
Mathew 27: 65–66   Jesus’ Tomb
Cave tombs were closed by rolling a huge cartwheel-like stone in front of the 
entrance. They were almost impossible to remove. A deep slanting groove was hewn 
out of the rock at the base of the entrance for the circular stone to rest in. The stone 
usually weighed several tons. Such precautions were essential because there were so 
many tombs ransacked in those days of poverty.

The tomb was further secured by being sealed. When it was necessary to seal a 
tomb, the huge stone was cemented to the entrance walls or else some type of rope 
or binding was wrapped around the entrance stone and fastened to both sides of the 
tomb. Then the binding was cemented with a hardening clay or wax-like substance. 
In the case of some burials, usually political figures, the seal of the Emperor was also 
attached to the walls of the entrance. This was to strike fear of Roman retaliation 
against any intruder.

In the case of Jesus’ tomb, further precautions were taken by placing a patrol to guard 
against any foul play. This guard consisted of a large number of men (Mt. 28:4, 11f). 1


