TESTS5: TESTINGTHE SPIRITS
OF FALSETEACHERS
1 bHN 04:01-06

Introduction

This is a critical passage of Scripture. It deals with true and false teachers, in particular
with the spirit of truth or error that fills their heartis is the fifth test of our love for

God. How do we know that we really love Gatfg can tell by the spirits of the teachers
we are following. If we are following the spirit of a true teacki®n it is clear indication
that we love God. If we are following the spirit of a false teathen it is clear indication

that we do not love GodlVe must test the spirits of teaching throughout the world.

I. Test the spirits of teachers Q).

ll. Test the confession of teachers. @-3).
lll. Test yourselves (¥).

IV. Test the followers of teachersv(\6-6).

l. 1John 0401 Test the Spir of Teachers

First, test the spirits of teachers; test them to make sure they are dfi&oid.a strong
chage given to believers. Note the teDrar friends.This was Johis tender address to
the believers of the church. He is definitely addressing believers, and this tells us a
significant fact: believers can be misled by $peits of false teacher$Vhat kinds of
spirits dwell within a false teacher?

=> A false teacher may havesgirit of light, especially in industrialized societide
spirit presents a way of life that seems to be the truth, the very way to live. He presents
a way of life that seems to be intelligent and full of knowledge and enlightenment. His
way seems to be the way to go, the way that leads to...

» the good life e education * progress * good feelings
e development ¢ pleasure e assurance e possessions
» satisfaction e recognition o fulfilment

=> A false teacher may havespirit of righteousnessie may preach and teach
righteousness, a righteousness that stresses...
* morality e goodness e justice e education
* development <« ministry e giving e serving

=> A false teacher may streie life and teachings of Jesus Chsisall the good
gualities of life— all the traits that should characterize peopley may tell people to

copy the life of Jesus and to focus their hearts upon the good qualities of life, and if
they do, God will accept them.




Test 5:Testing the Spirits of FalSeachers

False teachers make one fatal mistaltes is discussed in the next noiée point

in this verse is that we must test the spirits of false teachers, test them to make
absolutely sure they are of God. Note one other fact: thetenarey false
prophets.”Scripture is not talking about a fetaut many |If there were many in the
days of John, think how many more there are to@layk how many more religions
there are; how many cults have sprung up around Christianity; how many
denominations and ministries hasjgrung up since John wrote these words. Just think
of all the churches and pulpits and podiums that are being filled by the teachers of the
world. In addition, think how many preachers and teachers claim to be true followers
of Christ.There are manyhousands and thousands, of false teachers in the world
today Who are theyThis is the discussion of this passabes is what every person
must test in order to keep from being misled.

Rom 16:18For such people @& not seving our Lod Christ, but their own appetites.
By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.

2 Cor 11:13-15For such men & false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as
apostles of as an angel of light. It is not Christdno wonderfor Satan himself
masquerades surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.
Their end will be what their actions deserve.

Gal 1:6-91 am astonished that youeaso quickly deséng the one who called you by
the grace of Christ and arturning to a diffeent gospet- which is eally no gospel at
all. Evidently some peopleathrowing you into confusion andealtrying to pevern
the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angainfheaven should @ach agospel
other than the one we gached to you, let him be eternally condemiedive have
already said, so now | say again: If anybody isgmhing to you a gospel other than
what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!

2 Tim 3:13While evil men and impostors will g@in bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived.

1 John 0402-03 Test the Confession ofeachers

Second, test the confession of teachéfisat is it that makes a teacher true or false? Jesus
Christ.What a man believes about Jesus Christ makes the teacher true Wvifasa.

man acknowledges about Jesus Christ exposes his spirit, a spirit of truth or a spirit of
error And note what it is about Jesus Christ that exposes a teacher: the incaifnation.

is, did Jesus Christ come in the flesh or not?

1.

The true Spirit, the Spirit of God Himself, acknowledges that Jesus Christ did come in
the flesh, that the incarnation is true. If a teacher has the Spirit of God dwelhiimg, in
then he acknowledges the incarnation, the wonderful truth that God did become Man
and did come to earth to save méhe Spirit of Godcannot acknowledganything
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other than the truth; therefore, every teacher who has the Spirit of God will
acknowledge the same truth. He cannot acknowledge anything else because the Spirit
of God Himself dwells within him. If he acknowledges anything else, then the spirit
within him is not the Spirit of God. Now note the acknowledgment in detail, exactly
what it is that a true teacher acknowledges: “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.”

a. The true teacher acknowledglssusThe namelesusmeansSaviour It is believing
that Jesus Christ did come from God to save man, to be the Saviour of the world.

b. The true teacher acknowleddelrist. The nameChrist meandMessiah theAnointed
One of God. It is believing that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah of Scripture; that
He is the fulfilment of all the prophecies of Scripture; that He ig\tiented Saviour
sent from God to earth.

c. The true teacher acknowledges that Jesus Christ &othef Godthat God did send
His Sonout of(ek) heaven, out of the spiritual world and dimension into this world;
that God sent His Son in human flesh to save man in fulfilment of Scripture. It means
that Jesus Christ fulfilled the Scripture predicting the coming death, resurrection and
exaltation of the Messiah. Simply stated, it means that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
who came to earth to save man.

Thought I. This is the acknowledgment of the true teacher and of every true believer
We must always remember that a true teacher is indwelt by the Spirit of God Himself.
Therefore, the true teacheill alwaysacknowledge the incarnation, the wonderful

truth that “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.”

Isa 7:14Theefore the Lod himself will give you a sign: The gin will be with child
and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the governwiiebe on his
shouldersAnd he will be called Whderful CounselloMighty God, Everlasting
Father Prince of Peace.

Luke 1:31“You will be with child and give Iin to a son, and you arto give him the
name Jesus.”

John 1:14The Wrd became flesh and made his dwelling among ashaiMe seen his
glory, the glow of the One and Onlwho came dm the Fatherfull of grace and wth.

Rom 8:3For what the law was powerless to do in that it wasakened by the
sinful natue, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin
offering.And so he condemned sin in sinful man.

Phil 2:7 But made himself nothing, taking theywaatue of a sevant,being made in
human likeness.
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1 Tim 3:16 Beyond all question, the mystesf godliness is gat: He appead in a
body was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, veasped among the
nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up iryglor

Heb 2:14-15Since the child¥n have flesh and blood, he too sthin their humanity
so that by his death he might desthim who holds the power of deatlihat is, the
devil— and fee those who all their lives weeheld in slaver by their fear of death.

1 John 4:2This is how you carecognize the Spirit of God: Ewespirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the fleshmsGiod.

Mat 10:32“Whoever acknowledges me bedanen, | will alsacknowledge him
befole my Father in heaven.”

Luke 12:8“l tell you, whoever acknowledges me befanen, the Son of Man will
also acknowledge him be#othe angels of God.”

Phil 2:11 And evey tongue confess that Jesus Christ isd,.d0 the gloy of God
the Father

1 John 2:23No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the
Son has the Father also.

1 John 4:15If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him
and he in God.

2. The false spirit denies that Jesus Christ is from God. He denies the incarnation. He
does not believe that God took on human flesh and became a man.

a. The false teacher does not believe that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world. He
may accept Jesus Christ as a great teacher and a great religioyplhdgs the
greatest, but he does not believe that Jesus Chitigt 8aviourHe believes there are
other ways to God, that other people who believe in God will be as acceptable to God
as a follower of Jesus Christ.

b. The false teacher does not believe that Jesus is the Christ, the promised Messiah and
Anointed One from God. He does not believe the Scriptures are the insfoire f
God. He accepts them only as the writings of great religious people of the past;
therefore, there are no prophetic promises of a Messiah, no promise of a coming
Saviour To the false teachedesus Christ is only a great religious teaobly one
way to reach God. He is niite Anointed Onesent from God to save all men. He is
not the only way to God.

c. The false teacher does not believe Jesus Chrisonas fom GodHe does not believe
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that Jesus Christ came out of heaven, out from the
spiritual world and dimension. He does not believe that God sent His Son into the world
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in human flesh as a mafygain, the false teacher believes that Jesus Christ is only a
man just like all other men a great man, perhaps the greatest, perhaps the man who got
closer to God than any other man. Nevertheless, to the false teacher Jesus Christ was
only a man who taught us how to worship and serve Quelfalse teacher would say

« that Jesus Christ was not sinless. He lived close to God, but no man can achieve
sinlessness.

» that Jesus Christ died, but not as a substitute formsams. He died as a great
martyr showing us how we should face death and how we should be willing to die
for the great cause of righteousness.

» that the resurrection of Jesus Christ did not take place. It is only a picture of the
spiritual truth that man can live in Gedresence.

Now note the fatal mistake of the false teachers: to deny that Jesus Christ is not from
God is to deny that man can ever be saved beyond this W@ Because man can
never know for sure that God exists nor how to reach God if He does exist. No person
has ever seen God or heaven and they never will, not by physical and material technology
The physical world cannot penetrate or cross over integingéual world, no matter

what some persons may claim. If man is ever to know God and the spiritual world then
God has to come to earth and reveal the truth Bhese is no other wayherefore, to

deny that God sent His Son into the world is to deny that we can ever be saved.

There is another fact that needs to be noted as well, that of perfection. God is perfect
and man is imperfectherefore God could never let man penetrate or cross over into
perfection Why? Because masmimperfection would &kct the perfect world of God.
Heaven would no longer be heaven; it would no longer be perfect if God allowed
imperfect beings to enter it. No matter what some people may claim about penetrating
heaven, they have not. Imperfection just cannot cross over into perfdtteofatal

mistake of false teachers is just tHatal — fatal and eternally doominghe

consequences of denying the incarnation of Jesus Christ are terrible. If Jesus Christ is
not from God, then it means...

» that God has not loved us enough to reveal Himself to us (1 Jn. |:2).

» that God has not loved us enough to send uS\ibva of life (1 Jn. 1:1).

» that God has not loved us enough to show us eternal life (1 Jn. 1:2).

» that there is no eternal life (1 Jn. 1:2).

» that there is no fellowship with God, not for sure (1 Jn. I:3).

» that the message of hope and of Scripture are not true, not for sure (1 Jn. 1:3).

» that there is no joy beyond this life, not for sure, no fullness of joy (1 Jn. |:4).

» that Jesus Christ is not oidvocate (1 Jn. 2:2).
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» that there is no fgiveness of sin (1 Jn. 1:9; 2:2).
» that there is no perfect sacrifice for sin (1 Jn. 2:2).

On and on the list could go, but the point is clearly sEea false teacher destroys the
hope of salvation and of eternity with G&tle are left without hope and without God

in this world unless God has loved us, loved us so much that He sent His Son Jesus
Christ into the world. Jesus Christ is the crux of the message of the gospel. Note that
the spirit of the false teacher is the spirit of antichrist (see notes, 1 h23):1Ba

teacher confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, he is a truelteathiee

is a false teacher who promotes the very spirit of antichrist. “Dear friends, do not
believe every spirit, but test the spirits” (v

Mat 10:33“But whoever disowns me betomen, | will disown him befemy Father
in heaven.”

Mark 8:38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my d®in thisadulteous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in hissFather
glory with the holy angels.”

2 Pet 2:1, But thee weke also false mphets among the people, just asé¢heill be
false teachers among you. They will sélgrintroduce destictive heesies, even denying
the soveeign Lod who bought them bringing swift destiction on themselves, if
this is so, then the Ldrknows how toascue godly mendm trials and to hold the
unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.

1 John 2:22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man
is the antichrist- he denies the Father and the Son.

Gal 1:6-91 am astonished that youeaso quickly destng the one who called you by the
grace of Christ and a&rturning to a diffeent gospel- which is eally no gospel at all.
Evidently some peopleathiowing you into confusion andeatrying to pevert the
gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angefrirheaven should gach a gospel other
than the one we pached to you, let him be eternally condemAsdive have adrady
said, so now | say again: If anybody igaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let him be eternally condemned!

Mat 5:19“Anyone who beaks one of the least of these commandnagickseaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practices and teaches these commands will be calk=t gr the kingdom of heaven.”

Mat 15:9“They worship me in vain; their teachingsedout wles taught by men.”

1 Tim 1.7 They want to be teachers of the Jédart they do not know what theyear
talking about or what they so confidently affirm.
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1 Tim 4:1-2The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abartterfaith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings coonghthr
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have beeneskeas with a hot on.

1 Tim 6:3 If anyone teaches false doctrines and does n@ategigrthe sound insiction
of our Lod Jesus Christ and to godly teaching.

2 Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.
Instead, to suit their own dess, they will gather aund them a grat number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want to h&aey will turn their ears away
from the tuth and turn aside to myths.

Titus 1:10-11 For there ar many ebellious people, mertalkers and deceivers,
especially those of the ciimcision goup. They must be silenced, because they ar
ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to t+eacid that for
the sake of dishonest gain.

2 Pet 2:1But thee weke also false mphets among the people, just as ¢éheill be
false teachers among you. They will s#lgrintroduce destictive heesies, even
denying the soveign Lod who bought them bringing swift destiction on themselves.

1 John 0404 Test Believers

Third, test yourselves. Howrhere are two ways.

1.
2.

Ask yourself if you arérom God that is, have you been born of G@8@e note, 1 Jn. 2:29.)

Ask yourself if you are overcoming the spirits of false teachEng?Spirit of God is

in you, and He is far greater than the evil spirits of false teachers. He enables you to
conguer false teachei®herefore, if you are following a teacher who denies the
incarnation, that the Son of God has come in the flesh, then yootafrem God.You

are not born of God. But if you have rejected the teachings of men who deny the
incarnation of Jesus Christ, then you are born of God.

Thought 1.Many false teachers are persuasiey are very personable, attractive and
appealing— full of charismaTheir ideas and teachings sound reasonable and appealing.
But if a person has been truly born of God, he has the Holy Spirit to help him see the
error of the teachingind note the words “you have overcome theité Spirit of God

does not failTherefore, if a person is following some strange teaching about Jesus
Christ, he is most likely ndiorn of GodThose who are truligorn of Godacknowledge

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who has come in theTleshconfess...

* theincarnation

» the righteousness and sinlessness of Jesus Christ, the death, burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ
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* the ascension and exaltation of Jesus Christ

John 14:17“The Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept hibecause it neither
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

John 14:26"But the Counsellgrthe Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and wi#mind you of evgthing | have said to you.”

John 16:13"But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you
what is yet to come.”

Rom 8:9You, howeverare contolled not by the sinful natarbut by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in yolAnd if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ.

Rom 8:14Because those whoated by the Spirit of God arsons of God.

1 Cor 2:12-13\e have noteceived the spirit of the world but the Spirit who arfr
God, that we may understand what God haslfr given us. This is what we speak,
not in words taught us by human wisdom but in dgtaught by the Spirit, exgssing
spiritual truths in spiritual wods.

1 Cor 3:16Don't you know that you yourselvesdbods temple and that GalSpirit
lives in you?

1 John 2:27As for you, the anointing yoeceeived fom him emains in you, and you do
not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as
that anointing is eal, not counterfei- just as it has taught yougmain in him.

1 John 3:24Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in fedrthis is
how we know that he lives in use\Whow it by the Spirit he gave us.

1 John 4:13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit.
IV. 1John 0405-06 Testthe Followers of @achers

Fourth test the followers of teacheWe can look at the people who follow teachers and tell
whether a teacher is false or not.

1. False teachers are followed by people who are woiltiye the three things said:

a. False teachers are from the woillley have only a natural birth: thegive never been
born of God, never been spiritually bofithe Spirit of God, the divine nature of God,
is not dwelling within their hearts.
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b.

False teachers speak from the viewpoint of the wivltat does this mean? It means
they teach a worldly or human approach to God:

that man reaches God by being good and doing good.

that man becomes acceptable to God by living a religious life and by doing religious
things such as being confirmed, baptized, going to church, confessing and keeping the
rituals and ceremonies.

that man secures Gadapproval by combining his spirit with Gedpirit through
communion and through righteous deeds.

Note: such approaches to God centre and focus upon man and what fibelpase
centred in the world, not in God and what God has done to save man. Man saves
himself, not God through His Son Jesus Christ.

The world listens to false teacheffie message of false teachers appeals to man. For

if the Son of God has not come to earth, then there is no absolute and infallible rule to
govern manTherefore, we are somewhat free to find our own way to God the best we
can. If we stumble here and there, it will not matter that much. God will understand,
for He has left us to find our own wakhis teaching, of course, tends...

* to excuse sin

* to exalt man as his own Saviour

* to stress ego and séthage over the power of God and His Spirit

* to give man the right to gain personal authority and power over others

» to give man the right to focus upon success, position, mpleagures and possessions

* to stress man and his inner power [will] over Goabwer

» to exalt man and his importance over God

» to focus upon the discipline and control of the flesh (sinful nature) over the power
of God’s Spirit

Luke 18:9To some who werconfident of their own righteousness and looked down
on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:

John 8:42-43Jesus said to them, “If God weeyour Fatheryou wouldove me, for |
came fom God and now am herl have not come on my own; but he sent me.
Why is my language not clear to yoB&cause you arunable to hear what | sdy

John 8:46-47‘Can any of you ppve me guilty of sin? If | am telling theitin, why dor’
you believe me? He who belongs to God hears whas@al Thegason you do not
hear is that you do not belong to God.”

Rom 1:20-22For since the aation of the world God'invisiblequalities— his
eternal power and divine nati~ have been clearly seen, being understoouhfr
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what has been made, so that memaithout excuse. For although they knew God,
they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became
futile and their foolish heas wee darkenedAlthough they claimed to be wise, they
became foolqcp. v 18-32)

1 Cor 1:18-21For the message of theoss is foolishness to those whe @erishing,

but to us who a being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will degtr

the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent | wiithate.” Whee is

the wise man? Wheiis the scholar? Wheiis the philosopher of this age? Has not

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleaseditiir the foolishness of

what was peached to save those who beligep. 1 Cor3.19-21)

1 Cor 8:2The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know
1 Cor 10:12So, if you think you arstanding firm, be caful that you domfall!

Gal 6:31f anyone thinks he is something when he is nothingebeives himself.

Prov 3:7Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear thep and shun evil.

Prov 20:6Many a man claims to have unfailing love, but a faithful man who can find?
Prov 28:26He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe.

Isa 5:21Wbe to those who arwise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight.

Isa 47:8-10"Now then, listen, you wantone&ature, lounging in your security and
saying to yourself, ‘I am, and theers none besides me. | will never be a widow or
suffer the loss of chilén.’Both of these will ovéake you in a moment, on a single
day: loss of childen and widowhood. They will come upon you in full measar
spite of youmany soceries and all your potent spellsowyhave tusted in your
wickedness and have said, ‘No one sees Yoar wisdom andknowledge mislead
you when you say to yourself, ‘Il am, and éhsrnone besides me.’

Hosea 10:138ut you have planted wickedness, you haaped evil, you have eaten
the fruit of deception. Because you have depended on your emgtstand on your
many walrriors.

Oba 1:3-4“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the
rocks and make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring
me down to the gund?'Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among
the stars, fom thee | will bring you down,” declaes theLorb.

2. True teachers are followed by people who know Gbey know and acknowledge
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has come in the Tlashefore, they follow the
teacher who proclaims...
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the incarnation of God, that is, thegwr birth, that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.

the righteousness of Jesus Christ, that He did live a sinless lifeHeheas upon
earth and thereby secured righteousness for man.

the death of Jesus Christ, that He died for maims, that He was the perfect
sacrifice for sin, wholly and perfectly acceptable to God.

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, that He arose and conquered death for all men and
made it possible for man to live a new life, a new life that conquers all the forces
of evil and that infuses into man the seed of eternal life.

Note what the verse says: those Whow Godare the followers of the true teaghaut
those whare not fom Goddo not hear the true teachEhis is the way we know the
spirit of truth and the spirit of error

Thought 1.We can tell a true teacher by the people who follow him. Our task is to
look at the followers of any teach®vhat kind of life do they live- a worldly or
righteous life? (See notes, 1 Jn. 2115 1 Jn. 2:29; 3:9.)

Luke 8:14“The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who be&ias they
go on their way they archoked by life’worries, riches and pleasas, and they do
not matue.”

John 7:16-17Jesus answed, “My teaching is not my own. It comesnfrhim who sent
me. If anyone chooses to do Goadlill, he will find outvhether my teaching comesrin
God or whether | speak on my own.”

John 8:31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching,
you ae really my disciples.”

John 14:17“The Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept hibgecause it neither
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

John 15:26“When the Counsellor comes, whom | will send to yomfthe Father
the Spirit of tuth who goes outdm the Fatherhe will testify about me.”

John 16:13“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you
what is yet to come.”

1 Cor 2:12We have noteaceived the spirit of the world but the Spivhio is fom God,
that we may understand what God hagly given us.

1 John 4:6We ar from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is
not from God does not listen to us. This is howegegnize the Spirit ofuth and the
spirit of falsehood
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