THE GREA ANNOUNCEMENT
TOTHE CHURCHES
ReveLaTion 01:04-08

Introduction

This is the great announcement to the churches. Note: there were seven chussiaes in

to which this great announcement was being mHde churches will be named and
discussed in a later passagéen they are, it will be seen that they are representative of all
churches of the Lord Jesus Christ throughout the wieddnow the great announcement

Is the subject to be discuss¥dhat is the great announcement proclaimed to the churches
of the world? It is fourfold.

I.  Announcement 1: grace and peace are yoursi(sy.

[I.  Announcement 2: Jesus Christ is the great Sauvibeigreat Redeemer (\&-6).
[ll.  Announcement 3: look, Christ comesTY.

V. Announcement 4: Christ is tiémighty God (v 8).

. Revelation 0104-05 Grace and Peace

Announcement one grace and peace are yourke church must know that it can
experience grace and peace.

=> Gracemeans the favour and blessings of God. It means that God takes an active role
in our lives; that He looks after and takes care of us: that He provides all the good and
beneficial things of life for us whether physical, material or spirii¥aldo not
deserve the grace of God, but God lovedtisrefore, He showers us with His grace,
His favour and His blessings.

=> Peacemeans that we can have peace with God and with men; that we no longer have
to feel that God is far way from us, nor that God is hovering over us, watching every
little move that we make. God is not evil; He is not seeking every chance to condemn
and punish us. God seeks only one thing with us and that is peace.

Peace also means that men no longer have to be divided, separated and discriminated
against; nor do they have to be fighting, warring, stealing and killing each déuer
can now have peaeepeace with God and peace with each other

This is the first great declaration to the chufde great gifts of grace and peace are now
available to man. But note where. It is not found among men. Neithes Grade (favour)

nor the great gift of peace can be found upon earth. Grace and peace come only from
heaven, only from God and His Spirit and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Grace and peace come only from the eternal and unchangeable God. Note how God is
described: “Goavho is and who was and who is to cdme.
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=> God is. => God was. => God is to come.

That is, God is eternal and He is unchangeable. He is the infinite God, the only living
and true God. He is today as He was, and He shall be the same in the ages to come.
This means the most wonderful thing: God has infinite power and knowledge. He
knows that we need His grace, His care and provision and His p@ackee has the
power to give us grace and pea&kkwe have to do is go to Him to Him who is the
source of grace and peace.

Eph 2:4-7But because of his gat love for us, God, who is rich in mgrmade us

alive with Christ even when we \gatead in transgssions- it is by grace you have
been savedAnd God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesu#) order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, egpsed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, wiltguanr
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Titus 2:11-15 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appdap all men. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live setiemhtr
upright and godly lives in this psent age, while we wait for the blessed heyibe
glorious appearing of our gat God and Savioudesus Christ, who gave himself for
us to edeem us ém all wickedness and to purify for himself a people thaha vey
own, eager to do what is good. These, themtlae things you should teach.
Encourage andabuke with all authorityDo not let anyone despise you.

Titus 3:5-7He saved us tlough the washing oébirth and enewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he powd out on us geneusly though Jesus Christ our Savipso that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

2. Grace and peace come from the Holy Spirit of God. Note that the Holy Spirit is called
the “seven spirits.The number seven in the Bible simply means completeness,
fullness and perfectiohus, theseven spiritsneans the Holy Spirit in all His
fullness.The Holy Spirit is before the throne of God in all of His perfection and
fullness.Therefore, the believer is to find grace and peace in the fullness of the Holy
Spirit. It is the Spirit of God who lives within the believer in order to fill the believer
with the grace and peace of God.

Thought 1.0ur duty is to learn to walk in the Spirit; to allow Him to fill us with
God’s grace and peace.

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesusnfrthe dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ fsm the dead will also give life to your nedrbodies though his
Spirit, who lives in you.
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Gal 5:22-23But the fuit of the Spirit is love, jgypeace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-cohtAgainst such things thelis no law

3. Grace and peace come from Jesus Christ. It is Christ who brought the grace and peace
of God to earthThis is clearly seen in the next note.

John 14:27"Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your heiarbe toubled and do not be afraid.”

John 16:33“l have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have wuble. But take he#rl have ovecome the world.”

Rom 3:24And ae justified feely by his grace tbugh the edemption that came by
Christ Jesus.

Eph 1:7In him we haveademption thwugh his blood, the fgiveness of sins, in
accodance with the riches of Gedjrace.

Eph 2:14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and hasyddstr
the barier, the dividing wall of hostility

Col 1:2To the holy and faithful lmthers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you
from God our Father

Il. Revelation 0105-06 Jesus Christ Redemption

Announcement twe- Jesus Christ is the great Savidhe great Redeemdtive great
things are declared about Jesus Christ in these two verses.

1. Jesus Christ is the faithful witness. He is the one Person we can depend/egan.
trust what Jesus Christ tells us. Jesus Christ came from God, out of heaven itself, to
reveal the truth to us the truth about God and man and rsambrld.What Jesus
Christ has revealed can be trusted. He is the faithful witness.

John 3:11 “I tell you the truth, we speak of what we kn@amd we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testifony

John 8:14Jesus answed, “Even if | testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid,
for | know whee | came fom and whes | am going. But you have no idea wher
come fom or whee | am going.”

John 18:37“You ate a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus anse@r“You are right in
saying | am a king. In fact, for thisaison | was born, and for this | came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

2. Jesus Christ is the first to arise from the dé&&adt is, He is the first to arise who never
again had to diel'he word “firstborn” means to be the first in rank; tosh@reme and
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preeminent in the resurrection. Of all the people who have arisen from the dead, Jesus
Christ is Supreme. It is He who is the Son of God; therefore, it is His resurrection that is
the supreme and preeminent resurrecdrother people arise because He aréde.

believers shall arise to live with God eternally because He arose and conquered death
for us. Because He arose, we too shall arise ibelievethat He died and arose for us.

3. Jesus Christ is the ruler of the kings of the earth. Jesus Christ has been raised from the
dead and exalted to the right hand of Gdtlrone. He and He alone has been given
the seat of Sovereign rule over the eartte world may seem chaotic and the problems
too enormous to be handled. But Jesus Christ is in control, and He is able to handle it
all. However man may legitimately askvhy does God not go ahead and come and
straighten out the chaotic mess and evil of the world? God tells us as plainly as human
language can say it:

2 Pet 3:9The Lod is not slow in keeping hisgmise, as some understand slowness.
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance(cp. v 10)

Jesus Christ is delaying His return so that more people can be saved and live eternally
with God. But some dagnd from the weight of the evidence the day will be soon, Jesus
Christ is returning to take over the rule of the world. He and He alone is going to rule
and bring the reign of righteousness to earth. He alone is the ruler of the kings of the earth.

Psa 24:1The eath is the Lod’s, and eveything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

Psa 24:7Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in.

1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immiad, invisible, the only God, be honour and
glory for ever and eveAmen.

1 Tim 6:15Which God will bring about in his own timeGod, the blessed and only
Ruler the King of kings and Ldrof lords.

Rev 1.:15 The seventh angel sounded histpet, and therwee loud voices in
heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of dur Lor
and of his Christ, and he wileign for ever and evér

Rev 17:14They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb willayee them
because he is Ldrof lords and King of kings- and with him will be his called,
chosen and faithful followers.”

Rev 19:160n his obe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.
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4.

Jesus Christ has redeemed us:lBiees us and has &ed us fom our sins by His

blood” (v. 5). The wordloveis in the present tense in the GreBhkis means that Jesus
Christalways lovesis. He loves us today just as He has loved us in thelpasivord
“freed” (lusant) means to be loosed, set free and released from sin. How did the blood
of Jesus Christ set us free from sin?

Jesus Christ took our sins and died for them. He had lived a sinless and perfect life as
a Man upon eartiTherefore, He was able to present Himself as the Ideal and Perfect
Man before God. He was able to die as the ideal and perfect sacrifice. He was able to
take our sins- the guilt and the judgment of our sitrsupon Himself and bear the
punishment for them. He was the Ideal and Perfect Man; therefore, God is able to
accept His death as the ideal and perfect sacrifice for sin.

The point is this: Jesus Christ died for our sins. He actually took our Simfsusf,

removed them, and died tor thefmerefore, we are free and loosed from sin. Sin has
been removed from ug/e stand before God free of sin and acceptable to Him. But
remember how: by the shed blood of Jesus Christ upon the cross. It is the shed blood
of Christ upon the cross His dying for our sins- that frees us from sin.

Gal 1:4Who gave himself for our sins tscue us &m the pesent evil age,
accoding to the will of our God and Father

Eph 1:7In him we haveademption thwugh his blood, the fgiveness of sins, in
accodance with the riches of Gedjrace.

Col 1:14In whom we haveedemption, the fgiveness of sins.

1 Pet 1:18-1%or you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wer redeemed &im the empty way of life handed down to yomfyour
forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

Rev 5:9And they sang a new song:0tY ale wotthy to take the soil and to open its
seals, because you weeslain, and with your blood you mivased men for Goddim
every tribe and language and people and nation.

Jesus Christ has exalted us. He has actually made us be a kingdom and priests.

By kingdomis meant a rule, some authority and responsibility that involves overseership,
management, supervision and governing. Believers shall rule and reign with\@rist.
shall oversee and administer th&aaé of the universe for Christ throughout eternity

Mat 20:23Jesus said to them, & will indeed drink fom my cup, but to sit at my
right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have
been pepared by my Father
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Rom 8:16-17The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit, that we &ods childen.
Now if we ae childen, then we & heirs— heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we sharin his sufferings in der that we may also sh&m his gloy.

1 Cor 6:2Do you not know that the saints will judge the wowrdi?l if you ae to
judge the world, a you not competent to judge trivial cases?

Eph 2:6-7And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus) order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, egpsed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

2 Tim 2:12 If we endue, we will also eign with him. If we disown him, he will also
disown us.

Rev 2:26-27To him who overomes and does my will to the end, | will give authority
over the nationsHe will rule them with an an scepte; he will dash them to pieces
like pottery’ — just as | haveeaceived authority &m my Father

Rev 20:4l saw thones on which werseated those who had been given authority to
judge.And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony
for Jesus and because of the dvof God. They had not worshiped the beast or his

image and had noeceived his mark on their feineads or their hands. They came to

life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

By priestsmeans that we have open access into SSu@sence any time. Believers no
longer need human priests or mediators. Believers are themselves made priests before
God— all by Jesus Christ. Believers are now tieotheir own prayers, praises,

worship, thanksgiving and fefrings to God.

Rom 12:1Theefore, | uge you, bothers, in view of Gog’'mecy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gedhis is your spiritual act of worship.

Heb 13:15Through Jesus, thefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of
praise — the fruit of lips that confess his name.

1 Pet 2:5You also, like living stones, @abeing built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godulgh Jesus Christ.

Revelation 0107 The Return of Jesus Christ

Announcement three look, Christ comeslhis is the theme of Revelation, the coming
again of Jesus Christ and the justice and judgment which He is to execute upon the earth.
Jesus Christ is coming again, and when He comes, this verse says two things will happen.

1.

Every eye will see Hinlhe glory of God is so bright and so full of light that it actually
shines brighter than the sun (cp. R&1.23).When Jesus Christ returns, there will be
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a display of His glory that will surround the earth, and the reflection of thed_ord’
glory will be seen by every eye. Remember also there will be an innumerable host of
angels and believers who are accompanying Christ back to Bagtidea is this:

there will be so many that they will surround the eakthatever the case, Christ in all

of His glory and majesty is going to return to earth, and when He returns, every eye
will see Him.

2. Every person who has rejected Jesus Christ and crucified Him will mourn because of
Him. This refers to all the enemies of Christ, not only to those who crucified Christ.
Every person who has rebelled against Jesus Christ shall see Jesus Christ and they
shall cry out in anguish because they have...

* cursed Him * rejected Him * ignored Him
* neglected Him » rebelled against Him <« opposed Him

Men do not believe Jesus Christ: they reject His claim to be the Son of God, that He
came from Goaut of (ek) heaven to save the world. Most persons accept that Jesus
Christ was a great man and one of the greatest religious teachers of all time, but they
reject His deityThey believe that man can be good enough to become acceptable to
God on their ownTherefore, they reject the fact that Jesus Christ had to die for the
sins of the world.

The result is going to be catastrophic: when men see Jesus Christ return to earth, they
will then know that He is exactly who He claimed to be: the MessiaArbiated

One of God, the Saviour of the worlthey will know that God does love the world,

love it so much that He actually sent His Son to die for the sins of man. But note:
when Christ returns, the idea is not that of salvation. It is that of wailing, of mourning
and crying out, because of the judgment that Jesus Christ is bringing with Him. Jesus
Christ, the Lord God of the universe, will be returning in glory to execute justice upon
all who have rejected Him and worked evil upon the earth.

Mat 24:30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the ahd all the
nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
the skywith power and grat glory.”

Mat 25:31-32“When the Son of Man comes in his giand all the angels with him,
he will sit on his thene in heavenly glgr All the nations will be gathed befoe him,
and he will separate the people onenfranother as a sheplieseparates the sheep
from the goats.”

Mark 8:38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my @in this adultesus and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in hissFather
glory with the holy angels.”
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2 Th 1:7-8And give elief to you who & troubled, and to us as well. This will happen
when the Latt Jesus isavealed fom heaven in blazing @rwith his powerful angels. He
will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of durdsurs.

Jude 1:14-15=noch, the seventhoimAdam, pophesied about these men: “See, the
Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judgereeand

to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way
and of all the harsh wals ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

Rev 1:7Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those
who pieced him; and all the peoples of the #gawill mourn because of him. So
shall it be!Amen.

Rev 1:15-18The seventh angel sounded hismipet, and therwee loud voices in
heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of dur Lor
and of his Christ, and he wilergn for ever and evérAnd the twenty-four elders,

who wee seated on their tbnes befa God, fell on their faces and worshiped God,
Saying: “We give thanks to you, LiGodAlmighty the One who is and who was,
because you have taken youear power and have begun &gn. The nations wer
angry; and your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for
rewaiding your sevants the pophets and your saints and those wieeence your
name, both small and gat— and for deswying those who desly the eath.”

Rev 19:1-161 saw heaven standing open and éheefoe me was a white horse, whose
rider is called Faithful and flue. Wth justice he judges and makes wdis eyes a

like blazing fie, and on his head amany aowns. He has a name written on him that
no one knows but he himself. He isstred in aabe dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God. The armies of heaven wvéllowing him, riding on whiteorses and
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a shadosgttowhich

to strike down the nations. “He wilute them with an on scepte.” He treads the
winepless of the fyr of the wrath of Godlmighty On his bbe and on his thigh he

has this name written: KING OF KINGSND LORD OF LORDScp. v 17-21)

Rev 22:2(He who testifies to these things saygsY am coming soonAmen.
Come, Lod Jesus.
IV. Revelation 0108 Jesus Christ, tha&lmighty God

Announcement four Jesus Christ is timighty God.Three great descriptions are
given of Christ in this verse.

1. Jesus Christ is thelpha and Omegalpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet and
Omega the last letteFhat is, Jesus Christ is the beginning and the ending of all there is.
He began all things and He shall end all thiddisthings find their purpose, meaning
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and significance in Him. Man, the world, histeryno matter how chaotic and
disjointed life may seem all things are under the control of Jesus Christ.

Thought 1.The exhortation is clear: we must put our trust in Jesus Christ and cast our
lives upon HimWhen we do, we receive the great gift of God spoken about in verse
four. We receive the grace of Gedtare and provision and the great gift of peace, and
we become safe and secure for eternity

John 10:28-29| give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can
snatch them out of my hand. My Fatheino has given them to me, iggter than all;
no one can snatch them out of my Fatheand.”

John 14:27"Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your heiarbe toubled and do not be afraid.”

John 16:33“l have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have wuble. But take he#rl have ovecome the world.”

Eph 2:4-7But because of his gat love for us, God, who is rich in mgrmade us

alive with Christ even when we \geatead in transgrssions- it is by grace you have
been savedAnd God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus) order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, egpsed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

2. Jesus Christ is the Lokgho is, and who was, and who is to cofiifet is, He is
eternal and unchangeableday He is the same Person He has always been, and He
shall always be the same Person.

Thought 1.This is a great message for man. Jesus Qbvies us allHe loves us as
much as He loved those who lived when He first came to earth. His love is
unchangeable. But remember: so are His justice and judgment. If we trust Him, we
shall know His love; if we reject Him, we shall know His wrath.

Mat 16:27“For the Son of Man is going to come in his Fatbaglory with his angels,
and then he willeward each person accding to what he has done.”

Heb 1:10-12He also says, “In the beginning, O ldhryou laid the foundations of the
earth, and the heavenseathe work of your hands. They will perish, but yemain;
they will all wear out like a garmentoly will roll them up like aabe; like a garment
they will be changed. But yoamain the same, and your years will never end.”

Heb 13:8Jesus Christ is the same yedtgr and today and fever

James 1:17Evely good and perfect gift isdm above, coming dowromm the Father
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
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Psa 135:13vour name, QLorp, endues foever your renown, OLorp, through all
generations.

Psa 145:13vour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion esdur
through all generations. Theorp is faithful to all his pomises and loving towdr
all he has made.

3. Jesus Christ is theimighty (pantokratoy. The word means th&ll-Controller, theAll-
Ruler He is the One who controls all things and rules over all things in the whole
universe.This means that Jesus Christ possesses all power: He is omnipotent, able to
do anything. He controls everything: the universe and every being within the universe.
He controls the atoms, protons, neutrons and electrons of space andhheattezn
controls every circumstance, event and happening throughout the universe.

Thought 1.Jesus Christ is thEdmighty. This means a most wonderful thing: no matter
what a person goes through, if he belongs to Jesus Christ, all things will be worked out
for his good. Jesus Christ will control the circumstances and twist them to the good of
the believerNothing can snatch the believer out from under the control of Jesus Christ.

Rom 8:28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called acdong to his purpose.

Rom 8:38-39%or | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the ggent nor the futer nor any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all eation, will be able to separate usifn the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Ldr

Col 1:15-17He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over ahton. For
by him all things wex created: things in heaven and on #gavisible and invisible,
whether thones or powers oruers or authorities; all things wercrated by him and
for him. He is befar all things, and in him all things hold together

Heb 1:1-3In the past God spoke to our ébathers though the pophets at many times
and in various ways. But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and thugh whom he made the universe. The Son is the
radiance of God& glory and the exacepresentation of his being, sustaining all things

by his powerful wat. After he had prvided purification for sins, he sat down at the

right hand of the Majesty in heavell
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