STRIPOFF SOMETHINGS
AND CRAVE THEWORD OF GOD
1 BETEr 02:01-03

Introduction

This is a forceful passage of Scripture. It uses some descriptive, active Wuods.
imperative “rid yourself” mean® strip off,and the imperative “crave” meansdesie.
Believers are to strip bfome things and crave thi¢ord of God.

I.  There are things that have to be strippddvofl).
Il. There is one thing that has to be craved: the milk ofs®dord (w. 2-3).

l. 1 Peter 02: 01 Maturity and Spiritual Growth

The believer is to strip b6ome thingsThe Greek word for “rid yourself'apothemengi
means to put d6bne’s clothing; to cleanse oneself of those things that defile. Both meanings
are applicable in this verse (A.RobertsonWbord Pictures In The Newektament\Vol. 6,

p. 94).There are some things that defile the belieMeris to take these things and strip
them of just as he would strip bhis clothes; he is to cleanse himself from all that defiles
him. Five things in particular are mentioned, and note: all five have to do with what has
just been said in the former passalfe.are to love one another deegtgm the heart.

The very things that we are to strig afe the things that dirty and soil our loVéey

have to do with how we treat one anotheith our behaviour toward our Christian
brothers and sisters.

1. Believers must strip 6fmalice” (kakiarn). The word means two things.

a. In a general sense it means wickedness, all kinds and forms df isva.word that
strikes at all the vices of men.

Rom 1:29-32They have become filled with eydind of wickedness, evil,egd and
depravity They ae full of envymuder; strife, deceiand malice. They argossips,
slandeers, God-haters, insolent,ragantand boastful; they invent ways of doing evil;
they disobey their pants;they ae senseless, faithless, hiéess, uthlessAlthough
they know God'righteous de@e that those who do such things deseteath, they
not only continue to do these yehings but also appwe of those who practice them.

b. In a narrow sense it means malice, dsegated feelings against a person; hatred that
lasts on and on; intense and ldagting bitterness against a person. It means ill will,
actually wishing that something bad would happen to a person. It means to be vicious,
spiteful and to hold a grudge. It means that a person has turned his heart over to evil:

=> He no longer has any good feelings toward the other persamme whatsoever
=> He could care less if something bad happened to the person.
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The chage is strong: believers are to strip mfalice— all of their evil and wickedness
and all of their ill feelings against others. Believers are to be pure and clean, and they
are to live pure and clean lives before their brothers and sisters in the Lord.

1 Cor 5:8Theefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice
and wickedness, but withdad without yeast, the dmd of sincerity and tith.

1 Cor 14:20Brothers, stop thinking like childn. In egad to evil be infants, but in
your thinking be adults.

Eph 4:31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and angbrawling and slandelalong with
every form of malice.

Col 3:8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these:, aager
malice, slander and filthy languagem your lips.

Titus 3:3At one time we too weifoolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all
kinds of passions and pleassr V& lived in malice and enylgeing hated and hating
one another

1 Pet 2:1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all decéiypocrisy envy and
slander of every kind.

2. Believers must strip bfdeceit” (dolon). The word to deceive and mislead people; to
set bait so as to catch them; to bait or deceive in order to achiegeoameénd. It
means to be twéaced. Note that deceit or deception has to do primarily with words.
When a person wants something, he tries to get it...

* by flattery * by false promises
* by false tales * by suggestive talk
* by off-coloured suggestions ¢ by enticing words
* by outright lying

When a person wants something, he looks at the other pergeakness or
ignorance, and he tries to appeal to it. He appeals to it by deceiving and beguiling
the personThe exhortation is strong: believers must strifpdefceit.We must not
deceive and mislead people.

3. Believers must strip 6fhypocrisy” (hupokrisei$. The word means one who pretends,
puts on a showacts out something he is nAt.first the word simply meant one who
replied or answered another persbinen it came to mean acting, as actors-aletgd
the lines of a scene. Finagllhe word was used in the worst sense:-pletyng,
pretending; one who wore a mask to hide his real self; one who acted qrimutvay
who was really another way; one who put on an outward.show
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All kinds of hypocrisies are meawt.person is a hypocrite...

* when he acts as though he loves and believes God, but he does not live like God
tells him to live.

* when he pretends to be following God, but he is living like he wants to live.

» when he shows a concern for the things of God, but his real concern is for the
things of the world.

* when he professes to believe GaVord, but he questions it and adds and takes
away from it.

* when he acts as though he cares for people, but he is really full of selfishness, self
seeking, possessiveness, hoarding, envy and pride.

* when he courts friends, but he is after something.

* when he acts friendlyut he could care less.

* when he promises, but he never intends to keep his promise.

Thought 1.Jesus warns hypocrites, severely warns them. Believers must, therefore,

strip off any semblance of hypocrigylypocrisy is one of the sins that God hates above
all others.

=> Hypocrites shall receive the greater damnation (Mt. 23:14).
=> Hypocrites are children of hell (Mt. 23:15).

=> Hypocrites are fools and blind (Mt. 23:17, 19).

=> Hypocrites are blind guides (Mt. 23:24).

=> Hypocrites are full of extortion and excess (Mt. 23:25).

=> Hypocrites are full of all uncleanness (Mt. 23:27).

=> Hypocrites are serpents, a generation of vipers (Mt. 23:33).
=> Hypocrites shall not escape the damnation of hell (Mt. 23:33).

Mat 23:28"In the same wayon the outside you appear to people as righteous but on
the inside you & full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”

Luke 12:1Meanwhile, when a owd of many thousands had gatgiiso that they
were trampling on one anothelesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying:
“Be on your guad against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypatrisy

1 Tim 4:1-2The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings coonghthr
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have beeneseas with a hot on.

Titus 1:16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. Tkey ar
detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.
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1 Pet 2:1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all decéiypocrisy envy and
slander of every kind.

Prov 23:7For he is the kind of man who is always thinking about the cost. “Eat and
drink,” he says to you, but his heart is not with you.

Prov 26:25Though his speech is charming, do not believe him, for seven abominations
fill his heart.

Believers must strip 6fenvy” (phthonou¥ a person without God lives in envy
(phthono). The word means that a person covets what someone else has, covets it so
much that he wants it even if it has to be taken away from the other person. He may
even wish that the other person did not have it or had not receiVdelmay look at
people and envy their

* money » clothes * position * social status
* looks e popularity e« possessions ¢ authority

The word envy means all kinds of envies and jealousies; it means that we are not to
look at a person and envy to be like him nor to have what he pos3éssessults of
envy are terrible; envy takes a terrible toll upon the life and body of a person.

A person who enviedoes not have peace or happindds.is dissatisfied with what
he is and has and is always wanting more and more of what others have.

In addition to this, envy often drives a person tricne and lawlessness order to
get what he craves.

On top of this, envy often leadspbysical poblemssuch as migraine headaches, high
blood pressure, ulcers and other ilinesses.

Envy also causemmotional poblemsranging from mild neurosis or depression to
psychotic behaviour

But thanks be to God our Saviotite saves and delivers us from enMyrough Christ

He gives us real life, and He satisfies our hearts and lives with eternal pleasures (Psa.
16:11). Therefore, we must strip fadll envy We must love one another and rejoice in

the persons and possessions of otiW#esmust love them, support and build them up,

not envy and wish to see them torn down.

Prov 14:30A heat at peace gives life to the bodut envy ots the bones.

Prov 23:17Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be zealous for the fear of
the Lorb.

Rom 13:13Let us behave decenths in the daytime, not ingies and dunkenness,
not in sexual immorality and debaucikenot in dissension and jealousy
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Prov 24:1Do not envy wicked men, do not deghieir company
1 Cor 13:4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not gitwjoes not boast, it is notqard.
Gal 5:26Let us not become conceitedppoking and envying each other

5. Believers must strip 6&ll “slander” katalalia3. This means to criticize, judge,
backbite, gossip, cens@ondemn and grumble against anoffeson. It means to talk
about and to tear down another person; to spread tales about another person that cut
and hurt him and that lower his image and reputation in the eyes of dihersord
usually means to talk about a person behind his back when he is not present.

Note that the brother has sinned. He has broken the law of God. He has failed and his
failure is known. It is public knowledge, and he is being judged and criticized for his
failure. He is being talked aboMt/hat he has done is being buzzed and gossiped

about, and it is hurting and cutting him and damaging him more and more in the eyes
of the world. Now if we are forbidden to slander a person who is really guilty of sin,
how much more are we forbidden to speak against a person just because we dislike or
disagree with him?

Note what the Scripture says: thisiander Talking about a person &vil. It is just as
much an evil as the failure of the other perddrerefore, the person who judges is as
guilty as the sinner

The exhortation is strong: Christian believers are not to judge and slander one another
The reason is clear: we are brothers, brothers of Christ and of one ahlbthfans
are of the family of God.

Therefore...
* we are to be loving, caring and looking after each otiwrdestroying each other

* we are to be supporting, encouraging and building up one anathéearing
down one another

» when one of us falls and gets into trouble, we are to be reaching out and helping
him up, not pushing him farther down.

When we criticize a brother or sister in Christ, we are slandering one «f God’
children. Just think: we are actually slandering a son or daughter oT@edlone
should keep us from slandering of our brothers in Christ.

Think about something else as well: there is never a spirit of slander in the humble
and loving persoriThere is only a loving compassion for others, especially for those
who have come short and fall@rherefore, when we slander another person it means
that we are neither humble nor loving, but the very opposite: prideful and héteful.
are slanderers.
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Thought 1.There are several reasons why people tend to judge and criticize.

1) Criticism boosts our own self-image. Pointing out someonesdisieire and
tearing him down makes us seem a little bit bedtideast in our own eyes. It adds to
our own pride, ego and seathage.

2) Criticism is simply enjoyedlhere is a tendency in human nature to take pleasure in

hearing and sharing bad news and shortcomings about others.

3) Criticism makes us feel that our own lives (morality and behaviour) are better than

the person who failed.

4) Criticism helps us justify the bad decisions we have made and the bad things we

have done throughout our livésfe rationalize our decisions and acts by pointing
out the failure of others.

5) Ciriticism points out to our friends how strong we are. Criticism gives good feelings

because ouigid beliefsandstrong livesare proven again. Proven how? By our
brothers failure.

6) Criticism is an outlet for hurt and revenyée feelhe deseres it.Subconsciously
if not consciouslywe think, “He hurt me so he deserves to hurt tdberefore, we
criticize the person who failed.

2 Cor 12:20For | am afraid that when | come | may not find you as | want you to be,

and you may not find me as you want me to be. | fear tha thay be quaelling,
jealousy outbursts of angefactions, slandegossip, arogance and disaler.

Eph 4:31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and angerawling and slandealong with
every form of malice.

James 4:1 Brothers, do not slander one anoth®nyone who speaks against his
brother or judges him speaks against the law and judg@ghen you judge the law
you ae not keeping it, but sitting jmdgment on it.

1 Pet 2:1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all decéiypocrisy envy and
slander of every kind.

Psa 101:5Whoever slanders his neighbour in sstcthim will | put to silence;
whoever has haughty eyes and ayat heat, him will | not endue.

Il. 1 Peter 0202-03 Crave for GodWord

The believer is to crave one thirgthe milk of Gods Word. Note three points.

1. The chage is an imperative, a commandolydesire, crave and yearn for the pure
spiritual milk [of theWord.]And the craving and yearning are to be constant.”
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a. The word “crave” épipothesafemeans to desire, yearn and long for\Werd of God.
It is a strong word, very strong. It paints the picture of being an absolute essential, of
hungering and thirsting after tNeord. If a believer is to growit is absolutely
essential that he hunger and thirst after the milk obed.

Thought 1.Too many believers crave tiéord here and thersporadically Growth
can come only as we live in tkidord day by day

b. The word “pure” &dolog means unadulterated, unmixed with anything else. Men may
seek the milk of other things; they may seek to be fed and satisfied by such things as...

» religion * health » philosophy * science
e education * power * possessions * pleasure
» fame * psychology « comfort » counselling

But none of these are pufihere are specks and dust and particles within every
pursuit on earth- particles that make everything on earth weak and infirm and to
some degree harmful. In addition and most tragic of all, every pursuit of man is
doomed to pass away when man passes.&8udyhere is one thing that is
unadulterated; one thing that is completely and perfectly pure with no mixture
whatsoeverand that is th#Vord of God.TheWord of God lives and abides forever;
therefore, we must crave and yearn forwad of God. It is our only hope of
enduring forever

d. The word “milk” usually refers to the food needed by immature belieVag.is, it is
usually used to make a distinction between the milk and the meat or mature teachings
of theWord. But this is not the case with the present passagjstinction is not being
made between believel] believers are seen as needing to grow and to learn more
about the LordAll believers are to crave the pure spiritual milk (food) of\tferd.

2. The purpose for craving and yearning afterwoed is that we may graowhe most
ancient Greek manuscripts have the words “in your salvatiditiat we may grow
up insalvation” The idea is that we may grow up to full salvation, until we reach
full maturity.

The Greek word that is translated “spiritudfdikos) is translated by some
commentators abe wod. That is, the verse is made to read “desire the milk of the
word” or “desire the reasonable and intelligent milkiiis seems to be the correct
translation: “crave the pure milk of thgord.” This has clearly been the emphasis of
Peter throughouhis whole passage. His subject and thrust has be#&¥ottteof God
(cp. 1 Pet. 1:225).William Barclay states it as well as it can be stated:

“Logos is the Geek for wod, and logikos means belonging to the avdrhis is
the sense in which thuthorized ¥rsion takes the wdr and we think that it is
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entirely corect. Peter has just been talking about thedvairGod which lives and
abides for ever (1 Peter 1:23-25). It is the @of God which is in his mind; and we
think that what Peter means kas that the Christian must desivith his whole

heart the nourishment which comesrfr the wad of God, for by that nourishment
he can thrive and gw up until he eaches salvation itself. In face of all the evil of
the heathen world the Christian mustestgthen his soul and his life with the @ur
food of the wat of God” (The Letters of James and Petéhe Daily Sudy Bible.”
PhiladelphiaPA: TheWestminster Press, 1958, 227).

The result of craving thé/ord of God is a most wonderful promise: we taste that the
Lord is good. God feeds us, nourishes and nurtures us. He reveals and feeds our souls,
teaching us all about His grace, His wonderful salvation and promises to us.

He teaches us how to live pure and clean lives; how to conquer the temptations of life;
how to walk through the trials of life.

He teaches us all about the great salvation and promises He has made.

He teaches us all about Himself and the Lord Jesus Christ and the glorious hope we
have of living with the Lord forever and ever

He teaches us how to worship, praise and honour Him as we walk in this corruptible world.
God just takes Hi®Vord and feeds us, nourishes and nurtures us in His marvellous

goodnessAs we crave and yearn for HW§ord, He grows us more and more into
His image.

Acts 20:32 “Now | commit you to God and to the wdoof his grace, which can build
you up and give you an inheritance among all those wlcanctified.”

Col 3:16Let the wod of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with
gratitude in your hearts to God.

2 Tim 2:15Do your best to @sent yourself to God as one apyed,a workman who
does not need to be ashamed and whiectly handleshe wod of truth.

2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is God-beathed and is useful for teachingpuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.

Job 23:12I have not depded from the commands of his lips; | haveasued the
words of his mouth merthan my daily l&ad.

Psa 19:8The pecepts of th&orp are right, giving joy to the hearThe commands of
theLorp are radiant, giving light to the eyes.

Psa 119:11 | have hidden your wdrin my heatrthat I might not sin against you.
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Psa 119:103How sweet & your wods to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Psa 119:105Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Psa 119:130The unfolding of your wals gives light; it givesinderstanding to
the simple.

Jer 15:16When your wats came, | ate them; they \eany joy and my hets
delight, for | bear your name, Oorp GodAlmighty

1 Pet 1:23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring wabiof God.

2 Pet 1:19And we have the wabiof the pophets made mercetain, and you will do
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dpt&ce, until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts.

2 Pet 3:18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our d@ndSaviour Jesus Christ.
To him be gloy both now and faver!Amen. i
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COMETO CHRIST THE LIVING STONE
1 Reter 02:04-08

Introduction

This is a picture of the great house that God is buildimeghurch of the Lord Jesus
Christ.There are three pictures painted.

I.  Picture 1: Christ is the Livingt@nhe; He was rejected by men, but chosen by Gat).(v
Il. Picture 2: believers are living stones.(%6).
lll. Picture 3: unbelievers are disobedient builders 7a8).

I. 1 Peter 0204 Jesus Christ, The Chief Cornerstone

There is the first picture Jesus Christ is the Living&@e. How can a stone be living? It
cannot.This is simply a picture of how God looks at Christ and His followers: they are
like a building that is being built by God Himsélhe foundation of God’building is

His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. If a person wants to be a part of @oldling, he has to
place his life upon the foundatiomoBe, Christ Himself. But note what this verse says:
the living stone was rejected by m&vihen men looked at thedhe (Christ)...

e it was not wanted.

e itdid not fit in with their plans.

* it was useless and unsuitable for what they were building.
* it was not worth the price.

Men rejected Christ because they wanted to build their lives like they wahead.

wanted to do their own thingherefore, they cast thedde of God aside. But note: the

stone has been chosen of God. It is the very stone that God has chosen to be the foundation
stone for life. It is the only stone that can support and bear the weight shlifeote:

the stone chosen by God is a living stoaat does this mean? God is eternal; hence,

the building of God will last forever and ev&herefore, the cornerstone laid by God is

bound to be eternal; it shall never deteriorate or waste.awaycornerstone is living

and shall exist forever and ever

The symbolism of the living cornerstone says three significant things.

1. The living cornerstone is the first stone |a&d.other stones are placed after it. It is the
preeminenstone in time. So it is with Christ; Hetie firstof Gods new movement.

=> Christ is the author of salvatiofll others are the readers of the story

Heb 2:10In bringing many sons to glgrit was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom evgthing exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect
through suffering.
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Heb 12:2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set beferhim endued the coss, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the thwne of God.

Christ is the source of eternal salvation, of our féithothers are the recipients of
His promises.

Heb 5:9And, once made perfect, he became theceonireternal salvation for all
who obey him.

Christ is theAlpha and the Omegagginning and the endll others come after Him
and are under Him.

Rev 1:8‘l am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the ddgod, “who is, and who was,
and who is to come, tlmighty” (cp. 21:6; 22:13).

Christ is the forerunngone who went before us into the very presence of &bd.
others enter God'presence after Him.

Heb 6:19-20We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and setignters
the inner sanctuar behind the cdain, whee Jesus, who went beéous, has ented
on our behalf. He has become a high priestver in the oder of Melchizedek.

The cornerstone is the supportive st@kleother stones are placed upon it and held up
by it. They all rest upon it. It is the preeminent stone in position and p&wet is
with Christ; He is the support and powstre Foundation of Gos’new movement.

Christ isthe Head cornerstonéhe only true foundation upon which man can build.
All crumble who are not laid upon Him.

1 Cor 3:11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the oneaaly laid, which
is Jesus Christ.

Christ isthe chief cornerstonepon which all others are joined togetidrwho wish
to be joined together have to be laid upon Him.

Eph 2:20-22Built on the foundation of the apostles andgirets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in theed. And in him you too & being built together
to become a dwellinip which God lives by his Spirit.

Christ isthe living $oneupon which all others have to be built if they wish to live and
be a part of God’spiritual house&ill others have to be built upon Him if they wish to
live and have their spiritual sacrifice accepted by God.

1 Pet 2:4-5As you come to him, the livingpBe— rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious to him- you also, like living stones,@being built into a spiritual houde be
a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Gaultyin Jesus Christ.
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3. The living Sone is the stone to which men must come if they are to become a part of
God’s building. It is to Christ that we must come. No one can be a part of God’
building unless he places himself upon the foundation stone laid by God. God accepts
no one who refuses tmecome a part of His buildingnd God is just like all builders;

He has a foundation upon which all workers must lay the stones of their lives.

Mat 7:24-27“Therefore eveyone who hears these wigrof mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on tle&.rThe rain came down, the
streams ose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
becauset had its foundation on theck. But evgrone who hears these wisrof

mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on
sand. The rain came down, theestims ose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell with a gat crash.”

1 Cor 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spait’
within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

2 Tim 2:19Nevetheless, God'solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription:
“The Lord knows those who ahis,” and,“Everyone who confesses the name of the
Lord must turn away &m wickedness.”

II. 1 Peter 020506 Believers are Livingt®nes

There is the second picturebelievers are living stones. Remember: God is eternal which
means that His building is etern&he Foundationt®ne laid by Hun shall never decay

nor waste awayChrist lives forever and ev@rherefore, when we place our lives upon

the living stone of Godhe living stone supports and holds us up eternalybecome

living stones, stones that shall exist forever and. &N@te three significant facts.

1. Believers are being built into a spiritual housebvThis is a picture of the church
that God is building all over the earth. It includes all believers of all generations. It is a
picture of what is called the universal church or universal temple of God. Note that
God’s house is apiritual houseWhat does this mean? It means that Gdubuse is
spiritual as opposed to physicalphysical house is not permanent; it ages, deteriorates
and wastes awaut not Gods spiritual houselhe spiritual world or dimension is
the real world, the world that is permanent and etefiedrefore, the spiritual house
of God does not age, deteriorate or detais means two wonderful things.

a. First, when we turn to God and lay our lives upon the foundation stone of Christ, we
become a part of Gaglspiritual houseélMe shall never die or waste awayt we shall
live permanentlyforever and ever in Gaglspiritual and eternal house.

b. Second, there are many stones who are going to live forever with us. It takes many
stones to build a great building, and the same is true osGpditual housélMe are
only one of many who are being placed into Gapleat spiritual hous€he point is this:
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there is no room for pride, arrogance, engglousy criticism, backbiting, anger
accusations, discrimination, prejudice or wrath among $3milding; no room for a
stone to become pald up over another stone.

All living stones are needed in Gediouse. In fact, the house cannot be completed
unless there are enough stones to builthiere is a place for all of us, and we are
going to exist together forev@iherefore, we are to place ourselves and take our place
in the house of God\Ve are to place ourselves right where we belong and do our part
in holding up the building/Me are not to seek the place or position or function of any
other stoneWe are not to weaken the building to any degree.

Thought 1.William Barclay tells a story from Sparta and then drives the point home
with a striking application.

“There is a famous stgrfrom Spata. A Spatan king boasted to a visiting moiwcar
about the walls of Spta. The visiting monah looked anund and he could see no
walls. He said to the Sp@in king, ‘Whee are these walls about which you speak and
boast so muchThe Spatan king pointed at his bodygubof magnificent Spéan
troops. ‘Thesefe said, ‘ae the walls of Sp#a, and evey man of them a brick.’

“Now, the point is quite cleaBo long as a brick lies by itself it is useless. It only
becomes of use when it is built into a building. That is why it was made; and it is in
being built into a building that itaalizes its function and theason for its existence.

It is so with the individual Christian.oTrealize his destiny he must netmrain

alone, but must be built into the fabric and edifice of the €iiuiThe Letters of

James and Petqy. 231).

2. Believers are a holy priesthood B). The chief function of the priest is to stand
between God and men, to represent men before God and to present men to God. Man
has just never felt worthy enough to approach God; he has usually felt that God was so
far away that he could never reach Gbiderefore, man has felt the need for priests to
carry his case before God.

The point to note is mamthoughts about God, how far away he thinks Gedse far

away that man needs a priest, some godly person to represent him before God. But
note the Scripture: believers are being built up as an holy priesthood. Every single
believer now stands before God as a priest. He can now approach God on his own.
God is not far dfand removed from maAny person who turns to God and lays his

life upon the foundation of Christ becomes a part of &egliritual houselhat person

Is in the very house of God itself. He can talk and share with God whenever he chooses.
He can worship and praise God and cry out for &bdlp and deliverance any time he
wishes.The believer himself is now a priest before God. (®#est,1 Pet.2:9)
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Thought 1.The priesthood of the believer is one of the great teachings of Scripture.
Just imagineWe stand before God as a priest, as one who has access irdo God’
presence any time of any dayere is no reason whatsoever why we should ever be
overcome by any problem or trouble in this Iifée are in the house of Gad¥e can
approach Him anytime and receive whatever we need to meet the demands of life:
wisdom, provision, resource or strength.

Now note why we are made priests before God: that we mifgntsgfiritual sacrifices

to God. In the past men have brought their sacrifices to priests and had the priests
present their sacrifices to God. But now believers themselves are made priests for this
very purpose: that they mightfef up their own sacrifices to God. Men are now to

bring their own dierings and sacrifices to Gotlhey themselves are now the priests in
the house of God. Howeverote a critical point: their sacrifices are made acceptable
only by Jesus ChrisA person has to have his life lying upon the foundation of Christ.
He must be trusting and believing in the support and power of Christ to make him a
part of God$ houseThe only sacrifices that God accepts are the sacrifices made

within His house. Scripture says that the believer is to make the following sacrifices.

He is to sacrifice his body as a living sacrifice to God. He is not to conform any longer
to this world.

Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Luke 14:27*And anyone who does not a¢grhis coss and follow me cannot be my
disciple.”

Rom 8:13For if you live accading to the sinful nate;, you will die; butf by the Spirit
you put to death the misdeeds of the bgdy will live.

Rom 121-2 Theefore, | ulge you, bothers, in view of Gos’'mecy, to offer your

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gathis is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test andoygpwhat God’

will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Gal 5:24Those who belong to Christ Jesus haveitied the sinful natwr with its
passions and dess.

Phil 2:17 But even if | am being poed out like a drink offering otne sacrifice and
sewvice coming fom your faith, | am glad anigjoice with all of you.

2 Tim 4:6 For | am aleady being powd out like a drink offering, and the time has
come for my depéure.
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=> He is to sacrifice his life to God as he walks day by Hayis to follow God in love,
even as Christ loved us and gave Himself as faming and a sacrifice to God.

Eph 5:1-2Be imitators of God. thefore, as dearly loved childn and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

1 John 3:16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ den his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for ouothers.

=>He is to ofer the sacrifice of praise to God continually

Heb 13:15Through Jesus, thefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of
praise— the fruit of lips that confess his name.

Psa 107:22 et them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs.of joy
Psa 116:171 will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name ot tive.

Jer 33:11 The sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bomagand
the voices of those who bring thank offerings tchihiese of thé.orp, saying, “Give
thanks to thé.orp Almighty for theLorp is good; his love endas foever” For |
will restoe thefortunes of the land as they wdrefoe, says théoro.

Jonah 2:9“But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What | have
vowed | will make good. Salvation comeasrirtheLorp.”

=>He is to ofer the sacrifices of good works and gifts and money

Heb 13:16And do not faget to do good and to sheawith others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.

Luke 12:33"Sell your possessions and give to the p&wovide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a #gasue in heaven that will not be exhausted, ehso thief
comes near and no moth dests.”

Acts 20:35In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind ofdharork we must
help the weak,amembering the wds the Lod Jesus himself said: ‘It is moblessed
to give than toeceive.”

Rom 12:135hae with Gods people who arin need. Practice hospitality

Gal 6:6-10Anyone whoeceives instrction in the wadl must shag all good things with
his instiuctor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mockadan eaps what he sows.
The one who sows to please his sinful rgttiom that natue will reap destuction;

the one who sows to please the Spinttirfithe Spirit will eap eternal life. Let us not
become wegrin doing good, for at the pper time we willeap a havest if we do not
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=>

give up. Thezfore, as we have opptmity, let us do good to all people, especially
to those who belong to the family of believers.

1 Tim 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to begener
and willing to shae.

He is to ofer spiritual sacrifices, that is, love, jqgyeace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and setintrol.

1 Pet 2:5You also, like living stones, @abeing built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godulgh Jesus Christ.

Gal 5:22-23But the fuit of the Spirit is love, jQypeace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-cohtAgainst such things theiis no law

Psa 4:50ffer right sacrifices and trust in tHeorp.

=>He is to sacrifice his life in order to lead people to faith in Christ.

Phil 2:16-17As you hold out the wadrof life— in order that | may boast on the day of
Christ that | did not un or labour for nothing. But even if | am being padiout like

a drink offering on the sacrifice and se&e coming fom your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with all of you.

Mat 4:19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will make ybshers of men.”

John 4:35“Do you not say‘Four months mar and then the haest'?I tell you, open
your eyes and look at the fields! Theg ape for hawvest.”

1 Cor 9:19-23Though | am e and belong to no man, 1 make myself a slave to
everone, to win as many as possible.tiie Jews | became like a Jeavwin the

Jews. © those under the law | became like one under thedaws to win those

under the lawTo those not having the law | became like one not having thestams

to win those not having the laWo the weak | became weak, to win the weak. | have
become all things to all men so that by all possible means | might save some. | do all
this for the sake of the gospel, that | may sharits blessings.

Psa 126:6He who goes out weeping, cging seed to sawvill return with songs of
joy, carrying sheaves with him.

Believers are a fulfilment of prophecy. @. Cp. Psa.18:22; Isa. 28:16)he

prediction that the Messiah would be the chief or chosen cornerstone sf God’
building was made centuries before Christ ever came into the world. Note the four
great things predicted:

That God Himself would lay the cornerstone. God Himself would send the Messiah
into the world and use Him as the foundation of Gadérnal house.
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=> That God would select or elect Him to be the cornersiimere would be plenty of
philosophies, religions and ideas about how to best build a world and life for man. But
God would choose only one foundation stone for the world and life: Jesus Christ.

=> That God would count His foundation stone precidbe stone selected by Him would
be the most precious thing in all the universe: it would be His very own Son. He would
choose His own Son to become the FoundationeSfor mers lives and for the eternal
world God was planning-here is nothing in the world that is any more precious to
God than His own dear Sonherefore, God would count Him precious, the only thing
precious enough to serve as the FoundationeSfor the eternal house of God.

=> That believers would not be put to sharkatéischunth@j that is, confounded,
disappointed and confused. Believing and trusting in Jesus €Haaning upon him
and building upon Him- is the only way to keep from being eternally confused,
shamed and disappointed.

The point is this: believers their salvation in Christ are the fulfilment of this
prophecy God predicted that He would be building a spiritual and eternal house for
believers. He laid the foundation when He sent Christ into the world, and believers
have been laying the stones of their lives upon Christ ever since. How? By believing in
Him, that is, by laying their lives upon Him or by building upon Hiine result has

been phenomenal: those who have built upon Christ have experienced a most
wonderful thingAll the confusion, shame and disappointment in this life and the fear

of judgment in the next life have disappeared. Believers are now flooded with life, a
life that just overflows with love, joyeace, victory and triumph and with confidence

and assurance that all things shall be well in the future.

John 1:12Yet to all who eceived him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become chilem of God.

John 3:15-16That everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.”

Rom 1:16l am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of evgrone who believes: first for the Jetiven for the Gentile.

. 1 Peter 0207-08 Unbelievers, Disobedient Builders

The third picture- unbelievers are pictured as disobedient builders. Christ has done so
much for man, He should be the most precious thing in asiita’But the greatest

tragedy in all of history is that He is not considered to be precious by some people. He is
to believers, but they are a small minority of peoplee vast, vast majority of people are
unbelieversThey just do not believe that Jesus Christ is the foundation stone for their
lives. The four points of the Scripture state it well.
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1. Unbelievers disqualify and reject the stofieey look at the various foundation stones
of life and...

» they do not want thet&ne [Christ].

» they do not think that thet@e will fit in with their plans.

» they do not believe the@e [Christ] will suit what they are building.

» they do not believe tha&e [Christ] is worth the pric&hey just do not think the
Stone [Christ] is worth all they are and have.

The point is forceful: they reject and disqualify the stdiey do not want Christ
enough to give all they are and have in order to get him.

2. Christis made the Head of the corner anywagpite the rejection of men, Christ is made
the cornerstone of the only permanent and lasting building. God selected and elected
Him despite marAnd if man is to become a part of an eternal house that lasts forever
and that brings an abundance of life, he has to lay his life upon the foundation of Christ.

3. Unbelievers stumble over the stone of Christ. He is a rock that makes thefthe.
does this meani®hen people look at Jesus Christ, they stumble over Him; they do not
understand...

* how He could be anything other than a man just like the rest of us.

* how He could be born of a gin, God incarnate in human flesh.

* how He could live a sinless life, live without committing a single sin.

» how His death could be any more than the death of a martyr who died for a great cause.

* how His resurrection is anything but a tall tale made up by His followers to secure
more and more followers.

Simply stated, many people do not understand nor believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God, that He was sent into the world by God to save men; that He was able to live a
sinless life because He was the God-Man who had come to earth for that very purpose;
that He died and arose from the dead as the Perfect and Ideal Man so that His ideal
death and resurrection could cover man.

People just stumble over the facts or else they fall because Christ lays the burden of
total commitment upon maAfter all, if Jesus Christ is truly who He claimed to be,

we owe Him our lives- all that weare and haveMost men are not willing to give up
the right to their lives and properiyhey fall at this demand of Chrigtherefore, they
stumble over Him. But note:

=> to stumble means that we have tripped up and fallen, that we damage ourselves.

=> to fall means that we hurt ourselves.
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4. Note another fact: what we are stumbling oV& are actually stumbling over the
message, the velyord of God itselfWhat is so awful about thigthheWord of God
is the onlyincorruptible, imperishable seed earth that lives and stands forever (cp.
1 Pet. 1:225). If we reject the glorious gospel of GeWord, the glorious gospel
that Jesus Christ is the Foundatigarte of Gods building, then we are rejecting the
only hope of living foreveWe are appointing ourselves to a state of unbelief and
disobedience to Godhat is, we are steeping ourselves in more and more unbelief and
becoming harder and harder to the gospel are living lives that are becoming more
and more disobedient.

Luke 22:67“If you are the Christ, “ they said, “tell us.” Jesumnsweed, “If | tell
you, you will not believe me.”

John 3:11 “| tell you the truth, we speak of what we knamd we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testifnony

John 3:16-18"For God so loved the world that he gave his one anly Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have etdifeaFor God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the woddghrhim. Whoever
believes in him isot condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because he has not believed in the name of Goel'and only Son.”

John 3:36“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoeyects the Son
will not see life, for God'wrath emains on him.”

John 8:24“ told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am the
onel claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”

John 12:37Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in tlesiepce,
they still would not believe in him.

Heb 3:12See to it, wthers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieViagt that turns
away fom the living God.

Heb 4:11 Let us, thezfore, make evgreffot to enter thatest, so that no one will fall
by following their example of disobedience.

Jer 6:15"Ar e they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they have no shame at
all; they do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen; they will
be bought down when | punish them,” says thep. |l
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KNOW WHO YOU ARE: THE PEOPLE OF GOD
1 RFETER 02:09-10

Introduction

Know who you areYou are not a people who stumble over Christ, a people who question
His claims and deity and refuse to believe HYiou are a people who believe Christ, a
people who are building your lives upon the Foundationé&of Gods Son.You have

taken your lives and laid them upon Him; you have entrusted your whole being into the
keeping of ChristTherefore, know who you are: you are the people of God, the people
He is building to live with Him forever and ev¢Bee 1 Pet. 2:8.)

I.  Know what kind of people you are. @).
ll.  Know what your purpose is: to declare His praise9)v
. Know what has happened to you 10).

l. 1 Peter 0209 A Chosen PeopleA Royal Priesthood

Know what kind of people you are.Once you believe in Gosl'Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, you become veryery special to Goou become special because you trust His
Son. God the Father has only one Son...

» only one Son who has Gaderfect nature, who is hglyghteous and pure,
loving, kind and gentle just as God is.

* only one Son who came to earth to save men by dying for them by showing them
how much God loves them.

God loves His Son so much that when a person trusts His &eatly believes and trusts
Him — God will do anything for that persohhe person becomes vewery special to
God. God takes all believers and does four wonderful things for them.

1. Believers become a “chosen peoplgéiiosekiektor). The Greek words actually
mean ahosen or elect rac®eter takes the term from the Qkestament where God
stated the same thing about Israel.

Isa. 43:20-21*My people, my chosen. The people | formedryself.”

The idea is that of a new race of people, a new species thas difitirely from the other
races upon eartfthis is a shocking statement to some people; nevertheless it is exactly
what theWord of God claims. God is actually creating a new race of people upon earth.
How? How can it be that believers from China, Rugsség, Africa, India, Europe,
theAmericas, the Islands, Canada and all the other nations of the world form a new
race of people? By the Spirit of Gakhe Spirit of God is changing people inwardly

not outwardly He is not changing facial and skin featuidsgese mean little; they are
only superficial diferences that change, age, perish, die and decay enagidly.
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God is changing people within their hearts and minds and lives, changing them where it
really matters. God implanting His divine natureithin believersWhen a person believes
in Jesus Christ, Gosl'divine nature is immediately implanted into his heart and life.

=>The person iporn again.

John 3:3In reply Jesus declad, “I tell you the tuth, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again.”

John 3:5-6Jesus answed, “I tell you the tuth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit.”

1 Pet 1:23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring wabiof God.

1 John 5:1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and every-
one who loves the father loves his child as well.

=>The person receivesanewed mind.

Rom 12:2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be aldadst and apmve what God
will is — his good, pleasing angerfect will.

Rom 8:5Those who live accding to the sinful nater have theiminds set on what
that natue desies; but those who live in acaancewith the Spirit have their minds
set on what the Spirit dess.

=>The person becomesaw ceation.

2 Cor 5:17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a neveation; the old has gone,
the new has come!

Gal 6:15Neither cicumcision nor uncoumcision means anything; what counts is a
new ceation.

=>The person becomesaw person, a new self.

Eph 4:24And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness and
holiness.

Col 3:10ANnd have put on the new self, which is beerewed in knowledge in the
image of its Ceator

=>The person receivesn@w spirit.

Ezek 1:191 will give them an undivided heaand put a new spirit in them; | will
remove fom them their heaiof stone and give them a heaf flesh.
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Rom 6:4We wee theefore buried with him though baptism into death inaer that,
just as Christ was raiseddm the dead tlmugh the gloy of the Fatherwe too may
live a new life.

Rom 7:6But now by dying to what once bound us, we have beleased fvm the law
so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

(See Eph. 4:1-19 for the New Race of People God is creating.)

2. Believers become @yal priesthoodTo a person who has never given his life to Jesus
Christ, God seems far away andiofouter space someplace. God just does not seem
that concerned with human lif€here is no personal relationship and little, if,any
fellowship and communion with GoA.day by day relationship that praises and
honours God and brings oseaieeds to God and knows that God will meetneéds
— all this is missing to the person who has never committed his life to Christ. God
seems untouchable and unreachable and out of range of dagrto day ddirs.

Without Jesus Christ a person just has no access and no closenessliusdsdhe
reason men have always felt the need to have priests, a body of people who would
dedicate their lives to God and who would carry the needs of men before God. Men
have felt the need to have a representative before God, some godly priest who could
present his needs to God.

This is the glorious message of the gospel: when we receive Jesus Christ as our
Saviour God creates us into a royal priesthood. God makes a royal priest out of
everyone of us. He gives us open access into His presence forever akideeasaar
actually approach God anytime. In fact, God expects us to live in His presémce
fellowship, commune and walk in His presence all day every day

Note the word foyal,” a royal priesthoodl'his simply means that we are priests of
royalty, priests who belong to the Sovereign Majesty of the universe, the King of kings
and Lord of lordsWe are the priesthood of God Himself, the priests who rule and
reign with Christ and who serve and worship God face to face, day byalaby

hour andnmoment by moment\e are the priests who live and move and have our being in
His presence, who walk and live in open communion with Him.

Thought 1.How many of us actually walk and live in the presence of God like this?
How many know what it is to have anbroken communiowith God? How many
know what it is to be praying always? May God convict our hearts and stir us to
recommit our lives to prayer and communiemo praying always- to seeking an
unbroken communion and fellowship with Him every moment of the twenty four
hours of every day

1 Pet 2:5You also, like living stones, @abeing built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godulh Jesus Christ.
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Rev 1:6And has made us to be a kingdom and priests @ $&s Godand Father— to
him be gloy and power for ever and evékmen.

Rev 20:6Blessed and holy arthose who have piain the firstresurection. The
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and
will reign with him for a thousand years.

Exo 19:6“Y ou w ill be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy natibme'se ag the
words you ae to speak to the Israelites.”

John 15:7“If you remain in me and my was remain in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be given you.”

2 Cor 10:3-5For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.
The weapons we fight witheanot the weapons of terld. On the contrar, they have
divine power to demolish stigholds We demolish aguments and evgipretension

that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ.

Eph 6:18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. Vkh this in mind, be alérand always keep on praying for all the saints.

Phil 4:6-8 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, msent yourequests to GodAnd the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, wijuard your heats and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, whatever is tre, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovelyhatever is admirable- if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy— think about such things.

1 Th 5:17Pray continually

Heb 10:22L et us draw near to God with a sinedreat in full assurancef faith, having
our heats sprinkled to cleanse ufn a guiltyconscience and having our bodies
washed with pue water

James 4:8Come near to God and he will come near to yoastWyour hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

3. Believers become laoly nation.This is a very meaningful title for believers. Just think
about it: God is building aew nationof people. He is drawing people from all over
the world, people from all theations of the world, and creating a new natidihat
Is the nation?t is theholy nationof God. Remember: the word “holyfidgiog means
separated, set apart andeliént.Any person who is willing to separate from the sin
and evil of this world and set his life apart unto God, God will take that person and
make him a citizen of His holy natiofhis is what holy means: to beféifent from
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the world, from its sin, evil and death. It means to be separated from the evil life of the
world and set apart to the holy life of Gddhe person who turns to God becomes a
citizen of Gods holy nation:

=> He serves the Sovereign Head of Gaahtion, even God Himself.
=> He obeys the laws of Gadhation.

=> He is dedicated to follow the customs and lifestyle of Godtion.
=> He speaks up for and defends the nation of God.

Exo 19:6“Y ou will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy natibnese ag the
words you ae to speak to the Israelites.”

Lev 11:451 am theLorp who bought you up out of Egypt to be your God; diere
be holy because | am haly

Isa 35:8And a highway will be ther it will be called the Ay of Holiness. The
unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in thayywvicked fools
will not go about on it.

Luke 1:74-75To rescue us &m the hand of our enemies, ancet@mble us to see
him without fear in holiness and righteousness leelffiim all our days.

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopmises, dear friends, let us purify ourselvesiievey-
thing that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness oetvelence for God.

Eph 4:24 And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness
and holiness.

1 Th 3:13May he stengthen your he#s so that you will be blameleasd holy in the
presence of our God and Father when ourd_desus comes with all his holy ones.

1 Pet 1:16For it is written: “Be holy because | am haly

2 Pet 3:10-1But the day of the Ldrwill come like a thief. Thiseavens will disappear
with a 1oar; the elements will be desyed by fie, and the edin and eveything in it will

be laid bae. Since evgthingwill be destoyed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? &u ought to live holy and godly lives as you lookvend to the dayof

God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruafithe heavens by
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.

4. Believers become a “people who belong to Gtaligeisperipoiesin. The Greek means...

* “apeople for God own possession” (A. RobertsonWord Pictuies In The New
Testament\ol. 6, p. 98).

* ‘“the people to be His very own” (Charles\Billiams. The New @&stament in the
Language of the Peoplélhe FourTranslation Newrestament.NewYork, 1966).
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* “apeople saved to be His own” (\am F. Beck.The New @&stament in the
Language of dday “The FourTranslation Newlestament.’NewYork, 1966).

This is a most precious thought: that God makes us His very own people, a very

special possession of His. Possession has the idea of value, of worth and preciousness.
We are more precious to God than all the precious gems and treasures of the world.
Possession also has the idea of provision, protection and sedlerdye Gods

possession, His very special people; therefore, He will provide and protect us and

make us secure in every sense of the word.

Exo 19:5Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you
will be my teasued possessiodlthough the whole edr is mine.

Deu 14:2For you ake a people holy to tHeorp your God. Out of all the peoples on
the face of the eén, theLorp has chosen you to be hisdisued possession.

Psa 100:3Xnow that theLorp is God. It is he who made us, and we his; we ag
his people, the sheep of his pastur

Luke 1:17“And he will go on befar the Lod, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to
turn the heats of the fathers to their childn and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous— to make eady a people ppated for the Lod.”

Acts 15:14Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking
from the Gentiles a people for himself.

Eph 1:13-14And you also werincluded in Christ when you heathe wod of truth,

the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, yowewearked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeingioieritance until theedemption

of those who & GodS possessios to the praise of his glgr

Titus 2:11-14For the grace of God that brings salvation hegspeaed to all

men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
contmolled, upright and godly lives in thisggent age, while we wait for the blessed
hope— the gloriousappearing of our ggat God and Savioudesus Christ, who gave
himselffor us to edeem us &m all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that
are his vey own, eager to do what is good.

1 Pet 2:9But you ae a chosen people, ayal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may de@dhe praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

Rev 21:3And | head a loud voice fsm the thone saying, “Now the dwelling of God
is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and be their God.
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1 Peter 02:09 RriesT, PRRIESTHOOR MEDIATOR

But you ae a chosen people, ayal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may de@dhe praises of him who called yo
out of darkness into his wonderful lighhtPeter 02:09

1%

A priest is a person who has access into SpEsence, who represents men before
God and God before men. He is a mediator between God and meferbesafrifices
and makes prayer to God for m&ihe priest was always looked upon as the one
person who could carry a marcase before God and God would accept the man
because of the priestintercession.

1. Throughout Israe$ history the high priest was the chief priest who essentially had
four functions.

=>He supervised the other priests.

=>He made a sin @dring (Lev 4).

=>He ofiered a sacrifice on the Day Afonement (Lev16).
=>He was shown the will of God (Num. 27:21; Neh. 7:65).

2. The development of the priesthood seems to have been as follows: at first, individuals
were priests (Gen. 448). Later on the head of a familysually the fathebegan
to serve as the priest (Gen. 8:20; 12:7; 13:8; 26:25; 3MB4gn God created the
nation Israel and gave Israel the law at Mount Sinai, He said that the nation was to
be unto God “a kingdom of priests” (Exo. 19:6). But Israel failed to obeysGod
law. So God turned to one family of Israg&fron’s family, and appointed them as
the priests who were to minister to the nation (Exo. 28:1; 2&\1624).

3. Inthe NewTestament Jesus Christ is said to be the perfect and eternal High Priest
of God Himself (see Heb. 7&:5; 10:218). The sacrifice which He tdred to
God for men was the death of Hims#&lfhat this means is this: Jesus Christ has
made the perfe@nd eternal sacrifice to God. He died for our sins, paid the penalty
and judgment of death for us. No other sacrifice by death has to be made. God has
accepted Chrisgt’sacrifice of Himsel- eternally

Before Christ the presence of God was said to dwell in the Most Holy Place of the
Tabernacle and@lemple. Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place and

that only once a yealt was separated from men by a veil. But when Christ died,
Scripture says that the veil was torn from top to botdgran act of Go@Mt. 27:51).
The torn vell is also said to be a symbol of Chsibthdy which was sacrificed or
torn upon the cross (Heb. 10:28)l believers now have access to God through
the death of Christ into the holiest of holies right along with Christ (Heb. 1229
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4. Since Christ, the individual believer has become his own priest before God; that
is, he has the right to approach God for himgefpriest, the believer has two
functions: he is to &ér intercession and he is tdafsacrifices to God. He make
the following sacrifices to God.

=> He sacrifices his own body (Rom. 12:1; Ph. 2Tiify. 4:6; Jas. |:27; 1 Jn. 3:16).
=> He sacrifices praise to God continually (Heb. 13:15; cp. Exo. 25:22).

=> He sacrifices his substance (Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:6]Jt03:14; Heb. 13:2, 16;
3 Jn. 58).

=> He sacrifices his service “to do good” (Heb. 13:16).

U)

II. 1 Peter 0209 Believets Purpose

Know what your purpose i8Vhy does God do so much for believersfere is one
supreme reason:

1 Pet 2:9bThat you may declarthe praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.

The statement “that you may declarkdfosexaggeiletemeans to speak forth; to tell out;

to publish abroad; to set forthhe word “praises’dretay means virtues, excellencies,

and the supreme and eminent qualities of God (Atdob§ The First Epistle General

of Peter“The Tyndale Newlestament Commentaries,” p. 10%he very task of the
believer is to witness for God, to share the glorious message oi\Batlis that message?
Note the verse: “the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful
light.” The message that we are to share is the glorious message of salvation. God will
deliver man out of darkness into the lighis is what He has done for believarkerefore,

we are to proclaim the glorious truth that God has saved us through the Light of the
world, through Jesus Christ Himself. He has saved us out of the darkness of sin and death
and delivered us into the light of eterniye shall live foreveMVe are to praise God,
proclaim the glorious message of His wonderful light or salvation.

Mark 16:15He said to them, “Go into all the world andgarch the good news to all
creation.”

2 Cor 4:13lIt is written: “I believed; theefore | have spoken.” Wth that same spirit of
faith we also believe and thedore speak.

2 Cor 5:20We ate theefore Christs ambassadors, as though Gedre making his
appeal though us. W imploe you on Chrisg behalf: Be econciled to God.

Acts 1:8"But you will receive powewhen the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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Acts 4:20“For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and.hear
Psa 66:168Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.

Isa 63:71 will tell of the kindnesses of therp, the deeds for which he is to be
praised, accating to all theLorp has done for us- yes, the many good things he has
done for the house of Israel, acdorg to his compassion and many kindnesses.

Mal 3:16 Then those who fezdl theLorp talked with each otheand the_oro listened
and head. A scioll of remembrance was written in hispence concerning those who
feared theLorp and honoued his name.

lll. 1 Peter 0210 Believers, The People of God
Know what has happened to ydwo great facts about believers are covered in this verse.

1. Inthe past believers were not a people, but now they have been made into the people
of God.This is striking languag&Vhat does it meanot to be a peop®Are
unbelievers not a people? It means to be without purpose and significance in life; to be
missing the very point of life, the very reason for living. It means God created man
and gave man life. If man does not live that life, then he is not living, not in the real
sense of living. He exists, but he is missing out on life, on what life really is. He is
missing the very purpose, meaning and significance of life. He shall never fulfil,
satisfy or complete the purpose of life.

But when a person comes to Go&on, when a person enters the light of Christ, God
saves him and gives him the light of life. He is given the light olipeirpose,

meaning and significance. He becomes a member of the people of God. He fulfils,
satisfies and completes life and all that life is meant to be.

John 1:12Yet to all who eceived him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become chilam of God.

Rom 8:15For you did not eceive a spirit that makes you a slave again tq fe#r
you received the Spirit of sonshisnd by him we ¢t “Abba, Father”

2 Cor 6:17-18Therefore come out &m them and be separate, says thelLdwuch
no unclean thing, and | willeceive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you will be
my sons and daughters, says thed Aimighty”

Gal 4:4-6But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law to redeem those under lathiat we mighteceive the full rights of sons.
Because you arsons, God sent the Spofthis Son into our hets, the Spirit who

calls out, “Abba, Fathet
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Deu 14:2For you ake a people holy to tHeorp your God. Out of all the peoples on
the face of the eén, theLorp has chosen you to be hisdisued possession.

Hosea 1:1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt | called my son.”

2. Inthe past believers had not received mdoay now they have received mercy
Before we were saved we were like everyone else: we ignored, neglected, cursed,
rebelled against and rejected G@ék refused to change our lives and to cry out for
the mercy of God: therefore, God could not have mercy upon us. But when we
repented and turned to God, God had mercy upon us and saved ugade tur sin
and neglect and brought us into His love and grace and gave us the glorious privilege
of living with Him forever God had mercy upon us and allowed us the glorious
privilege of becoming a member of the people of God.

Eph 2:4-9But because of his gat love for us, God, who is rich in nagrmade

us alive with Christ even when we weatead intransgessions- it is by grace you
have been savednd God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly ealms inChrist Jesus, in @er that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, egpsed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For
it is bygrace you have been savedptigh faith— and this not fom yourselvest is the

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

Titus 3:5He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mecy. He saved us tbugh the washing o&birth and enewal by the Holy Spirit.

Psa 103:1But from everlasting to everlasting the d&rlove is witithose who fear
him, and his righteousness with their chélids childien.

Lam 3:22-23Because of the Ldis great love we a not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. Theyearew ever morning; geat is your faithfulness.

Joel 2:13Rend your heart and not your garments. Return td.time your God, for
he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he
relents fom sending calamity

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like you, who mhims sin and fgjives theransgession of
the emnant of his inheritanced¥ do not stayngty forever but delight to show
mercy. H
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ABSTAIN FROM FLESHLY LUSTS
1 BETEr02:11-12

Introduction

We live in a day when the flesh (sinful nature) is exalted and evil desires horoured.
persons esteem and worth and image are often determined...

* by how much of the world he possesses

* by how much money he has

* by how much power he has

* by how much worldly recreation and pleasure he is able to enjoy

* by how famous he becomes

* by how many people he conquers in face to face confrontations or in bed sexually

The flesh (sinful nature) is exalted and evil desires honoured. But this is not the way
of God and HidNord. Scripture is clear: abstain from evil, sinful desires.

I.  Reason 1: you are aliens and strangers on earth)(v
Il. Reason 2: evil desires, lusts war against your sodl v

lll. Reason 3: unbelievers are watchingl().

I. 1 Peter 0211 Aliens and $rangers on Earth
Abstain from evil desires because you are aliens and strangers on earth.

1. The word “alien” parepidemgshas more of a temporary idea tisiranger
(paroiko). Alien has the idea of a visitor or sojournefr a foreigner who may be
visiting and staying for a while but not long enough to lease a house.

The point is this: the believer is only passing through the earth on his way home to
heaven. Heaven is his home, and his heart and mind are at home. He lives in a

consciousness of home and his thoughts are upon home. He lives and walks in the
consciousness of being in heaven with Gdds is his attitude, his thoughts as he walks
through his pilgrimage upon earth. He travels through life often moving from city to
city, but his mind and heart are always upon heaven which is his permanent home.

Note what this means in so far as the world is concerned: the believer does not become
entangled with the world and itdaifs. His customs and lifestyle come from heaven, not
from the earth. He does not practice the customs and lifestyle of the earth but of heaven

Heb 11:9-10By faith he made his home in th@mrised land like a stranger in a
foreign county; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, wheevirirs with him
of the same mmise. For he was looking feard to the city with foundations,
whosearchitect and builder is God.
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Heb 11:13-16All these people werstill living by faith when they died. They did not
receive the things pmised; they only saw them and welcomed them & distance.
And they admitted that they wealiens and strangers on ¢ar People who say such
things show that they adooking for a counyr of their own. If they had been thinking
of the county they had left, they would have had ogpoity toreturn. Instead, they
were longing for a better count— a heavenly one. Thefiore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he hasgmared a city for them.

Heb 13:14For here we do not have an enduring cityt we ae looking for the city
that is to come.

2. The word “stranger’garoiko) means someone who dwells alongside or is exiled, but
his home is elsewhere. It is the picture of a foreigner who is in a country for a while,
long enough to rent or lease a house, but he is not a permanent resident. He has no
legal rights or status. He is a strangar exile who dwells in a strange land (B.C.

Coffin. First Peter “The Pulpit CommentatyVol. 22, p.72)What Peter is saying is

this: the believer is a strangarforeigneran exile on earth. He is a resident, but he is
not a citizen of this earth. He has no legal status in the world. He is not to follow the
standards and the ways of the world. He belongs to God and to heaven; therefore, his
legal status is in heaven. He is to follow the standards and the ways dafl@od.

believers laws are the laws of God, the highest and most moral and just laws in all the
universe.The believer has no right to live by the standard and laws of the world, for
they are far lower than the standards and laws of GQuelbeliever is to live as a

stranger on earth, as one whose heart and mind are upon a far greater home and world.
The believe's heart is to be upon perfection of life and morality and justice, a home
and world where perfection is the rule and standard.

Thought 1.This does not mean that the believer does not obey the legal laws of a land.
He does; all foreigners are to obey the laws of a land when they visit that land. In fact,
believers will go far beyond obeying human laws and do much more when they obey
God's laws. Gods laws and standards stress perfect behaviour plus love, and there is
no greater law than lov&herefore, the believer is to abstain from fleshigful desires
because such desires are of the world, and he has no right to partake of those fleshly
sinful desires. He is to obey the laws of God which forbid such sins and immoralities.

Phil 3:20-21But our citizenship is in heavelind we eagerly await a Saviouoin thee,
the Lod Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bringtbusg under
his contol, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body

Rev 21:2MNothing impue will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful
or deceitful, but only those whose names\aritten in the Lamb’book of life.

1 Chr 29:15We ar aliens and strangers in your sight, as evall our foefathers.
Our days on edh are like a shadoywithout hope.
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II. 1 Peter 0211 Sinful DesireWar against the Soul

Abstain from evil desires because they war against the doeikerm “sinful desires”
(sarkikonepithumior) means the evil desiresgass, passions, lusts of the flesh and
cravings of the sinful nature. It means to have a yearning passion for the things of the
flesh. Every person has experienced the flesh...

e yearning  thirsting e pulling

* longing » desiring e grasping
* wanting » grabbing e craving

» taking * hungering

Every person knows what it is to have his flesh craving after sometbihgye it
yearning and yearning to lay hold of somethifige flesh is strong and fifult to
control, and it never lets up its assault against the will.

1. What are the lusts of the flesh, the acts of the sinful natMhe® kinds of sins are
being referred to by Scripture? Scripture means far more than the sexual sins usually
thought about when the lusts of the flesh are mentiortezl are listed in Galatians
5:1921.When they are read they paint a picture of human nature that is seen or
experienced by us all every day:

a. Sexual immoralitymoicheig: a broad word including all forms of immoral and sexual
acts. It is premarital sex and adultery; it is abnornsal, all kinds of sexual vice,
sexual unfaithfulness to husband or wife.

b. Impurity (akatharsig moral impurity; doing things that dirtpollute and soil life.
c. Debaucheryaselgei filthiness, indecency and shamefulness.

d. ldolatry (eidololatreid: the worship of idols, whether mental or material; the worship
of some idea of what God is like, of an image of God within a pexrsoimd; the
giving of ones primary devotion (time and eg) to something other than God.
(Seeldolatry, 1 Cor 6:9.)

e. Witchcraft (pharmakeist sorcery: the use of drugs or of evil spirits to gain control over
the lives of others or over osedwn life. In the present context it would include all
forms of seeking the control of osdate including astrologyalm reading, séances,
fortune telling, crystals and other forms of witchcratft.

f. Hatred(echthra): enmity hostility and animosityit is the hatred that lingers and is
held for a long time, a hatred that is deep within.

g. Discor (ereig: strife, contention, fighting, struggling, quarrelling, dissension and
wrangling. It means that a man fights against another person in order to get something:
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position, promotion, propertyionour or recognition. He deceives, doing whatever has
to be done to get what he is after

h. Jealousy(zeloi): wanting and desiring to have what someone else has. It may be
material things, recognition, honour or position.

i. Fits of rage(thumol): indignation; a violent, explosive tempamnger; quick and
explosive reactions that arise from boiling emotidhigt it is anger which fades
away just as quickly as it arose. It is not anger that lasts.

] Selfish ambitiongeritheig: selfseeking: craving position, powdame for selfish ends;
a strong desire for attainment or achievement to gain honour or recognition; pretension.

k. Dissensiongdichostasigi division, rebellion, standing against others and splittifig of
from others.

1. Factions(hairesei¥ sect, partydifferences, heresies; some factiejectingthe
fundamental beliefs of God, Christ, the Scriptures andthbech; believing and holding
to some teaching other than the truth.

m. Envy(phthono): this word goes beyond jealouslyis the spirit...

» that wants not only the things that another person has, but begrudges the fact that
the person has them.

» that wants not only the things to be taken away from the person, but wants him to
suffer through the loss of them.

n. Drunkennesémetha): taking drink or drugs to tdct ones senses for lust or pleasure;
becoming tipsy or intoxicated; partaking of drugs; seeking bodily or sexual pleasure
through drink or drugs.

0. Orgies(komoi): carousing; uncontrolled license, indulgence and pleasure; taking part in
wild parties or in drinking parties; lyirground indulgingn feeding the lusts of the flesh.

2. Note that the flesh, sinful desires war against the 3twl flesh has within it base and
unregulated wes and passion&.man senses the desire angeeuto do what he likes,
to lift the restraints and to follow his own desires and passions. He knows he should
not do it, but the pull and desire tugs and struggles and wars against the soul.

a. The flesh or sinful nature keeps a person from doing what he would. Every person has
experienced the power of the flesh; everyone has caved in to the flesh and done
something that he did not want to do. He fought against doigriew it was
harmful or hurtful- yet he could not resist the flesh. He gave in to the power of the
flesh and did it. He...

* oOverate » becameangry <+ begansmoking
e gotdrunk » did evil things e |usted
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* became prideful e cursed » acted selfishly
* committed immorality ¢ cheated, lied or stole

Note another fact as welll of us have been tempted, and we have known how to
combat and overcome the temptation. Howether flesh was so strong we just did not
struggle long enough to overcomeTihe struggle we experienced involved that of...

« controlling * being patient * reaching out
* showing kindness * loving e giving
« sacrificing * helping e givingin

* showing kindness

The point is this: the flesh is so strong that it often keeps us from doing what we
would. The only hope of ever controlling the flesh is to walk in the Spirit of Gad
His presence and power

Rom 7:15-20 do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but
what | hate 1 doAnd if | do what | do not want to do, | a&gr that the law is gooés

it is, it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. | know that nothing
good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nauFor | have the desrto do what is good,

but I cannot carry it out. For what | do is not the good | want to do; no, the evil | do not
want to do— this | keep on doing. Now if | do what | do n@int to do, it is no longer |

who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.

2 Cor 10:4The weapons we fight witheanot the weapons of the world. On the
contrary, they have divine power to demolistoagholds.

. Now note a fact of critical importance: the flesh in itself is not sifiuk flesh or

human body is God given; it is for Gedise. In fact, when a person is converted to
Christ, his body becomes a temple for God to dwell in through the Holy Spieit.
Christian is not told to cleanse himself from the flesh but from “the desires of the sinful
nature” (Gal. 5:16), from “everything that contaminates body and spirit” (2/C0¢

and from “the acts of the sinful nature” (Rom. 13:12; Gal. 5:TBg acts of the sinful
nature are the fruit of indwelling sin, and sin originates in the heart not in the flesh.

. The exhortation is strong: “abstain from sinful desires, which war against the soul.”
We must abstain from them, for they do unbelievable harm and damage to the soul.

. Sinful desires or fleshly lusts enslave and weaken the freedom of the soul. Sinful
desire enslaves, no matter what the desires are:

=> Desire for drugs enslaves.
=> Desire for alcohol enslaves.
=> Desire for cigarettes enslaves.
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=> Desire for sex enslaves.

=> Desire for pornography enslaves (films or magazines).
=> Desire for position and power enslaves.

=> Desire for money enslaves.

The more a man follows the desires of the sinful nature, the more freedom and liberty
he loses. He becomes a slave to that which he sets his heart upon. If he sets his mind
and thoughts upon the flesh and its desires, he will enslave himself to desires. He finds
himself enslaved and in bondage to those desires and finds it Vienylidid break

away from them.

b. Sinful desires disturb and often destroy the peace and seasstyance and
confidence of the soWVhen the believer came to Christ, one of the first things Christ
did was give him peace and security of soul. If the believer turns back to the world and
follows his desires, he breaks his peace with God and loses the securityof God’
presence and guidance and protection.

c. Sinful desires hamper the growth of the s@tle soul living in the desires of the flesh
[sinful nature] is destroying its fruit, not growing and proclaiming the fruit of the
Spirit (Gal. 5:2223).

d. Sinful desires doom the soul to defeat, sortomwkenness and eventually to eternal
separation from God.

Thought 1.The exhortation is strong: believers must abstain from fleshly lusts or
desires, for they war against the soul.

Mat 5:29“If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out anduhit away It is
better for you to lose one pgawf your body than for your whole body to beotkin
into hell.”

Rom 6:6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.

Rom 13:14Rathey clothe yourselves with the lcbdesus Christ, and do not think
about how to gratify the dess of the sinful natet

Gal 5:16So | saylive by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desiof the sinful nater

Col 3:5Put to death, thafore, whatever belongs to your d¢aly natue: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desigs and geed, which is idolatr.

1 Th 4:3Itis Gods will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual
immorality.

1 Th 5:22Avoid evey kind of evil.
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1 Pet 2.1 Dear friends, | uge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain
from sinful desgs, which war against your soul.

1 Pet 4:2As a esult, he does not live thest of his eahly life for evil human desas,
but rather for the will of God.

. 1 Peter 0212 Witness to thaMorld

Abstain from evil, sinful desires because unbelievers are watching lewvorld
watches everything a genuine believer does. If a person really follows €lifrist is
genuine— then the world watche$his is the reason for this exhortation: we must live
good lives before the world, always abstaining from evil desires.

The word “good” kalog means a good life, a life that is honourable, righteous, pure,
lovely, decent, excellent, upright and noble. It means a life that is without blame, that
cannot be justly or accurately blamed with any sin or €k world watches a genuine
believer to see if he really lives what he profesgherefore, we must live good lives,
lives that are just what we profess: halghteous and pure. Note two reasons why:

1. Unbelievers accuse believers of doing wrong. Some will always accuse genuine
believers. If a person really lives for Christ, his righteous anetiselying life
convicts those who love the world and its pleasures and posse3s$ierefore, they
talk about, joke, mock, ridicule, abuse and persecute the believer when they can.

The point is this: the believer must never add fuel to the fire. He must never give the
world a chance to justly accuse and down Aile believer must abstain from evil,
sinful desires: he must live a good life, do exactly what he proclaims and professes.

2. Unbelievers must have a chance to be saved. If we live bad and fleshly djoesgainst
all that we proclaim and stand ferthen unbelievers will know we are hypocrites.
They will not be attracted to Christle must, therefore, live for Christ and do good
works.When unbelievers see our righteous lives and good deeds, they will experience
the day of God visitation and glorify Godl'he day God visits us means two things:

=> the day a man is visited by God to bring the man to repentance and salvation.
=> the day God will visit the earth for final judgment.

The day of visitation is the day of Gedhspection and salvation, ttay when He
saves a man. It is also the day when He returns to earth as Saviour anthieord.
idea is that unbelievers will be won to Christ by our good lives and glorify God in
the great day when He shall visit the earth.

Mat 5:16 “In the same waylet your light shine befermen, that they may see your
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
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1 Th 1:8The Lod’s message rang oubfn you not only in MacedonandAchaia —
your faith in God has become known gwvenee. Theefore we do not need to say
anything about it.

1 Tim 4:12Dont let anyone look down on you because yeuyaung, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity

Titus 2:7 In everthing set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching
show integrity seriousness.

James 2:18ut someone will sayYou have faith; | have deeds.” Show me your faith
without deeds, and | will show you my faith by what | do.

James 3:13Vho is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good
life, by deeds done in the humility that comemfivisdom.

1 Pet 2:12.ive such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of
doing wiong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

2 Pet 3:10-1But the day of the Ldrwill come like a thief. Theeavens will disap-

pear with a par; the elements will be desyred by fie, and the edh and evey-

thing in it will be laid bae. Sincesveything will be destryed in this waywhat kind

of people ought you to be®@wought to live holy and godly lives as you lookvid

to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of
the heavens by Bt and the elements will melt in the h@t.
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