
MATHEW 26: 17  FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the

disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want

us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”

Mathew 26:17

This feast is also known as the Passover Feast (see Lev. 23:5-8; Lk.

22:l). However, on the first day of the Passover week, the Feast of

Unleavened Bread had special significance. It was the day that all

preparations were made to celebrate the Passover. (Exo. 12:1-51,

esp. 11-28 for the background of the Passover.) Preparations included

securing the lamb and taking it to the temple to be sacrificed.

Preparations also included securing the food and drink items

necessary for the Passover and arranging the room for the Feast. But

there were two preparations for which the Feast of Unleavened Bread

received its name.

1. There was the baking of unleavened bread. On the very night of

the Passover, God had told Israel to make final preparations for

being delivered from Egyptian bondage. But the Israelites did

not have time to bake leavened bread. They had to bake bread

without leaven because of the time it takes for the leaven to rise.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread was simply one of the Passover

ceremonies by which Israel remembered God’s glorious

deliverance of their forefathers from Egyptian bondage. (See

Passover and Death of Jesus Christ, Mt. 26:2).

2. There was a ceremony by which all leaven within the house had

to be removed. It must be remembered that leaven was a symbol

of evil to the Jews. Therefore, in removing all leaven, they were

picturing the need for putting evil out of their lives and

households. There was an actual search made throughout the

rooms of the house looking for any crumb of leaven that might

have fallen upon the floor or between some furniture. Whatever

leaven was found, no matter how small a crumb, it was removed

from the house. By removing all leaven from their households,

the Jews were saying they wanted to be included among the

faithful of their forefathers, the faithful who had cleansed their lives

and households for the journey of deliverance from bondage. 1


