THEASSEMBLY AND DEDICATION
OFTHE TABERNACLE,
THE CENTRE ORNORSHIP:
EXPERIENCINGTHE PRESENCE OFHE LORD
Exopus 40:01-15

Introduction

Man is made to worship Go@hen man fails to worship Gedfails to worship God in

the right way— his soul becomes emptyoid of purpose. Magr’soul begins to hunger

and thirst after purpose, after meaning and significaFfoe only way a persas’'soul can

be filled and fruitful is to worship God in the right wéfythere is any one message man
needs to heed, it is the truth just stated: “The only way a persouf can be filled and

fruitful is to worship God and to worship God in the right Wahis is the reason God

gave theTabernacle to Israel, so they could worship Him and He could dwell among them...

 filling them with the fullness of life
» guiding and protecting them as they journeyed to the promised land

But there was another reason why God gavddbhernacle to Israel: He wanted the
Tabernacle to be a picture, a shadow of Christ. He wanted us to looklab#reacle and
seek out its fulfillment in Christ. God intended that Théernacle of Moses benefit not
only the people of Moseday but us as well. Noyeven todaythe lessons and symbolism

of theTabernacle speak to the hearts of believdts. ministry of Jesus Christ leaps from
theTabernacle, its priesthood, and all of its furnishirgdeaps and causes us to focus our
worship upon Godrhis is the subject of this final portion of Scripture from the book of
Exodus. It is the great climax to one of the most exciting stories in all of Scriphee:
Assembly and Dedication of thabErnacle, the Cererof Vrship: Experiencing the
Presence of theord, 40:1-38.

|.  The instructions of theord (vv. 1-15).
ll. The obedience of Moses: he did everything God commandetlG\33).
lll.  The response of tHeorp (vv. 34-38).

Exodus 4001-15 Gods Instructions Regarding thedbernacle of Moses

There were the instructions of the Lord to assembl&abernacle and get everything
ready for worshipThe history of Israel peaked during tm®mentous occasiokor

about four hundred years the Israelites had lived as slaves in Egypt (a symbol of the
world). But they had come a long, long way in a short, short time. It had been only two
years earlier that they had been enslaved and were crying out to God for relief in their
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sufferings (see Exo. 2:23\nd imagine this: it had been just one year earlier when God
had delivered His people from the bondage of slavery with a mighty display of His
awesome poweAnd what a year it had been for Israel. In the course of the Igeae|

had been journeying through the wilderness and had experienced...

God's miraculous guidance through the pillar of cloud, His guidance by day and by
night (13:17-22)

God's pushing back the waters of the Red Sea (14:1-31)

God’s chastisement as they complained, grumbled and murmured at the bitter
waters of Marah (15:22-27)

God’s provision of food as they grumbled and did not believé.ding (16:1-36)

God’s provision of water from the rock (17:1-7)

God’s victory during the war with themalekites (17:8-16)

God’s administration as He set theifaafs in order (18:1-27)

God's challenge as He gave the law to Moses (19:1 -24:18)

God’s pattern as He showed Moses the plans fofdbernacle (25:1-31:18)

God’s judgment as they rebelled against Him by making the golden calf (32:1-35)
God's mercy as Moses interceded for them (33:1-23)

God’s renewal of His covenant with them (34:1-35)

God’s call to build th&abernacle, the worship centre (35:1-39:43)

1. Now, God told Moses to assemble Trabernacle: on the first day of the first month of
a brand new year (2; see v17).All the experiences of the past year taught Israel one
great truth: God is the God néw beginningsA person can start all over again, have a
brand new life through the power of God. Establishingrdi®ernacle was no
different.This new beginning would be a symbolic reminder to &pdople ohew
beginningsThe same God who created the heavens and the earth is also the One who
gave His people a brand new starfrom slavery to freedom, from lawlessness tq law
from a land of idolatry to @abernacle where God was to dwell with His people and
receive their worship.

2. Note that all the furnishings were now to be set in place. Note the order of these items:

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)

TheTabernacle itself, théent of Meeting (v2).

TheArk of God, theArk that contained th&estimony of God (th&en
Commandments) (\3).

The curtain to shield thirk (v. 3).
TheTable of Showbread and its utensils4y.
The Lamp stand and its lamps 4.
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6) The GoldAltar of Incense was to be put in front of #hk of Testimony (v5).
7) The curtain for the entrance to thabernacle (V5).

8) TheAltar of Burnt Ofering was to be put in front of the entrance to the
Tabernacle (V6).

9) TheWash Basin was to be put betweenThget of Meeting and th&ltar and then
filled with water (v 7).

10) The Courtyard (V8).
11) The curtain at the entrance to the Courtyar@)v

3. God then gave Moses instructions on the dedication dfabernacle and its
furnishings. Moses was instructed to anointftakernacle and its furnishings: to
make them holyto set them apart for God @). Moses was also told to anoint the
Altar of Burnt Ofering and its utensils for the purpose of making them holyQy
He was also instructed to anoint iMash Basin and pedestal, consecrating thedjv

4. God then gave Moses instructions on the consecration of the priests. Moses was to
bring the priests to the entrance of Tladernacle and wash them with waterl).
After washing the priest, Moses was to dress the High Priest in sacred clothing and
anoint and consecrate him (3). God instructed Moses to bringAiaron’s sons and
dress them in tunics, and then anoint them for service, just as he had afaioted
(vv. 14-15).The purpose for this instruction was to anoint the priesthood as an
institution, as a permanent, lasting ministry down through all generafionse who
followed the original priest®aron and his sons, were to be set apart for service to
God just as they were.(5).

Thought 1.Note three lessons gleaned from the instructions of God to set up the
Tabernacle.

1) God is the God afiew beginningsThe assembly of thEabernacle shows us that
God gave His people a brand new start. God had delivered Israel from slavery in
Egypt (a symbol of the world) to this point in their lives, the point of freedom, the
freedom to set up thEabernacle of God and the freedom to worship God. Morgover
God had fagiven their terrible sin of the golden calf, the terrible sin of rejecting God
and breaking His commandments. God had not rejected them dpivefothem.

The proof of His fogiveness, proof that He had not rejected them, is seen in His
instructions to build th@abernacle. By instructing them to set upThbernacle,
God was giving them a new beginning, a new start, a new life with Him.

God is the God afiew beginningsA person can start all over again, can have a
brand new life through the power of God, through the Person who came to earth to
dwell among us, the Son of God Himself, the Lord Jesus CWistn we receive
Christ, we experience the power and the presence bbtle
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Ezek 36:26 will give you a new heaand put a new spirit in you; | wilemove fom
you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.

John 1:12-13Yet to all who eceived him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become childn of God. Childezn born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husbasdiill, but born of God.

John 3:3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you thaith, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again.”

2 Cor 5:17Theefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a neveation; the old has gone, the
new has come!

Eph 4:24And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness and
holiness.

1 Pet 1:23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring wabof God.

1 John 5:1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and
everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.

2) Every material thing we have should be dedicated to God, set apart for His
purposes. Moses was told to anointThbernacle and all its furnishings, to
dedicate and consecrate everything to Gdeltoo must dedicate and consecrate
everything we have to God. If we cannot consecrate a material possession to God,
then that item has become more important to us than\@loat are the things that
become so important to us, more important than God Hima#&i&r are the things
that cause such a struggle within our souls, that make us hesitate to set them apart
for God?There is...

* money e position * business e profession
* clothes * property e recreation e+ music, movies
e cars * houses * hobbies » televisions

On and on the list could go, but Gstord is clear: we must never allow our
material possessions to rob us of our relationship with @ednust ofer

everything to God with open hands of submission and not clenched fists of greed.
When we obeywe experience the presence ofltbed.

Mat 6:24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the
other or he will be devoted to the one and despise the.othecannot sere both
God and Money

Luke 9:25“What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit
his very self?”
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1 Tim 6:9-10People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful dees that plunge men intain and destuction. For the
love of money is aoot of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for momeye
wandeed flom the faith and pieed themselves with many griefs.

2 Tim 3:1-2But mark this: Ther will be terible times in the last days. People will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of mqrmastful, poud, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unhaly

3) We must dedicate and consecrate ourselves to God as well as our material
possessions. Moses was told to anoint and consecrate the paestsand his
sons. God demands that we also be set apart to His service, that we dedicate and
consecrate ourselves to Him and His great cAMeen we obeywe experience
the presence of tHeord.

Luke 9:23-25Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Rom 12:1-2Theeefore, | uge you, bothers, in view of Gos’'mecy, to offer your

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gothis is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test andovgpivhat God’

will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

1 Cor 6:19-20D0o you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you haveceived fom God? ¥u are not your own. & wee bought at a
price. Theefore honour God with your body

1 Tim 1:12 | thank Christ Jesus our Ldy who has given me strgth, that he
consideed me faithful, appointing me to hisgee.

Prov 23:26My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my fhys.
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