THE CALL OF GOD’'S PROPHET ISAIAH:
THREE ELEMENTS NECESSARTO SER/E GOD
|saiaH 06:01-13

Introduction

Many are called but few are chosen (Mt. 20:16; 22\Mhat exactly does this mean?

Simply that many individuals have been called by God to minister to people, but few have
ever responded to the call. Far more have rejected the call to service than have responded
positively When an opportunity to minister crosses our path, we should grasp the
opportunity We should meet whatever need there is lying in our pégrshould never

neglect a person or persons in needhether hungryimpoverished, sick, hurting or

otherwise, not if the person is truly in need. No matter what the call to service may be,

if the call comes from God, we should surrender to the call.

In the year that King Uzziah died, therp gave Isaiah an extraordinary vision of Himself.
Obviously young Isaiah needed this very special encounter withdke Why this was
necessary is not specifically stated, but several reasons can be gleaned from Scripture.
First, Isaials faith needed to be strengthened. He needed to know beyond any doubt who
theLorp is and the extreme importance of the message being given to him. It was the
Lorp of hosts, the sovereign Creator and Majesty of the universe who was calling the
young man to proclaim Goslimessage to the world.

Second, Isaiah evidently needed to be humbled. He needed to be shown just what terrible
sinners he and the people were, especially when seen in the light efgBug’and
holiness (w3, 5).

Third, Isaiah needed to be stirred with a renewed sensgeariay to proclaim God’

warning of coming judgment. It was absolutely essential that the people repent, turn back
to theLorp if they were to escape the coming judgment. If they failed to repents God’
execution of justice was sure to sweep down upon them.

Fourth, Isaiah evidently needed to be prepared for a challenging &odldministry.

The peoples hearts were hard, their ears deaf, and their eyes blinded to the truth of
God’s Word that He alone is the only living and true Golerefore, they had to be
chaged to worship Him alone and to obey Him, living righteous and holy lives as His
commandments stipulate.

Fifth, this was a critical time in the history of the nation. King Uzziah was either dying or
else already dead. Under Uzzmlkéadership the nation had flourished economically and
militarily. The king had launched a massive program of public works and construction
projects in addition to strengthening the militakg a result, there was little or no
unemploymentThe people were very successful in their businesses, agriculture and




The Call of Gods Prophet IsaiafThree Elements Necessary to Serve God

ranching ventureg\lmost everyone had a prosperous lifestyle. Howeanehe latter

years of Uzzials reign, he slipped into sin and exposed a terrible flaw in his chatdeter
was seen to be full of pride and self-importance. Shockihglyad forced his way into
the temple and assumed the role of a priest, <Gaygpointed intercessdwsurping the
position of a priest was a very seriouteate in the eyes of therp. For that reasothe
Lorp had aflicted Uzziah with leprosyand he was forced to live in isolation until his
death. Left with no choice, King Uzziah had to put his son Jotham igeloathe
government as his co-regent upon the throne.

Although unknown to Isaiah and the people of his teygiahs death was to mark a

major change in the history of the Jews. Following the reign of King Uzziah, the prosperity
and peace that the nation had known began to decline. His son Jotham was a good king,
but Jothans sonAhaz was a terrible ruleHe led the nation in a downward spiral of
wickedness and false worshiithough the tide was turned back to righteousness under
Hezekiahs rule, Isaiah was to have a veryfidiilt ministry. The prophet ministry was
launched in the year that King Uzziah died, the very period in which the utter disintegration
of the nation began. Of course, therp knew the significance of the historical change

that was taking place. He knew the desperate need of the people for a prophet who would
courageously stand before them and proclainWbed oftheliving Lorp. To thisend,

Isaiah was being called. He wiagministerto anation that was declining, marchieger

so rapidly down the spiral of utter disintegration and rilive people were given over

to greed and covetousness, indulgence and drunkenness, lies and deception, pride and
arroganceand the mockery and persecution of the righteous. In fact, throughoutdsaiah’
entire ministry he faced a people with perverted values, a people who called evil good and
good evil. Sadlythe society of his day turned away from kthu&p and to false gods and

false worshipThe people were given over to sin and wickedness. Facing the death of

King Uzziah and the resulting shift in government, Isaiah felt a desperate need to seek the
face of theLorp. As always, when any genuine believer seekd thw®, the Lorp meets

the believers need. In Isaiak’case, theorp gave himavery special vision of Himself.

Isaiah actually saw theorp sitting on the throne of God, high and exalted in the heavenly
temple.Through this encounter with therp, Isaiah was set apart for the very special
ministry to which he was being calléthis is,The Call of God Prophet, Isaiah: Thee
Elements Necessary to Serve Gaid;13.

I.  Avision of theLorp (vv. 1-4).
Il. A conviction of unworthiness: all are sinners and need cleansing-{v
lll. A surrender to thkeorp, to His call and commission (v8-13).

|. Isaiah 06:01-04 \sion of of the Lord

In order to serve theorp, a person needs a vision of therp. A person must know the
Lorp and understand who He is before he can adequately servd Mswas true of
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Isaiah and it is true of every genuine beligwspecially the ministers and teachers of
God’s HolyWord.

1.

ThelLorp gave Isaiah a vision of His exaltation and majesty).(\saiah actually saw
theLorb sitting on His heavenly throne, high and exalted. Obviotisiy was the

highest, most elevated throne Isaiah had ever seen or imagined. It was the throne of
the King of kings Himself, theorp Jesus ChrisThe Gospel of Johronfirms this

fact, for he clearly says that it was Christ sitting on the heavenly throne in all His glory
and majesty (Jn. 12:4I)helLorp was exalted as the sovereign God over the entire
universe: above, before and over all that existnscending everything, He was

exalted above all rulers and governments throughout the universe. He held dominion,
ruled and reigned, over all powers and principalities, both in this world and the
spiritual world.

Isaiah also saw theorp's flowing robes fill the heavenly sanctuaBgecause of His
majesty and royaltyno person was able to stand in His immediate presence or to gaze
into His holy faceThe train of His robe filled the entire temple.

ThelLorp gave Isaiah a vision of His holiness and glory 83). Flying above the

Lorp's throne was a number of spectacular creatures cataghim which are not
mentioned anywhere else in Scripturbe wordseraphim $arap means burning

ones, suggesting a burning purity and zeal foLthw. Perhaps their presence

suggests the burning, consuming fire of Gdabliness in executing His justice and
judgment. In appearance, the seraphim were apparently like humans in that they had
faces, feet and voices. But they were unlike humans in that they had six wings.

With two wings they covered their faces, indicating their unworthiness and humility
They were not worthy to gaze upon the face of the Holy One.

With two other wings they covered their feet, perhaps indicating their reverence for
theLorp. They are not worthy to stand before thmp.

With the other two wings they flew or hovered above the throne of God, possibly
signifying their continued ministry of proclaiming Gedioliness and gloryHowever
their flying could also signify a readiness to undertake any task assigned_lorthe

Isaiah saw and heard the serapbifervent, unbroken praise of Gedtoliness and
glory (v. 3). Obviouslythis was their primary ministrVith the deepest fervency
possible, the seraphim called back and forth to each other:,“kaiy holy is the
Lorp of hosts [Lorp Almighty]: the whole earth is full of his glory

The threefold repetition dfoly emphasizes that holiness is the most essential
characteristic of theorp. Holiness is the very essence of GaokingHoly (gadosh
means to be set apart, separated, distinctivierelift, transcendent. It also has the idea
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of perfection, purity and moral cleanneBbeLorp is totally set apart, entirely
different from all beings throughout the universe, including mankind. From the very
presence of God flows the blazing light of perfection and pUiitg very nature of

God is light, the brilliance and splendour of light, the most pureilgaginableAs
Scripture says, “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn. 1:5).

Being holy— the very essence and egenf pure light— God can have no part with

evil or things associated with evilhus anyone who wishes to be associated with God
must be holy even as He is hdBut since no person can achieve such holiness or
perfection, a person must come to ltle&p and beg for cleansing@his will be dealt

with in the next point. For navisod’s holiness is the focus. Gedioliness shines

forth as a witness to His perfection. In fact, the blazing glory of Ga@sence (His
holiness and light) shines so brightly that there will be no need for a sun in the New
Jerusalem (Re1:23).

Note the second part of the seraplsisong: they declare “the whole earth is full of
His glory.” Creation— the heavens and earthdeclare the glory of GodlVherever we
look, whether at the starry sky at night or the astounding beauty of nature, the
incomprehensible glory of God is evident.

3. ThelLorp gave Isaiah a vision of His power and presencé)(¥s the seraphim cried
out, the power of their deep voices shook the very foundation of the temple. Even the
huge doorposts and thresholds tremblginessing this would remind Isaiah of Ged’
awesome power and of the angelic agents who were available to execsguStmE
upon the earth.

Isaiah also saw smoke fill the temple. Most likeéhys smoke was a cloud of glory that
symbolized thé.orp’s holy presence. His cloud of glpHis presence, had led the
Israelites through the wilderness journeys and had also filled Solsteomple on the
day it was dedicated (Exo. 13:21; 16:10; 1 Kng. 8:10-13). (J&Nal¥oord and Roy

B. Zuck, EditorsThe Bible Knowledge Commenta®ld Testament,p. 1045.)

Thought 1.Any person who truly desires to serve Lo must have a clear vision of
theLorp. The individual must know thieorp and know who He is before he can
serve Him a$ orb. This is true for all genuine believers, but especially for those in
leadership positions such as ministers and teachers o 8oty Word.

1) To serve thé.orp, we must see the Lord exalted, sitting upon the throne of the
universe in all His majestic glarif we do not know that Christ lsorp, how can
we lead people to honour and worship Him, to surrender their lives to Him and
obey His HolyWord? Unless we know that Jesus Chrigtdap, we waste our
time trying to serve Him. Of what value is any ministry in His Name unless He is
Lorp? If Jesus Christ were not trulyrp, He would not deserve the worship or
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service ofany personTherefore, God HolyWord declares to us time and again
the wonderful truth that Jesus Christ is the exalted, sovdrergnof the universe.

Mark 16:19 After theLorp Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and
he sat at the right hand of God.

Luke 22:69"But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the
mighty God.”

Acts 2:33-36Exalted to the right hand of God, he hase&ived fom the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has pad out what you now see and heéar David did
not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, ‘Thd kard to my Lad: “Sit at my right
hand until | make our enemies a footstool for your fe€tHerefore let all Israel be
assued of this: God has made this Jesus, whom yecifed, both Lod and Christ.”

Acts 5:30-31The God of our fathers raised Jesumirthe dead- whom you had
killed by hanging him on ade. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and
Saviour that he might givepentance and fgiveness of sins to Israel.

Rom 10:9-10That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus isd,’oand believe in your
hear that God raised him@&m the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your hieat
you believe and arjustified, and it is with your mouth that you confess andaved.

Rom 14:9For this vey reason, Christ died aneturned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.

1 Cor 1:9God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ ody Lor
is faithful.

1 Cor. 12:3Thelefore | tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says,
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can saesus is ,Lod,” except by the Holy Spirit.

Eph 1:20-22[Gods mighty powgrwhich he exeted in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heaealiys, far above all
rule and authoritypower and dominion, and eystitle that can be given, not only in
the pesent age but also in the one to coArd God placed all things under his feet
and appointed him to be head over gteing for the chwh.

Phil 2:9-10 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above evgrname, that at the name of Jesus gkeree should bgwn heaven
and on earth and under the earth.

1 Pet 3:22Nho [Jesus Chrigthas gone into heaven and is at Godght hand— with
angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

Rev 5:12In a loud voice they sang: “Ovthy is the Lamb, who was slain, eceive
power and wealth and wisdom andestgth and honour and glgiand praise!”
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2) To serve thé.orp, we must see the holiness and glory or Christ. If Jesus Christ
were not the holy and sinless Son of God, He could not be the Saviour of the
world. He would be as short of Gedjlory as we are and as guilty of sin as we
are. He would need a Saviour as much as we do. But the wonderful truth is this:
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, holy and sinless, the Saviour of the world. If we do
not know Him as our Redeemépw can we proclaim His salvation? If we believe
Jesus Christ is only another man, guilty of sin, there is no value in lifting Him up
as the Saviour of the world. He would be nothing more than a mere human being.
But the unequivocal declaration of GedlolyWord is this wonderful truth: Jesus
Christ is the holysinless Son of God.

John 8:46“Can any of you pove me guilty of sin? If | am telling theith, why dort’
you believe me?”

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Heb 1:9“You have loved righteousness and hated wickednesefdaleeGod, your
God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil’of joy

Heb 4:15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been temptedyinvaygust as we a&— yet
was without sin.

Heb 5:9And, once made perfect, he became thecsonireternal salvation for all who
obey him.

Heb 7:25Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to Gmdythhim,
because he always lives to irdede for them. Such a high priest meets our reed
one who is holyblameless, p@; set aparfrom sinners, exalted above the heavens.

Heb 7:28For the law appoints as high priests men wheaeak; but the oath, which
came after the layappointed the Son, who has been made perfestdor

1 Pet 1:18-1%or you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wer redeemed &im the empty way of life handed down to yomfyour
forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

1 Pet 2:22-24'He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When
they hurled their insults at him, he did netaliate; when he suffed, he made no
threats. Instead, he enisted himself to him who judges juskg himself bag our

sins in his body on theete, so tat we might die to sins and live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed.

1 John 3:5But you know that he appear so that he might take away our sisd in
him is no sin.
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Isa 53:6, 9k all, like sheep, have gone astragich of us has turned to his own way;
and theLorp has laid on him the iniquity of us alle was assigned a grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any
deceit in his mouth.

3) To serve thé.orp, we must know His power and presendfe. must know that He
has the power to deliver us from the bondage of sin and death, the power to deliver
us through all trials and temptations. In addition, we must know thabtimes
presence is always with us, guiding and leading us victoriously throughout life.
Listen to what God HolyWord says about theorp's power:

Mat 9:6-7 “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.” Then he said to the paralytic, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”
And the man got up and went home.

Mat 18:20“For where two or thee come together in my name, ¢ham | with them.”

Mat 28:18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.”

Mat 28:20“T eaching them to obey eyéhning | have commanded yoAnd suely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

John 17:2"For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal
life to all those you have given him.”

Acts 10:38How God anointed Jesus of Nagtr with the Holy Spirit and powend
how he went arund doing good and healing all who waemder the power of the devil,
because God was with him.

Rom 1:4And who though the Spirit of holiness was deddwith power to be the Son
of God by hisesurection fom the dead: Jesus Christ dusRrDp.

Eph 3:20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably enibian all we ask or
imagine, accating to his power that is at work within us.

Heb 1:3The Son is the radiance of Gedjlory and the exacepresentation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful @okfter he had pvided purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Gen 28:15 am with you and will watch over you wheer you go, and | will bring
you back to this land. | will not leave you until | have done what | haraiped you.

Exo 33:14TheLorbreplied, “My Presence will go with you, andvill give you est.”

Psa 40:17Y¥et | am poor and needy; may thero think of me. du are my help and my
deliveer: O my God, do not delay
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Deu 20:1When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and
an army geater than yours, do not be afraid of them, becauskdkeyour God,
who biought you up out of Egypt, will be with you.

Isa 40:31But those who hope in therowill renew their sength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they wilun and not gsw weay, they will walk and not be faint.

Isa 41:10So do not feafor | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God. |
will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Isa 43:1But now this is what thé.orp says he who eated you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for | havedeemed you; | have summoned you by
name; you a mine. When you passdigh the waters, | will be with you; and when
you pass ttough the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you waldghrthe
fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”

Il. Isaiah 06:05-07 Deep Convition of Unworthiness

A deep conviction of unworthiness is necessary to serve the Lord. Confronted with the
vision of the Lord in all His majesty and holiness, Isaiah was stricken with a profound
sense of unworthiness. He suddenly realized the horrible nature of sin when contrasted with
the majestic light of God’glory and holiness. How filthypolluted, defiled, dishonourable

and corrupt sin is. Because therp is so high and exalted, so pure and righteous, sin
stinks within His nostrilsThus, when Isaiah saw the holiness of God, he realized just how
impure and unclean he wadthough he had placed his trust in therp years before, in

this renewed call to the ministry Isaiah saw how utterly undeserving he was to serve the
Lorp. Feeling deep anguish within his soul, he cried'®ige” (v. 5). This is a cry of

alarm, a sense that some terrible calamity is about to happen. Obviously he sensed that
God’s brilliant holiness was about to strike him dead. He cried out in distress, “l am
undone” fidmeyt). This word means to be ruined, cut, afestroyed, doomed to die. If

God dealt with Isaiah in strict justice, he was a doomed man.

Flooding Isaials spirit was a deep consciousness of how far short of the glory of God he
was.ThelLorp sat in all His glory and majesty high above the earth, ruling over the entire
universeAll sorts of memories no doubt flashed through Isaiahind. He thought about

his sins of omissior- the times he had failed to do what he should or to be as diligent as

he should- as well as hisins of commissios the times he had disobeyed th&kp's

Word, His holy commandments. Sensing a desperate need to confess his failures, he cried
out that he was a sinful man, a man of “unclean lip&y did Isaiah refer to his “unclean

lips” instead of simply saying that he waman of sif? Probably because he was deeply
aware of some recent sin he had committed with his tongue and knew that the root of sin
went much deepePerhaps he had failed to speak a kind word when it was needed or
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perhaps he had been silent when he had been given an opportunity to witness for the
Lorp. Or perhaps Isaiah had recently spoken words that were...

* harsh * rash * combative, ggumentative
» divisive * rude » degrading

Whatever the case, Isaiah knew that his lips were guilty of failingdke, guilty of

serious sinAn overpowering conviction of sin burned within his sduid he felt the

heavy weight, the total mass of sin that was exposed before the pure holiness and power
of God. Having seen th€ing, theLorp of hosts (God\Imighty), Isaiah knew that the

Lord could strike out at any moment and destroy the humanTrags.he confessed the

sins of the whole world, crying out that he lived among a people of “unclean lips” who
constantly used language that was...

» foul or filthy » threatening, full of malice and hate
* profane * bitter or contemptuous
e irreverent » off-coloured or immoral

» scornful toward God or other people

Obviously Isaiah was very aware that the sins of the lips or tongue actually flowed from a
sinful heart. Later in historyChrist was to express the truth as well as it could be stated.

Mat 12:35-37“The good man brings good things out of the goodestarp in him,
and the evil man brings evil things out of the eviledarp in himBut | tell you that
men will have to give account on the day of judgment foyeaeless wad they
have spoken. For by your wis you will be acquitted, and by your wsryou will be
condemned.”

Mat 15:18-19"But the things that come out of the mouth coroenfthe hedr and
these make a man ‘uncleaRor out of the hedrcome evil thoughts, mier, adultery,
sexual immoralitytheft, false testimonglander’

Mark 7:20-23He went on: “What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean.’
For from within, out of meg’heats, come evil thoughts, sexual immoralibeft,

murder, adultry, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, emlgnderarrogance and folly

All these evils comedm inside and make a man ‘unclean.”

Having fallen prostrate upon the ground in utter anguish of soul, Isaiah was crushed with
a deep conviction of his sin. But the wonderful truth is this fact.tw® never leaves

His people bearing the weight of guilt and sin, not when they confess and turn away from
their sins. Knowing the genuineness of Isadféart, th& oro met his need. Isaiah was
cleansed from his sins. One of the seraphim performed the function of a priest. Flying over
to the altarhe picked up a burning coal with a pair of tonggen flying over to Isaiah,
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he touched the lips of the prophet with a hot coal and pronounced that tleavsed

from sin.The hot, burning coal symbolized the burning away of sin, the purifnag
cleansing of sinThe fact that the hot coal was taken from the altar was a reminder that
sin was fogiven through the blood of the sacrifice, the sacrifice that was alwiysaf
upon the altafThe seraphim actually pronounced that Isa@aim had been atoned.for

This act definitely symbolized Galatonement for sin. Sometime in the future, Christ was
going to die to provide atonement for the sins of every human being. But fobecause
Isaiah had confessed his sins, ltle@p had the seraphim symbolize the cleansing of Issaiah’
sin. Remember that a sensor full of burning coals had always been taken into the Most
Holy Place on the Day @éftonement. It was taken before therp by the High Priest when
the substitute sacrifice wad@fed to God on behalf of His people (see.l&V1-14).

Thought I. A deep conviction of unworthiness is necessary for us to sertetbe

We must not measure ourselves against one an@here are all of the same flesh

and bloodWe are all guilty of giving in to temptation, sinning through acts of
commissioror omissionTherefore, when we measure ourselves against one gnother
we are agjoodas every one else. But to learn the truth about ourselves, we must
measure ourselves against tw&p. When we see thieorp high and exalted, dwelling

in the blazing holiness of His being, then we see the Wihsee just how far short of
God’s glory we are, how terrible our sin is when contrasted with His perfection and
glory (Rom. 3:23)The result of this comparison is just what we need: a deep
conviction of sin and of unworthiness. Hence, we are drvenshould be driver-

to seek fogiveness from theorp, the only source of true fgivenessAnd when the

Lorp pardons us, we are truly freed. Guilt is erased, and our spirits are set free from
depression, discouragement, self-accusation and the sense of Vaduaee set free

from the heavy weight of guilt that causes so many emotional problems, problems that
far too often crush us and make us helpless, unable to function. Jesus-Gteiand

He alone— can and will set us free if we will confess and repent of our sins. In
addition, confession and repentance are absolutely essential before we can genuinely
serve thd_orp. Listen to what God’ HolyWord says:

Mat 5:4 “Blessed ae those who mourn, for they will be conok”
Luke 13:3“I tell you, no! But unless yowepent, you too will all perish.”

Acts 2:37-38When the people hahthis, they wex cut to the hedrand said to Peter
and the other apostles, “Bthers, what shall we doPeter eplied, “Repent and be
baptized, everone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for thgifeness of your sins.
And you will eceive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 3:19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times
of refreshing may comedm the Lod.
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Acts 24:25As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-obatnd the judgment to
come, Felix was afraid and said, “Thagnough for now!ot may leave. When | find
it convenient, | will send for you.”

Eph 1:7In him we haveademption thwugh his blood, the fgiveness of sins, in
accodance with the riches of Gedjrace.

1 John 1:91f we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and wiliife us our sins
and purify us fom all unrighteousness.

Psa 38:4My guilt has ovaevhelmed me like a bden too heavy to bear
Psa 51:3For | know my transggssions, and my sin is always befare.

Prov28:13He who conceals his sins does natgpey but whoever confesses and
renounces them finds nogr

Isa 55:7Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to
theLorp, and he will have mey on him, and to our God, for he wile&ly padon.

Hosea 14:2ZTake wods with you andaturn to theLorp. Say to him: “Fogive all our
sins and eceive us graciouslyhat we may offer theit of our lips.”

. Isaiah 06:08-13 Surrender to the Lord’ Call

Isaiah surrendered to thero's call and commission, an absolute essential in order to
serve thd_orp. A person must first hear Gadtall and then respond favourably before he
can truly serve theorp. This was true of Isaiah, and it is true of every genuine believer
but especially the ministers and teachers of &akbrd.

1. Isaiah heard God'call and responded favourably ).As soon as Isaiah had been
cleansed from his sins, he immediately heard the booming voice lobtbesalling
for a volunteer to go forth to minister to His peopéthout hesitation- not leaving
time for the seraphim or anyone else to respeighiah courageouslyfefed himself:
“Here am I! Send me.” Having been doren his sins and sensing deeply thatlibep
accepted him, Isaiah was filled with joy and thanksgiviingrefore with no reservation,
Isaiah leapt at the opportunity to servelligp. His immediate surrender reveals...

» a spirit ofreadinessboth a desire and a willingness to servelibep

» a spirit ofresolve a determination to go and bear witness despite theudlies
» a spirit oftrust, leaving the success and results up td_ibe

Unlike so many who hesitate or even reject Gaall, Isaiah readilyillingly

surrendered to serve therp. Whereas Moses and Jeremiah both fought against the
call of God, Isaiah d&red himself without reservation or qualification.
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2.

Isaiah was commissioned by God, instructed to go and issue a threefold warning to the
people (vw9-10). First, he was to warn the people about hearings@dadd but

never understanding it. Obviousipany of the people were faithful in their worship
attendanceThey regularly heard thé&ord of God. But their repeated hearing was not
leading to understanding. Instead of truly listening, their minds were wandering about,
focused upon their ownfairs or problemsThey occasionally withessed God working

in the lives of other people, yet they never perceived that they themselves needed a
work of God in their own hearts. Simply stated, when they attended worship service or
heard théVord of God being taught, they became sleepy eyed, groggy and inattentive.

Second, Isaiah was to warn the people against having hard hearts, deaf ears and blind
eyes (v10). Repeatedly rejecting tkidord of God and His work in their hearts had a
terrible impact upon the people. It hardened them and rendered them incapable of
receiving and responding to GetlVord. Time and again the people refused to hear
theWord of God. Consequentlthe more they rejected GedVord, the harder their

hearts became and the more deaf and blind they became. Constant resistance resulted
in less interest in thieorp. Thus the people were less able to receive Himey

became more and more callous toward God. Note that this experience is so common
and so tragic that it is quoted six times in the Nestament (Mt. 13:13-15; Mk. 4:12;

Lk. 8:10; Jn. 12:40Acts 28:25-28; Rom. | 1:8).

Third, Isaiah was to warn the people against continuing to resist to the point of no
return.The people could reach a point of never being able to repent, the point of never
being able to escape the coming judgment@). People must be warned: therp is

not playing a game with the human race. Ward must be taken serioushpot trifled

with, ignored, neglected and certainly not disobeYetidespite God’warnings,

history has shown that people do harden themselves towdrdrth@and HisWord.

They even deny Gosl'existence and exalt man as lord over his own destiege
individuals often harden their consciences to the point that they no longer sense
conviction of wrongdoing. In doing so, they reach a point of ultimate resistance, a
point of never being able to return to therp. In other words, a person can become

so hardened toward thero that he will never repenthe result is sad and tragic, for

the person will never be able to escape the coming judgment. He has doomed himself
to spending eternity separated from God. It is not God who deliberately hardens the
hearts of people, making their ears deaf and their eyes closed., Raghtbe people

who continually resist God'truth. It is the stubbornness of peopleéarts, their

repeated refusal to hear Mord of God and to surrender their lives to Him that

dooms them to never accept the wonderful salvation Gedsof

These were the three warnings Isaiah was commissioned to proclaim to the people. No
matter how the people responded, he was to continue proclaiming thé/éidlpf God.
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3. Isaiah sensed that he was being called to persevere ficalditinpopular ministry
(vv. 11-13).Therefore, he asked therp how long the people would resist the truth.
God's answer was threefold, indicating that the situation was to get much worse before
it would get better

a. The people would resist the truth until the hand of &pdigment fell. Because of
their hard hearts, the nation was to be destroyed and the people deported to a far land
(vv 11-12).The situation would not get better until the Northern and Southern
Kingdoms had been conquered and the people taken into captivity and exiled by the
conguerors. (See notes, 2 Kng. 17:1-41; 25:1-30.)

b. The people would continue to resist the truth until only a remnant remained, but even
this remnant would see the land invaded and wasted agdid) (Wote that the
remnant would be only about a tenth of the population. Howthey too would
experience further destruction due to the hardness of their hearts towacedhe
This is a clear reference to the future destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians
under Nebuchadnezzar (See notes, Kng. 25:1-30).

c. The people would go on resisting the truth untilibly seedarose from the stump.
The “stump” represents the few survivors that will be lefil@).This is a wonderful
promise, that &oly seed- a small number of true believerswill survive the coming
judgment. It will be like the stump of a fallen tree that gives rise to shoots of growth.
So it would be with the population of Judah and Jerusdlere would be a stump, a
few survivors of true believers, who would escape the coming judgment. People
would continue to resist the truth until these days, so the warning must be issued by
Isaiah and then others who follow him. So long as people continue to resist the truth,
the warning of God was to be issued against them.

Thought 1.Before we can serve therp, we must first surrender to the Hikive

must acknowledge Him as therp, as the high and exalted Creator of the universe,
the Holy One who is to be worshipped and served. Second, we must confess and
repent of our sins before we can truly serveltbep. And then, thirdlywe must
surrender to theorp's call and commission.

We are not called to be successful, but we are called to be avaaipiit of

surrender must grip our hearts. No matter thiecdity or hardship of the call, we

must be ready and resolved to step forth folLibre, trusting Him for strength and
guidance. If we surrender to thero — show Him that our spirits are ready and
resolved— He will send us forth in the power of His Spirit. Every step of the way will
be directed by His Spirit, and we will be empowered to face afiguliy. No matter
how hard the people’hearts may be or how strong the oppositionl_tiwe will
overshadow us with His presence and empower us to complete thE@aske
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request of us is not that of intelligence, ability or skill but that of surre et
simply calls us to be available, surrendered to His call and commission.

Mark 10:28 Peter said to him, “W have left evething to follow you!”

Luke 5:27-28After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi
sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left
everything and followed him.

Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Luke 14: 33“In the same wayany of you who does not give up gtleing he has
cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 18:29-30°I tell you the truth,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home
or wife or bithers or paents or childen for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail
to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life.”

Rom 12:1-2Theeefore, | uge you, bothers, in view of Gos’'mecy, to offer your

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gothis is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test andosvgpivhat God’

will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Gal 2:201 have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life | live in the bogy live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.

Phil 3:7-11 But whatever was to myaqdit | now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
What is moe, | consider evagthing a loss compad to the surpassing ggtness of
knowing Christ Jesus ntyrp, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them
rubbish, that | may gain ChrisAnd be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comesdm the lawbut that which is tlough faith in Christ- the

righteousness that comesiin God and is by faith. | want to know Christ and the
power of his esurection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, and so, somehaovattain to theesurection fom the dead.

Prov 23:26My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my lRys.
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