CHRISTISTHE MINISTER
AND MEDIATOR OFTHE NEWCOVENANT
HeBrews (09:15-22

Introduction: Jesus ChristMediator of the New Covenant

Jesus Christ is the Mediator of the new testament or covenant. Remember: a testament
or covenant is an agreement between two paiftt@s.particular covenant is the great
covenant of God, the new covenant and agreement that He has made with man. God has
set up a new agreement with man. He no longer relates to man like He did centuries ago,
that is, by lawby man trying to keep certain rules and regulations and thereby becoming
acceptable to God. Under the old covenant of law man just could never relate to God, not
adequately and not perfectMan was always failing to keep the law; he was always
breaking his relationship to Gofls a result, he was condemned and clfrom God. He

never had true fellowship and communion with God, not on a continuous basis, not a
fellowship and communion that met the very basic needs of\Mlaat are those needs?

What are the basic needs of man?

=> Love and friendship with God and others.

=> A clear heart and conscienedo be completely free of guit to know that his sins
are truly fogiven.

=> Deliverance from sin, evil, corruption, death and condemnation.

=> Absolute assurance and security that God has accepted him and that he will live in the
presence of God perfected forever

The new covenant meets every one of these needs. It meets them through the Lord Jesus Chris
— through the Medator of the new covenant of God.

l. Jesus Christ is the Mediator of the new covenarit%u
Il. Argument 1: a will is not in &ct until the death of the one who made it (&17).

lll. Argument 2: the institution of the first covenant shows that all things are cleansed by
blood (vv 1822).

I. Hebrews 0915 Mediator of the New Covenant

Jesus Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant. Remember: a mediator is a person who
stands between two parties and brings them togétbes the negotiatothe gebetween, the
arbitrator the middle persomhis is Jesus Christ, the great mediator between God and man.

But what gives Jesus Christ the right to be the great mediator between God and man?
Why is He the mediator and not some great leader of an earthly relyioet?s there

about Jesus Christ that makes Him so unique, that makes Him stand head and shoulders
above all others when it comes to relating to God?
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=>

HIS DEATH. THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRISTS WHAT GIVES HIMTHE RIGHT
TO BETHE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GODAND MAN.

When Jesus Christ died, He died &irmen.He sacrificed His life for everyonre no
matter who they are. He took the sins of every human being upon Himidelbore
the guilt and condemnation for every person. How could He do this?

He was the Son of God who had come to earth for this very purpose. He became flesh
and blood and lived as a Man upon earth. But there was one distiecmlie: He

never sinned. He never transgressexllaw of God. He possessed the ideal,

perfect righteousneskle stood before men as tlieal Manwhich means that His

ideal righteousness could cover man.

But something else was needed, something critical. Man had already sinned and
transgressed; he already stood guilty before Gbedrefore, the penalty for having

broken the law had to be paid. Man had to die or else penfect sacrificehad to

step forward and die for hirAs just stated, there was only one perfect and ideal
person, the Lord Jesus Christ. He and He alone could step forward and bear the guilt
and punishment for man. It is this that stands out above aH-dlss that sets Jesus
Christ apart from everyone else in the univerdbis that makes Jesus Christ stand
head and shoulders above all otherthis above all else that qualifies Him to be the
great Mediator between God and man.

JESUS CHRIST DIED FOR MAN. HE SACRIFICEBIMSELF FOR MAN.
His death redeems man, frees man from sin, death and jud§mentdoes this mean?

When we accept the sacrifice of Jesus Cloisbur sins,then Jesus Christ bore our
sins; we do not have to bear them.

When we accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our death, then Jesus Christ bore our
death; we do not have to die.

When we accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our judgment, then Jesus Christ bore
our judgment; we do not have to face judgment.

The results are glorious: our sins aregieen and we receive an eternal inheritance.
God accepts us, and we receive the glorious promise and assurance of living with Him
forever and evelVe receive that for which we as men and women long and ache:

=>|ove and friendship with God

=> a clear heart and conscience

=> deliverance from sin, evil, corruption, death and condemnation

=> eternal life

=> absolute assurance and security
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And note verse 15: even the believers under the first covenant of law received these
things.The ideal perfection, righteousness and sacrifice of Jesus Christ covers all
people.The ideal can and does stand for all.

Note one other glorious fact: this is true. It is true that Jesus Christ is the Mediator of
the new covenant. God heapguanent upon gument, proof upon proof to show that
Jesus Christ is the great Minister and High Priest of hedaweme are two strong
arguments given in the next two notes.

Gal 1:4Who gave himself for our sins ®scue us &m the pesent evil age, acading
to the will of our God and Father

Eph 5:2And live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and daweself up for us as
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Titus 2:14Who gave himself for us tedeem us &m all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that arhis vey own, eager to do what is good.

1 John 3:16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christdaan his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for ouothrers.

Rev 1:5And fom Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstbam tihe
dead, and theuler of the kings of the eidw. To him who loves us and haséd us
from our sins by his blood.

Psa 69:9For zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult
you fall on me.

Isa 53:5But he was pieed for our transggssions, he was ushed for our iniquities;
thepunishmenthat biought us peace was upon him, and by his woundseneeated.

Gal 3:13Christ redeemed usdm the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is
written: “Cursed is eveyone who is hung on aet.”

Heb 2:9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower thaartpels, now
crowned with gloy and honour because he suéi@édeath, so that by the grace of God
he might taste death for everyone.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Heb 9:28So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he
will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who ar
waiting for him.
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1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thee&, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

. Hebrews 0916-17 LastWill and Tesaament

Argument one- a last will and testament is not irfezft until the death of the one who
made it.This one fact is critical to note: Gadtovenant with man is the covenant of a last
will and testamenfThat is, the terms are set exclusively by God, not man. God sets the
terms and conditions and man either accepts or rejects thens. t€stdment or covenant

is somewhat like thiast will and testamendf any manThe recipient cannot change the
terms of the will and testament; he can only accept or reject them.

Now, to the point: a testament or covenant does not tédet eihtil when? Not until the
death of the one who made it dies. God had willedHirahew covenantould not go

into force until Jesus Christ had diéd. men upon their death give inheritance to those
whom they love and care f@o God upon the death of His Son gives His inheritance to
those whom He loves and cares Tidre proof that Jesus Christ is the Mediator of God’
new covenant is that He died as the sacrifice for our sins. (See Hdl3.8:6

Heb 8:6But the ministy Jesus haseceived is as superior to theirs as the covenant of
which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on beitarses.

Heb 9:26-28Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since ¢la¢gi@n of

the world. But now he has appedronce for all at the end of the ages to do away

with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as man is destined to die once, and after that
to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people;
and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who
are waiting for him.

. Hebrews 0918-22 Covenant and the Blood of Jesus Christ

Argument two— the institution of the old covenant shows that all things are cleansed by
blood.This is clearly seen when the old covenant was instituted by Moses (cp. Ex8, 24:3
esp. 68). After God had given the law to Moses, Moses shared the law with the people.
Then he made a sacrificialfefing to the Lord. He took the blood of the animal and

sprinkled both the book of the law and the peoptes was a dedication service, a service
commemorating the institution of Gadirst covenant, and note how it was being instituted:
by death— by the shedding of the blood of a sacrifice. Note what Moses say20n v

Heb 9:20He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded
you to keep.”

But this is not the only example we have. Moses also held a dedication service when the
tabernacle was completed, and he sprinkled it and all the furnishings with hl@aJl. (v
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What is the significance of thisqarment?

Heb 9:22The law equires that nearly evgthing be cleansed with blood, and without
the shedding of blood thers no fogiveness.

Under the covenant and lamimost all things were pged and cleansed by blood. In fact,
without the shedding of blood there was no cleansing givemessThis was true

throughout the whole reign of the lawfrom the institution of the law down to the

present. For men have always had a sense of failing, of coming short, and of being
imperfect.They have known a frightening fact: they had to pay for their sins or else
someone or something had to take their place and be sacrificed foiftiemefore, man

has constantly made sacrifice for his sins in order to become acceptable to God. He has
always sensed and known that “without shedding of blood there isgiodioess™— no
cleansing and no fgiveness.

This is the agument, the proof that Jesus Christ is the Mediator of Quelv covenant
with man. Jesus Christ shed His blood; He died for man. He has paid the penalty for
mans sins. He has instituted and launched &oéw covenant with man.

Mat 26:28“This is my blood of the covenant, which is pediout for many for the
forgiveness of sins.”

Rom 5:9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how muahshall we be
saved fom Gods$ wrath though him!

Heb 9:14How much mae, then, will the blood of Christ, who ttugh the eternal
Spirit offeled himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciermwasafits that lead
to death, so that we may serve the living God!

Heb 9:22In fact, the law equires that nearly evgthing be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood tleeis no fogiveness.

Heb 10:17-22Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts | welinember no
more.” And whee these have been fiiven, thee is no longer any sacrifice for sin.
Therefore, biothers, since we hawenfidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for osidgifirthe cuiain, that is, his
body and since we have aeast priest over the house of God, letdusw near to God
with a sincee heat in full assurance of faith, haviraur heats sprinkled to cleanse us
from a guilty conscience and haviagr bodies washed with piwater

1 Pet 1:18-1%or you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wex redeemed &m the empty way of life handed down to yomfyour
forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
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1 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one anotherand the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies as fall sin.

Rev 1:5And fom Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstbam the
dead, and theuler of the kings of the ettr. To him who loves us and hasdd us
from our sins by his bloo@l
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