LAW: THE WRONGWAY
FORA MAN TO BE JUSTIFIED
Romans (4:13-16

Introduction

A man is not justified by the law and its work&e law is the wrong way for a man to
seek acceptance and justification by God.

The unmistakable statement: the promise of the inheritance is not through the law but
through faith (v13).

The agument against the lag/securing justification, salvation (\Vi415).
The agument for faith (v16).

Romans 0413 The Promise, Faith vs. LawRighteousness and Reward

Theunmistakable statementthe promise of the inheritance is not through the law but
through faith. Note several things.

1.

a.

The promise involves inheriting the whole worTdhis is clear from several facts.

Canaan was thgromised landa type of heaven and a type of the new heavens and
earth God is to recreate fAbraham and his seed ofgdring (the believer).

Rom 4:13-14t was not though law thatAbraham and his offspring@ceived the j@mise
that he would be heir of the world, butaligh the righteousness that comes by faith.
For if those who live by law arheirs, faith has no value and themprise is wathless.

Heb 11:8-10By faithAbraham, when called to go to a place he would lateeive as
his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not knoe desas going. By
faith he made his home in theprised land like a stranger in a &gn county; he lived
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who eveeirs with him of the samegmnise For he
was looking foward to the city with foundations, whoselaitect and builder is God.

Heb 11:13, 14, 16All these people werstill living by faith when they died. They did not
receive the things pmised; they only saw them and welcomed them & distance.
And they admitted that they weeailiens and strangers on ¢lar People who say such
things show that they adooking for a counir of their own.... Instead, they wer
longing for a better counyr— a heavenly one. Thefiore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has @pared a city for them.

Heb 12:22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the
living God. Y¥u have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly

Heb 13:14For here we do not have an enduring cityit we ae looking for the city
that is to come.
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2 Pet 3:10-13But the day of the Ldrwill come like a thief. The heavens will disappear
with a roar; the elements will be destred by fie, and the edh and eveything in it

will be laid bae. Since evething will be destryed in this waywhat kind of people
ought you to be?0u ought to live holy and godly lives as you lookverd to theday

of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens
by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with dvisige we a&
looking foward to a new heaven and a newtbathe home of righteousness.

Rev 21:1Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first haadethe first
earth had passed awagnd thee was no longer any sea.

Abraham was promised that he would be the “father” of many nations. He is said to be
the father of all believers from all nations of the earth {#312). He and his dgpring
(believers) are promised a new world when Christ returns.

Christ is to inherit the world and be exalted as the Sovereign Majesty of the universe,
ruling and reigning forever and ever

Abraham and his &dpring (believers) are said to be heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ.

Rom 8:16-17The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we &ods childen.
Now if we ae children, then we & heirs— heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we sharin his sufferings in der that we may also st&in his gloy.

They shall all reign with Christ through all eternif@eeRewad, JudgingMt. 19:28;
Lk. 16:1012 Rev 14:13; 21:2427.)

Mat 16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Fathgfory with his angels,
and then he willeward each person accding to what he has done.

Mat 25:31-32“When the Son of Man comes in his giand all the angels with him,
he will sit on his thone in heavenly glgr All the nations will be gathed befoe him,
and he will separate the people onenfranother as a sheplieseparates the sheep
from the goats.”

Luke 1:33“And he will reign over the house of Jacobdwer; his kingdom will
never end.”

1 Cor 15:25For he musteign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

2 Tim 4:1 In the pesence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you thigechar

Rev 21:1-7Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed awagnd thee was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City
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the new Jarsalem, coming down out of heaveamfrGod, pepaed as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husbanéind | head a loud voice fsm the thone saying, “Now the
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipeetaar fom their

eyes. Thex will be no mae death or mourning or gmg or pain, for the old ater of
things has passed awayie who was seated on the time said, “I am making ever
thing new!” Then he said, “Vite this down, for these was ae trustwvorthy and

true.” He said to me: “It is done. | am tidpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End. © him who is thirsty | will give tdrink without cosfrom the spring of the water of
life. He who ovazomes will inherit all this, and | will be his God and he will be my son.

Isa 9:7 Of the incease of his government and peacedhel be no end. He wilkignon
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness @m that time on and fever The zeal of the LdrAImighty will
accomplish this.

Isa 32:1See, a king willeign in righteousness andlers will rule with justice.

Jer 23:5"The days ae coming,” declaes the Lad, “when | will raise up to David a
righteous Branch, a King who wikkign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.”

Dan 7:14He was given authorifyglory and sovegign power; all peoples, nations
and men of every language worshiped him.ddisiinion is an everlasting dominion
that will not pass awayand his kingdom is one that will never be dustd.

2. The “seed” or “ofspring” of Abraham refers tall believersThis is clear from the
promise that is said to be “guaranteed té&\BHahams offspring” (v. 16). Every true
believer is an heir of the promise. If a man believes, he receives the most glorious
promise: he will inherit the world.

Mat 5:5 “Blessed ae the meek, for they will inherit the daf

Gal 3:291f you belong to Christ, then youeahbrahams$ seed, and heirs acabng to
the pomise.

3. God does not give the promise through the lawt through the righteousness of faith.

a. A man will not receive an inheritance in thew worldbecause he...
» tried to keep the law » did some great works
* lived by good deeds * was baptized and joined a church
* was moral and very religious

b. A man will receive an inheritance in thew worldbecause he...
* believed God forighteousnesand God took his belief aoduntedt for righteousness
Romand4:13-16 3
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The point is clearly seen, and it is unmistakable:

Rom 4:3What does the Scripteisay? “Abraham believed God, and it wasdited
to him as righteousness.”

Rom 4:5Howeverto the man who does not work buistis God who justifies the
wicked, his faith is @dited as righteousness.

Rom 4:13It was not though law thalAbraham and his offspringeceived the mmise
that he would be heir of the world, butaligh the righteousness that comes by faith.

. Romans 0414-15 Salvation: Faith vs. the Law

Theargument against the las/securing justification or salvatiohhe promise of the
inheritance does not come through the. [Blaree facts about the law show this.

1. Law voids faith; it erases any hope of ever receiving the proifigereason can be
simply stated: law demands perfection; law insists that it be obeyed. Law cries out,
“violate and break me and you become guilty and condemned and are to be punished.”

No man can live perfectly righteous before God; no man can keep from coming short
and breaking the law of God at some poliiiterefore every man is a lawbregker
imperfect and short of Gasglglory and is to be condemned and punished.

a. If the promise of God inheritance is by lavthen no man shall inherit the promise,
for the promise is given only to the righteous; and no man is perfectly rightéusis.
of course, means something. If the promise is by tla@n no man has hope of ever
receiving the promise, for he does not and cannot keep th&Hauaw erases the
promise, makes it of nofett or value whatsoever

b. If the promise of God inheritance is by lavthen faith is voided and has absolutely
nothing to do with securing the promigeman wouldhave to keep his mind and eyes,
and most tragic of all, his heart upon tae, for it would be the law that would
determine whether or not the man received the promise. Faith would not be entering the
picture; it would be voided, irrelevant, having nothing to with receiving the promise.

Rom 3:19Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those whmaer the
law, so that evegr mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.

Rom 8:3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful
nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.
And so he condemned sin in sinful man.

Gal 2:19For through the law | died to the law so that | might live for God.

Heb 7:19(For the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope isdinited, by
which we draw near to God.
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c. This point is often overlooked. If the promise of Goiiheritance comes by the law
then receiving the promise would have nothing to do with faith, nothing to do with...

» trusting the love of God

» learning and knowing the love of God

» focusing ones mind and thoughts upon God
* knowing Gods$ Son, the Lord Jesus Christ

If God accepted us and gave us the promise of inheritance because we keptltea law
we would have to focus our lives upon the.lBelieving and loving God and knowing
God’s Son would have nothing to do with our salvatidre law would force us to seek
God by keeping the lawraith would have nothing to do with the promiBlee law

would void faith and make useless andfieefve the love of God and the Son of God.

2 Cor 10:5We demolish ajuments and evgipretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

Phil 4.8-9 Finally, brothers, whatever isuie, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pw, whatever is lovelyhatever is admirable- if anything is excellent
or praisewothy— think about such things. Whatever you have learnedagived or
head from me, or seen in meput it into practiceAnd the God of peace will be with you.

2. Law brings or works wrath in three terrible ways.

a. Law shouts out at a man, “Break me and you become guolitylemned, and are to be
punished.” Such is antagonistic and stirs and aggravates anger ani\ethGod is
seen as a legalistic Person who hovers over us, watching every move we make, there is
a tendency to view God as stringent, demanding, condempapsist, angrywengeful
and full of wrath against usvhy? Because we fail and come short ever so often.
Therefore if God is legalistic, then He is hovering over us, and not a single one of us is
going to inherit the promis&Ve are guilty and to be judged, and we are not going to
be rewarded with an inheritandeherefore, law works wrath between God and man; it
keeps a man from being acceptable to God and from ever receiving the promise of God.

b. Law works wrath in that it keeps a man tied up in knots, under pressure and tension
and in a strainThe man who works to do the law struggles to do the right thing and
guards against doing the wrong thing. He fights to avoid all the evil he can, wondering
and worrying if he is ever doing enough to be acceptable to God.

Such a life is not full of love and joy and peatkere is no sense of purpose, meaning

and significance, no sense of completeness and fulfilment. Such a life is filled with
uneasiness and turmoil, uncertainty and insec8itgh a life of legalism works

wrath: it keeps tension between God and man and establishes and builds a strained and
uneasy relationship.
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c. Law works wrath in that it causes a man to focus his life upon the law and not upon
God. His mind and attention and thoughts are...

e upon keeping the rules, not upon trusting God

« upon watching where he steps, not upon drawing near God

e upon avoiding errors, not upon learning the truth of God

e upon observing certain rituals, not upon fellowshipping with God
* upon practicing religion, not upon worshipping God

Rom 7:10-1 | found that the vgrcommandment that was intended to bring life
actually bought death. For sin, seizing the opjmity affoded by the commandment,
deceived me, and tbugh thecommandment put me to death.

Gal 3:10All who rely on obsering the law ae under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed
is eveyone who does not continue to do gteing written in the Book of the Law

Gal 3:12The law is not based on faith; on the comgrdi"he man who does these
things will live by them.”

Gal 5:4 You who ae trying to be justified by law have been alienatednfiChrist; you
have fallen away éim grace.

3. Law means transgressiorhere are three reasons for this.

a. If no law exists, there is no law to break; therefore, there is no transgression. But if
there is a lawthen breaking the law begins to exist; transgression becomes a eeality
living fact. Where there is no lawhere is no transgression; where there is there is
transgressionlhe point is this: the man who seeks Gaatceptance by keeping the
law lives in a world of transgression, of breaking the law and coming short o God’
glory. The law means transgression, that a man fails and comes short 8f God’
acceptance; therefore, it means that the legalist is guilty and condemned and is not to
receive the promise of Godhen a law exists, there is argarwithin man to stretch
it to its limits and to break iThis is one of the paradoxes of human nature. Man has
that within himself, aminregulated uge...

* notto be regulated * notto be ordered around
* not to be restricted * notto be governed
* not to be ruled * to seek his own desires

* todo as he pleases to fill his fleshly passions

* to fulfil his urges * to see, have, hold and get more

When a law exists, tells a man he can go this far and no farth must not go
beyond this limit or he becomes a lawbreaketransgressor (e.g. a speed sign).
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The law actually pulls a man to go that fiais within his nature to go to the limit, to
do as much as he carhe uge within his nature even stirs him to stretch the law and
to go beyond its limits.

=>The grass on the other side looks greener

=> The melon on the other side of the fence is juicier
=> The stolen fruits are sweeter

=> The forbidden is more appealing.

=> The unknown is more exciting.

When law exists, there is transgression. Every man becomes guilty and is to be
condemned and punished, not rewarded with the promise.

Rom 7:5For when we wer contolled by the sinful natey, the sinful passions
aroused by the law werat work in our bodies, so that we bduit for death.

Rom 7:8But sin, seizing the oppminity affoded by the commandmentpguced in
me evey kind of covetous desirFor apat from law sin is dead.

c. When a law exists, it becomes an accuseantagonist. It shouts, “Break me and you
become a lavibreaker and are to be condemned and punished.” Now note: the law has no
power to keep a person from transgressing; it can only shoatisgression!The law is...

* not a power to save, but a rule to control and condemn
e not a saviourbut a judge

This is the very problem with the law
=> |t can only accuse; it cannot deliver
=> |t can only point out sin; it cannot save from sin.
=> |t can only show a man where he failed; it cannot show him how to keep from failing.
=> |t can only condemn; it has no power to free.
The man who tries to live by law is left hopeless and helpless, for he transgresses and

becomes a lavhreakerHe is to be condemned, never receiving the inheritance of
God’s promise.

Rom 3:20Therefore no one will be declad righteous in his sight mbsering the
law; rather through the law we become conscious of sin.

Rom 5:20The law was added so that thedgpass might inease. But whersin
increased, grace ineased all the mer

Rom 7:7What shall we sayhen? Is the law sin? Ceiinly not! Indeed | would not
have known what sin was excepbtigh the lawFor | would not have known what
coveting eally was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.”
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Gal 3:19What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because ofdssists
until the Seed to whom thegpnise efered had come. The law was put into effect
through angels by a mediator

Gal 3:24So the law was put in chge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified
by faith.

1 Tim 1:9We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for leak®rs
and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy ameligious; for those who kill their
fathers or mothers, for mderers.

Romans 0416 Faith, Promise and Grace

The agument for faithThe promise of the inheritance comes through faitinee facts
about faith show this.

1.

Faith brings grace. (Sé&&race,Tit. 2:11-15.) Gracegharig means a gift, a free qift, a
gift given without expecting anything in return. It means fayvapproval, acceptance,
goodwill, assistance, help, kindnessll freely given and given without expecting
anything in return.

Picture the scene of a man broken over his sin. He may be a mild sinner or the worst
sinner on earth, yet he comes to God. He...

» falls to his knees

» confesses his sin

» confesses his inadequacy to save himself

» cries for God to have mercy and todgiwve his sin

» thanks God that He does fre sin

» praises God for answering his prayer andifong his sin

Now, who is theSaviouy theDeliverer, theSubjectwho deserves the praise and the
honour and the gloryPhe answer is obvious: God. God is the centre of the picture.
This is the very reason salvation and all its promises are by grace through faith. Grace
puts God in the centrAdnd when a man makes God the centre of his life, casting
himself completely upon God and putting all his faith and trust in God, God is bound
to hear and answer the mavihy? Because the man is honouring God compledely

the man who honours God is always acceptable and heard by God.

Now note: when a mareally believessod, his faith brings the grace of God to him. It
causes him to focus upon God, to centre his life upon the love of God, to see the
presence of God, to secure the fellowship and companionship of God. to know the
love, joy, peace, care and concern of God. Simply stated, it causes a man to seek a
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personal relationship with God, a relationship of trust and dependence. Such is the life
of grace, the grace that is given to man by faith. It is faith that honours and praises and
glorifies God, and because it does, it brings the grace of God to man.

Psa 1.5:1 Not to us, O Lat, not to us but to your name be the gldrecause of your
love and faithfulness.

Acts 15:11 No! We believe it is though the grace of our LdrJesus that we arsaved,
just as they a&.”

Rom 3:24And ae justified feely by his grace tbugh the edemption that came by
Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:8-9For it is by grace you have been savedptigh faith— and this not fom
yourselves, it is the gift of Gednot by works, so that no one can bo&See Rom.
3:24; 5:15; 1:6; Eph. 2:4-10)

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appddano all men.

2. Faith makes the promise sure, guarantees the promisds seen in the above point.
When God is honoured and made the centre and focus sfldeeind trust, that
person can rest assured God will accept him and give him the promise of the
inheritanceThat man will inherit the earth.

Titus 3:7 So that, having been justified by his grace, we nighbme heirs having
the hope of eternal life.

3. Faith assures that the promise is for everyone, that it is availableTtbeajpromise is
not given to an exclusive club of people, to an exclusive nation or race or class of people.
The promise is given to all, to every person on earth. If the promise was, lilydavit
would be only for those who have the law and are able to keep th&/fawthen
would happen to the heathen who do not have the law and to the handicapped who are
unable to do some of the things the law commaiitiey could never be saved if the
promise came by the lalMowever when the promise is given by the grace of God
through faith, no man is exempt from the inheritance. Every man can be saved and
inherit the promise of eternal life in the new heavens and earth, for every man can
believe and trust God (the very thing that even a human father wants of his children).

Luke 21:33"Heaven and eath will pass awaybut my wods will never pass away

Rom 4:13It was not though law thalAbraham and his offspringeceived the mmise
that he would be heir of the world, butaligh the righteousness that comes by faith.

Eph 2:4-7But because of his gat love for us, God, who is rich in nmgrmade us
alive with Christ even when we wellead inransgessions- it is by grace you have
been savedAnd God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
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realms in Christlesus, in ater that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable
riches of his grace, exgssed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

Titus 2:11-13For the grace of God that brings salvation regspeaed to all

men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
contmolled, upright and godly lives in thisggent age, while we wait for the blessed
hope— the glorious appearing of our gat God and Savioudesus Christ.

Heb 6:18God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible
for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hopeeaffierus may be gatly
encouraged.

Deu 7:9Know theefore that the Lait your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping
his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his
commands.

Psa 111:7 The works of his handsafaithful and just; all his prcepts ae
trustwothy. i

Tirus 02:11-15 (RACE (CHARIS)

Grace is probably the most meaningful word in the language ofTtherBible means
something far morthan men mean by grad® men the word “gracetieans three things

1. Grace is that something, that quality within a thing that is beautiful or joyful. It may
be the fragrance of a flowéhe rich green of the grass, the beauty of a lovely person.

2. Grace is anything that has loveliness. It may be a thought, an act, a word, a person.

3. Grace is a gift, a favour that someone might extend to a fricsedfavour is always
freely done, expecting nothing in return, and the favour is always done for a friend.

However when the early Christians looked at what God had done for men, they had
to add a deeper and much richer meaning to the grae.For God had saved
sinners, those who had acted against Hinerefore, grace became the favour of God
showered upon menA men who did not deserve His favoGrace became the
kindness and love that God freely gives to étismies- men who are...

* “powerless” (Rm. 5:6). < “ungodly” (Ram. 5:6).
* “sinners” (Ran. 5:8). * “enemies” (Rmn. 5:10).

No other word so expresses the depth and richness of the heart and mindTdfi§od.
Is the distinctive dierence between Galgrace and masmigraceWhereas man
sometimes does favours for his friends and thereby can be said to be gracious, God
has done a thing unheard of among men: He has given His very own Son to die for

His enemies (Rom. 5:80). (See notes, Jn. 21:1%; Eph. 2:810.)
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1. God’s grace is not earned. It is something completely undeserved and unmerited.

Eph 2:8-9For it is by grace you have been savedptigh faith— and this not fom
yourselves, it is the gift of Gednot by works, so that no one can boast.

Titus 3:4-5But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour apdehe saved
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because ofdyiHaeraved
us though the washing oébirth and enewal by the Holy Spirit.

2. God’s grace is the free gift of God. God extends His grace toward man.

Rom 3:24And ae justified feely by his grace tbugh the edemption that came by
Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:4-5But because of his gat love for us, God, who is rich in mgrmade us
alive with Christ even when we eatead in transgssions- it is by grace you have
been saved.

Titus 2:11-14For the grace of God that brings salvation has appddo all men. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live selhizmhtr
upright and godly lives in this psent age, while we wait for the blessed hejplee
glorious appearing of our giat God and Savioudesus Christ, who gave himself for
us to edeem us &m all wickedness and to purify for himself a people theh&
very own, eager to do what is good.

3 God’s grace is the only way man can be saved.

Rom 5:15But the gift is not like thedgspass. For if the many died by thesfrass of
the one man, how much reatid Gods grace and the gift that came by the grace of
the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!

1 Cor 1:41 always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.

2 Cor 8:9For you know the grace of our Labdesus Christ, that though he was rich
yet for your sakes he became paorthat you tfough his povey might become rich.

Titus 3:6-7[Salvation] whom he poed out on us geneusly though Jesus Christ
our Saviourso that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having
the hope of eternal life.

4. Grace means all the favours and gifts of God. It means all the good and perfect gifts of
God, all the good and beneficial things He gives us and does for us, whether physical,
material or spiritual (Jas. 1:17).

Eph 1:7In him we haveademption trough his blood, the fgiveness of sins, in
accodance with the riches of Gadjrace.
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Eph 2:71In order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches |of
his grace, exm@ssed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

Phil 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs aating to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus.

1 Tim 1:14The grace of our Larwas poued out on me abundantiBiong with the
faith and love that a in Christ Jesusa
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ABRAHAM: THE EXAMPLE OFA MAN
JUSTIFIED BYFAITH ALONE
Romans 04:1 /425

Introduction

Abraham is th@rime example or pattethat gperson is justifiedby faith and by faith alone.

The source oAbrahams faith (v 17).
The strength oAbrahams faith (v. 1822).

lll. The recording oAbrahams faith {v. 23-25).

Romans 0417 Source of Faith

Thesource oAbrahams faith was God and God alone. Note three points.

1.

It was God Himself whormbraham believed: “I have made you a father of many
nations” (v17; see Gen.17:8, esp. 46). Abraham had never had a son, not by Sarah.

He was now about one hundred years old, and Sarah was close to the sdineyage.
were both well beyond the years of having a son. Just think about it for a moment and
the impossibility is clearly realized. Abraham was ever to have a son, the son would
have to come from God. God would have to be the source, for only God could do such
an impossible thingAnd note: despite the impossibili§pbrahambelieves Godl'he

source ofAbrahams faith was God.

Mark 11:22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answed.

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes
to him must believe that he exists and thatdweards those who earnestly seek him.

It was the God who gives life to the dead whilmaham believedl'he source of
Abrahams faith was...

» the living and true God: the God who is omnipotent, possessing all, gbeer
power to breathe life intdead matter

The source oAbrahams faith was God: God who has the power to quicken, make

alive, revive, animate, rejuvenate and animate what is dead. No matter how impossible
the promise seemed, God was able to fulfil it becaleses God the One who

possesses all power (omnipotent). God is able to give life and resurrect the dead;
therefore, He is able to fulfil His promise.

John 5:24-25 tell you the truth, whoever hears my wbandbelieves him who

sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he basext over &fm death to

life. | tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear
the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.”
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John 6:40“For my Fathers will is that eveyone who looks to the Son and believes
in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last'day

Acts 24:15And | have the same hope in God as these men, thatwllebe a
resurection of both the righteous and the wicked.

1 Cor 15:22For as inAdam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

2 Cor 4:14Because we know that the one who raised thd lesus fsm the dead
will also raise us with Jesus andgsent us with you in hisgsence.

3. It was the God who creates who was the sourédathams faith. Because God is
God, that is, omnipotent, He is able to create. Hatale somethingut of nothing.
He needs nothing to create. He can spigakjs into existence just as He did when He
created the world (Gen. 1:1, Bbraham believed this; he believed that if it was
necessary God could create life in thgams of his and SarabodiesAbraham trusted
and believed the promise of God. God was the source of his faith.

Thought 1.Note a fact often overlooked. Every promise made by God is a promise that
only He can fulfil. He is not needed if man can meet and do whatever is neesledore,

if a man puts his faith in men, thentake hopes and promises that extend beyond this life
will not be met. No man can fulfil the hope and promise of salvation from sin, death and
hell. No man can fulfil the promise that we shall be “the heirs of the world,” that we
shall receive eternal life in the new heavens and earth.(48¢ ¥Wnly God can fulfil

the impossible promise of eternal life.

1 Th 4:16For the Lod himself will come downdm heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the ahangel and with the impet call of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first.

Mat 19:26Jesus looked at them and said,ithan this is impossibleéut with God all
things ae possible.”

Luke 1:37“For nothing is impossible with God.”

Job 42:2“1 know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.”

Il. Romans 0418-22 ®ength of Abraham’s Faith
Thestrength oAbrahams faith. Note two very significant lessons.

1. Abrahams faith was irwhat God saidthe promise of a descendant or of a son. He
had nothing else to go on but GeWord: “just as it had been said to him.”

The phrase “against all hogdyraham in hope believed” means thhtaham was past
hope, beyond all human help and any possibility of having a son. His situation was
beyond hope, yet he believed God; he placed his hope in God and in what God had said.

Exodus40:01-15 2
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a. Abraham was not weak in faith despite thinking about his own physical inaHikty
body was “good as dead”; he and Sarah were about one hundred ye&ing oldrd
“dead” is a perfect participle in the Greek which means that his reproducgaesor
had stopped functioning and were dead forever and could never again function.
Abraham could never have a son; it was not humanly possible. He and Sarah were
almost one hundred years old, now sexually “dead.”

Abraham thought about the matf€he phrase “faced the faqKatanoepmeans he
fixed his thoughts, his mind, his attention upon the mé&terhe did not give in to the
thoughts. He was not weak in faith.

Thought 1.Just imagine thpersonal elationshipAbraham mushave had with God!
To know God so wel loving and trusting God so strongiythat God could give him
an experience so meaningful tAdraham would believe the promise without even
staggering in faith.

Isa 43:10“You are my witnesses,” declkes the_orp, “and my sevantwhom | have
chosen, so that you may know and believe maiaddrstand that | am he. Bedor
me no god was formed, nor will tieebe one after me.”

Deu 6:5Love theLorpyour God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your stength.

Deu 10:12-13And now O Israel, what does tHeorp your God ask of you but to fear
the Lorp your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve_tiv® your God
with all your heat and with all yoursoul, and to obsee the Lod’s commands and
decres that | angiving you today for your own good?

b. Abraham was strong in faith not wavering regarding the promise of God. Instead he
walked about glorifying and praising God for His gloripusmise.The word
“wavering” (diakring means he did not staggdrd not vacillate, did not question
God’s ability to fulfil His promise.

c. Abraham was fully convinced of Gadability and God powerHe knew God could
overcome the diiculty of his body being “dead,” and he believed God could and
would either..

» quicken and give life to his bodgr
» recreate his reproductivegans (v17).
He did not know what method God would use, but he knew God was able to do what

He had promisedbraham believed God; he was fully persuaded that the promise
would be fulfilled.

Exodus40:01-15 3
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Luke 3:8“Produce fuit in keeping witheépentanceAnd do not begin to say to
yourselves,We haveAbraham as our father~or | tell you that out of these stones
God can raise up chiléin forAbraham.”

Acts 27:25S0 keep up your courage, men, for | have faith in God that it will happen
just as he told me.

Rom 4:20-21¥et he did not waver tbhugh unbeliefegading the pomise of God, but
was stengthened in his faith and gave glao God, being fully persuaded that God had
power to do what he hadgmised.

Deu 7:9Know theefore that the_orpyour God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping
his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his
commands.

Deu 31:19“Now write down for yourselves this song and teach it to the Israelites and
have them sing it, so that it may be a witness for me against them.”

Psa 37:5Commit your way to thieorp; trust in him and he will do this.
Prov 3:5Trust in theLorp with all your hear and lean not on your own understanding.

Isa 26:3You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he
trusts in you.

Jer 17:7“But blessed is the man who trusts in thekp, whose confidence is in him.”

2. Abrahams faith was credited as righteousness (Seelited,Rom. 4:22 Justification,
Rom. 4:22).

Romans 04: 22 @&epiTep, IMPUTED (ELOGISTHE)

Credited means to reckon, to impute, to credit, to count, to compute, to ascribe, 10
deposit, to put to ong'accountAbrahams faith was counted for righteousness.
Abraham deposited his faith with God, and God credita@ghams faith as
righteousnessg

Romans 04: 22
JusTiFicaTiON: FAITH, RIGHTEOUSNESS

This is why “it is cedited to him as righteousnessRomans 04:22

In simple termgustification means that God takes the beliégdaith and counts it as
righteousness (Rom. 4:3; see Gen. 15:6)

Exodus40:01-15 4
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When a persoreally believeshat Jesus Christ lgs SaviourGod takes that persan’
faith and counts it for righteousness (Rom. 4:3, 51922, 24)The person is not

corruptible, still short of God’glory as a sinful human being. But he does believe
Jesus Chrigs his SaviourSuch belief honours GalSon (whom God loves very
much), and because it honours Go8bn, God accepts that persoiaith for
righteousness. God counts that persdaith as righteousneskherefore, that person
becomes acceptable to Gadpersons belief— the right kind of belief- is critical.

Gen 15:6Abram believed theorp, and he cedited it to him as righteousness.

Rom 5:1Therefore, since we have been justifiedaingh faith, we have peace with
God thiough our Lod Jesus Christ.

Gal 3:6 ConsiderAbraham: “He believed God, and it wasedited to him as
righteousness.”

1 Cor 6:11 And that is what some of you weBut you wer washed, yowere sanctified
you wee justified in the name of the ldbdesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

the law but that which is tlough faith in Christ- the righteousness that comesnir
God and is by faitho

righteous; he has no righteousness of his own. He is still imperfect, still sinful, still

Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that cammes fr

that

lIl.  Romans 0423-25 Faith ofAbraham
The recording oAbrahams faith is for two purposes.

1. That men might read the account. It was not recorded just to hadbmalram as a
great man. It was written so that we might read and understand how we are to
acceptable to God.

become

John 20:31But these a written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son

of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

1 John 1:1-3That which was &m the beginning, which we have ligarhich we have

seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have teuttheave

proclaim concerning the & of life. The life appeard; we have seen it and testify to it,
and we poclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has agpb&aus.
We proclaim to you what we have seen and teso that you also may have fellowship

with us.And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:3-4Therefore, since | myself have @&dully investigated evgthing flom the

beginning, it seemed good also to me to write derdy account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

Exodus40:01-15 5
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2. That men might be counted righteous by believing. It is necessary to believe two things.
(Seeldustification though the Death anBesurection of Jesus ChrisRom. 4:25.)

a. That God raised Jesus our Lord from the deadJgsification though the Death and
Resurection of Jesus ChrisRom. 4:25Resurection of Jesus Chrisfcts 1:3;
Resurection of Jesus Chrisfcts 2:24).

b. That Jesus died for our sins and was raised for our justificatio@lsiseFulfils Law
Sin,Rom8:3; Resurection of Jesus Chrisicts 1:3) W

Romans 04:25 JSTIFICATION THROUGH
THE DEATH AND RESURRECTIONOF JESUSCHRIST

He was deliverd over to death for our sins and was raised to life for qur
justification. Romans 4:25

Christ was delivered to death for our sins and raised again for our justification. He
offered Himself as aatonemenor propitiation for our sin Atonement or propitiation
means sacrifice, covering. (See notes, Rom. 3:25; 1 J&) Zhrist ofered Himself

as our sacrifice, as our substitute, as the covering for our sins. God accepted the
offering and the sacrifice of His life for uBhe resurrection proves it.

1. The resurrection shouts loudly and clearly that God is satisfied with the settlement
for sin which Christ made.

2. The resurrection declares the believer justified, free from sin, and righteous in
God's eyes. (Se€redited,Rom. 4:22;Justification and Peac&om. 5:1. See
Rom. 4:5; 4:13; 4:1:25.)

Acts 2:23-24This mail was handed over to you by Gkt purpose and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him
to the coss. But God raised hinoim the dead, éeing him fom the agony of death,
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

Acts 2:31-32Seeing what was ahead, he spoke ofeékamection of the Christ, that
he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see. @smwayas raised this
Jesus to life, and we aall witnesses of the fact.

Acts 10:39-41'We ar withesses of ewghing he did in the countrof the Jews and
in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him oneetrbut God raised himadm the
dead on the thet day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people,
but by withesses whom God hadeally choser- by us who ate and drank with him
after he ose fom the dead.”

Exodus40:01-15 6
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Acts 13:30But God raised him &M the dead.

Rom 1:4And who though the Spirit of holiness was deedrwith power to be the
Son of God by hissurection fom the dead: Jesus Christ our Hor

Eph 1:20-21Which he exded in Christ when he raised hinofn the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heaveniatms, far above allule and authoritypower
and dominion, and ewvetitle that can be given, not only in theepent age but also in
the one to comex

Ac1s01:03 ResurRRECTIONOF JESUSCHRIST

After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many
convincing poofs that he was alive. He appedrto them over a period of
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of G&cts 01:03

Jesus appeared at least ten times after His resurrection before He ascended into heaven.
There were apparently many more appearances not recorded (see J812P13P5).

1. He appeared to Mary Magdalene (Mk. 119 Jn.20:1-18).

2. He appeared to the women running to tell the disciples about the empty tomb (Mt.
28:8-10)

3. He ppearedo Petemprobably to assureim of hisrestoratior(Lk. 24:34; 1 Carl5:5).

A

4. He appeared to the two Emmaus disciples sometime in the early evening (M}
16:12; Lk. 24:1342).

5. He appeared to the disciples withomas absent (Mk. 16:14; Lk.24:3@; Jn.
20:1925).

6. One week lateHe appeared to the disciples who had gone fishing (Jn. 20).
7. He appeared to 500 believers (1 Cd.6).

8. He appeared to the apostles (Mt. 28206 Mk. 16:1518).

9. He appeared to James, the Lerdaltbrother (1 Carl5:7).

10.He appeared to the believers at His ascension (Mk. 180189k. 24:4453;
Acts 1:312).

It should be remembered that since Jesus’ ascension He has appeared at least fwo
other times.

1. He appeared tot&phen at his martyrdom (Acts 7:556).

2. He appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts &13f).
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AcTs02:24 ResURRECTIONOF JESUSCHRIST

But God raised him &m the dead, éeing him fom the agony of death,
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold onAut02:24

This is a great verse dealing with the resurrection of Christ. Note three points.

1. God raised up Christ. God knew that the very best way to save man from death
was through the resurrection of His own Son from the dead.

2. The resurrection of Christ freed “him from the agony of dedthée’ wordagony
(odinag means birth pangs. For the unbelietieere is great pain in death, pain
such as that experienced by a woman in giving birth. But man no longer has to
suffer the pain of death nor fear gring through it. Christ has conquered and

and joyful experience for the belieyan experience that simply explodes human
imagination. (See Jn. 5:24; Heb. 2:14-15.)

3. It was impossible for death to hold Chridthy?There are several significant
reasons.

a. There was God'set purpose and foreknowledge. God knew that the way of the
cross and resurrection was the very best way to save the Woeldfore, nothing
could stop God from followinghrough with the death and resurrection of His
Son. (Sed\cts 2:2528.)

b. Jesus was approved by God. He had &agproval, sanction, accreditation and
endorsement. Jesus Christ was perfectly acceptable to Gakt{seR:22-24).

c. Jesus’ resurrection was foretold by Scripture, and Scripture must be fulfilled.

d. Jesus wakife itself. He possesses the véging essence, qualifpubstanceand
enegy of life. He isThe Life Life itself; therefore, He is the source of all lifdl
life finds its source in the erggr and being of Christ Himselfherefore, being
Life, death could not engulf Him any more than darkness can engulf light. (Se
Jn. 1:45; Jn. 14:6.)

U
)

e. Jesus was sinless. Death exists or happens because everything is short of
perfection— short of what it should be short ofGods gloty. This is true of man.
Man dies because he falls “short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Sin is...
 falling short
* missing the mark
» transgressing Goslglory

Exodus40:01-15 8

abolished death, made it completely harmless. Death is actually the most glorious



TheAssembly and Dedication of tHabernacle, the Centerforship

And it is sin that causes dealtherefore Jesus Christ, being sinless, did not have t
die. He died because Heélled to die for man.

The point is this: Jesus was sinless and perfect and righteous (Jn. 8:4652Cor
Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pet. I:9; 2:22). He was the Ideal Man, the Sinless Man, the Pe
Man— the Ideal Pattern for all other m@8rherefore, when He died for men, He diec
as the Ideal Man or the Ideal Patteknd death cannot hold the Ideal Man, for the
Ideal Man came short in nothing. He was not short in life; therefore, He was dest
to live forever He was Perfect Life and Perfect Mas.the Scripture says, “It was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” (See Rom. t#.)

Romans 08: 03
JESUSCHRIST FULFILS THE Law AND CoONDEMNS SN

For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinf
nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to
a sin offering And so he condemned sin in sinful m&uamans 08:03

Christ condemned sin in the sinful man in the flesh by three acts.

1. Christ pointed to sin and condemned it as being €ké. very fact that He never
sinned points out that sin is contrary to God and to &oakure. Christ rejected
He condemned it as evil and unworthy of God and man.

2. Christ secured righteousness for all m&iten He came into the world, He camé

with the same human nature, the same flesh that all men are bosa thélrsame

However He never sinned, not onceherefore, He secured a perfect
righteousness; and because His righteousness is perfect and ideal, it becom

men. His perfect righteousness overcomes sin and its penilepndemns sin. It

flesh finds its perfection and ideal in His righteousness and perfeslidiesh
finds its power to condemn sin “in Christ,” in His ideal righteousness.

John 8:46“Can any of you pove me guilty of sin? If | am telling theith, why
dont you believe me?”

weaknesses, but we have one who has been temptedyinvaygust as we a&r—
yet was without sin.

sin, and by rejecting it He showed that it was evil, that it was not to be touched.

is to be noted that He condemned sin “in sinful man, in his flesh:” therefore, all

rfect
)

[ined

be

1%

human nature, the same flesh with all its desires, passions and potential for evil.

es the

model and pattern for all men. It stands for and covers the unrighteousness of alll

Heb 4:15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
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Heb 7:26Such a high priest meets our needne who is holyblameless, pey,
set apat from sinners, exalted above the heavens.

Heb 9:14How much mag, then, will the blood of Christ, who tlugh the eternal
Spirit offeled himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciermasfits that
lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

1 Pet 1:19But with the pecious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

1 Pet 2:22'He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

1 John 3:5But you know that he appest so that he might take away our sins.
And in him is no sin.

3. Christ allowed the law of sin and death to be enacted upon Him instead of upon
the sinnerMan has sinned, so the natural consequence is corruption and death.
However Christ approached God and made two requests. First, He asked God to
accept Hiddeal righteousnesfr the unrighteousness of man. Second, He asked
God to lay mars sin and death upon Himself. He aslamtl to let Him bear the
law of sin and death for man and to experience hell for man. He asked God to let
Him condemn sin and death “in His body on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24). He was the
perfect, ideal ManTherefore, He could bear all the violations of the law and all
the experiences of death fall men. God so purposed, and God bore the awful
price of having to condemn sin and death in the death of His very own Son. $in
and its power have been made powerless. Death has been conquered (1 Gor
15:1-58, esp. vs. 5467), and he who had the power of death has been destroyed,
that is, Satan. (SegatanJn. 16:1)

Rom 5:6You see, at just the right time, when weenstill powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly

Rom 5:8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we si#ir
sinners, Christ died for us.

1 Cor 15:3For what | received | passed on to you as of first int@oce: that
Christ died for our sins accding to the Scriptues.

2 Cor 5:15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

Gal 3:13Christ redeemed usdm the curse of the law by becoming a curse for
us, for it is written: “Cursed is evgone who is hung on aeg.”
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Titus 2:14Who gave himself for us tedeem us ém all wickedness and to purify
for himself a people that arhis vey own, eager to do what is good.

Heb 2:9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now
crowned with gloy and honour because he sui@ideath, so that by the grace o
God he might taste death for everyone.

-

Heb 9:28So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and
he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who
are waiting for him.

1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on the#, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

1 John 3:16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for
us.And we ought to lay down our lives for ouotirers.
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