THE QUESTIONABOUT THE RESURRECTION:
THE RESURRECTION DENIEDYET PROVEN
MATHEW 22:23-33

Introduction

It was still Tuesday of the Lord’last week. (Note the statement, “that
same day) On this daythe challenges to His authority had been pressing
in ever so heavily upon Him.

First, the chief priests and lay leaders (elders) had challenged His authority
(see Mt.21:2327). Christ had met the challengers head on and routed
them. In so doing, His mind had been focused upon His death andsisrael’
rejection.The very thought that Israel, in whom God had put so much
trust, was failing God by putting His Son to death was bound to be ripping
out the heart of Christ (see Mt. 21:38; 22:114).

Second, the Pharisees and Herodians (Hsrpdlitical party) had
attempted to discredit Christ by pitting Him either against the government
or the people (see Mt. 22:122).Again, Christ had met and routed His
challengers; but again, the struggle had been tiring and pressuring, hard
and heavy

Now, for a third time, the Lord was confronted and challenged; and again,
it was a diferent group who tried to outguwe and discredit Him. His
challengers were the Sadducees, the religious and political liberals of the
day As Mathew pointed out, “[They] say that there is no resurrection” (v
23). Luke added, “The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and
that there are neither angels, nor spirits” (&&se Baching of Pharisees

and Sadduceedt. 16:12; Sadduceeg\cts 23:8).Their liberal position
caused two things.
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1. It caused them to stumble at the spiritual and supernaithral
ridiculed and scorned both. In their minds, the teachings of Christ
lacked philosophical analysis and natural or scientific proof; therefore,
they were the teachings of an unthinking and illogical man.

2. Their liberal position caused them to feel threatened and to oppose
Christ. The people were flocking to Christ and soaking up His
teachingsThis meant the Sadducees were losing their grip on the
people; their position and wealth were being jeopardikkerefore,
they were compelled to attack and discredit Him before the people.

It was their liberal belieftheir denial of the spirit and of a spiritual world,
of life after death and of the resurrectidhat they used to attack Christ.

l. The Sadducees tried to discredit Chris2@).

Il.  The resurrection was denied and $edfat {v. 23-28).

. The resurrection was denied for two reason2%y.

IV.  The resurrection exceeds earthly relationship3Q)

V.  The resurrection has four basic proofs. @4+32).

VI. The resurrection causes astonishmerg23y.

I. Mathew22: 23 Sadducees

The Saducees had already opposed John the BaptiSt ffjiand Christ
(Mt. 16:1-12. Sed-alse Baching of Pharisees and Sadduc®s|6:12;
Sadducee#\cts 23:8).

II. Mathew22: 23-28 Sadducees Denied Resurrection

The resurrection was denied and dedf at by the Sadducees. Down
through the centuries many liberalnded men have continued in their steps
(see 1 Cp 15:1258; 2 P& 3:3-18). Note the gument of the Sadducees.
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1.

They used Mosefaw, the levirate lawas the basis of theirgarment

(Deu. 25:56). When a husband died without a son, the levirate law
said that his brother was to marry his wife and bear a son. Byhlaw

son was considered the fitsbrn son of the deceased brothéris
assured two things: (a) that the family name continued, and (b) that the
property holdings were kept in the familfis was a law that had been
given to help preserve and to egkthe nation of Israel (see Ruth 4:5).

The Sadducees then suggested a logical situation that could have arisen.

Note the words, “Now there were seven brothers amongd hs.first
brother married, but he died before bearing children. Each of the other
brothers obeyed the lalut each died before bearing a child. Finally
the woman died also.

The logical question was now asked, the question which in the
Sadduceeshind showed the absurdity of the resurrectidrey asked,
“Whose wife will she be?” Note three things by reading through verses
23-28 several times.

a. The situation was logical; but the spirit of questioning was cold
and coarse, egotistical and unbelieving, regrettable and revolting.
The unbelieves spirit is often selincriminating and seif
condemning.

b. The agument was thought to be irrefutable by the Sadduchey.
believed it pointed out just how foolish the idea of another world
was to the thinking person.

c. The Sadducees were thinking that the spiritual world would be
just like the physical world, that it would be nothing more than a
continuation of this world, both its natue and in its elationships.

As this point is closed, a picture of what the Scripture says about the
natural man, the man without the Spirit, is clearly seen.
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1 Cor 2:14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that
come fom the Spirit of God, for they@afoolishness to him, and he
cannot understand them, because theysairitually discerned.

Thought 1.Every generation has its Sadducees, those who are liberal
minded and who scbét the idea of the resurrection and of a spiritual
world. God knows this. He has always known that many would scof
and ridicule, so He has dealt with tissue in at least two extensive
passages of Scripture (11Cb5:1258; 2 Pé 3:3-18).

1 Cor 15:12But if it is peached that Christ has been raiseohirthe
dead, how can some of you say thatdli®eno esurection of the dead?

2 Pet 3:3-4First of all, you must understand that in the last days
scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil dssiThey
will say, “Where is this ‘cominghe pomised? Ever since our fathers
died, eveything goes on as it has since the beginning editoon.”

Thought 2. Todays aguments against the existence of a spiritual
world and resurrection arise from...

» logical and rational thought

» philosophical positions

» anatural and scientific hypothesis

¢ humanistic beliefs

» an unwillingness to change oadifestyle

» afear of rejection and ridicule by orgieers

» arefusal to admit that oreeformerposition wasvrong

Thought 3. Most unbelief in the spiritual world arises not from a
thinking position, but from a worldly position. Few study through
both the natural and spiritual positions. Most just love the world and
thethings of the world so much that they wish to reject the restraints
which the spiritual world puts upon them.
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. Mathew 22: 29 Reasons for the Denial of Resurrection

Christ said very pointedly to the Sadducees and to all who followed their
liberal position: “You are in errorYou deny the resurrection for two
erroneous reasons.”

1. “You do not know the Scriptured.he Scriptures are plain and clear
They leave no doubt that there is a spiritual wetltht there is to be
a resurrection into the spiritual world or spiritual dimension of being.

Job 19:25-271 know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he
will stand upon the e#én. And after my skin has been desed, yet

in my flesh | will see God; | myself will see him with my own eyes - I,
and not anotheHow my hedryearns within me!

Isa 26:19But your dead will live; their bodies will riseolY who
dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for. [dyur dew is like the dew
of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead.

Dan 12:2Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake:
some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

John 5:25%| tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who
hear will live.”

John 5:28-29“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when
all who ae in their graves will hear his voice and come out - those
who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil
will rise to be condemned.”

John 6:40“For my Fathers will is that eveyone who looks to the
Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise him up
at the last day
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John 11:25 Jesus said to hgfl am the esurection and the life. He
who believes in me will live, even though he dies.”

Acts 24:15AndI have the same hope in God as these men, that ther
will be a resurection of both the righteous and the wicked.

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesusnfrthe dead is
living in you, he who raised Christim the dead will also give life to
your motal bodies though his Spirit, who lives in you.

1 Cor 15:22For as inAdam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

2 Cor 4:14Because we know that the one who raised the lesus
from the dead will also raise us with Jesus arebent us with you in
his presence.

1 Th 4:16For the Lod himself will come downdm heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of thelaangel and with the timpet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

Psa 49:13But God will edeem my life &dm the grave; he will sety
take me to himself. (see Psa. 71:20; H@&s14)

Thought 1.There are three reasons why a persay not know the
Scriptures.

1) He simply has nattudiedthe Scriptures, noeally studied.

2) He does not believe the Scriptures. He rejects the Scripture as
God'sWord.

3) He does not take the Scriptures for what theyldayspiritualizes
or allegorizes them.

2. “You do not know the power of God'here are three reasons why a

person does not know the power of God.
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a. Heisignorant of God. He knows nothing about God and seldom,

if ever, gives any thought to God and His power

He does not believe in God or His powéte refuses to
acknowledge God’eternal power and Godhead seen in creation
and goes abougteatinggods of his own (both mental and physical
images). (See Ro. 1:2032.) He refuses to acknowledge the
picture of nature that clearly illustrates the resurrection:

1 Cor 15:36-38How foolish! What you sow does not come to life
unless it dies. When you somu do not plant the body that will

be, but just a seed, gaps of wheat or of something else. But
God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed
he gives its own body

He believes, but his belief in God and His power is weak. He
cannot picture much happening beyond the physical world and
the power of natural laws.

Thought 1.The idea of a spiritual world is perplexing to the natural
man. Just imaginéVhile we are sitting here surrounded by all that
we see...

there is another world, a spiritual world, an unseen spiritual
dimension of being that actually exists.

there is a spirit, the real life within our bodiésat is destined to
exist forever

there is to be a resurrection of all the dead bodies that have been
lying scattered and decaying in the graves for ages and ages. God
shallcall all the parts of decayed bodies back together again, no
matter where they are scattered, and these bodies shall be perfected
and glorified to live and work again. How can He do such a thing?
By theWord of His poweias God.
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Thought 2.When we really think about the facts of the resurrection,
two confessions have to be made by every man, believer and
unbeliever

1) The natural marnthat is man within himself and his worlcian
never knowabout a spiritual world. He is bound by the physical
and material world of which he is a part. He can only think and
guess and theorize that a spiritual world exists and speculate on
details such as a resurrection. Man cannot, while living in this
world, penetrate the spiritual world with his body to scientifically
prove the existence of the spiritual world.

2) God alone can reveal the reality of the spiritual dimension and the
fact that a resurrection will take place. Such can be known and
experienced only by the power of God. No man has the power to
bring it about. If a resurrection is to take place, Gadwer will
have to do it.

Thought 3. By its very nature of permanence, the spiritual world
supersedes and becomes much more important than the physical and
dying world. Therefore, the spiritual world demands that man give
pre-eminenceto it. It is these demands that man rebels against.
Therefore...

» ascientific society questions what it cannot prove

* a materialistic society questions what it cannot use to satisfy its
lust for more

« animmoral society questions what it fears will correct its bebavio
« aworldly society questions what it fears will restrain its pleasure

* a power society questions what it fears will loosen its grip and
lessen its authority
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IV. Mathew?22:30 Resurrection, Spiritual Dimension

Christ said that the resurrection exceeded earthly relationshes.
Sadducees did not know the Scriptures nor the power o\&3oeh they
thought of being resurrected into another world, they simply saw life
continuing on as it does nowhey pictured heaven as being just a
continuation of this worldvery simply they could not conceive that the
qualities of life would be changed and that man would be given a totally
new environment in which to live.

Christ said two things.

1. Future life and relationships shall exceed earthly relationsieypsn
the bond of marital relationship$he strong union and bond of
marriage will not be less, it will be greater and stronger

2. Future life and relationships shall be equal to that experienced by the
angels and God'his means at least two things. (Note: Christ had just
admitted the existence of angels, refuting the disbelief of the liberal
minded Sadducees.)

a. Heavenly life and relationships will be perfect. In heaven our
relationships will not cease to bEhey will be changed in that
selfishness and sin will notfatt our love and lives. Our love will
be perfected; thus, we shall love everyone perfecthife on this
earth will not be loved as she was on this eairfiperfectly She
shall be loved more and loved perfectveryone will love
everyone else perfectlsod will change all relationships into
perfection, even as the relationships between angels and God are
perfected.
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b. Heavenly life and relationships shall be eterfkre will be no
ending of relationships man and wife will always have the other
to love. One shall not cease to be (die) before the other (as is the
case now). Everyone will always have everyone else to love. God
will change the brief time we have with each other now into an
eternal relationshipMe shall enjoy the presence of each other
eternally even as the relationship between angels and God is
enjoyed eternally

Thought 1.Two warnings must always be issued when thinking of
heaven and eternal life.

1) A person camaterializeheaven anttumanizesternal life; that
is, we can conceive heaven to be nothing more thglordied
world and eternal life to be nothing more than physical life plus a
little more.This was the mistake of the Sadducees and is often the
concept pictured by liberal thinkers when they hear about the
resurrection.

2) A person candealizeheaven andllegorizeeternal life We can
think of heaven as little more than an ideal land for which we
should seek and toward which we should direct our |1Aled.we
can think of eternal life as little more than a utopian state of being,
a utopian dream of an indefinite quality of floating around and
being free of trouble and trials.

The teaching of Scripture or of Ged'evelation must always be kept in
mind when thinking of heaven and eternal life. Scripture teaches that the
very nature of things will be changed.
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1. Heaven is said to be a spiritual dimension, a real world of being, and

Scripture declares that the heavens and earth shall one day be MarEw 19:28 dpeinG (KRiNo), ETERNAL LIFE

transformed into that spiritual dimension of beiiipere will be a f Jesus said to them, “I tell you thauth, at the enewal OfN
new heavens and earth, a perfect and eternal heavens and earth (2 Pet. all things, when the Son of Man sits on his gloriousriay
3:313; Rev2Ll, 5). you who have followed me will also sit on twelveties,
2. Eternal life is said to be life that shall exist forever in the spiritual judging the twelve tribes of IsraelMathew 19:28

dimension of beingThe Scripture says: - g

To judge, govern, direct; to administefaarfs, supervise, and oversee.
1 Cor 15:42-44So will it be with theesurection of the dead. The The assignment of responsibilityf duties, of work to be done is
body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; itis sown in being taught herdhere is to bgudging, that is, governing, giving
dishonourit is raised in gloy; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in direction and supervision and oversight throughout etei@hyist
powers itis sown a natural boglyt is raised a spiritual bodyf there told the apostles that they would govern and oversee Israel. Paul
is a natural bodythee is also a spiritual bodysee 1 Th. 5:13-18) said that believers would direct and oversee the world and angels
1 Cor 15:49-54And just as we have borne the likeness of thialyar (1 Cor 6:23).All this activity and responsibilityof course, is under
man, so shall we bear the likeness of the mam freaven. | declar the direction of Christ.

to you, bothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, | tell
you a myster. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - in a
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable,
and the maal with immotality. When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the nialrwith immotality, then the saying
that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in
victory.”

For some unknown reason we so often picaiegnal lifeas some
dreamy sleep or sersbnscious type of existend&/e think of it as
some future existence that puts us on dyflafoud upon which we
float in an eternal state of inactivitwhy man cannot accept thg
simple statement of Christ that life is to be eternal iScdit to

understand. Eternal life is life that goes on and’bere is, however
one basic dference: life shall be perfectegerfected in bodynind,

and spirit. It is life lived in the midst of a new heavens and earth
(perfected} life lived before Christ and responsible to Christ in all

that it is assigned (Jn. 3:16; 5:24; Rom. 82B9 2 Pet. 3:9418; 1 Jn.
(SeeJudging, Eternal LifeMt. 19:28; Eternal Life,Jn. 17:2-3; 5:11-13; Rev21:1). O

Deleverance trm Death2 Tim. 4:18. See Jn. 1:4.)

117
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JoHN 17:02-03 ETERNAL LIFE (AINIOS)

“For you granted him authority over all people that h
might give eternal life to all those you have given hi
03 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.’
John 17:0203

Life, real life. Itis the very life of God Himself. Itis the very emer
force, being, essence, principle, and power of life. It has more t
with quality and with what life really is than with duratidm. live
forever in the present world is not necessarily a good tfiihg.
world and mars body need changinghat changed life is found
only in eternal lifeThe only being who can be said to be eterna
God.Therefore, life supreme life is found only in GodTo possess
eternal life is to know God. Once a person knows God and J
Christ whom He has sent, that person has eternaliégeshall live
forever But more essential, the person has the supreme quali
life, the very life of God Himself.

John 3:14-15'Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so
Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him
have eternal life.”

John 3:36“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoe
rejects the Son will not see life, for God/rath emains on him.”

John 5:24 tell you the truth, whoever hears my wband believes
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he
crossed over i death to life.”
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John 6:40“For my Fathers will is that eveyone who looks to the
Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise |
up at the last day

John 11:25-28Jesus said to hgil am the resurection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and who
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this@s;"Y
Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you arthe Christ, the Son o
God, who was to come into the world\ihd after she had said this
she went back and called her sister Maside. “The &acher is

here,” she said, “and is asking for you.”

John 12:25“The man who loves his life will lose it, while the ma
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”

Rom 5:21So that, just as sirergned in death, so also grace migl
reign thiough righteousness to bring eternal lifedgh Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Gal 6:8 The one who sows to please his sinful regtéiom that
nature will reap destuction; the one who sows to please the Spi
from the Spirit will eap eternal life.

2 Tim 1:10But it has now beerevealed though the appearing of
our SaviouyChrist Jesus, who has dested death and hasdught
life and immotality to light thiough the gospel.

1 John 3:14We know that we have passeanhfrdeath to life, because

we love our bothers.Anyone who does not lovennains in death.

1 John 5:11-12And this is the testimony: God has given us eter
life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he
does not have the Son of God does not havedife.

nm

ever

N

nt

-

it

14

nal
who

Mathew22:23-33 14



The Question abolthe Resurrectionfhe Resurrection Denied, yet Proven

2 TimoTtHy 04:18
DEeLIVERANCE FRoM DeEaTH, ETERNAL LIFE

“The Lord will rescue me &m evey evil attack and will
bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom him be gloy
for ever and eveAmen.” 2 Timothy 04:18

The phrase “will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom” is a picture
of God transporting Paul right through this world into the next world.
It is the picture of time of unbroken time. God preserves Paul right
through time into eternityn one moment of time, Paul is living in
this world, conscious and aware; but within the same momeat
split second he is transported into Gadheavenly kingdonThat
one moment of time happens quicker than the blinking of an |eye
(112/100 of a second). Just imagifiélere is no loss of consciousness,
no experience or awareness of death. One moment Paul is a cjtizen
of this world, and within the same split moment he stands before the

Lord as a citizen of His kingdom (2 C&6-8). It is the beautiful
picture of the believer never having to taste death. (See Cel; 3;1
Heb. 2:9; cp. 2 Cob:58.) O

V. Mathew22: 31-32 Proofs of the Resurrection
Jesus said the resurrection had four basic proofs.

1. God had spoken and revealed the truth of the resurrection\id#is
(see Job. 19:26; Ez87:If; Dan. 12:2)The Sadducees held only to
the first five books of Moses as Getlord, that is, Genesis through
Deuteronomy (seSadducee#\cts23:8).Therefore, Christ used this
Scripture to prove the resurrection.
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Note three facts about what Christ said: “Have youreatl what
God said to you?” (\31).

a. Christ said that God had spoken to man; God had revealed the
truth to man in the Scripture.

b. Christ said the Scriptuie God’s Word.

c. Christ questioned why they had not read what God had spoken.
“Have you not read” hints that they were without exci$ey
should have read and understood; therefore, they should have
known the truth of the resurrection (and all other truths) as God
had revealed it.

. God is; God existslhe fact thatsod isproves the resurrectiomhe

Greek (ego eimi) means the seKistent, eternal One (séeis I”
(eimi), Jn. 6:20; 18:46).

Mat 22:32*“| am the God ofAbraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob’ ? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewaids those who earnestly seek him.

Since God is, He possesses omnipotent pewewer that is perfect
and eternal. God can do anything, and He can do it perfectly and eternally
He can call the elements of a decayed body back together again and
raise it up to live in the spiritual world both perfectly and eternally

Note carefully: the gument forGods being(living) is irrefutable.

Note carefully the great passage in Ephesians dealing with the spiritual
blessings that are ours in Christ: “In whom we were also chosen...in
order thatve...might b&(Eph. 1:1-12).
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The resurrection is a fact. It will be experienced by all men of all ages
becausé&od is.God has willed to give us an inheritancédégthat is,

to live eternally with HimWe shall undego a transformation of nature,

a transformation of perfection and permanefay this reason, we
need to pay close attention to what Scripture says: “And without faith
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe thahe [God] existsand that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him” (He 11:6).

We must believe that God is, and that He is a rewarder of those who
earnestly seek after Him; that is, He rewards all who seek to live
eternally with Him.

Phil 3:11 And so, somehoio attain to theasurection fom the dead.

. God is the God oAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Christ meant at least
two things in this point.

a. God’s relationships are active relationships not inactive. God says,
‘I am the God of...,” not “I was the God of....” His relationships
with His people are continuou$hey are maintained. God is
eternal; therefore, He creates and maintains eternal, active
relationships. God’ people enter into the spiritual realm of His
presence and actively relate to Hifite resurrection is a fact.

b. God’s relationships are good and rewardifige patriarchs of old
were promised rewards, personal rewards (sde Hel316).
There has to be a resurrection if our relationship with God is good
and rewardingTo die and be left dead as a decayed corpse is not
good nor rewardingdAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob have a good and
rewarding relationship with God@lhey are alive, more alive than they
were while on earth, for they are now perfected and etéiref.are
with God HimselfAnd so shall we bélhe resurrection is a fact.
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4. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. God is the God of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, not the God of dead, decayed corpses.
When Moses wrote these words, the three patriarchs had been dead
for many years. If they were dead, God was not their God. Since He
was their God, they were alive, living in Gegiiresence and living in
relationship to Him, perfect and eterrithere is to be a resurrection.

Rom 14:7-9For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies
to himself alone. If we live, we live to the djpand if we die, we die

to the Lod. So, whether we live or die, we belong to thelLBor

this ver reason, Christ died aneturned to life so that he might be
the Lod of both the dead and the living.

Christ makes one point, and makes it very clearly: since God exists,
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.

Acts 26:8Why should any of you consider it iedible that God raises
the dead?

Acts 24:15And | have the same hope in God as these men, that ther
will be a resurection of both the righteous and the wicked.

Note what Scripture says about the resurrection.

1. Note the emphatic statements of Christ:

John 5:29And come out - those who have done good will rise to live,
and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.

John 6:39-40, 44, 54And this is the will of him who sent me, that |
shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the
last day For my Fatheis will is that eveyone who looks to the Son
and believes in him shall have eternal life, and | will raise him up at
the last day “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me
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draws him, and | will raise him up at the last ddyVhoever eats my
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up at
the last day

John 11:25-26Jesus said to hell am the resurection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

. Note the personal testimony of Paul.

Acts 23:6Then Paul, knowing that some of themeng@adducees and

the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “Mytars, | am

a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. | stand on trial because of my hope
in the resurection of the dead.”

Acts 24:14-15, 2FHowever | admit that | worship the God of our
fathers as a follower of theal which they call a sect. | believe
evemthing that agees with the Law and that is written in thephets,

and | have the same hope in God as these men, thatwllebe a
resurection of both the righteous and the wicked, unless it was this
one thing shouted as | stood in theiepence: ‘It is concerning the
resurection of the dead that | am on trial bedorou today”

. Note the unquestionable teaching of Scripture.

Rom 6:51f we have been united with him like this in his death, we
will certainly also be united with him in hissurection.

Rom 8:1L And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesusnirthe dead is
living in you, he who raised Christim the dead will also give life to
your motal bodies though his Spirit, who lives in you.

1 Cor 6:14By his power God raised the lcbfrom the dead, and he
will raise us also.
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1 Cor 15:12-14But if it is peached that Christ has been raiseahfr
the dead, how can some of you say thaktieeno esurection of the
dead? If thee is no esurection of the dead, then not even Christ has
been raisedAnd if Christ has not been raised, oueaching is useless
and so is your faith. (cp. 1 Cdr5:12-58)

2 Cor 4:14Because we know that the one who raised the lesus
from the dead will also raise us with Jesus arebent us with you in
his presence.

Phil 3:11 And so, somehowo attain to theasurection fom the dead.

1 Th 4:16-18For the Lod himself will come downdm heaven, with

a loud command, with the voice of thetaangel and with theampet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise firgtfter that, we who
are still alive and ae left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Ldrn the air And so we will be with the Lar
forever Theefore encourage each other with these dgor

Heb 11:35Wbmen eceived back their dead, raised to life again. Others
were tortured and efused to beeleased, so that they might gain a
better esurection.

Rev 20:5-§The est of the dead did not come to life until the thousand
years wee ended.) This is the firsgsurection. Blessed and holyear
those who have ptin the first esurection. The second death has no
power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and
will reign with him for a thousand years.

4. Note the reactions of men to the resurrection (see Pei83:3
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Acts 4:1-2The priests and the captain of the temple duard the

Sadducees came up to Peter and John while theyspeaking to the There are several Am's” claimed by Christ.

people. They wergeatly disturbed because the apostlesateaching =>1Am the Messiah (Jn. 4:26).

the people and pclaiming in Jesus theesurection of the dead. =>|Am (It is I); dont be afraid (IJn. 6:20).
Acts 17:18A group of Epicuean and ®ic philosophers began to =>1Am the Bread of Life (Jn. 6:35).
dispute with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to =>| Am fromAbove (Jn. 8:23).

say?” Others emarked, “He seems to be advocatingign gods.”
They said this because Paul wasarhing the good news about Jesus
and the esurection.

=> | Am the Light of théNorld (In. 8:12; 9:5; 12:46).

=> | Am beforeAbraham was born, | am (eternal) (Jn. 8:58).
=> | Am the Gate or Door (Jn. 10:7).

=> | Am the Good Shepherd (Jn. 10:14).

=> | Am the Gods Son (Jn. 10:36).

=> | Am the Resurrection and Life (Jri:25).

=> | Am the Lord andleacher (Jn. 13:13).

JoHn 06: 20 “Iris1” (Emi) => | Am theWay, theTruth, and the Life (In. 14:6).

=> | Am theTrueVine (Jn. I5:1).

=> | Am theAlpha and the Omega (R€el.8).

1 Cor 15:12But if it is peached that Christ has been raiseahirthe
dead, how can some of you say thatdleno esurection of the dead?

Phil 3:7, 11 But whatever was to mygiit | now consider loss for the sake
of Christ, and so, somehptw attain to theesurection fom the dead.

{ But he said to them, “ltis |; donbe afraid” John 06:20}

This is one word in the Gree&imi, which is simply “IAM” (In. => | Am the First and the Last (Relz17).
18:6). Jesus was saying AM” has come- fear not. He was reminding
the disciples who He was the Son of God Himself. He possessed all VI. Mathew?22: 33 Resurrection

power; therefore, there was no need to.féars was the same
message that God gave to Moses at the burning busi, WHO |
AM” (Exo. 3:13-15, esp. 14). It was the same message that Jesus
used as a defence against the religionists, “Béforaham was born, 1. The believer is amazed that God would love him so much.
I am” (Jn. 8:58). It is the same message that Col-1718aims for
Him; and it is the same message that is proclaimed by the book of
RevelationHe “who is and was and is to cdi{iRev. 1:4, 8; 1:17; 16:5).

The glorious hope of the resurrection not only caused amazement in
Christ’s day it causes amazement today

2. The unbeliever is amazed at such an idea as the resurrection, that
anyone could believe such a thiflj.
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MaTHEW 16:12
FALSE TEACHING OF THE PHARISEESAND SADDUCEES

What is the yeast, the false teaching, of the Pharisees and Sadd
that is, the religionists?ery simply put, it is just what the disciple
finally understood: the doctrine (teachings) of the religionigisy
fermented, soured, and brought disease to everyone they toy
(seePharisees, Saduceds;ts 23:8; see Mk. 8:15).

The Pharisees believed in a personal God and in the Scriptu
God's Word to man, but thegdded toGod's Word (see Lk. 6:2).
They added rules and regulations, rituals and ceremonies laying U
restrictions upon mas’behaviourThis led to three gross errors.

1. Itled people to think that their good behaviour and their religic
rituals and ceremonies made them acceptable toAS@digion

Lcees,
S

ched

re as

ndue

DuUS

of good works of trying to do enough good to become acceptable

to God- was being depended upon for righteousness.

2. Itledto areligion of social respectabilign external religion. If
a person were respected socially and did all the right things,
he was judged acceptable to God.

3. It led to an attitude and an air of saljhteousness. If a persol
kept the rules and regulations, he naturally felt righteous

sometimes demonstrated fthere was a dependence upon

then

-

and

himself, upon keeping the right rules and thereby becomning

righteous.

The Sadducees or Herodians were the liberal minded of their
Their yeast or false teaching was twofold.
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1. Theytook awayfrom GodsWord, denying all Scripture excepk

the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Tddtament.

2. They were the free thinkers, the rationalists, the secularists,
the materialistic minded of their dayhus they were willing to
collaborate with the Romans in doing away with Jewish cult
and in establishing Roman and Greek culture. Because of
Rome placed their leaders in the governing positions
Sanhedrin) and gave them wealilmeir worldly mindedness,
their secular philosophgnd their liberal theology were always
threat to any man (see Mt. 1612).

Mat 7:15“Watch out for false mphets. They come to you in sheej

clothing, but inwadly they ae feiocious wolves.”

Mat 5:19 “Anyone who beaks one of the least of thes
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be ¢

and

ure
this,
the

e
alled

least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches

these commands will be calleckgt in the kingdom of heaven.”

Mat 15:9 “They worship me in vain; their teachingsealbut ules
taught by men.”

Acts 20:30Even fom your own number men will arise and distar

the truth in oder to draw away disciples after them.

Rom 10:3Since they did not know the righteousness that co

nes

from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to

Gods righteousness.

Rom 16:18For such people & not seving our Lod Christ, but
their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive
minds of naive people.

the
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Eph 4:14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and farth AcTs23:08 BDDUCEES
by the waves, and blown leeaind thee by evey wind of teaching

and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. The Sadducees were the religious and political liberals of Ghrist

day They were the wealthyhe aristocratic, the governing class of
1 Tim 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon leaders in Israel. Many Sadducees served on the rsagjonerning
the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demans. body, the Sanhedrifthe Chief Priest himself was usually a Sadducee
who presided over the Sanhediihe Sanhedrin ruled the people i
behalf of the Roman empire (Acts £15:17).The Romans readily
saw to it that the Sadducees held the positions of leadership in the

=]

1 Tim 4:2 Such teachings come ttugh hypocritical liars, whose
consciences have been shas with a hot an.

Titus 1:10-11 For there ar many ebellious people, mertalkers nation, for the Sadducees favoured Greek customs over Jewish
and deceivers, especially those of thewsincision goup. They must customsAnd they aided the Romans in doing away with religious
be silenced, because they amining whole households by teaching practices and instituting Greek and Roman customs (Hellenism).

things they ought not to teach - and that for the sake of dishonest gain. They are thought to have arisen out of the same struggle as the

2 Pet 2:1But thee wee also false mphets among the people, just Pharisees around B C 175. Howeveey were always the fewest in
as thee will be false teachers among you. They willeticmtroduce number among the various sects of Jewish belief.
destuctive heesies, even denying the saign Lod who bought

o : . Several things should be noted.
them - bringing swift destruction on themselves.

' . 1. The Sadducees were secular and materialistic mifitlegl.were
1 John 2:18-19Dear childen, this is the last hour; and as you haye the independent thinkers, the rationalists of their day

head that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have
come. This is how we know it is the last hdtey went out®m us,
but they did noteally belong to us. For if they had belonged to us,
they would haveamained with us; but their going showed that none
of them belonged to us. 3. For the most part they denied the supernatural: the resurrection
and miracles, life after death, and the existence of beings in ather
dimensions such as angels and spirits (Mt. 2428 23:8).To

them there was no heaven or hell, no existence whatsoever except

2. They were heavily entrenched in the priesthood of Jesus’ |[day
(seéActs 4:12; 5:17).They readily collaborated with the Roman
government in order to protect their position, pqwed wealth.

1 John 2:22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is|the
Christ. Such a man is the antichrist - he denies the Father and the|Son.

2 John 1:7Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ on this earthA man died and was annihilated, just ceased to
as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the warg.such person exist. There was no such thing as rewards or punishment in an
Is the deceiver and the antichrist. afterlife, no eternal lifeq
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