

In other words, the man who seeks God has “také¢hisjfold self with its practices and
[has] put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image (of its
Creator” (Col. 3:910). O
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