
2Romans 04: 13—16 Romans 04: 13—16

Law: The Wrong Way for a Man to Be JustifiedLAW: THE WRONG WAY
FOR A MAN TO BE JUSTIFIED

ROMANS  04: 13—16

Introduction

A man is not justified by the law and its works. The law is the wrong way
for a man to seek acceptance and justification by God.

I. The unmistakable statement: the promise of the inheritance is not
through the law but through faith (v. 13).

II. The argument against the law’s securing justification, salvation (vv.
14-15).

III. The argument for faith (v. 16).

I. Romans 04: 13  The Promise, Faith vs. Law,
Righteousness and Reward

The unmistakable statement - the promise of the inheritance is not through
the law but through faith. Note several things.

1. The promise involves inheriting the whole world. This is clear from
several facts.

a. Canaan was the promised land, a type of heaven and a type of the new
heavens and earth God is to recreate for Abraham and his seed or
offspring (the believer).

Rom 4:13-14 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring

received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through
the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live by law are

heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless.

Heb 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would
later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did
not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the prom-
ised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For
he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect
and builder is God.

Heb 11:13, 14, 16 All these people were still living by faith when they
died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them
and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were
aliens and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that
they are looking for a country of their own.... Instead, they were long-
ing for a better country - a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon
thousands of angels in joyful assembly.

Heb 13:14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are
looking for the city that is to come.

2 Pet 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by
fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since every-
thing will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the
day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
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Rev 21:01 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven

and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.

b. Abraham was promised that he would be the “father” of many nations.

He is said to be the father of all believers from all nations of the earth

(vv. 11-12). He and his offspring (believers) are promised a new world

when Christ returns.

c. Christ is to inherit the world and be exalted as the Sovereign Majesty

of the universe, ruling and reigning forever and ever.

=> Abraham and his offspring (believers) are said to be heirs of God and

joint heirs with Christ.

Rom 8:16-17 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are

God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of

God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in

order that we may also share in his glory.

=> They shall all reign with Christ through all eternity. (See Reward,

Judging, Mt. 19:28; Lk. 16:10-12 Rev. 14:13; 21:24-27.)

Mat 16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory

with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to

what he has done.

Mat 25:31-32 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the

angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the

nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”

Luke 1:33 “And he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his

kingdom will never end.”

1 Cor 15:25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under

his feet.

MATHEW 19:28  JUDGING (KRINO) — ETERNAL LIFE

Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of
all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne,
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Mathew 19:28

To judge, govern, direct; to administer affairs, supervise and oversee.
The assignment of responsibility, of duties, of work to be done is
being taught here. There is to be judging, that is, governing, giving
direction and supervision and oversight throughout eternity. Christ
told the apostles that they would govern and oversee Israel. Paul
said that believers would direct and oversee the world and angels (1
Cor. 6:2-3). All this activity and responsibility, of course, is under
the direction of Christ.

For some unknown reason we so often picture eternal life as some
dreamy sleep or semi-conscious type of existence. We think of it as
some future existence that puts us on a fluffy cloud upon which we
float in an eternal state of inactivity. Why man cannot accept the
simple statement of Christ that life is to be eternal is difficult to
understand. Eternal life is life that goes on and on. There is, however,
one basic difference: life shall be perfected - perfected in body, mind
and spirit. It is life lived in the midst of a new heavens and earth
(perfected) - life lived before Christ and responsible to Christ in all
that it is assigned (Jn. 3:16; 5:24; Rom. 8:19-23; 2 Pet. 3:9-18; 1 Jn.
5:11-13; Rev. 21:1).  1
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2 Tim 4:01 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will

judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his

kingdom, I give you this charge.

Rev 21:01-07 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer

any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her

husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the

dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be

his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He

will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed

away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making every-

thing new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are

trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and

the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give

to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who over-

comes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.

Isa 9:07 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no

end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing

and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and

forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Isa 32:01 See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule

with justice.

Jer 23:05 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will

raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely

and do what is just and right in the land.”

Dan 7:14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all

peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His

dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his

kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

2. The “seed” or “offspring” of Abraham refers to all believers. This is

clear from the promise that is said to be “guaranteed to all Abraham’s

offspring” (v. 16). Every true believer is an heir of the promise. If a

man believes, he receives the most glorious promise: he will inherit

the world.

Mat 5:05 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

Gal 3:29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and

heirs according to the promise.

3. God does not give the promise through the law, but through the

righteousness of faith.

a. A man will not receive an inheritance in the new world because he...

• tried to keep the law • did some great works

• lived by good deeds • was baptized and joined a church

• was moral and very religious

b. A man will receive an inheritance in the new world because he...

• believed God for righteousness, and God took his belief and

counted it for righteousness

The point is clearly seen, and it is unmistakable:

Rom 4:03 What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God,

and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
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Rom 4:05 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God
who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

Rom 4:13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring
received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through
the righteousness that comes by faith.

II.   Romans 04: 14—15   Salvation: Faith vs. the Law

The argument against the law’s securing justification or salvation. The
promise of the inheritance does not come through the law. Three facts
about the law show this.

1. Law voids faith; it erases any hope of ever receiving the promise. The
reason can be simply stated: law demands perfection; law insists that
it be obeyed. Law cries out, “violate and break me and you become
guilty and condemned and are to be punished.”

No man can live perfectly righteous before God; no man can keep
from coming short and breaking the law of God at some point.
Therefore every man is a lawbreaker, imperfect and short of God’s
glory, and is to be condemned and punished.

a. If the promise of God’s inheritance is by law, then no man shall inherit
the promise, for the promise is given only to the righteous; and no
man is perfectly righteous. This, of course, means something. If the
promise is by law, then no man has hope of ever receiving the promise,
for he does not and cannot keep the law. The law erases the promise,
makes it of no effect or value whatsoever.

b. If the promise of God’s inheritance is by law, then faith is voided and
has absolutely nothing to do with securing the promise. A man would
have to keep his mind and eyes, and most tragic of all, his heart upon the

law, for it would be the law that would determine whether or not the man
received the promise. Faith would not be entering the picture; it would
be voided, irrelevant, having nothing to with receiving the promise.

Rom 3:19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the
whole world held accountable to God.

Rom 8:03 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weak-
ened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin
in sinful man.

Gal 2:19 For through the law I died to the law so that I might live
for God.

Heb 7:19 (For the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is
introduced, by which we draw near to God.

c. This point is often overlooked. If the promise of God’s inheritance
comes by the law, then receiving the promise would have nothing to
do with faith, nothing to do with...

• trusting the love of God

• learning and knowing the love of God

• focusing one’s mind and thoughts upon God

• knowing God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ

If God accepted us and gave us the promise of inheritance because we
kept the law, then we would have to focus our lives upon the law.
Believing and loving God and knowing God’s Son would have nothing
to do with our salvation. The law would force us to seek God by
keeping the law. Faith would have nothing to do with the promise.
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The law would void faith and make useless and ineffective the love of
God and the Son of God.

2 Cor 10:05 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets
itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ.

Phil 4:08-09 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such
things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or
seen in me - put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

2. Law brings or works wrath in three terrible ways.

a. Law shouts out at a man, “Break me and you become guilty,
condemned, and are to be punished.” Such is antagonistic and stirs
and aggravates anger and wrath. When God is seen as a legalistic
Person who hovers over us, watching every move we make, there is a
tendency to view God as stringent, demanding, condemnatory, upset,
angry, vengeful and full of wrath against us. Why? Because we fail
and come short ever so often. Therefore if God is legalistic, then He is
hovering over us, and not a single one of us is going to inherit the
promise. We are guilty and to be judged, and we are not going to be
rewarded with an inheritance. Therefore, law works wrath between
God and man; it keeps a man from being acceptable to God and from
ever receiving the promise of God.

b. Law works wrath in that it keeps a man tied up in knots, under pressure
and tension and in a strain. The man who works to do the law struggles
to do the right thing and guards against doing the wrong thing. He
fights to avoid all the evil he can, wondering and worrying if he is
ever doing enough to be acceptable to God.

Such a life is not full of love and joy and peace. There is no sense of

purpose, meaning and significance, no sense of completeness and

fulfilment. Such a life is filled with uneasiness and turmoil, uncertainty

and insecurity. Such a life of legalism works wrath: it keeps tension

between God and man and establishes and builds a strained and uneasy

relationship.

c. Law works wrath in that it causes a man to focus his life upon the law

and not upon God. His mind and attention and thoughts are...

• upon keeping the rules, not upon trusting God

• upon watching where he steps, not upon drawing near God

• upon avoiding errors, not upon learning the truth of God

• upon observing certain rituals, not upon fellowshipping with God

• upon practicing religion, not upon worshipping God

Rom 7:10-11 I found that the very commandment that was intended

to bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity

afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the

commandment put me to death.

Gal 3:10 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is

written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything

written in the Book of the Law.”

Gal 3:12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man

who does these things will live by them.”

Gal 5:04 You who are trying to be justified by law have been alien-

ated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.

3. Law means transgression. There are three reasons for this.
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a. If no law exists, there is no law to break; therefore, there is no
transgression. But if there is a law, then breaking the law begins to
exist; transgression becomes a reality, a living fact. Where there is no
law, there is no transgression; where there is law, there is transgression.
The point is this: the man who seeks God’s acceptance by keeping the
law lives in a world of transgression, of breaking the law and coming
short of God’s glory. The law means transgression, that a man fails
and comes short of God’s acceptance; therefore, it means that the
legalist is guilty and condemned and is not to receive the promise of
God. When a law exists, there is an urge within man to stretch it to its
limits and to break it. This is one of the paradoxes of human nature.
Man has that within himself, an unregulated urge...

• not to be regulated • not to be ordered around

• not to be restricted • not to be governed

• not to be ruled • to seek his own desires

• to do as he pleases • to fill his fleshly passions

• to fulfil his urges • to see, have, hold and get more

When a law exists, it tells a man he can go this far and no farther. He
must not go beyond this limit or he becomes a lawbreaker, a
transgressor (e.g. a speed sign). The law actually pulls a man to go
that far. It is within his nature to go to the limit, to do as much as he
can. The urge within his nature even stirs him to stretch the law and to
go beyond its limits.

=> The grass on the other side looks greener.

=> The melon on the other side of the fence is juicier.

=> The stolen fruits are sweeter.

=> The forbidden is more appealing.

=> The unknown is more exciting.

When law exists, there is transgression. Every man becomes guilty

and is to be condemned and punished, not rewarded with the promise.

Rom 7:05 For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sin-

ful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we

bore fruit for death.

Rom 7:08 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the command-

ment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from

law, sin is dead.

c. When a law exists, it becomes an accuser, an antagonist. It shouts,

“Break me and you become a law-breaker and are to be condemned

and punished.” Now note: the law has no power to keep a person

from transgressing; it can only shout: “Transgression!” The law is...

• not a power to save, but a rule to control and condemn

• not a saviour, but a judge

This is the very problem with the law.

=> It can only accuse; it cannot deliver.

=> It can only point out sin; it cannot save from sin.

=> It can only show a man where he failed; it cannot show him how

to keep from failing.

=> It can only condemn; it has no power to free.

The man who tries to live by law is left hopeless and helpless, for he

transgresses and becomes a law-breaker. He is to be condemned, never

receiving the inheritance of God’s promise.

Rom 3:20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by

observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.
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Rom 5:20 The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But
where sin increased, grace increased all the more.

Rom 7:07 What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not!
Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law.
For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had
not said, “Do not covet.”

Gal 3:19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added
because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred
had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator.

Gal 3:24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we
might be justified by faith.

1 Tim 1:09 We also know that law is made not for the righteous but
for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and
ir religious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers.

I II .   Romans 04: 16  Faith, Promise and Grace

The argument for faith. The promise of the inheritance comes through
faith. Three facts about faith show this.

1. Faith brings grace. (See Grace, Tit. 2:11-15.) Grace (charis) means a
gift, a free gift, a gift given without expecting anything in return. It
means favour, approval, acceptance, goodwill, assistance, help, kindness
- all freely given and given without expecting anything in return.

Picture the scene of a man broken over his sin. He may be a mild
sinner or the worst sinner on earth, yet he comes to God. He...

• falls to his knees

• confesses his sin

• confesses his inadequacy to save himself

• cries for God to have mercy and to forgive his sin

• thanks God that He does forgive sin

• praises God for answering his prayer and forgiving his sin

Now, who is the Saviour, the Deliverer, the Subject who deserves the

praise and the honour and the glory? The answer is obvious: God.

God is the centre of the picture. This is the very reason salvation and

all its promises are by grace through faith. Grace puts God in the

centre. And when a man makes God the centre of his life, casting

himself completely upon God and putting all his faith and trust in

God, God is bound to hear and answer the man. Why? Because the

man is honouring God completely, and the man who honours God is

always acceptable and heard by God.

Now note: when a man really believes God, his faith brings the grace

of God to him. It causes him to focus upon God, to centre his life

upon the love of God, to see the presence of God, to secure the

fellowship and companionship of God. to know the love, joy, peace,

care and concern of God. Simply stated, it causes a man to seek a

personal relationship with God, a relationship of trust and dependence.

Such is the life of grace, the grace that is given to man by faith. It is

faith that honours and praises and glorifies God, and because it does,

it brings the grace of God to man.

Psa 115:01 Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory,

because of your love and faithfulness.

Acts 15:11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus

that we are saved, just as they are.”
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Rom 3:24 And are justified freely by his grace through the redemp-
tion that came by Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:08-09 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so
that no one can boast. (See Rom. 3:24; 5:15; 11:6; Eph. 2:4-10)

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared
to all men.

2. Faith makes the promise sure, guarantees the promise. This is seen in
the above point. When God is honoured and made the centre and
focus of one’s life and trust, that person can rest assured God will
accept him and give him the promise of the inheritance. That man
will inherit the earth.

Titus 3:07 So that, having been justified by his grace, we might

become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

3. Faith assures that the promise is for everyone, that it is available to

all. The promise is not given to an exclusive club of people, to an
exclusive nation or race or class of people. The promise is given to
all, to every person on earth. If the promise was by law, then it would
be only for those who have the law and are able to keep the law. What
then would happen to the heathen who do not have the law and to the
handicapped who are unable to do some of the things the law

commands? They could never be saved if the promise came by the
law. However, when the promise is given by the grace of God through
faith, no man is exempt from the inheritance. Every man can be saved
and inherit the promise of eternal life in the new heavens and earth,
for every man can believe and trust God (the very thing that even a
human father wants of his children).

Luke 21:33 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will

never pass away.”

Rom 4:13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring

received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through

the righteousness that comes by faith.

Eph 2:04-07 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich

in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in

transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised

us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in

Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incom-

parable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ

Jesus.

Titus 2:11-13 For the grace of God that brings salvation has

appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives

in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope - the glorious

appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Heb 6:18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which

it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the

hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.

Deu 7:09 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the

faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations

of those who love him and keep his commands.

Psa 111:07 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his

precepts are trustworthy. g
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TITUS  02: 11—15  GRACE  (CHARIS)

Grace is probably the most meaningful word in the language of men.
The Bible means something far more than men mean by grace. To
men the word “grace” means three things.

1. Grace is that something, that quality within a thing that is beautiful
or joyful. It may be the fragrance of a flower, the rich green of
the grass, the beauty of a lovely person.

2. Grace is anything that has loveliness. It may be a thought, an act,
a word, a person.

3. Grace is a gift, a favour that someone might extend to a friend.
The favour is always freely done, expecting nothing in return,
and the favour is always done for a friend.

However, when the early Christians looked at what God had done
for men, they had to add a deeper and much richer meaning to the
word grace. For God had saved sinners, those who had acted
against Him. Therefore, grace became the favour of God showered
upon men - men who did not deserve His favour. Grace became
the kindness and love that God freely gives to His enemies -  men
who are...

• “powerless” (Rom. 5:6). • “ungodly” (Rom. 5:6).

• “sinners” (Rom. 5:8). • “enemies” (Rom. 5:10).

No other word so expresses the depth and richness of the heart and
mind of God. This is the distinctive difference between God’s grace
and man’s grace. Whereas man sometimes does favours for his friends
and thereby can be said to be gracious, God has done a thing unheard

of among men: He has given His very own Son to die for His enemies
(Rom. 5:8-10). (See notes, Jn. 21:15-17; Eph. 2:8-10.)

1. God’s grace is not earned. It is something completely undeserved
and unmerited.

Eph 2:08-09 For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by
works, so that no one can boast.

Titus 3:04-05 But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour
appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

2. God’s grace is the free gift of God. God extends His grace toward
man.

Rom 3:24 And are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Eph 2:04-05 But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead
in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved.

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has
appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and
godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope
- the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness
and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to
do what is good.
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3 God’s grace is the only way man can be saved.

Rom 5:15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many
died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s
grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, overflow to the many!

1 Cor 1:04 I always thank God for you because of his grace
given you in Christ Jesus.

2 Cor 8:09 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might become rich.

Titus 3:06-07 [Salvation] whom he poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by
his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

4. Grace means all the favours and gifts of God. It means all the good
and perfect gifts of God, all the good and beneficial things He gives
us and does for us, whether physical, material or spiritual (Jas. l:17).

Eph 1:07 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.

Eph 2:07 In order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us
in Christ Jesus.

Phil 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

1 Tim 1:14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly,
along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 1


