
Mathew 26: 28   Forgiveness (Aphesin)
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.” Mathew 26:28

Forgive means to send off, to send away. The wrong is cut out, sent off, and sent 
away from the wrongdoer. The sin is separated from the sinner.

There are four main ideas in the Biblical concept of forgiveness.
1.	 There is the idea of why forgiveness is needed. Forgiveness is needed because of 

wrongdoing and guilt and the penalty arising from both (see Rom. 3:23; 6:23; 8:1).

2.	 There is the idea of a once-for-all forgiveness, a total forgiveness. A man is once-for-all 
forgiven when he receives Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Belief in Jesus Christ is the only 
condition for being forgiven once-for-all (Eph. l:7; Rom. 4:5-8).

3.	 There is the idea of forgiveness that maintains fellowship. Fellowship exists between 
God as Father and the believer as His child. When the child does wrong, the fellowship 
is disturbed and broken. The condition for restoring the fellowship is confessing and 
forsaking the sin (Psa. 66:18; Prov. 28:13; 1 Jn. l:7).

4.	 There is the idea of a releasing from guilt. This is one of the differences between man’s 
forgiving a man and God’s forgiving a man. A man may forgive a person for wronging 
him, but he can never remove the guilt that his friend feels. And often he cannot remove 
the resentment he feels within his own heart. Only God can remove the guilt and assure 
the removal of resentment, and God does both. God forgives and erases the guilt and 
resentment (Psa. 51:2, 7-12; 103:12; 1 Jn. l:9). 1


