JESUS IS SUPREME OVER GOD’S HOUSE
JoHn 02:12-22

I ntroduction

Jesus Christ has supremacy over Géabuse, that is, over the temple or church. He alone
has the right to rule and reign over GoHbuse.

l.  Jesus left Cana (W2-13).

Il. His discovery of evil in the temple.(¥4).
lll. His right to cleanse the temple (\W6-17).
IV. His power to erect a new temple (\08-21).

V. His objective achieved: the disciples remembered this event and believed the Scripture
and théNord of the Lord (v22).

l. John 02:12-13 Jesus Christ Begins His Mission

Jesus left Cana. He went down to Capernaum and stayed there for just a brief time. He
thenleft for Jerusalem to attend the Passover Feast

Capernaum was His headquarters. Capernaum lay in the northernmost point of Palestine.
It was deliberately chosen by Christ as “His own town” (Mt. 9:1; Isa79:God had

prepared Galilee down through history for the coming of HissSmmistry Several facts

show this (see Gal. 4:4).

1. Throughout history Galilee had been invaded and repopulated again and again with
different people and cultures from all over the world. Over the years such an influx of
differing people had created an atmosphere susceptible to new personalities and ideas.

2. Galilee was strategically locateéthe worlds leading roads passed right through its
borders. Merchants from all over the world passed through, boarding in its cities.

3. Galilee was heavily populated. It was also surrounded by the Samaritans, Phoenicians,
and Syrians making it an open door for world evangelizaliovas one of the most
fertile lands in that part of the world@his fact, plus the travelling trade, led people to
settle within its borderd.here were within the district over two hundred cities with a
population of fifteen thousand or mofighere were multitudes for Jesus to reach.

4. Galilee was open to new and fresh ideas. Its people, having come from all over the
world, were liberal minded, always looking for new and fresh ideas to stimulate and
challenge their thinking.

It was for these reasons that Christ chose Galilee to begin His milstrarea was
an open door for people to spread the news that the Messiah had come and the
Kingdom of Heaven was being ushered in.
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Thought 1.A persons place of ministry should be deliberately chosen. He should
consider strategic locations for ministry

Mat 28:19-20“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everthing | have commanded yoAnd suely | am with you always, to the yeend

of the age.”

Mark 16:15He said to them, “Go into all the world andgarch the good news to all
creation.”

Acts 1:8But you will eceive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.

John 02:14 Place oorship Abused

Jesus’ discovery of evil in the temple. Note two facts.

1.
2.

He entered the temple (S&ample, Jn. 2:14).

He found the temple being desecrated. It was the Court of the Gentiles where so much
commercialism took plac&here was a regular commercial market within its walls.
How did a commercial market ever get into the temple of Gedyp simply greed.
Worshippers needed animals (oxen, sheep, doves), incense, meal, wine, oil, salt, and
other items for their sacrifices andearings. Pilgrims from foreign nations needed
money exchangeét some point in the history of the temple, the priests had decided
to take advantage of the market themselves instead of letting retailers on the outside
reap all the profitsTherefore, the priests began to set up booths within the Court of
the Gentiles and to lease spaceltside etailers.These often turned out to be family
membersThe owner of the booths or space was apparently the High Priest whose
name wag\nnas.The outer courtyard of the temple, the very worship centre for the
Gentiles, was filled with booth like spaces where worshippers could find any kind of
service they neede@he atmosphere was one of commerciafit@and commotion,

not of worship and prayer

Remembering the teeming thousands who attended the great feasts, we can imagine
the loudest commercial commotion, and our picture would still come short of the

actual scenalVho can picture thousands of animals with their peculiar noises, wastes,
and smells within the temple of Godfd for what2Vhat would cause men to so

abuse the worship centre of Ga&®¥said above, moneythe greed of men. It is no
wonder Jesus did what He did. He could not do otherwise, for He was the Son of God,
the Messiah sent into the world to bring about a true worship of God; and there was no
hope of worship within the Court of the Gentiles. Prayer and worship were impossible.
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Luke 19:46"It is written,” he said to them, “My house will be a house of prayer
but you have made it ‘a den afabers.”

Eccl 5:1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they dogwr

Psa 89:7In the council of the holy ones God iggtly feaed; he is ma awesome
than all who suround him.

JoHN 02:14 THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE

A person must understand the layout of the temple in order to see what was happening
in this eventThe temple sat on the top of mount Zion, and it is thought to have
covered about thirty acres of lafithe temple consisted of two parts, the temple

building itself and the temple precincts or courtyafd®e Greek language has two
different words to distinguish which is meant.

1. The temple buildinghaos) was a small ornate structure which sat in the centre of
the temple propertyt was called the Holy Place or Holy of Holies. Only the High
Priest could enter its walls, and he could enter only once during thegdhe
Day ofAtonement.

2. The temple mcincts(hieron) were four courtyards that surrounded the temple
building, each decreasing in their importance to the Jewish mind. It is important to
know that great walls separated the courts from each other

a. First, there was th€ourt of the PriestOnly the priests were allowed to enter
this court.Within this courtyard stood the great furnishings of worshipAttee
of Burnt Ofering, the Bronz&Vash Basin, the Seven Branched Lampstand, the
Altar of Incense, and thEable of Showbread.

A}

b. Second, there was ti@ourt of the IsraelitesThis was a huge courtyard where
Jewish worshippers met together for joint services on the great feast days. Itjwas
also where worshippers handed over their sacrifices to the priests.

c. Third, there was th€ourt of the VdmenWomen were usually limited to this area
except for joint worship with mefhey could, howeveenter the Court of the
Israelites when they came to make a sacrifice or worship in a joint assembly pn a
great feast day

d. Last, there was th€ourt of the Gentiledt covered a vast space, surrounding all the
other courtyards, and was the place of worship for all Gentile converts to Judaism.

Two facts need to be noted about the Court of the Gentiles.
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1.

It was the courtyard farthest removed from the centre of worship, the Most Holy
Place, which represented Gsdery presence.

A high wall separated the Court of the Gentiles from the other courts, disallowing
any Gentile a closer approach into Gopifesence. In fact, there were tablets
hanging all around the wall threatening death to any Gentile who went beyon
their own courtyard or centre of worship.

John 02:15-17 Cleansing theéimple

Jesustight to cleanse the templBhree points show His right.

1. The whip of cordsThis was a symbol of His righteous ang#rHis right to be

obeyed, of His right to enforce obedience within the tenfile.whip was a symbol
of the power and cleansing judgment of Getthe kind of power and cleansing
judgment that causes men to tremble before God (Phill1):9

He ran through the temple doing three things: (a) He chasedl @tto were buying
and selling; (b) He threw over the tables of the moneychangers; and (c) He threw over
the chairs of the dove dealers.

Thought 1.The temple (church) can be abused.by

» forgetting what worship is all about

* misusing the facilities and buildings of Gedliouse

» ignoring Gods holiness and fgetting ones duty to reverence God
» allowing questionable, neworshipful activities

Jesus’ unique relationship to God. He called God “My Father” and called the temple
“My Father's house.”

“My Father” Jesus was continually calling God “My Father”, because He is the one
and only Son of God. He is God Himself. But He is not the same person as God. He
has the sameature of God, to be one with God in nature, in being, in in substance, in
power in essence and in glory

“My Fathers house.” Jesus was saying the temple wassGtha#refore, it was to be a
house of worshifor all people.This included the Gentiles as well as the J&Ws.
people should be able to worship in quietness and peace withia t8ogile. No one
should be barred, separated, or discouraged from worshipping God in His #@&linple.
should be welcomed.

Note another faciThe temple (church) was called a house of worship, not a house of
sacrifice, oferings, teaching, prophecy or preaching. Everything done within the
House of God is to lead to tershipof the Father andommuniorwith the Father
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Thought 1.The temple is not to be used as a commercial centre. It is not to be a place
for buying and selling, marketing and retailing, stealing and cheating. It is not to be
profaned.The temple is the House of God, Go#iouse of worship. It is to be a place

of sanctity refined and purified by God Himself. It is to be a place of quietness and
meditation, a place set aside for worship, not for buying and selling where man gets gain.

Luke 24:52-53Then they worshiped him aneturned to Jarsalem with ggat joy
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising Gee Jn. 4:24)

Psa 26:8l love the house wheryou live, QLorp, the place wheryour gloy dwells.
(see Psa. 23:6)

Psa 27:40ne thing | ask of theorp, this is what | seek: that | may dwell in the house
of theLorp all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty ofdire and to seek him
in his temple.

Psa 65:4Blessed a those you choose and bring near to live in your tsbié are
filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple.

Psa 84:2My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts oflibeo; my heart and my
flesh cry out for the living God.

Psa 84:10Better is one day in your casrthan a thousand elsewket would rather
be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

Psa 122:1l rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house obthe’

Eccl 5:1 Guad your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they doguvr

Thought 2. A man either believes Jesus is the Son of God and ovéemhgle of God
or else he believes neither (Jn. 20:31).

3. Jesus’ consuming zeal. His zeal fulfilled Scripture and demonstrated that He was the
Messiah.The Messiah was bound to be zealous for &bduse and to react in anger
at such corruption within the temple. Scripture had predicted thed ped! (Psa.
69:9); therefore, Jesus had the right to skeal and angeagainst such desecration
of the temple. He was the Messiah, and His act stirred the memory of the disciples.

Lev 19:30“Each of you mustespect his mother and fathand you must obsex my
Sabbaths. | am thieorp your God.”

Hab 2:20But theLorbis in his holy temple; let all the earbe silent bef@ him.”

Psa 89:7In the council of the holy ones God ieatly feaed; he is max awesome
than all who suround him.
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IV. John 02:18-21 New Meeting Place for God

Jesus’ power to erect a new temple. Note four things.

1. His authority was questioned by the religionis8¥#hat right did He have to do what He
was doing? He claimed that the temple wasHdithers. They knew that He was
claiming to be the Messiah; therefore, they wanted proof that His claim wagHhaye.
wanted some spectacular sign.

2. His sign was to be given in the future. He was going to buieameeting placier
God. Note His exact words: “pu] destroy this temple, and | will raise it in three days.”

3. His puzzling statement was misunderstdidtey could not understand how He could
possibly build a temple in three daybe present temple had taken forty six years to build.

4. His puzzling statement hadsgmbolic meaninglesus was speaking of His body
His death and resurrection.

a. The proof that He was the Son of God with authority over &lduse was to be
given.The sign was to be His bgdstis death and resurrectiorhe resurrection was
to be the supreme proof of His Messiahsfitpey were to destroy (kill) Him, but He
would be raised from the dead after three days (1LIR2AU36).

Acts 4:33With great power the apostles continued to testify to ¢élserection of the
Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.

Acts 10:39-41'We are witnesses of ewghing he did in the countrof the Jews and

in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him oneefrbut God raised himadm the

dead on the thd day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people,
but by withesses whom God haceallly choser- by us who ate and drank with him
after he pse fom the dead.”

Rom 1:4And who though the Spirit of holiness was de@drwith power to be the
Son of God by hisesurection flom the dead: Jesus Christ our dor

b. His death and resurrection was to provide a new temple, a new meeting place for God
and man. It was to kha Him that men would thereafter meet Gatie temple of His
body was to become the temple of men, the temple whereby men would worship and
be reconciled to God.

Jesus Christ is the Mediator between God and iifan.is seen in the picture Jesus
painted by the words, ‘U shall sedeaven operand the angels of Gakcending

and descending on the Son of Man” (Jn. 01:5hijs is a picture of Jacabladder

(Gen. 28:122). It is a picture of open access into the very presence of God: the door
of heaven is open and the angelseam@ending m eath to heaven. Jesus was saying...
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* Heis Jacols ladder; the ladder is a symbol of Him. He is the One who opens heaven.

* He is the One who reachigzem eath to heaven, the One by whom man has his
communication carried up into heaven.

Thought 1.Three critical facts should be noted.

1) A mancanapproach God and enter heaven through Christ (Jn. Thé)gulf, the
loneliness, and the alienation which man knows have been bridged.

2) A man has access to Godlythrough Christ (Jn. 14:6).

3) A man can haveonstanttommunication with Godl'he picture is that of angels
carrying messages from earth to heaven and back to earth again.

John 14:6Jesus answed, “I am the way and theuth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except tbugh me.”

1 Tim 2:5 For ther is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.

JoHN 02:09-20 HARGESAGAINST JESuUs

This is the statement used to d®desus with being an insurrectionist at His trial
(Mt. 26:61; Mk. 14:58). It was also used to taunt Jesus as He hung upon the cross
(Mt. 27:40).The Jews, showing their spiritual blindness and attachment to a
materialistic world, understood Jesus to be saying that He would perform an
architectural wondes

V. John 02:22 Belief in Prophecy

Jesusbbjective was achieveiihe disciples believed the Scriptures which had predicted
the coming and resurrection of the Messiah (M123).

Psa 16:1Because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy
One see decagseeActs 2:31; 13:35)

Isa 53:12Theefore | will give him a paron among the grat, and he will divide the
spoils with the sting, because he pad out his life unto death, and was nuneller
with the transgessors. For he berthe sin of manynd made inteession for the
transgessors.m
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