COMETO CHRIST THE LIVING STONE
1 Reter 02:04-08

Introduction

This is a picture of the great house that God is buildimeghurch of the Lord Jesus
Christ.There are three pictures painted.

I.  Picture 1: Christ is the Livingt@nhe; He was rejected by men, but chosen by Gat).(v
Il. Picture 2: believers are living stones.(%6).
lll. Picture 3: unbelievers are disobedient builders 7a8).

I. 1 Peter 0204 Jesus Christ, The Chief Cornerstone

There is the first picture Jesus Christ is the Living&@e. How can a stone be living? It
cannot.This is simply a picture of how God looks at Christ and His followers: they are
like a building that is being built by God Himsélhe foundation of God’building is

His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. If a person wants to be a part of @oldling, he has to
place his life upon the foundatiomoBe, Christ Himself. But note what this verse says:
the living stone was rejected by m&vihen men looked at thedhe (Christ)...

e it was not wanted.

e itdid not fit in with their plans.

* it was useless and unsuitable for what they were building.
* it was not worth the price.

Men rejected Christ because they wanted to build their lives like they wahead.

wanted to do their own thingherefore, they cast thedde of God aside. But note: the

stone has been chosen of God. It is the very stone that God has chosen to be the foundation
stone for life. It is the only stone that can support and bear the weight shlifeote:

the stone chosen by God is a living stoaat does this mean? God is eternal; hence,

the building of God will last forever and ev&herefore, the cornerstone laid by God is

bound to be eternal; it shall never deteriorate or waste.awaycornerstone is living

and shall exist forever and ever

The symbolism of the living cornerstone says three significant things.

1. The living cornerstone is the first stone |a&d.other stones are placed after it. It is the
preeminenstone in time. So it is with Christ; Hetie firstof Gods new movement.

=> Christ is the author of salvatiofll others are the readers of the story

Heb 2:10In bringing many sons to glgrit was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom evgthing exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect
through suffering.
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Heb 12:2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set beferhim endued the coss, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the thwne of God.

Christ is the source of eternal salvation, of our féithothers are the recipients of
His promises.

Heb 5:9And, once made perfect, he became theceonireternal salvation for all
who obey him.

Christ is theAlpha and the Omegagginning and the endll others come after Him
and are under Him.

Rev 1:8‘l am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the ddgod, “who is, and who was,
and who is to come, tlmighty” (cp. 21:6; 22:13).

Christ is the forerunngone who went before us into the very presence of &bd.
others enter God'presence after Him.

Heb 6:19-20We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and setignters
the inner sanctuar behind the cdain, whee Jesus, who went beéous, has ented
on our behalf. He has become a high priestver in the oder of Melchizedek.

The cornerstone is the supportive st@kleother stones are placed upon it and held up
by it. They all rest upon it. It is the preeminent stone in position and p&wet is
with Christ; He is the support and powstre Foundation of Gos’new movement.

Christ isthe Head cornerstonéhe only true foundation upon which man can build.
All crumble who are not laid upon Him.

1 Cor 3:11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the oneaaly laid, which
is Jesus Christ.

Christ isthe chief cornerstonepon which all others are joined togetidrwho wish
to be joined together have to be laid upon Him.

Eph 2:20-22Built on the foundation of the apostles andgirets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in theed. And in him you too & being built together
to become a dwellinip which God lives by his Spirit.

Christ isthe living $oneupon which all others have to be built if they wish to live and
be a part of God’spiritual house&ill others have to be built upon Him if they wish to
live and have their spiritual sacrifice accepted by God.

1 Pet 2:4-5As you come to him, the livingpBe— rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious to him- you also, like living stones,@being built into a spiritual houde be
a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Gaultyin Jesus Christ.
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3. The living Sone is the stone to which men must come if they are to become a part of
God’s building. It is to Christ that we must come. No one can be a part of God’
building unless he places himself upon the foundation stone laid by God. God accepts
no one who refuses tmecome a part of His buildingnd God is just like all builders;

He has a foundation upon which all workers must lay the stones of their lives.

Mat 7:24-27“Therefore eveyone who hears these wigrof mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on tle&.rThe rain came down, the
streams ose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
becauset had its foundation on theck. But evgrone who hears these wisrof

mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on
sand. The rain came down, theestims ose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell with a gat crash.”

1 Cor 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spait’
within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

2 Tim 2:19Nevetheless, God'solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription:
“The Lord knows those who ahis,” and,“Everyone who confesses the name of the
Lord must turn away &m wickedness.”

II. 1 Peter 020506 Believers are Livingt®nes

There is the second picturebelievers are living stones. Remember: God is eternal which
means that His building is etern&he Foundationt®ne laid by Hun shall never decay

nor waste awayChrist lives forever and ev@rherefore, when we place our lives upon

the living stone of Godhe living stone supports and holds us up eternalybecome

living stones, stones that shall exist forever and. &N@te three significant facts.

1. Believers are being built into a spiritual housebvThis is a picture of the church
that God is building all over the earth. It includes all believers of all generations. It is a
picture of what is called the universal church or universal temple of God. Note that
God’s house is apiritual houseWhat does this mean? It means that Gdubuse is
spiritual as opposed to physicalphysical house is not permanent; it ages, deteriorates
and wastes awaut not Gods spiritual houselhe spiritual world or dimension is
the real world, the world that is permanent and etefiedrefore, the spiritual house
of God does not age, deteriorate or detais means two wonderful things.

a. First, when we turn to God and lay our lives upon the foundation stone of Christ, we
become a part of Gaglspiritual houseélMe shall never die or waste awayt we shall
live permanentlyforever and ever in Gaglspiritual and eternal house.

b. Second, there are many stones who are going to live forever with us. It takes many
stones to build a great building, and the same is true osGpditual housélMe are
only one of many who are being placed into Gapleat spiritual hous€he point is this:
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there is no room for pride, arrogance, engglousy criticism, backbiting, anger
accusations, discrimination, prejudice or wrath among $3milding; no room for a
stone to become pald up over another stone.

All living stones are needed in Gediouse. In fact, the house cannot be completed
unless there are enough stones to builthiere is a place for all of us, and we are
going to exist together forev@iherefore, we are to place ourselves and take our place
in the house of God\Ve are to place ourselves right where we belong and do our part
in holding up the building/Me are not to seek the place or position or function of any
other stoneWe are not to weaken the building to any degree.

Thought 1.William Barclay tells a story from Sparta and then drives the point home
with a striking application.

“There is a famous stgrfrom Spata. A Spatan king boasted to a visiting moiwcar
about the walls of Spta. The visiting monah looked anund and he could see no
walls. He said to the Sp@in king, ‘Whee are these walls about which you speak and
boast so muchThe Spatan king pointed at his bodygubof magnificent Spéan
troops. ‘Thesefe said, ‘ae the walls of Sp#a, and evey man of them a brick.’

“Now, the point is quite cleaBo long as a brick lies by itself it is useless. It only
becomes of use when it is built into a building. That is why it was made; and it is in
being built into a building that itaalizes its function and theason for its existence.

It is so with the individual Christian.oTrealize his destiny he must netmrain

alone, but must be built into the fabric and edifice of the €iiuiThe Letters of

James and Petqy. 231).

2. Believers are a holy priesthood B). The chief function of the priest is to stand
between God and men, to represent men before God and to present men to God. Man
has just never felt worthy enough to approach God; he has usually felt that God was so
far away that he could never reach Gbiderefore, man has felt the need for priests to
carry his case before God.

The point to note is mamthoughts about God, how far away he thinks Gedse far

away that man needs a priest, some godly person to represent him before God. But
note the Scripture: believers are being built up as an holy priesthood. Every single
believer now stands before God as a priest. He can now approach God on his own.
God is not far dfand removed from maAny person who turns to God and lays his

life upon the foundation of Christ becomes a part of &egliritual houselhat person

Is in the very house of God itself. He can talk and share with God whenever he chooses.
He can worship and praise God and cry out for &bdlp and deliverance any time he
wishes.The believer himself is now a priest before God. (®#est,1 Pet.2:9)
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Thought 1.The priesthood of the believer is one of the great teachings of Scripture.
Just imagineWe stand before God as a priest, as one who has access irdo God’
presence any time of any dayere is no reason whatsoever why we should ever be
overcome by any problem or trouble in this Iifée are in the house of Gad¥e can
approach Him anytime and receive whatever we need to meet the demands of life:
wisdom, provision, resource or strength.

Now note why we are made priests before God: that we mifgntsgfiritual sacrifices

to God. In the past men have brought their sacrifices to priests and had the priests
present their sacrifices to God. But now believers themselves are made priests for this
very purpose: that they mightfef up their own sacrifices to God. Men are now to

bring their own dierings and sacrifices to Gotlhey themselves are now the priests in
the house of God. Howeverote a critical point: their sacrifices are made acceptable
only by Jesus ChrisA person has to have his life lying upon the foundation of Christ.
He must be trusting and believing in the support and power of Christ to make him a
part of God$ houseThe only sacrifices that God accepts are the sacrifices made

within His house. Scripture says that the believer is to make the following sacrifices.

He is to sacrifice his body as a living sacrifice to God. He is not to conform any longer
to this world.

Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Luke 14:27*And anyone who does not a¢grhis coss and follow me cannot be my
disciple.”

Rom 8:13For if you live accading to the sinful nate;, you will die; butf by the Spirit
you put to death the misdeeds of the bgdy will live.

Rom 121-2 Theefore, | ulge you, bothers, in view of Gos’'mecy, to offer your

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gathis is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test andoygpwhat God’

will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Gal 5:24Those who belong to Christ Jesus haveitied the sinful natwr with its
passions and dess.

Phil 2:17 But even if | am being poed out like a drink offering otne sacrifice and
sewvice coming fom your faith, | am glad anigjoice with all of you.

2 Tim 4:6 For | am aleady being powd out like a drink offering, and the time has
come for my depéure.
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=> He is to sacrifice his life to God as he walks day by Hayis to follow God in love,
even as Christ loved us and gave Himself as faming and a sacrifice to God.

Eph 5:1-2Be imitators of God. thefore, as dearly loved childn and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

1 John 3:16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ den his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for ouothers.

=>He is to ofer the sacrifice of praise to God continually

Heb 13:15Through Jesus, thefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of
praise— the fruit of lips that confess his name.

Psa 107:22 et them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs.of joy
Psa 116:171 will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name ot tive.

Jer 33:11 The sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bomagand
the voices of those who bring thank offerings tchihiese of thé.orp, saying, “Give
thanks to thé.orp Almighty for theLorp is good; his love endas foever” For |
will restoe thefortunes of the land as they wdrefoe, says théoro.

Jonah 2:9“But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What | have
vowed | will make good. Salvation comeasrirtheLorp.”

=>He is to ofer the sacrifices of good works and gifts and money

Heb 13:16And do not faget to do good and to sheawith others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.

Luke 12:33"Sell your possessions and give to the p&wovide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a #gasue in heaven that will not be exhausted, ehso thief
comes near and no moth dests.”

Acts 20:35In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind ofdharork we must
help the weak,amembering the wds the Lod Jesus himself said: ‘It is moblessed
to give than toeceive.”

Rom 12:135hae with Gods people who arin need. Practice hospitality

Gal 6:6-10Anyone whoeceives instrction in the wadl must shag all good things with
his instiuctor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mockadan eaps what he sows.
The one who sows to please his sinful rgttiom that natue will reap destuction;

the one who sows to please the Spinttirfithe Spirit will eap eternal life. Let us not
become wegrin doing good, for at the pper time we willeap a havest if we do not
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=>

give up. Thezfore, as we have opptmity, let us do good to all people, especially
to those who belong to the family of believers.

1 Tim 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to begener
and willing to shae.

He is to ofer spiritual sacrifices, that is, love, jqgyeace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and setintrol.

1 Pet 2:5You also, like living stones, @abeing built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godulgh Jesus Christ.

Gal 5:22-23But the fuit of the Spirit is love, jQypeace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-cohtAgainst such things theiis no law

Psa 4:50ffer right sacrifices and trust in tHeorp.

=>He is to sacrifice his life in order to lead people to faith in Christ.

Phil 2:16-17As you hold out the wadrof life— in order that | may boast on the day of
Christ that | did not un or labour for nothing. But even if | am being padiout like

a drink offering on the sacrifice and se&e coming fom your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with all of you.

Mat 4:19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will make ybshers of men.”

John 4:35“Do you not say‘Four months mar and then the haest'?I tell you, open
your eyes and look at the fields! Theg ape for hawvest.”

1 Cor 9:19-23Though | am e and belong to no man, 1 make myself a slave to
everone, to win as many as possible.tiie Jews | became like a Jeavwin the

Jews. © those under the law | became like one under thedaws to win those

under the lawTo those not having the law | became like one not having thestams

to win those not having the laWo the weak | became weak, to win the weak. | have
become all things to all men so that by all possible means | might save some. | do all
this for the sake of the gospel, that | may sharits blessings.

Psa 126:6He who goes out weeping, cging seed to sawvill return with songs of
joy, carrying sheaves with him.

Believers are a fulfilment of prophecy. @. Cp. Psa.18:22; Isa. 28:16)he

prediction that the Messiah would be the chief or chosen cornerstone sf God’
building was made centuries before Christ ever came into the world. Note the four
great things predicted:

That God Himself would lay the cornerstone. God Himself would send the Messiah
into the world and use Him as the foundation of Gadérnal house.
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=> That God would select or elect Him to be the cornersiimere would be plenty of
philosophies, religions and ideas about how to best build a world and life for man. But
God would choose only one foundation stone for the world and life: Jesus Christ.

=> That God would count His foundation stone precidbe stone selected by Him would
be the most precious thing in all the universe: it would be His very own Son. He would
choose His own Son to become the FoundationeSfor mers lives and for the eternal
world God was planning-here is nothing in the world that is any more precious to
God than His own dear Sonherefore, God would count Him precious, the only thing
precious enough to serve as the FoundationeSfor the eternal house of God.

=> That believers would not be put to sharkatéischunth@j that is, confounded,
disappointed and confused. Believing and trusting in Jesus €Haaning upon him
and building upon Him- is the only way to keep from being eternally confused,
shamed and disappointed.

The point is this: believers their salvation in Christ are the fulfilment of this
prophecy God predicted that He would be building a spiritual and eternal house for
believers. He laid the foundation when He sent Christ into the world, and believers
have been laying the stones of their lives upon Christ ever since. How? By believing in
Him, that is, by laying their lives upon Him or by building upon Hiine result has

been phenomenal: those who have built upon Christ have experienced a most
wonderful thingAll the confusion, shame and disappointment in this life and the fear

of judgment in the next life have disappeared. Believers are now flooded with life, a
life that just overflows with love, joyeace, victory and triumph and with confidence

and assurance that all things shall be well in the future.

John 1:12Yet to all who eceived him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become chilem of God.

John 3:15-16That everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.”

Rom 1:16l am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of evgrone who believes: first for the Jetiven for the Gentile.

. 1 Peter 0207-08 Unbelievers, Disobedient Builders

The third picture- unbelievers are pictured as disobedient builders. Christ has done so
much for man, He should be the most precious thing in asiita’But the greatest

tragedy in all of history is that He is not considered to be precious by some people. He is
to believers, but they are a small minority of peoplee vast, vast majority of people are
unbelieversThey just do not believe that Jesus Christ is the foundation stone for their
lives. The four points of the Scripture state it well.
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1. Unbelievers disqualify and reject the stofieey look at the various foundation stones
of life and...

» they do not want thet&ne [Christ].

» they do not think that thet@e will fit in with their plans.

» they do not believe the@e [Christ] will suit what they are building.

» they do not believe tha&e [Christ] is worth the pric&hey just do not think the
Stone [Christ] is worth all they are and have.

The point is forceful: they reject and disqualify the stdiey do not want Christ
enough to give all they are and have in order to get him.

2. Christis made the Head of the corner anywagpite the rejection of men, Christ is made
the cornerstone of the only permanent and lasting building. God selected and elected
Him despite marAnd if man is to become a part of an eternal house that lasts forever
and that brings an abundance of life, he has to lay his life upon the foundation of Christ.

3. Unbelievers stumble over the stone of Christ. He is a rock that makes thefthe.
does this meani®hen people look at Jesus Christ, they stumble over Him; they do not
understand...

* how He could be anything other than a man just like the rest of us.

* how He could be born of a gin, God incarnate in human flesh.

* how He could live a sinless life, live without committing a single sin.

» how His death could be any more than the death of a martyr who died for a great cause.

* how His resurrection is anything but a tall tale made up by His followers to secure
more and more followers.

Simply stated, many people do not understand nor believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God, that He was sent into the world by God to save men; that He was able to live a
sinless life because He was the God-Man who had come to earth for that very purpose;
that He died and arose from the dead as the Perfect and Ideal Man so that His ideal
death and resurrection could cover man.

People just stumble over the facts or else they fall because Christ lays the burden of
total commitment upon maAfter all, if Jesus Christ is truly who He claimed to be,

we owe Him our lives- all that weare and haveMost men are not willing to give up
the right to their lives and properiyhey fall at this demand of Chrigtherefore, they
stumble over Him. But note:

=> to stumble means that we have tripped up and fallen, that we damage ourselves.

=> to fall means that we hurt ourselves.
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4. Note another fact: what we are stumbling oV& are actually stumbling over the
message, the velyord of God itselfWhat is so awful about thigthheWord of God
is the onlyincorruptible, imperishable seed earth that lives and stands forever (cp.
1 Pet. 1:225). If we reject the glorious gospel of GeWord, the glorious gospel
that Jesus Christ is the Foundatigarte of Gods building, then we are rejecting the
only hope of living foreveWe are appointing ourselves to a state of unbelief and
disobedience to Godhat is, we are steeping ourselves in more and more unbelief and
becoming harder and harder to the gospel are living lives that are becoming more
and more disobedient.

Luke 22:67“If you are the Christ, “ they said, “tell us.” Jesumnsweed, “If | tell
you, you will not believe me.”

John 3:11 “| tell you the truth, we speak of what we knamd we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testifnony

John 3:16-18"For God so loved the world that he gave his one anly Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have etdifeaFor God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the woddghrhim. Whoever
believes in him isot condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because he has not believed in the name of Goel'and only Son.”

John 3:36“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoeyects the Son
will not see life, for God'wrath emains on him.”

John 8:24“ told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am the
onel claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”

John 12:37Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in tlesiepce,
they still would not believe in him.

Heb 3:12See to it, wthers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieViagt that turns
away fom the living God.

Heb 4:11 Let us, thezfore, make evgreffot to enter thatest, so that no one will fall
by following their example of disobedience.

Jer 6:15"Ar e they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they have no shame at
all; they do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen; they will
be bought down when | punish them,” says thep. |l
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Introduction

Know who you areYou are not a people who stumble over Christ, a people who question
His claims and deity and refuse to believe HYiou are a people who believe Christ, a
people who are building your lives upon the Foundationé&of Gods Son.You have

taken your lives and laid them upon Him; you have entrusted your whole being into the
keeping of ChristTherefore, know who you are: you are the people of God, the people
He is building to live with Him forever and ev¢Bee 1 Pet. 2:8.)

I.  Know what kind of people you are. @).
ll.  Know what your purpose is: to declare His praise9)v
. Know what has happened to you 10).

l. 1 Peter 0209 A Chosen PeopleA Royal Priesthood

Know what kind of people you are.Once you believe in Gosl'Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, you become veryery special to Goou become special because you trust His
Son. God the Father has only one Son...

» only one Son who has Gaderfect nature, who is hglyghteous and pure,
loving, kind and gentle just as God is.

* only one Son who came to earth to save men by dying for them by showing them
how much God loves them.

God loves His Son so much that when a person trusts His &eatly believes and trusts
Him — God will do anything for that persohhe person becomes vewery special to
God. God takes all believers and does four wonderful things for them.

1. Believers become a “chosen peoplgéiiosekiektor). The Greek words actually
mean ahosen or elect rac®eter takes the term from the Qkestament where God
stated the same thing about Israel.

Isa. 43:20-21*My people, my chosen. The people | formedryself.”

The idea is that of a new race of people, a new species thas difitirely from the other
races upon eartfthis is a shocking statement to some people; nevertheless it is exactly
what theWord of God claims. God is actually creating a new race of people upon earth.
How? How can it be that believers from China, Rugsség, Africa, India, Europe,
theAmericas, the Islands, Canada and all the other nations of the world form a new
race of people? By the Spirit of Gakhe Spirit of God is changing people inwardly

not outwardly He is not changing facial and skin featuidsgese mean little; they are
only superficial diferences that change, age, perish, die and decay enagidly.
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God is changing people within their hearts and minds and lives, changing them where it
really matters. God implanting His divine natureithin believersWhen a person believes
in Jesus Christ, Gosl'divine nature is immediately implanted into his heart and life.

=>The person iporn again.

John 3:3In reply Jesus declad, “I tell you the tuth, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again.”

John 3:5-6Jesus answed, “I tell you the tuth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit.”

1 Pet 1:23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring wabiof God.

1 John 5:1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and every-
one who loves the father loves his child as well.

=>The person receivesanewed mind.

Rom 12:2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the enewing of your mind. Then you will be aldadst and apmve what God
will is — his good, pleasing angerfect will.

Rom 8:5Those who live accding to the sinful nater have theiminds set on what
that natue desies; but those who live in acaancewith the Spirit have their minds
set on what the Spirit dess.

=>The person becomesaw ceation.

2 Cor 5:17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a neveation; the old has gone,
the new has come!

Gal 6:15Neither cicumcision nor uncoumcision means anything; what counts is a
new ceation.

=>The person becomesaw person, a new self.

Eph 4:24And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness and
holiness.

Col 3:10ANnd have put on the new self, which is beerewed in knowledge in the
image of its Ceator

=>The person receivesn@w spirit.

Ezek 1:191 will give them an undivided heaand put a new spirit in them; | will
remove fom them their heaiof stone and give them a heaf flesh.
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Rom 6:4We wee theefore buried with him though baptism into death inaer that,
just as Christ was raiseddm the dead tlmugh the gloy of the Fatherwe too may
live a new life.

Rom 7:6But now by dying to what once bound us, we have beleased fvm the law
so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

(See Eph. 4:1-19 for the New Race of People God is creating.)

2. Believers become @yal priesthoodTo a person who has never given his life to Jesus
Christ, God seems far away andiofouter space someplace. God just does not seem
that concerned with human lif€here is no personal relationship and little, if,any
fellowship and communion with GoA.day by day relationship that praises and
honours God and brings oseaieeds to God and knows that God will meetneéds
— all this is missing to the person who has never committed his life to Christ. God
seems untouchable and unreachable and out of range of dagrto day ddirs.

Without Jesus Christ a person just has no access and no closenessliusdsdhe
reason men have always felt the need to have priests, a body of people who would
dedicate their lives to God and who would carry the needs of men before God. Men
have felt the need to have a representative before God, some godly priest who could
present his needs to God.

This is the glorious message of the gospel: when we receive Jesus Christ as our
Saviour God creates us into a royal priesthood. God makes a royal priest out of
everyone of us. He gives us open access into His presence forever akideeasaar
actually approach God anytime. In fact, God expects us to live in His presémce
fellowship, commune and walk in His presence all day every day

Note the word foyal,” a royal priesthoodl'his simply means that we are priests of
royalty, priests who belong to the Sovereign Majesty of the universe, the King of kings
and Lord of lordsWe are the priesthood of God Himself, the priests who rule and
reign with Christ and who serve and worship God face to face, day byalaby

hour andnmoment by moment\e are the priests who live and move and have our being in
His presence, who walk and live in open communion with Him.

Thought 1.How many of us actually walk and live in the presence of God like this?
How many know what it is to have anbroken communiowith God? How many
know what it is to be praying always? May God convict our hearts and stir us to
recommit our lives to prayer and communiemo praying always- to seeking an
unbroken communion and fellowship with Him every moment of the twenty four
hours of every day

1 Pet 2:5You also, like living stones, @abeing built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Godulh Jesus Christ.
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Rev 1:6And has made us to be a kingdom and priests @ $&s Godand Father— to
him be gloy and power for ever and evékmen.

Rev 20:6Blessed and holy arthose who have piain the firstresurection. The
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and
will reign with him for a thousand years.

Exo 19:6“Y ou w ill be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy natibme'se ag the
words you ae to speak to the Israelites.”

John 15:7“If you remain in me and my was remain in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be given you.”

2 Cor 10:3-5For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.
The weapons we fight witheanot the weapons of terld. On the contrar, they have
divine power to demolish stigholds We demolish aguments and evgipretension

that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ.

Eph 6:18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. Vkh this in mind, be alérand always keep on praying for all the saints.

Phil 4:6-8 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, msent yourequests to GodAnd the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, wijuard your heats and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, whatever is tre, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovelyhatever is admirable- if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy— think about such things.

1 Th 5:17Pray continually

Heb 10:22L et us draw near to God with a sinedreat in full assurancef faith, having
our heats sprinkled to cleanse ufn a guiltyconscience and having our bodies
washed with pue water

James 4:8Come near to God and he will come near to yoastWyour hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

3. Believers become laoly nation.This is a very meaningful title for believers. Just think
about it: God is building aew nationof people. He is drawing people from all over
the world, people from all theations of the world, and creating a new natidihat
Is the nation?t is theholy nationof God. Remember: the word “holyfidgiog means
separated, set apart andeliént.Any person who is willing to separate from the sin
and evil of this world and set his life apart unto God, God will take that person and
make him a citizen of His holy natiofhis is what holy means: to beféifent from
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the world, from its sin, evil and death. It means to be separated from the evil life of the
world and set apart to the holy life of Gddhe person who turns to God becomes a
citizen of Gods holy nation:

=> He serves the Sovereign Head of Gaahtion, even God Himself.
=> He obeys the laws of Gadhation.

=> He is dedicated to follow the customs and lifestyle of Godtion.
=> He speaks up for and defends the nation of God.

Exo 19:6“Y ou will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy natibnese ag the
words you ae to speak to the Israelites.”

Lev 11:451 am theLorp who bought you up out of Egypt to be your God; diere
be holy because | am haly

Isa 35:8And a highway will be ther it will be called the Ay of Holiness. The
unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in thayywvicked fools
will not go about on it.

Luke 1:74-75To rescue us &m the hand of our enemies, ancet@mble us to see
him without fear in holiness and righteousness leelffiim all our days.

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopmises, dear friends, let us purify ourselvesiievey-
thing that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness oetvelence for God.

Eph 4:24 And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness
and holiness.

1 Th 3:13May he stengthen your he#s so that you will be blameleasd holy in the
presence of our God and Father when ourd_desus comes with all his holy ones.

1 Pet 1:16For it is written: “Be holy because | am haly

2 Pet 3:10-1But the day of the Ldrwill come like a thief. Thiseavens will disappear
with a 1oar; the elements will be desyed by fie, and the edin and eveything in it will

be laid bae. Since evgthingwill be destoyed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? &u ought to live holy and godly lives as you lookvend to the dayof

God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruafithe heavens by
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.

4. Believers become a “people who belong to Gtaligeisperipoiesin. The Greek means...

* “apeople for God own possession” (A. RobertsonWord Pictuies In The New
Testament\ol. 6, p. 98).

* ‘“the people to be His very own” (Charles\Billiams. The New @&stament in the
Language of the Peoplélhe FourTranslation Newrestament.NewYork, 1966).
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* “apeople saved to be His own” (\am F. Beck.The New @&stament in the
Language of dday “The FourTranslation Newlestament.’NewYork, 1966).

This is a most precious thought: that God makes us His very own people, a very

special possession of His. Possession has the idea of value, of worth and preciousness.
We are more precious to God than all the precious gems and treasures of the world.
Possession also has the idea of provision, protection and sedlerdye Gods

possession, His very special people; therefore, He will provide and protect us and

make us secure in every sense of the word.

Exo 19:5Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you
will be my teasued possessiodlthough the whole edr is mine.

Deu 14:2For you ake a people holy to tHeorp your God. Out of all the peoples on
the face of the eén, theLorp has chosen you to be hisdisued possession.

Psa 100:3Xnow that theLorp is God. It is he who made us, and we his; we ag
his people, the sheep of his pastur

Luke 1:17“And he will go on befar the Lod, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to
turn the heats of the fathers to their childn and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous— to make eady a people ppated for the Lod.”

Acts 15:14Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking
from the Gentiles a people for himself.

Eph 1:13-14And you also werincluded in Christ when you heathe wod of truth,

the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, yowewearked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeingioieritance until theedemption

of those who & GodS possessios to the praise of his glgr

Titus 2:11-14For the grace of God that brings salvation hegspeaed to all

men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
contmolled, upright and godly lives in thisggent age, while we wait for the blessed
hope— the gloriousappearing of our ggat God and Savioudesus Christ, who gave
himselffor us to edeem us &m all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that
are his vey own, eager to do what is good.

1 Pet 2:9But you ae a chosen people, ayal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may de@dhe praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

Rev 21:3And | head a loud voice fsm the thone saying, “Now the dwelling of God
is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and be their God.
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1 Peter 02:09 RriesT, PRRIESTHOOR MEDIATOR

But you ae a chosen people, ayal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may de@dhe praises of him who called yo
out of darkness into his wonderful lighhtPeter 02:09

1%

A priest is a person who has access into SpEsence, who represents men before
God and God before men. He is a mediator between God and meferbesafrifices
and makes prayer to God for m&ihe priest was always looked upon as the one
person who could carry a marcase before God and God would accept the man
because of the priestintercession.

1. Throughout Israe$ history the high priest was the chief priest who essentially had
four functions.

=>He supervised the other priests.

=>He made a sin @dring (Lev 4).

=>He ofiered a sacrifice on the Day Afonement (Lev16).
=>He was shown the will of God (Num. 27:21; Neh. 7:65).

2. The development of the priesthood seems to have been as follows: at first, individuals
were priests (Gen. 448). Later on the head of a familysually the fathebegan
to serve as the priest (Gen. 8:20; 12:7; 13:8; 26:25; 3MB4gn God created the
nation Israel and gave Israel the law at Mount Sinai, He said that the nation was to
be unto God “a kingdom of priests” (Exo. 19:6). But Israel failed to obeysGod
law. So God turned to one family of Israg&fron’s family, and appointed them as
the priests who were to minister to the nation (Exo. 28:1; 2&\1624).

3. Inthe NewTestament Jesus Christ is said to be the perfect and eternal High Priest
of God Himself (see Heb. 7&:5; 10:218). The sacrifice which He tdred to
God for men was the death of Hims#&lfhat this means is this: Jesus Christ has
made the perfe@nd eternal sacrifice to God. He died for our sins, paid the penalty
and judgment of death for us. No other sacrifice by death has to be made. God has
accepted Chrisgt’sacrifice of Himsel- eternally

Before Christ the presence of God was said to dwell in the Most Holy Place of the
Tabernacle and@lemple. Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place and

that only once a yealt was separated from men by a veil. But when Christ died,
Scripture says that the veil was torn from top to botdgran act of Go@Mt. 27:51).
The torn vell is also said to be a symbol of Chsibthdy which was sacrificed or
torn upon the cross (Heb. 10:28)l believers now have access to God through
the death of Christ into the holiest of holies right along with Christ (Heb. 1229
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4. Since Christ, the individual believer has become his own priest before God; that
is, he has the right to approach God for himgefpriest, the believer has two
functions: he is to &ér intercession and he is tdafsacrifices to God. He make
the following sacrifices to God.

=> He sacrifices his own body (Rom. 12:1; Ph. 2Tiify. 4:6; Jas. |:27; 1 Jn. 3:16).
=> He sacrifices praise to God continually (Heb. 13:15; cp. Exo. 25:22).

=> He sacrifices his substance (Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:6]Jt03:14; Heb. 13:2, 16;
3 Jn. 58).

=> He sacrifices his service “to do good” (Heb. 13:16).

U)

II. 1 Peter 0209 Believets Purpose

Know what your purpose i8Vhy does God do so much for believersfere is one
supreme reason:

1 Pet 2:9bThat you may declarthe praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.

The statement “that you may declarkdfosexaggeiletemeans to speak forth; to tell out;

to publish abroad; to set forthhe word “praises’dretay means virtues, excellencies,

and the supreme and eminent qualities of God (Atdob§ The First Epistle General

of Peter“The Tyndale Newlestament Commentaries,” p. 10%he very task of the
believer is to witness for God, to share the glorious message oi\Batlis that message?
Note the verse: “the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful
light.” The message that we are to share is the glorious message of salvation. God will
deliver man out of darkness into the lighis is what He has done for believarkerefore,

we are to proclaim the glorious truth that God has saved us through the Light of the
world, through Jesus Christ Himself. He has saved us out of the darkness of sin and death
and delivered us into the light of eterniye shall live foreveMVe are to praise God,
proclaim the glorious message of His wonderful light or salvation.

Mark 16:15He said to them, “Go into all the world andgarch the good news to all
creation.”

2 Cor 4:13lIt is written: “I believed; theefore | have spoken.” Wth that same spirit of
faith we also believe and thedore speak.

2 Cor 5:20We ate theefore Christs ambassadors, as though Gedre making his
appeal though us. W imploe you on Chrisg behalf: Be econciled to God.

Acts 1:8"But you will receive powewhen the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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Acts 4:20“For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and.hear
Psa 66:168Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.

Isa 63:71 will tell of the kindnesses of therp, the deeds for which he is to be
praised, accating to all theLorp has done for us- yes, the many good things he has
done for the house of Israel, acdorg to his compassion and many kindnesses.

Mal 3:16 Then those who fezdl theLorp talked with each otheand the_oro listened
and head. A scioll of remembrance was written in hispence concerning those who
feared theLorp and honoued his name.

lll. 1 Peter 0210 Believers, The People of God
Know what has happened to ydwo great facts about believers are covered in this verse.

1. Inthe past believers were not a people, but now they have been made into the people
of God.This is striking languag&Vhat does it meanot to be a peop®Are
unbelievers not a people? It means to be without purpose and significance in life; to be
missing the very point of life, the very reason for living. It means God created man
and gave man life. If man does not live that life, then he is not living, not in the real
sense of living. He exists, but he is missing out on life, on what life really is. He is
missing the very purpose, meaning and significance of life. He shall never fulfil,
satisfy or complete the purpose of life.

But when a person comes to Go&on, when a person enters the light of Christ, God
saves him and gives him the light of life. He is given the light olipeirpose,

meaning and significance. He becomes a member of the people of God. He fulfils,
satisfies and completes life and all that life is meant to be.

John 1:12Yet to all who eceived him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become chilam of God.

Rom 8:15For you did not eceive a spirit that makes you a slave again tq fe#r
you received the Spirit of sonshisnd by him we ¢t “Abba, Father”

2 Cor 6:17-18Therefore come out &m them and be separate, says thelLdwuch
no unclean thing, and | willeceive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you will be
my sons and daughters, says thed Aimighty”

Gal 4:4-6But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law to redeem those under lathiat we mighteceive the full rights of sons.
Because you arsons, God sent the Spofthis Son into our hets, the Spirit who

calls out, “Abba, Fathet
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Deu 14:2For you ake a people holy to tHeorp your God. Out of all the peoples on
the face of the eén, theLorp has chosen you to be hisdisued possession.

Hosea 1:1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt | called my son.”

2. Inthe past believers had not received mdoay now they have received mercy
Before we were saved we were like everyone else: we ignored, neglected, cursed,
rebelled against and rejected G@ék refused to change our lives and to cry out for
the mercy of God: therefore, God could not have mercy upon us. But when we
repented and turned to God, God had mercy upon us and saved ugade tur sin
and neglect and brought us into His love and grace and gave us the glorious privilege
of living with Him forever God had mercy upon us and allowed us the glorious
privilege of becoming a member of the people of God.

Eph 2:4-9But because of his gat love for us, God, who is rich in nagrmade

us alive with Christ even when we weatead intransgessions- it is by grace you
have been savednd God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly ealms inChrist Jesus, in @er that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, egpsed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For
it is bygrace you have been savedptigh faith— and this not fom yourselvest is the

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

Titus 3:5He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mecy. He saved us tbugh the washing o&birth and enewal by the Holy Spirit.

Psa 103:1But from everlasting to everlasting the d&rlove is witithose who fear
him, and his righteousness with their chélids childien.

Lam 3:22-23Because of the Ldis great love we a not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. Theyearew ever morning; geat is your faithfulness.

Joel 2:13Rend your heart and not your garments. Return td.time your God, for
he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he
relents fom sending calamity

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like you, who mhims sin and fgjives theransgession of
the emnant of his inheritanced¥ do not stayngty forever but delight to show
mercy. H
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