TEMPTATION 4:
MISUNDERSTANDING
AND TWISTING TRUEWISDOM
James 03:13-18

Introduction

What is wisdom, true wisdom? Misunderstanding wisdom is a temptation
that attacks all men, but especially teacheng. leaders of this world —
politicians, philosophers, preachers and teachers — are all guilty of
twisting and adjusting wisdom to mean what they want. But what is true
wisdom, the kind of wisdom that brings about the good life — the kind of
life and world that we should have? Is there a wisdom that can give us a
world in which all men can live in love, joy and peace and have all their
needs met, even the need to conquer death and to bring about the fountain
of youth? One of the greatest temptations that ever confronts teachers is
the temptation to twist true wisdom.

I.  The wise, understanding man or teachefl 8.
Il. The false wisdom (\14-16).
[ll. The true wisdom (vv17-18).

. James 0313 Traits of aWise Man

There is the wise and understanding man. Note the question, “Who is
wise and understanding among youiie term “wise” §ophoj refers to

the teachemnderstandingefers to the expert, the skilled, the scientific

or knowledgeable person (A. RobertsonWbord Pictures In The New
TestamentVol. 6, p. 45). By teachgof course, is meant anyone among
us who teaches tiWord of God including ministers and teach&vsthin

our church, who are the wise teachers and leadds?among us
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is knowledgeable or understanding? Let us ask another quésftia.
teacher among us wants to be unwise and ignofastthere any? Of
course notThe point being stressed is this: “Do you want to be a wise
teacher? Do you want to be a teacher of knowledpen here is how
You must do some things.”

But note this: some of the teachers to whom James was writing did not
understand the meaning of true wisdom and knowledge. Some of them
were acting most unwisely and about as empty headed as a person can
act, yet they thought they were wise and knowledgedble often the

same unwise behaviour has characterized ministers and teachers down
through the ages, even todakis is the very reason for this passage: to stir
ministers and teachers to think about how wise and knowledgeable they
really areA wise and knowledgeable teacher will demonstrate two traits.

Note the words “let him showtgixatd. It is one word in the Greek and
it is emphatic, strongly emphasizéekhis means that the wise teacher
will strongly show forth these traitEhese two traits will be clearly seen
in the wise teaché&s life.

1. There is the trait of good behaviour and condlicts means that the
wise teacher does exactly what he showWdkdom and knowledge
have to do with how a person behaves and conducts himself, not only
with knowing facts and being a scholamperson must take the facts
and apply themThis is true in any field or profession, but it is
especially true in the field of Biblical teaching.Biblical teacher
must live what he teaches and preaches. He must speak words of...

» morality and purity » righteousness and justice
* help and encouragement ¢ strength and edification

* ministry and challenge » salvation and deliverance
* hope and life
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But as he teaches such lessons of life, he must live a Igeax
behaviour and condudte must be a good person and live just what

he teaches and preaches. He must live a moral and pure, righteous

and just life; and he must go out to minister to the needy of his
community and worldThe wise teacher knows that he cannot teach
one thing and do something else.

Thought 1.Note a critical fact: in the eyes of Scripture the truly wise
and knowledgeable teacher is not a person who has all kinds of facts
and theories, speculations and notions in his mind. Rather he is a
teacher who is a good person — a moral and just person, a loving and
caring person — a person who lives what he knows and teaches —
who shows a good behaviour in all his works.

Mat 7:24-27 “Therefore eveyone who hears these wigr of mine

and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on
the ock.The rain came down, the sams ose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on theack.But eveyone who hears these wdsrof mine

and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. The rain came down, theestris ose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell witheagcrash.”

John 7:17“If anyone chooses to do Gadvill, he will find out whether
my teaching comesdm God or whether | speak on my own.”

John 8:31-32To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you
hold to my teaching, youareally my disciples. Then you will know
the truth, and the wth will set you fee.”

John 17:3“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
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Phil 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy
of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether | come and see you or only
hear about you in my absence, | will know that you stand firm in one
spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.

1 Tim 3:7 He must also have a goodputation with outsiders, so
that he will not fall into disgrace and into the dexifap.

1 Tim 4:12Dont let anyone look down on you because yewaung,
but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith
and in purity

2 Tim 3:15 And how fom infancy you have known the holy
Scriptues,which ae able to make you wise for salvationaiingh
faith in Christ Jesus.

Heb 13:5Keep your lives &e fom the love of money and be content
with what you have, because God has said, “Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you.”

James 3:13Vho is wise and understanding among you? Let him show
it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that conoes fr
wisdom.

1 Pet 2:12 ive such good lives among the pagans that, though they
accuse you of doing wng, they may see your good deeds and glorify
God on the day he visits us.

1 Pet 3:1-2Mves, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the djathey may be won over
without wods by the behaviour of their wives, when they see the purity
and reveence of your lives.
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2 Pet 3:10-13But the day of the Ldrwill come like a thief. The
heavens will disappear with aar; the elements will be destred by
fire, and the edh and eveything in it will be laid bae. Since

=> |[f someone is stéring, humility steps in and does what it can to help.
=> If evil is being done, meekness does what it can to stop and correct it.
=> If evil is running rampant and indulging itself, humility actually strikes

everything will be destryed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? du ought to live holy and godly lives as you lookvird

to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the
destuction of the heavens bydjrand the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with hisgmnise we a looking foward to a

new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

Job 28:28And he said to man, ‘The fear of the dler that is wisdom,
and to shun evil is understanding.’

Hosea 14:09Who is wise? He willgalize these things. Who is
discerning? He will understand them. The ways oL tw®are right;
the righteous walk in them, but thebellious stumble in them.

. There is the trait of humilityrhe truly wise and knowledgeable teacher
will show “humility” (prautet). The word means to be gentle, tender
humble, mild, considerate, but strongly so. Humility has the strength
to control and discipline, and it does so at the right time.

. Humility hasa humble state of minBut this does not mean the teacher
is weak, cowardly and bowinghe meek teacher simply loves people

and loves peace; therefore, he walks humbly among men regardless

of their status and circumstance in I&ssociating with the poor and
lowly of this earth does not bother the humble teadhedesires to
be a friend to all and to help all as much as possible.

. Humility hasa stiong state of mindt looks at situations and wants
justice and right to be done. It is not a weak mind that ignores and
neglects evil and wrondoing, abuse and dafing.

Jame$3:13-18 5

out in angerHowevey note a crucial point: the anger is always at the
right time and against the right thing.

. Humility hasstrong self-contsl. The humble teacher controls his spirit

and mind. He controls the lusts of his flesh. He does not give way to
il -temper retaliation, passion, indulgence or licen§ee humble
teacher dies to himself, to what his flesh (sinful nature) would like to
do, and he does the right thing — exactly what God wants done.

In summarythe humble man walks in a meek, tentet strong state

of mind; denies himself, giving utmost consideration to others. He
shows a control and righteous anger against injustice andAevil.
humble man fagives and lives for others because of what Christ has
done for him.

Gal 6:1Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you wiecsgiritual
should estoe him gentlyBut watch yourself, or you also may be
tempted.

Eph 4:1-3As a prisoner for the Ldr then, | uge you to live a life
worthy of the calling you havesceived. Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in |dWake every effort
to keep the unity of the Spirit tugh the bond of peace.

2 Tim 2:25 Those who oppose him he must gently urcstrin the
hope that God will grant therepentance leading them to a knowledge
of the truth.

Titus 3:27To slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to
show tue humility towad all men.
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James 1:21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is
so pevalent and humbly accept the @Wqlanted in you, which can
save you.

James 3:13Vho is wise and understanding among you? Let him show
it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that cormes/fisdom.

1 Pet 3:4Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is ofegit woth in Gods sight.

James 0314-16 FalseWisdom

There is the false wisdom and wrong teaching of this wdhdk is a
most tragic picture. It immediately shows us that there are teachers,
ministers and laymen alike, who follow the false wisdom of the world.

1.

Note the description of false wisdom and wrong teaching.

a. False wisdom and wrong teaching arouse bitter envy and jealousy

There are teachers, ministers and laymen alike, who are envious and
jealous of others, of their

» church and position » preaching and teaching ability
» charisma and attention ¢ leadership and recognition

e associates and friends

Too many ministers and teachers envy others because of these things.

In addition to these, the teacher is often compared with former teachers
and the comparison cuts and hufiserefore, it is subject to creating
a bitter envy against the former teacher

One other situation needs to be noted as Wéiken a teacher begins
to teach some false doctrine or to live an unholy life, he should be
corrected by those who follow the truth of Godord. When he is,
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there is always the temptation for him to react and become bitter against
those who remain true to Gedord.

The point is this: false wisdom or wrong teaching arouses bitter envy
and jealousylt stirs up a terrible division and cleavage between the
servants of God and churches. No teacher or preacher

» should ever envy another persombility, church, position or
recognition.

» should ever hold bitter envy against former ministers or teachers.

» should ever react against being corrected because of his novel
ideas or wrong behaviaur

Bitterness, envy and jealousy — they are all wrdrgey have no
place among those who teach the true wisdom of Gey. are aroused
by a false wisdom and a wrong teaching.

Mat 20:11-12*When they eceived it, they began tougnble against

the landownerThese men who wehired last worked only one hqur

they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the work and the heat of the .day

1 Cor 13:4Love is patient, love is kind, it does not ent/goes not
boast, it is not pyud.

Gal 5:21And envy; dankenness, gres, and the like. | warn you, as | did
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of.God

Phil 1:15-17Itis true that some pach Christ out of envy and rivgr

but others out of goodwill. The latter do so in love, knowing that | am
put hee for the defense of the gospel. The formeagin Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincely, supposing that they can stir upaible

for me while I am in chains.
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Prov 3:31Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his ways.

Prov 14:21He who despises his neighbour sins, but blessed is he
who is kind to the needy

Prov 23:17Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be zealous
for the fear of the.orp.

. False wisdom and wrong teaching arouse a spirit of selfish ambition
in ones heartThe term “selfish ambitiondrithiar) means friction

or more accuratelgelfish ambition. Unfortunatelyoo many of God
people — teachers and preachers included — are selfishly ambitious.
Too many want...

* to be put forward, recognized, acknowledged and honoured.
* to be known as wise and knowledgeable.
» to be seen as the teachire peacheythe leader

» to be the builderthe creatqrthe founderthe originator of a new
or novel idea and position or movement.

In addition to these, there are those who seek to gather cliques or
parties around their position or belidhey are ambitious to be the
leader and to have people recognize them as the |eadsr if it
means opposing the minister of God.

Note how restless the soul is in all of thiie soul is not at peace
with itself nor with others. Itis dissatisfied and ambitious for self, not
for the cause of Christ or for the people of Chiiisiis is the way of
false wisdom and wrong teaching: it arouses strife and selfish ambition.

Phil 2:3-4 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in
humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should
look not only to your own intests, but also to the in&sts of others.
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2 Tim 2:14 Keep eminding them of these thingsa/them befa
God against quaeling about wads; it is of no value, and onlyins
those who listen.

2 Tim 2:24 And the Lod’s sewvant must not quael; instead, he must
be kind to everone, able to teach, natsentful.

Prov 3:30Do not accuse a man for neason — when he has done
you no harm.

Prov 17:19He who loves a queel loves sin; he who builds a high
gate invites destruction.

Prov 18:6Afool’s lips bring him strife, and his mouth invites a beating.

Prov 20:31t is to a mars honour to avoid strife, but ewefool is
quick to quarel.

Prov 25:8Do not bring hastily to court, for what will you do in the
end if your neighbour puts you to shame?

Prov 26:21As chacoal to embers and as wood toefirso is a
guarrelsome man for kindling strife.

. False wisdom and teaching arouse a spirit of boasting. Boasting does

not necessarily mean that a person goes about boasting out loud. It
refers more to what a person feels within his heart. If a person follows

after false wisdom and false teaching, he focuses upon himself. His

thoughts are upon...

» preaching a good sermon, not reaching people for Christ.
* being recognized, not building people up.

e securing a position, not ministering to needs.
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Very simply he either seeks or feels pride in higediént belief or in

the position he holds. He may flaunt it publjatyaking his ideas and
position known, or he may just hold it silently within. In either case,
his belief and position stands opposed to the wisdom and teaching of
God’'s Word. He has allowed false wisdom and wrong teaching to
arouse a prideful spirit within him.

Mat 23:12“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.”

Mark 10:37 They eplied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the
other at your left in your glgt”

Rom 12:16Live in harmony with one anothdéo not be poud, but
be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

1 Cor 8:2The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know
as he ought to know

Gal 6:3If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he
deceives himself.

James 3:5-9Likewise the tongue is a small paf the bodybut it
makes geat boasts. Consider what aegit foest is set on fier by a
small spark.

James 4:16As it is, you boast and bragll such boasting is evil.

1 John 2:16For everything in the world- the cravings of sinful
man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does
comes not im the Father but &m the world.

Rev3:17You say‘l am rich; | have acquied wealth and do not need
a thing.’But you do notealize that you & wretched, pitiful, pogr
blind and naked.
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Psa 103 He boasts of the cravings of his hedie blesses the gedy
and reviles theLorbp.

Psa 49:6-hose who trst in their wealth and boast of theiegt riches?
No man canedeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him.

Prov 11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility
comes wisdom.

Prov 17:19He who loves a queel loves sin; he who builds a high
gate invites destruction.

Prov 21:4Haughty eyes and a@ud heat, the lamp of the wicked,
are sin!

Prov 25:14L ike clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of
gifts he does not give.

Prov 27:1Do not boast about tomayw, for you do not know what a
day may bring forth.

Isa. 14:13-14You said in your hedy “l will ascend to the heavens; |
will raise my thone above the stars of God; | will sit erthed on the
mount of assemblgn the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. | will ascend
above the tops of the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High.”

Oba 1:4Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among
the stars, fom thee | will bring you down,” declags thelorp.

. False wisdom and wrong teaching arouse a lie against theTthigh.

means at least two things.

=> First, the false teacher is inconsistent withWweed of God. He is not

living and teaching the truth. He is living a lie and teaching a lie —
some false doctrine, some false behaviour
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=> Second, the false teacher is inconsistent in what he teaches and does. + itfollows the nature of men — men of the earth — instead of God
He teaches the truth, but he does not live the truth. and HisWord.
Mat 7:21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘layrLord,’ will enter the » it teaches the great ideas and principles of the earth instead of
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is God and HisNord.
in heaven.” « it challenges people to seek after the aims of the earth and its
Mark 7:6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he gphesied about leaders instead of the aims of God and\kgsd.
you hypocrites; as it is written: “These people honour me with their « it focuses upon life now — life upon the earth — and neglects life
lips, but their heas are far fom me.” eternal.
Rom 2:21-23You, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself? The point is not that the great ideas and aims of the earth and its

You who peach against stealing, do you stealfuXvho say that
people should not commit aduledo you commit adultg? You who
abhor idols, do youab temples?d0 who brag about the lawo you
dishonour God by leaking the law?”

leaders are all wron@hey are nofThere are some great leaders upon
earth just as there are some foolish and evil leafledsthe ideas and

aims of great leaders are often for the betterment of man and the earth.
Therefore, we are to do all we can to help these leabeespoint is

Titus 1:16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. that heavenly wisdom, the wisdom of God and\WW@d (the Bible)

They ae detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. are the basis of true wisdomherefore, any wisdom that neglects
heavenly wisdom has a serious flaw and shortcoming. No teacher
minister or layman, is to ever fyet this. False wisdom and wrong
teaching focus only upon the earth and neglect the wisdom from above,

1 John 3:18Dear childen, let us not love with wids or tongue but
with actions and in truth.

Ezek 33:31-32My people come to you, as they usually do, and sit of God and Hid\ord.

before you to listen to your wds, but they do not put them into

practice. Vith their mouths they exgss devotion, but their hearare b. False wisdom and wrong teaching are natural and unspifTtoey.
greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them yoei mothing maz than one are of man himself, and they focus upon man as an animal and neglect
who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays an instrument the fact that he is a spiritual beifithey concentrate upon man as a
well, for they hear your wds but do not put them into practice. physical and mental beinghey stress humanism, education,

technology science, health, comfort and pea€key tend toward
bettering mars life on earth and ignore and neglect and deny that
man is spiritThey have no belief or at most a hazy belief in life after
a. False wisdom is of the earth: it centres and focuses upon the earth... this world.
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c. False wisdom and wrong teaching are devilish or demonic. Such things

as pride, selambition, bitterness, enygtrife, creating uneasiness
and division, and teaching false doctrine are not of Gbdy are of

the evil one, of the devil himseAny teacher who selfishly seeks to
promote self and does these things is following and acting just like
the devil himself acts.

Isa 29:14“Therefore once mar | will astound these people with
wonder upon wonder; the wisdom of the wise will perish, the
intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.”

Jer 4:22“My people ae fools; they do not know me. They senseless
children; they have no understanding. They skilled in doing evil;
they know not how to do good.”

Rom 1:22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools.

1 Cor 3:19-20For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’
sight.As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; and
again, “The Lod knows that the thoughts of the wise futile.”

James 3:155uch “wisdom” does not come downorft heaven but is
earthly, unspiritual, of the deuvil.

. Note the terrible éécts of false wisdom and wrong teachiii¢pe

person who follows the false wisdom of the world, who selfishly seeks
position, recognition, wealth and authority — who seeks recognition for
some novel idea or doctrine he has — who envies and strives with others
— that person is a false teacher and he causes confusion and every
evil practiceWhen that person is a minister or teacher in the church...

* he causes confusion and evil in the church: people become
disturbed, divided, form cliques and begin bearing talbsy
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become angry and hold feelings against one another and some
even leave the church and forsake God.

* he causes confusion and evil within families: various members
question, wonder and &f with other family memberghey cease
to grow and return to the world.

* he causes the weak to return to the world and to forsake God and
His Word: the weak forsake Christ as the true Son of God, and
Christ alone can save man.

* he causes persons to attach their lives to an earthly religion of
ritual, ceremony and morality — all of which die at the grave
false teacher dooms the person to an eternity apart from the Son of
God, even Jesus Christ our Lord who is the Saviour of the world.

The confusion and evil caused by false wisdom and wrong teaching
— by teachers who live and teach contrary to God and\disl —

are endless. But this much needs to be said: feetefof wrong
teaching, of following the false wisdom of this world, should cause
every minister and teacher of the church to awaken and examine his
life and his beliefs and ministryhe efects should stir many of us to
repentance and confession before God.

1 Cor 2:1-5When | came to you, t@thers, | did not come with
eloquence or superior wisdom as bplaimed to you the testimony
about God. For | esolved to know nothing while | was with you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. | came to you in weakness and
fear, and with much e#mbling. My message and mgaching wes

not with wise and persuasive wist but with a demonstration of the
Spirit’s powerso that your faith might noest on mes’wisdom, but

on Gods power
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1 Cor 14:33For God is not a God of disder but of peaceAs in all Mat 11:28“Come to me, all you who arweay and budened, and |
the congegations of the saints. will give you est.”

James 3:16-or wheee you have envy and selfish ambition, ¢hesu John 7:370n the last and gratest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and
find disoder and evey evil practice. said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirstgt him come to me and drink.”
1Th 2:4-50n the contray, we speak as men apped by God to be John 15:5“ am the vine; you ag the branches. If a maemains in
entrusted with the gospel.eMre not tiying to please men but God, me and | in him, he will bear muchuft; apart from me you can do

who tests our he#s. You know we never used flatgenor did we put

_ _ nothing.”
on a mask to cover upegd — God is our witness.

John 15:16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you to go and bear fruit fruit that will last. Then the Father will
give you whatever you ask in my name.

Ezek 33:1 Say to them, ‘As sely as | live, declas the Soveign
Lorp, | take no pleaserin the death of the wicked, but rather that
they turn fom their ways and live.ufn! Turn from your evil ways!
Why will you die, O house of Israel?’ Mat 28:19-20“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And suely | am with you always, to the yeznd of the age.”

Thought 1.This is a day when humility before God and Wisrd is
neededWhy? Because there is so much false wisdom and wrong
teaching being followedWe desperately need to turn back to the

worship and ministry of God and Hord alone We need to get Acts 1:8“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
away from worshipping ourselves, from following our own selfish you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
ambitions.We need to get away from seeking position, recognition, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

new and novel ideas and the human comforts and ease of this life.

Our call as ministers and teachers of God is to proclairivdig and Acts 9:15But the Lod said toAnanias, “Go! This man is my chosen

to minister to the needs of people everywhehe. confusion and evil instrument to cary my name beferthe Gentiles and their kings and

of the world can be corrected only by proclaiming the truth of God before the people of Israel.”

and HisWord. This we must doAnd the first step is to straighten out
ourselves first. How? By humbly bowing before God in repentance
and confession of our selfish ambition and lack of discipline,
complacency and worldlines#/e must repent and confess our failure

Rom 1:161 am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of ewasne who believes: first for the Jahen
for the Gentile.

and turn completely away from And then we must get up and go 1 Cor 2:1-5When | came to you, tthers, | did not come with
forth in the strength of Gosl'Spirit and proclaim the pure truth of eloquence or superior wisdom as bplaimed to you the testimony
God and HisMord — proclaim HisMord and nothing else. about God. For lesolved to know nothing while | was with you except
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Jesus Christ and himcified. | came to you in weakness and, fead
with much tembling. My message and myaching weg not with
wise and persuasive was, but with a demonstration of the Sparit’
power so that your faith might noest on mes’ wisdom, but on
God’s power

1 Cor 9:16Yet when | peach the gospel, | cannot boast, for | am
compelled to prach. Ve to me if | do not piach the gospel!

2 Cor 5:19-20rhat God wasaconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting mer’sins against themAnd he has committed to us the
message oeconciliation. Vi are theefore Christs ambassadors, as
though God wer making his appeal tbugh us. & imploe you on
Christ’s behalf: Beeconciled to God.

1 Th 2:9-13Suely you ememberbrothers, our toil and hatship;
we worked night and day inaer not to be a bulen to anyone while
we peached the gospel of God to yoau¥ar witnesses, and so is
God, of how holyrighteous and blameless we w@&mong you who
believed. For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father
deals with his own chilén, encouraging, comfting and uging you

to live lives wothy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glor
And we also thank God continually because, when gceived the
word of God, which you hedrfrom us, you accepted it not as the
word of men, but as it actually is, the wlaf God, which is at work in
you who believe.

1 Th 5:14 And we uge you, bothers, warn those who aridle,
encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

2 Tim 4:2 Preach the \0d; be pepaed in season and out of season,;
correct, ebuke and encourage — withegt patience and caful
instruction.
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Heb 4:12 For the wod of God is living active. Sharper than any
double-edged swdr it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the tear

Psa 46:10'Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among
the nations, | w ill be exalted in the earth.”

Isa 1:18“Come nowlet us eason togethgrsays the_orp. “Though
your sins ae like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”

Isa 43:10"You ar my witnesses,” decles thd_orp, “and my sevant
whom | have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and
understand that | am he. Beéome no god was formed, nor will taer

be one after me.”

Isa 55:1-3“Come, all you who a thirsty come to the waters; and
you who have no monepme, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost.”

Jer 5:14Theefore this is what theoro GodAlImighty says: “Because
the people have spoken thesedsol will make my wais in your
mouth a fie and these people the wood it consumes.”

Hosea 6:1‘Come, let us eturn to the_orp. He has torn us to pieces
but he will heal us; he has ingd us but he will bind up our wounds.”
ll.  James 0317-18 The Tue Wisdom and €aching
There is the true wisdom of God. Note three significant points.

1. The source of true wisdom is Gddue wisdom comes from above,
not from this world. It comes from God, not from the princes and
scholars of this eartffrue wisdom does not come from seeking the
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knowledge and wisdom of men and of this world; it comes from
seeking God — from seeking the knowledge and wisdom of God.

2. The description of true wisdom is clearly stadthat is the wisdom
of God?What is this wisdom that is so superior to the wisdom of the
princes and scholars of this worlé?hat is this wisdom that the
ministers and teachers of God are to be teaching? Scripture says that
it is eight things.

a. True wisdom is first of all “pure’agng. The word means to be pure
from fault and defilement; it means moral purity; to be completely
separated from impurity and wrowiging and set apart unto God. It
is not being half good and half bad, but totally pure and ckean.
person who has true wisdom lives a clean and pure life.

=> A truly wise person keeps his body pure. He does not damage himself
by overeating, drinking, taking drugs, smoking and letting himself
become flabbyHe disciplines himself in all things and keeps himself
fit in order to get maximum use out of life.

=> A truly wise person keeps his relationships pure. He lives a moral and
just life, protecting his spouse, children, famibwed ones, the name
of Christ and his own testimony and ministry

=> A truly wise person keeps himself pure before God so that his
relationship with God is always open and so that God can use him as
much as He wishes.

This is what true wisdom is. It is first pure, and note the word first.
Purity is first in importance and the first thing that God gives to a man
who seeks true wisdorA.wise teacheminister and layman alike, is

a teacher who lives a pure life and teaches that men must be pure
before God.
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Mat 5:8 “Blessed ae the pue in heat, for they will see God.”

1 Tim 1:5The goal of this command is love, which con@®s fa pue
heait and a good conscience and a sircHith.

1 Pet 1:16For it is written: “Be holy because | am haly

1 Pet 1:22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sinaelove for your lothers, love one another deeply
from the heatr

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopnises, dear friends, let us purify
ourselves fvm eveything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting
holiness out ofeveence for God.

b. True wisdom is “peactving” (eirenikg. The word means to bind
together; to join and weave togethiémeans that a wise teacher is
bound, woven and joined together

e with himself
e with God
e with his fellow man

And the wise teacher does all he can to keep the peace and to make
peace where it has been broken, whether between two individuals or
two groups, a familya community or a natioA.wise teacheml teacher

of true wisdom, works to reconcile people to God and to each other
He works to bring men closer to God and to each other

Rom 12:18f it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.

Heb 12:14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be
holy; without holiness no one will see thed.or
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James 3:17But the wisdom that come®ifin heaven is first of all
pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full o€yrend
good fuit, impattial and sincee.

2 Pet 3:14So then, dear friends, since yoe #&woking foward to this,
make even effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

. True wisdom is “considerate’epieike$. The word is dificult to
translate into English. It is translated by others as gentleness,

forbearance, reasonableness, consideration, agreeableness, courtesy

patience and softnes¥here is the tendency to say that either
forbearance or gentleness is the better translation. It means that there
is something better than meejustice— a gracious gentlenesEhe

wise teacher is to be gentle and forbearing in dealing with other people.

Thought 1.The point is welitaken: we must be gentle and forbearing

in dealing with peopléelhe last thing that we must do is to criticize,
condemn, censpmneglect and ignore peopWe must reach out to the
world with the gospel, and must treat people withvang gentleness.

We must be gentle, having absolutely nothing to do with harshness.
Too many of us are harsh and critical or neglectful and withdrawn.
Too many of us are wrapped in the cloak of religion having nothing to
do with reaching out to the lodthe desperate need of the hour is for
us to reach out with the gospel in a spiritaafe and gentleness.

Eph 4:2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with
one another in love.

Col 3:13Bear with each other and fgive whatever grievances you
may have against one anothEorgive as the Lat forgave you.

1 Th 2:7But we wee gentle among you, like a mother caring for her
little children.
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2 Tim 2:24 And the Lod’s sewvant must not quael; instead, he must
be kind to everone, able to teach, naésentful.

Titus 3:27To slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to
show tue humility towad all men.

James 3:17But the wisdom that come®in heaven is first of all
pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full o€yremd
good fuit, impatial and sincee.

d. True wisdom is “submissiveg(peithes The word means reasonable;

being willing to listen to reason and to appeal; being willing to change
when one is wronglrue wisdom is not stubborn or hard.

=> The wise teacher listens to the voice and reasoning of God and of his

fellow believers, and when he is wrong, he changes his behaviour

1 Sam 12:Now then, stand herbecause | am going to caoorfit you
with evidence befertheLorp as to all the righteous acts performed
by theLorbpfor you and your fathers.

Rom 12:1Theeefore, | uge you, bothers, in view of Gos'mecy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Galis
is your spiritual act of worship.

Isa 1:18“Come nowlet us eason togethgrsays the_orp. “Though
your sins ae like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”

Job 13:3But | desie to speak to thalmighty and to ayue my case
with God.

. True wisdom is full of mercyefeous. The word means to have feelings

of pity, compassion, &ction and kindness. It is a desire to succour;
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to tenderly draw unto oneself and to careTaro things are essential

in order to have mercy: seeing a need and being able to meet that
need. God sees our need and feels for us (EpB).Zherefore, He

acts; He has mercy upon us.

Note: mercy does not discriminate; it knows no discrimination at all.

It has pity upon all, both saint asishner The wise teachethe teacher

of the true wisdom, reaches out to help those in need, no matter how
low they are or how far they have fall@ihe teacher who lives and
shows true wisdom is the teacher who is moved with compassion
moved so much that he reaches out to help every human being who
has a problem and need.

Mat 5:7 “Blessed ae the megiful, for they will be shown mey.”
Luke 6:36“Be meciful, just as your Father is maful.”

Luke 10:34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil
and wine. Then he put the man on his own dgné&elg him to an inn
and took cae of him.

Job 29:15-161 was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame. | was a
father to the needy; | took up the case of the stranger

Isa 50:4The SoverignLorp has given me a well-instcted tongue,
to know the wat that sustains the wearHe wakens me morning by
morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.

Prov31:20She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to
the needy

Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is gdodl what does
theLorbrequire of you? @ act justly and to love mgy and to walk
humbly with your God.
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f.

True wisdom is full of good fruitdarponagathon. This means that

the wise teacher actually reaches out and helps those in trouble. He
does not experience feelings of compassion and then push them out
of his mind. He acts; he meets needs; he helps tlierisgf, the
shutin, the prisonerthe widow and widowethe orphan, the single
parent and the single parent child, the grieving, the plo®destitute,

the homeless, the hunghe sinnerthe backslidden, the lost and

the wicked.

The teacher of true wisdom reaches out and leads his followers to
reach out to the needy of their commuyutty, state, nation and world.

The wise teacher does all he can to meet the desperate of our world.
In fact, he gives all he is and has — every dime he has — sacrificing
everything beyond the needs of his own family — to meet the needs
of the lost and destitute of our worlthe teacher of true wisdom is
totally committed to good deeds and works in order to reach people for
Christ and to help them through all the problems and troubles of life.

Mat 25:35-36'For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat,

| was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick
and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’

Gal 5:22-23But the fuit of the Spirit is love, jgypeace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selbicAgiinst
such things theris no law

Gal 6:2Carry each othes budens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.

Gal 6:10 Theefore, as we have oppmmity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
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=>

Eph 5:9For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness
and truth.

Titus 2:7In evelthing set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integritgeriousness.

Heb 10:24-25And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting togasher
some ae in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one ancther
and all the moe as you see the Day appching.

True wisdom is impartiabdiakritod. This word in the Greek actually
means two things.

The wise teacher is impartial; he shows no partiality or favouritism to
anyone.

1 Tim 5:21“I chargeyou, in the sight o&od and Christ Jesus and
the elect angels, to keep these instions without parality, and to
do nothing out of favouritism.”

James 2:4Have you not discriminated among yourselves and
become judges with evil thoughts?

Lev 19:15"'Do not prevent justice; do not show patiality to the poor
or favouritism to the gratbutjudge your neighbour fairly

Job 13:10'He would suely call you to account if you setly showed
partiality.”

The wise teacher is undivided in his convictions and judgments. He
knows the truth, exactly what GedWord says, and he will not
entertain false ideas or teachings. He is totally committed and
undivided in following and teaching GedVord.
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1 Cor 2:2For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified.

1 Cor 9:16Yet when | peach the gospel, | cannot boast, for | am
compelled to prach. Ve to me if | do not piach the gospel!

Gal 1:7-11 Which is eally no gospel at all. Evidently some people
are thiowing you into confusion andetrying to pevert the gospel

of Christ. But even if we or an angebrfn heaven should @ach a
gospel other than the one weepched to you, let him be eternally
condemnedAs we have afrady said, so now | say again: If anybody

is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be
eternally condemnedm | now tying to win the apmval of men, or

of God? Or am | lying to please men? If | westill trying to please
men, | would not be a sant of Christ. | want you to knptvothers,

that the gospel | gached is not something that man made up.

Phil 3:14 1 press on towat the goal to win the prize for which God
has called me heavenvehin Christ Jesus.

. True wisdom is “sincere”anupokrito¥. This means to be free from

insincerity hypocrisy play-acting and wearing a maskhe teacher

of true wisdom does not try to fake people out; he does not teach one
thing and do another thing. He does not claim to be a teacher of God
and teach something else other than &aabrd; he does not claim to

be a teacher of God and live an impure and unrighteous life nor an
undisciplined and complacent life.

2 Cor 1:12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we
haveconducted ourselves in the world, and especially in eations
with you, in the holiness and sincerity thae drom God. W have
done so not accdmng to worldly wisdom but acading to Gods grace.
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2 Cor 2:17Unlike so manywe do not peddle the wbof God for
profit. On the contray, in Christ we speak be®iGod with sincerity
like men sent &@m God.

Phil 1:9-10AnNd this is my prayer: that your love may aboundenaod
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern
what is best and may be guand blameless until the day of Christ.

Titus 2:7In eveything set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integritgeriousnessAnd soundness of speech
that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be
ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.

1 John 3:18Dear childen, let us not love with wds or tongue but
with actions and in truth.

. The efect of true wisdom is a harvest of righteousness, a life and
world of righteousness. But note how righteousness is brought about:
by making peace. Righteousness — men living like they should, men
treating each other and treating God like they should — can never come
about unless we are at peace with each other and witiTGisaneans
something of critical importancéhe geatest need that man has is

for peace— peace with each other and peace with Qdet true
teacher will work and work for peace, struggle and strutygiget

men to make peace with each other and with God. Just picture the scene:

=> men at peace with each other
=>men at peace with God
=> a world of peace

The result would be a community and a world of righteousness —
men and women living like they shouldeveryone experiencing and
living a life of love, joy peace, of caring and looking after each other
All things would be right, exactly like they should Bbae world would
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be a world of righteousness, a world just like the world for which
God longs. How can we ever have such a world? Only by the teachers
of God — ministers and laymen alike becoming teachers of true
wisdom, teachers who make peace and who lead people to make peace
with God and with each other

John 14:27"Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your kebe toubled and
do not be afraid.”

John 16:33I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will haveouble. But take hedlrl have
overcome the world.”

Rom 14:17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Eph 2:13-14But now in Christ Jesus you who once eviar away
have been lmught near though the blood of Christ. For he himself is
our peace, who has made the two one and hasogestthe baier,
the dividing wall of hostility

Col 1:20And thiough him to econcile to himself all things, whether
things on eath or things in heaven, by making peaceotilgh his
blood, shed on the @ss.

1 Cor 15:54When the perishable has been clothed with the
imperishable, and the miad with immotality, then the saying that is
written will come tue: “Death has been swallowed up in vigtdr

Phil 1:11 Filled with the fuit of righteousness that comesadhgh
Jesus Christ- to the glory and praise of God.

Heb 10:12But when this priest had oftsd for all time one sacrifice
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of GI.
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THE CAUSES OHEMPTATION
AND WRONGDOING
Jamves 04:01-06

Introduction

As human being, we are always facing temptations and trials, and all too
often we find ourselves yielding and doing wrohfis passage begins a

new division in the Book of James, the-iatiportant discussion on
temptations and trials and how to conquer them. But before we can conquer
them, we must understand what causes them. Just what is it that causes
temptation and wrongdoindhis passage says that the causes are fourfold.

I.  Lust, evil desires: the passion for pleasure and gratification that rages
within the body (v1).

Il. Distrust: seeking something and never trusting God or asking God
for it (v. 2).

lll. Praying amiss: praying with the wrong motive y.
IV. Worldliness: friendship with the world.(4).
V. Conclusion: the cure (V&-6).

I. James 0401 Lust, Evil Desires

What is the cause of temptation and wrongdoing? First, it is lust, evil
desires — the passion for pleasure and gratification that rages within us.
The words “lust” or “evil desires'hedonoi mean to crave pleasure; to
crave gratificationThis Scripture says that desires for pleasure and
gratification fight within our bodiehe picture is that of constant warfare,

of our bodies’craving, yearning, pulling, ging and grasping alter
whatever will satisfy our desireBhe battle of wanting and desiring rages
on and on within our bodies. Every person knows what it is to experience
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this warfare, to have his flesh (sinful nature) continually yearning after
something. Desires or cravings are strong ariatdif to control. In fact,

few people control them completeome people may curb their desires

in what are called the gross and visible sins such as vengeance ang murder
but they gratify their desires in the-salled “acceptable” or less visible
things such as overeating and selfishness, in buying and hoarding more
than what is needed, and in looking when they should not look.

The point is this: man is a walking civil war; desires and lusts wage a
battle within him, constantly seeking gratification and pleasure. Man wants
to lift the restraint, to abandon inhibitions and enjoy the pleasure of the
evil indulgence. It may be the lust for

 more and more food <« more alcoholic beverages

* more illegal drugs * unhealthy or illicit sex
* More possessions * more money
* more property * more recognition

e more popularity * more authority

* morevengeance

As stated, our desires or lusts wage a war within us, seeking endless
pleasure and gratification. Now note the result of our desires or lusts: it is
fights and quarrels. Remember: the greatest need that man has is for peace
(See note, pt. 3, Jas. 3:18.) Just imagine what the@orld would be

like if men lived in peace with each other and with Gdkre would be

no restlessness or uneasiness within the human soul and no fights or
quarrels between memnhere would be no sin or evil committed against
others — wife, husband, neighbour or anyone else — because all men
would be at peace with God as well as with each oflhergreatest need

man has is for peac®et, when we look at the world, what we see is
anything but peace.
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=> Peace is not what exists between men, but fights and quarrels.

=> Peace is not what exists between men and God, because desires or

lusts fight a war within mes’bodies — desires or lusts that explode
into evil and destructive behaviour

Where do these fights and quarrels come frévhat causes them?
Unless we knowwe can never deal with them or conquer them.
Therefore, we must heed Scripture: they come from desires or lusts
— the passion for pleasure and gratification that rages within the
human body

Thought 1.William Barclay quotes several of the great thinkers of past
history who recognized this point, the point that lust and desire lie at
the very root of mag’problemsThese are well worth our noting. (Each

mans statements are stated in separate paragraphs for easier reading):

“The root cause of this unceasing and bitter conflict is nothing
other than dese.

=> “Philo points out that the &n Commandments culminate in the

forbidding of covetousness which is desfor desie is the worst

of all the passions of the soul. ‘Is it not because of this passion that
relations ae bioken, and this natural goodwill changed into desperate
enmity? that ggat and populous countriessatlesolated by domestic
dissensions? and land and sea filled with ever new disasters by
naval battles and land campaigns? For the wars famous in
tragedy..have all flowed &m one soure — desg either for money

or glory or pleasue. Over these things the human race goes mad.’

=> “Lucian writes, ‘All the evils which come upon manevalutions

and wars, stratagems and slaughters — springnfdesie. All
these things have as their fountain-head the ddsirmoe.
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=> Plato writes, The sole cause of wars aedalutions and battles is
nothing other than the body and its desit

=> “Cicero writes, ‘It is insatiable desis which oveurn not only
individual men, but whole families, and which even bring down
the state. Fom desies thee spring hated, schisms, discds,
seditions and warsDesire is at the oot of all the evils whichuin
life and which divide men.”

=> William Barclay himself says, “The Newedtament is clear that
this overmastering degifor the pleaswas of this world is always
a threatening danger to the spiritual life. It is the eaiand riches
and pleasues of this life which combine to choke the good seed
(Luke 8:14) A man can become a slave to lusts and plessand,
when he does, malice and envy anddthémter into life” (ftus 3:3).

=>“The ultimate choice in life lies between pleasing oneself and
pleasing God; and a world in which mefiirst aim is to please
themselves is a world which is a battlegnd of savaggr and
division” (The Letters of James and Peferll6).

Jamves 04:01-03 LusTt, DESIRE

What causes fights and quals among you? Dadnthey
come fom your desgs that battle within you?oM want
something but dotget it. Yu kill and covet, but you cannag
have what you wanto¥ quarel and fight. ¥u do not have,
because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not
receive, because you ask witlong motives, that you maj
spend what you get on your pleassirJames 0401-03

~—+

Y
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174

The word is used three times in verse3. In verses 1 and 3 the
wordhedonoris used. It means out of your sinful, sensual pleasures.
In verse 2 the word igpithumeitevhich means a yearning passign
for (A.T. RobertsonWbrd Pictutes In The NeweBtamentvol. 6, p.
49). (Sed_ust,Jn. 8:44.)

Note that desire, lust, a yearning passion for is not always evil. In
verse 5 the Spirit “envies intenséln Luke 22:15 Christ desires
(yearns}o eat the Passover with the apostidsat is it that distinguishes
a good desire from an evil desi#fdeast two major things.

1. Motive: if one desires the necessities of life, his desire is good.
The necessities — food, clothing, sheltewve, care — are
essential for the fullness of lifd/lhen a man seeks God for these
things, God provides the necessities.

2. Greed: desiring food is good, but if one desires fosgpemd it on
his pleasues,that is, he desires food and food and food, it is wrang
passion. It becomes sinful, sensual pleasure. Desiring love is good,
but if one desires love tgpend it on his pleases,that is, he
desires love and love and love, it is wrong passidin(4:5). o

Il. James 0402 Distrust; Not Relying on God

What is the cause of temptation andmgdoing? Second, it is digst.

The statenent of this verse, ‘&0 do not have, because you do not ask
God,” means that man does not trust God nor call upon God. He just
does not know God in a personal wilyow Him to the point that he can

ask and call upon God to meet his needs. Man does not have this kind of
meaningful trust in God. Man basically distrusts God.
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1.

First, note this: the word for lust or desire is dedldnt word (want)

than the word for lust or desire in verses one and three (ste
Desire, Jas. 4:13). The word in this verse means a yearning desire or
passion. Sometimes the desire is good; sometimes it is bad. For
example, to desire food is good, but to desire food and more food is
bad.This is the very point of this verse.

Note: we do not have our desires met because we do not trust and
depend upon God to fulfil our desir&sere is nothing wrong with our
basic desires; they are to be met. But they are to be met by our trusting
and depending upon God, acknowledging Him as the Source and
Provider of every good and perfect gift. It is when we ignore, neglect
and deny God that our desires run loose and wild. It is when God is
shoved aside that we begin to desire and desire to the point that we lie,
steal, cheat, fight, kill and quarrel to gratify our desires and pleasures.

Second, note this: there arefdient levels of desires and luskaree
levels are given in this verse.

You want something but do not get it.
You kill and covet, but cannot have what you want.
You quarrel and fight, but you do not have, because you do not ask God.

Some desire and desire, and they do not hEwey do little to fulfil

their deepest desireBhey think little, plan little, work little and do

little beyond indulging the basic desires for comfort and &dsey

have broader and deeper desires, but they are just unwilling to do
what is necessary to fulfil these desiksd most tragic of all, they

do not sincerely call upon God to help them in meeting any of their
desires, not even the desires for the basic necessities ofHig.
desire and desire, but they do not have because of their own lack of
initiative and because of their distrust in God.
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b. Some desire and desire so much that they lie, steal, cheat and kill to

gratify and possess their desirése desire may be to get such things

as some person, position, recognition, land, power or anything else
on this earth. But no matter what it is, and no matter how much of itis
gotten and possessed, it does not satisfy the lust and désrieist

and desire remain, and the person craves more and moré loé it.
person just cannot obtain what he is after even if he lies, steals, cheats
and kills to get it.

. Others desire and desire so much that they are willing to fight and go to
war to gratify their desire$hey want something so much — some power
some land, some position, some vengeance — that they are willing to
throw a whole company or nation of people into a fight or war in order
to satisfy their desire and gratify their pleasure. Imagine wanting
something so much that one will kill and destroy the life of another
person and in the case of wile lives of millions in order to get it.

Rom 1:21-3Zor although they knew God, they neither glorified him
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and
their foolish heats wee darkenedAlthough they claimed to be wise,
they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like ntal man and bids and animals and
reptiles. Thezfore God gave them over in the sinful desiof their
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one
another They exchanged theuth of God for a lie, and worshiped
and seved ceated things rather than the €xtor — who is foever
praised Amen. Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.
Even their women exchanged naturallations for unnatural ones.

In the same way the men also abandoned nateliaions with women

and wee inflamed with lust for one anoth&ten committed indecent
acts with other men, an@ceived in themselves the due penalty for
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their pewversion. Futhermoe, since they did not think it warvhile

to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved
mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with
ever kind of wickedness, evil,egd and depravitylhey ae full of

envy muder, strife, deceit and malice. Theyeagossips, slanders,
God-haters, insolent, angant and boastful; they invent ways of
doing evil; they disobey their pamts; they a& senseless, faithless,
heattless, uthless Although they know Gagltrighteous deee that

those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do
these vey things but also appwe of those who practice them.

Eph 2:3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our sinful naterand following its des#s and thoughts.
Like the est, we wez by natue objects of wrath.

James 4:2You want something but doget it. You kill and covet, but
you cannot have what you wanauyquarel and fight. ¥u do not
have, because you do not ask God.

1 John 2:15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

Prov 16:26The labouer’s appetite works for him; his hunger drives
him on.

Prov 21:10The wicked man craves evil; his neighbour gets nayner
from him.

. Third, note this: desire is never satisfied apart from @ogerson

must trust and call upon God in order to have his desires fulfilled:
“You do not have because you do not ask Gdtere are three
reasons why trusting and calling upon God are necessary for desires
to be fulfilled.
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a. Man’s deepest and most restless craving is spiritual. God has made

man a spiritual being, a being who is restless until his spirit is at peace
with God. Man may denyignore, neglect and reject this fact;
nevertheless, the denial of truth does not do away with the truth. God
has made man a spiritual being, a being with a soul that craves for
spiritual satisfaction:

Man craves for God, for the fellowship and communion, the care and
security of His presence.

Man craves for life, for life that is both abundant and eternal.

Man craves for a perfect world.

Man desires these things; deep down within his soul he desires for spiritual
satisfaction, and his spirit is restless — ever craving for more and
more — until the spirit is satisfied with the knowledge of these things.

Man'’s spiritual desires and cravings cannot be satisfied with physical
and material things. Masiexperience is this: there is that within man
that lusts and craves for more and méuwed as more and more is
taken, the lust or desire does not diminish; it grows. It craves for still
more and more. Mag’cravings are never satisfifithey have to be
controlled. If man feeds his cravings and continues to feed and feed
them, he is eventually consumed by his lusts or deSihesproblem

is this: man misunderstands that for which his soul is craving. It is an
inner craving, a spiritual craving that gnaws away at Rinus, no
physical thing can satisfy that spiritual craviAgohysical thing is of

the earth, physical; it is not of heaven, spiritiiale spiritual craving

can only be satisfied by a spiritual thing, only by the Spirit of God.
Physical things only leave man dissatisfied, unfilled, incomplete, still
hungering and thirsting after pleasure andgstification. (See note,

Jn. 4:1314.) Why? Because it did not come from Gaddroughout
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history men have desired everything imaginable, and they have used
every method from guing to war to get what they desiket they

have never been satisfied withiWhy? Because what they desired
was never sought from God and did not come from God.

. Man is not able to control his desires, not completely and not always.

Man must have the presence and power of God to control all his lusts
and desires. No matter what man may think and claim, history is clear
evidence of the uncontrolled desires of men. In fact, any thinking and
honest person can testify to his lack of control and discipline over
desires and luste corrupt our minds, thoughts and bodies and we
hurt, disrupt and destroy others by our uncontrolled desires and lust.
It is our uncontrolled desires and lusts that are carrying everyone of
us to the grav@.he only escape — the only victory over the corruption
of desires and lusts — is Galle must trust God and call upon God.
We must consult with God about our desires and wants...

» talk with Him » ask His opinion
o ask His will » ask if the desire is good or bad

» ask if the need is a true need or simply the lust for pleasure or
gratification

We must learn to commune and fellowship with God — to walk in
Him, live and move in Him, seeking and asking His opinion, will and
help every step of every dakhis is what God wants from all of us,
leaders and citizens alike, ministers and laymen alike — God wants
to fellowship and commune with us. He wants our acknowledgement
— our worship and honour and praise of Him as the Lord and Father
of the universe. Fellowship and communion with God — trusting and
calling upon Him — is the only way we can ever fulfil the deepest
and innermost desire or our hea#rd once the spiritual craving is
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satisfied, all the other desires of our lives will be fulfilled and controlled

by the presence and power of God in our hearts. Prayerlessness — not
knowing God and not praying to God — is the second cause of
temptation and wrongdoing.

Rom 6:11-13“In the same waycount yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus. Tiedore do not let singign in your
mortal body so that you obey its evil desir Do not offer the pts of
yourbody to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves
to God, as those who have beeaught fom death to life; and offer

the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.

Rom 8:13For if you live accading to the sinful nater, you will die; but
if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the, lyodywill live.

Gal 5:24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful
nature with its passions and de=s.

1 Pet 4:2As a esult, he does not live thest of his eahly life for evil
human deses, but rather for the will of God.

1 John 2:15-17Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
everything in the world- the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and the boasting of what he has and doesmes not &m the
Father but fom the world. The world and its dessrpass awayut

the man who does the will of God livesefaer

Psa 31:1How great is your goodness, which you haveedarp for
those who fear you, which you bestow in the sight of men on those
who take efuge in you.

Psa 37:3Trust in theLorp and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy
safe pastue.
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Psa 37:5Commit your way to thieorp; trust in him and he will do this:

Psa 62:8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heao
him, for God is ourefuge.

Prov 3:5-6Trust in theLorbowith all your heat and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make your paths straight.

Isa 26:3-4You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast,
because he tists in you. fiust in theLoro forever for thelLorp, the
Lorp, is the Rock eternal.

.  James 0403 PrayingAmiss, withWrong Motive

What is the cause of temptation and wrongdoihlitd, it is praying
amiss, praying with the wrong motivAmisssimply means to pray
wrongly, not to pray right; to pray with the wrong motive. Even when a
person trusts God — knows and fellowships with Him on a personal
basis and wants God to help meet his needs — he can ask God for help in
the wrong wayHe can pray amiss, and when he prays amiss, God is
unable to help himWhat does it mean to pray amis&/Pat is a wrong
prayer? Scripture tells us, and this is the reason our prayers are so often
not answered: we ask for things so that we can gratify our lust and pleasure.
We ask for the wrong reasons, with the wrong motiwisask...

» for health to be more comfortable.

« for healing and a longer life to continue our comfortable lives.
» for money to have more. < for success to be recognized.
» for position to hold authority

« for the family to be blessed so that we can continue to enjoy
their presence.
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We ask this and so much more, all because we seek to gratify our own
desires more and mordle seek God blessings so that we can have
more comfort, enjoyment, better food and clothes and be accepted and
recognized more.

What is the right motive for prayer? How can we pray and know that God
will give the desires of our heatBy asking for the glgrof GodWhen a
person wants something from God, he must want it so that he can glorify
God.We must always remember that what God is after is communion
and fellowship with us, for us to draw closer and closer to Him, learning
more and more about Him and worshipping and serving Him more and
more.This is the way God is glorified, by our walking closely to Him and
honouring and praising His namkherefore, if we want anything from
God, we must want it so that we can glorify Him — so that we can draw
closer to Him and make Him better known to others.

1. If a person wants health, life, strength or a strong testimbmyust
be so that he can glorify God.

Mat 5:16“In the same waylet your light shine befermen, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

1 Cor 6:20You weke bought at a price. Thefore honour God with
your body

2. If a person wants to bear fruit in his life and work, or in his church
and upon his land, it must be so that he can glorify God.

John. 15:8“This is to my Fathes glory, that you bear much dit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

Rom 15:6So that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God
and Father of our Lat Jesus Christ.
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3. If a person wants the basic necessities of life — food, clothing and
shelteyor purpose, meaning and significance, or assurance, confidence
and security — or if he wants more position, authority or moiney
must be so that he can glorify God and the Lord Jesus Christ in his
life and testimony

Mat 6:31-33“So do not wory, saying, ‘What shall we eat@ ‘What

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well.”

2 Th 1:11-12With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our
God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he
may fulfill evey good purpose of yours and eyexct pompted by
your faith. V& pray this so that the name of our dalesus may be
glorified in you, and you in him, acating to the grace of our God
and the Lod Jesus Christ.

Eph 4:28He who has been stealing must steal no Igng&r must
work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have
something to sharwith those in need.

1 Tim 6:17-19Command those whoarich in this pesent world not

to be arogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so utaier

but to put their hope in God, who richlygwides us with evgthing

for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be gemers and willing to sha. In this way they will

lay up teasue for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
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1 John 5:14-15This is the confidence we have in aggrhing God:
that if we ask anything acating to his will, he hears ué\nd if we
know that he hears us- whatever we ask — we know that we have
what we asked of him.

IV. James 0404 Worldliness; Friendship with theAorld

What is the cause of temptation and wrongdoing? Fourth, it is worldliness.
James uses strong language. He calls them adulterous people. He means
two things.

1. Being adulterous means that a person is guilty of spiritual adultery
Jesus Christ holds His relationship with us in the highest regard. Our
relationship with Him is to be so close that it can be described only by
the closeness and intimacy of marriage. In fact, our relationship with
Christ can even be closer and more meaningful than mavisgare
to know believe and understand Christ just as we are to Koelieve
and understand our husbands and wives. But with Christ there is far
more of a bond and relationship than what we can have with each
other as men and women of earth. Jesus Christ actually lives within
our bodies in the person of the Holy Spiite are to live, move and
have our being in Christ and He in Tikis is the reason believers are
calledthe bride of Chris{2 Cor .1:1-2; Eph. 5:2428; Rev 19:7;
21:9).The marriage relationship just comes the closest to describing
the bond which Christ has with us.

The point is this: our bond with Christ is so close that when we turn
away from Him to the world, it is like committing spiritual adultery
Spiritual adultery means that we turn away from God to the world —
that we break our commitment to God and turn to other things; that
we follow after the things of the world instead of following after God,
things such as...
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* money * possessions ¢ lands * houses
e position e« power e cars » clothes
* popularity ¢ honour * recognition < fame

o qirls * boys

The picture of spiritual adultery shows us just how meaningful God
counts our relationship with Christ: it is a relationship of love, a bond
of love that can be the closest bond in all the world. If we turn away
from Christ to the world, it cuts His heart with the deepest of pain —
a pain beyond description — for He is God and He feels with perfect
feelings.We must never fget that our Lord gave His life and died
for us. He has done everything He can to save us and to create a
relationship with usAnd it cost Him unbelievable pain — the pain of
the cross — the pain of bearing all the sins of the whole world — the
pain of bearing the wrath of God against those sins — the pain of God
the Father forsaking and rejecting Him when He bore our sins —
such pain that it defies description — and it was all fol berefore,

we must not hurt Him anymoré/e must not crucify Christ anymore.
We must not forsake Him for the worl¥e must not commit spiritual
adultery against Him by turning to the world.

Heb 2:3How shall we escape if we igmosuch a grat salvation?
This salvation, which was first announced by thell aas confirmed
to us by those who hehhim.

=> Spiritual adultery is not obeying the commandment of the Lord.

Judg 2:17Yet they would not listen to their judges bubgtituted
themselves to other gods and worshiped them. Unlike their fathers,
they quickly turned &m the way in which their fathers had walked,
the way of obedience to the di&commands.

Jame®4:01-06 16



The Causes ofemptation and&Vrongdoing

=> Spiritual adultery is idolatrythe worshipping of other gods.

1 Chr 5:25But they wez unfaithful to the God of their fathers and
prostituted themselves to the gods of the peoples of the land, whom
God had destiyed befoe them.

Ezek 6:9Then in the nations wherthey have been c#d captive,
those who escape wikmember me — how | have been grieved by
their adultepus heats, which have turned awayfn me, and by their
eyes, which have lusted after their idols. They will loathe themselves
for the evil they have done and for all their detestable practices.

Hosea 4:120f my people. They consult a wooden idol anel ar
answeed by a stick of woodA spirit of prostitution leads them
astray;they ae unfaithful to their God.

=> Spiritual adultery is unclean deeds and sinful behaviour

Psa 106:39They defiled themselves by what they did; by their deeds
they postituted themselves.

=> Spiritual adultery is giving oneself to detestable and vile things.

Ezek 20:30Theefore say to the house of Israel: ‘“This is what the
SoveeignLorp says: WI you defile yourselves the way your fathers
did and lust after their vile images?’

=> Spiritual adultery is faggetting God and turning orgeback upon Him.

Ezek 23:35Thekefore this is what the Sowegn Lorp says: “Since
you have fagotten me and tlust me behind your back, you must bear
the consequences of your lewdness aodtjution.”

=> Spiritual adultery is refusing to return to God and not acknowledging
the Lord.
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Hosea 5:4‘Their deeds do not permit them teturn to their GodA
spirit of prostitution is in their hedrthey do not acknowledge therp.”

=> Spiritual adultery is forsaking God.

Hosea 1:2When thd_orp began to speak tbugh Hosea, theorp

said to him, “Go, take to yourself an adubbeis wife and childrn

of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in
depating from theLorp.”

Hosea 4:120f my people. They consult a wooden idol angl ar
answeed by a stick of wood spirit of prostitution leads them astray;
they ae unfaithful to their God.

Hosea 9:1Do not ejoice, O Israel; do not be jubilant like the other
nations. For you have been unfaithful to your God; you love the wages
of a piostitute at ever threshing floor

=> Spiritual adultery is disbelief in Christ.

Mat 16:4“A wicked and adult®us generation looks for a miraculous
sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.” Jesus then
left them and went away

=> Spiritual adultery is being ashamed of Christ andWlisds.

Mark 8:38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my d®in this
adulteious and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of
him when he comes in his Fattsegloty with the holy angels.”

2. Being adulterous means that a person is actually committing adultery
The people of that day lived in a generation just like all other
generations, a generation where immorality and all forms of sexual
vices were running rampams Jesus said, “This is an adulterous
generation” — a generation that is so full of sexual immorality that it
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can be characterized as adulterous. Some believers had apparently
been caught up in the immorality of the world, living lives of impurity
They are called adulterous because that was just what theyliveye.

were having déirs behind closed doors and in the dark.

3. Note a third thing, the question asked by Scripture: “Dgot know
that friendship with the world is hatred toward GoW#iat does this
mean? Just what Scripture says: the person who is a friend of the world
is the enemy of GodVhat does it mean to be a friend of the world?

=> |t means to live for this world and the things of the world: houses,
lands, moneyposition, powerpopularity clothes, recognition and
anything else in this world that people focus upon and put before God.

=> |t means to seek the things of this world so much that you will deceive,
lie, cheat and steal to get them.

= It means to seek the fleshly pleasures and partying of this world.

Everything in this world passes awdahis world is physical and
material; therefore, it has the seed of corruption in it. Because of this
it stands against God. It is not eternal nor holy and righteous like
God.Therefore, any person who is a friend of this world stands against
God. He stands against all that God is.

=> An impure person is an enemy of Gegurity
=> An unholy person is an enemy of Getioliness.
=> A deceptive, lying person is an enemy of Gddithfulness.

=> A covetous, banking, hoarding person is an enemy ofshedirt that
gives sacrificially

=> A worldly minded person is an enemy of Godill for man.
On and on the list could go, but the point is clear: the person who is a
friend of this world, who focuses upon this world, is an enemy of God.
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Mat 6:24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one
and love the otheor he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other You cannot sere both God and Mongy

Mat 16:26 “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole
world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for
his soul?”

Luke 21:34“Be careful, or your heats will be weighed down with
dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will
close on you unexpectedly like a trap.”

2 Cor 6:17-18“Therefore come out bm them and be separate,
says the Lat. Touch no unclean thing, and | wikceive you. | will

be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,” says
the Lod Almighty

Col 3:2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

Titus 2:12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-coalied, upright and godly lives in this
present age.

James 4:4¥ou adulteous people, dotyou know that friendship with
the world is hated towad God?Anyone who chooses to be a friend
of the world becomes an enemy of God.

Mat 15:8 ‘These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts
are far fom me.’

Rom 8:7-8The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to
Gods law nor can it do so. Those coaolied by the sinful nater
cannot please God.
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Eph 2:12Remember that at that time you weeparate tim Christ,
excluded fom citizenship in Israel and feigners to the covenants of
the pomise, without hope and without God in the world.

1 John 2:15-16Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
everything in the world- the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and the boasting of what he has and doesmes not &m the
Father but fom the world.

V. James 0405-06 Cure: The Holy Spirit

What is the cause of temptation and wrongdoifgi8 passage has told
us there are four causes:

=> Desires: the passion for pleasure and gratification.

=> Distrust; desiring something and never trusting God or asking Him for it.

=> Praying amiss: praying with the wrong motive.
=> Worldliness: friendship with the world.

These are the causes of temptation and wrongdoing, Wbat is the
cure for temptation and wrongdoinghere are two cures.

1. Believers must know this: the Spirit of God yearns over us with
jealousy Note that this point is a question: “Do you thinK'Pie point
is something that weaust think about and knoWwhe Holy Spirit who
dwells in believers...

» envies intenselyearns, desires and longs after us.

» yearns with envy and jealousy over us.

When does the Holy Spirit yearn over us with jealoddl/the time,

but in a special way when temptation confronts us and we do wrong.
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The Holy Spirit is always yearning over us and He is always jealous
over us. But if we turn away from Christ and become a friend of the
world — if we become adulterous — the Spirit of God does not cast us
off and turn away from us. He loves us and cares for us and wants to
save us. He yearns and longs for us with deep, intense jealousy — yearns
and longs for us to return to Christ and give Him our full devotion.

The point is this: the believer is to know that the Spirit of God is
exactly like thiswhen the believer is heavily tempted and does wrong,
he is not cast 6&nd rejected and forsaken by God. God still loves the
believer — no matter what he does. God yearns and longs for the
believer to return to Him — yearns and longs with deep, intense
jealousyWhen the believer knows this, then he knows the first great
cure for temptation and wrongdoind he is far more able to repent
and return to GodVhy? Because he is so deeply loved by God — so
much so that God yearns for him with a jealous, envious Aawve.

love attracts and pulls the believer back to God. Scripture clearly
declares that God is a jealous God.

Exo 20:5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the
Lorbpyour God, am a jealous God, punishing the cleifdfor the sin
of the fathers to the tldrand fouth generation of those who hate me.

Exo 34:14Do not worship any other god, for therp, whose name
is Jealous, is a jealous God.

Deu 32:16 They made him jealous with their égn gods and
angeed him with their detestable idols

Deu 32:21They made me jealous by what is no god and atgae
with their worthless idols. | will make them envious by those who
are not a people; | will make them aygoy a nation that has no
understanding.
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Zec 8:2This is what thé.orp Almighty says: “| am ver jealous for
Zion; | am burning with jealousy for hér

Thought 1.God has placed His Spirit into the hearts of believers to
lead them through all the temptations and trials of life and to convict
and lead them to repentance when they®ie Holy Spirit yearns
and covets souls; He wants no believer to turn away from Christ.

John 14:26“But the Counselqgrthe Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and vethind you of
everything | have said to you.”

John 16:7-11 “But | tell you the tuth: It is for your good that | am
going away Unless | go awaythe Counsellor will not come to you;
but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comeswill convict the
world of guilt in legad to sin and righteousness and judgment: In
regad to sin because men do not believe in me;eigard to
righteousness, because | am going to the Fathleee you can see
me no longer; and inegad to judgment, because the prince of this
world now stands condemned.”

Rom 08:09-1, 13-14You, howeverare contolled not by the sinful
nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in yAaod if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, be does not belong to Christ. But if
Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is
alive because of righteousnegsd if the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus fom the dead is living in you, he who raised Chrigtrfithe
dead will also give life to your mia bodies though his Spirit, who
lives in youFor if you live accading to the sinful nata, you will die;

but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the podywill

live. Because those whoealed by the Spirit of God @ssons of God.
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1 Cor 3:16Don't you know that you yourselvesdbods temple and
that Gods Spirit lives in you?

1 Cor 6:19-2(Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you hawezeived fom God? ¥u are not
your own. ¥u wee bought at a price. Thefore honour God with
your body

Gal 5:16-17So | saylive by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desies of the sinful nater For the sinful natw desies what is
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful
nature. They a in conflict with each otheso that you do not do
what you want.

Gal 5:22-25But the fuit of the Spirit is love, jgypeace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selbicAgiinst
such things theris no law Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful natw with its passions and desiSince we live
by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Eph 4:30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you
were sealed for the day oédemption.

1 Th 5:19Do not put out the Spirgfire.

1 John 2:27As for you, the anointing yoeceived fom him emains

in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing
teaches you about all things and as that anointingeisl,rnot
counterfeit — just as it has taught yoenrain in him

. Believers must know this: God gives the humble believer grace

and more grace, but He opposes the proud. Grace means the favour
and blessings of God, any favour and blessing which God gives.
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When the believer faces temptation or does wrong, God meets the
believeis need, no matter what it is: strength, wisdom, popwer
perseverance, patience, dorenessThe believer does not deserve
God’s grace and blessing, but God loves hiimerefore, God gives

him whatever he needs. In fact, God gives more grace, that is, grace
upon grace, grace and more grace.

But note a critical fact: not every believer and not every person receives
God’s grace. God meeting our need is not an automatic thing. Not
everyones needs are met. In fact, the very opposite is true. If a person
is proud — if he is stftnecked, haughty and rebellious against God

— God opposes the person. God wants to pour His grace out upon the
person, but if the person hardens himself and rebels against God and
continues to live on in his sin, God has no choice. God is shut out of
the persors life; therefore, grace is rejected. God can do nothing for
the person. But note something else as well. God has to opposes the
person. He has to consider the person...

* arebel e acurser e an antagonist

e atraitor e anenemy e asinner

God has to stand against the sinner and his evil. God has to oppose and
set himself against and eventually put him to the most terrible shame.

But this is the glorious gospel: God gives grace and more grace to the
humble.The person who turns to God away from the world and his
wrongdoing will receive all the grace from God he will ever need.
God will look after and care for him just like a child — loving,
nourishing, nurturing, feeding, clothing, sheltering, protecting and
giving more and more life to him forever and ever

Luke 14:11 “For everyone who exalts himself will be bumbled, and
he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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Heb 4:16Let us then appach the thone of grace with confidence, so
that we mayeceive may and find grace to help us in our time of need.

James 4:6But he gives us mergrace. That is why Scriptisays:
“God opposes the pud but gives grace to the humble.”

1 Pet 5:5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those @ho ar
older All of you, clothe yourselves with humility towame another
because, “God opposes theopd but gives grace to the humble.”

Psa 138:6Though the Lat is on high, he looks upon the lowyut
the poud he knows ém afar

Prov 3:34He mocks mud mockers but gives grace to the humble.

Isa 66:2“Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came
into being?” declaes thelorp. “This is the one | esteem: he who is
humble and contrite in spirit, andeimbles at my wdr” 1l
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