TEST 1: EXPERIENCING
GOD’S INCREDIBLE LOVE
1 buN 03:01-03

Introduction

Thelove of God— there is no greater subjectthre entireworld. Why? Because if God

loves us, it means that He is not fariafouter space someplace. It means that God is not
distant, unreachable and unconcerned with the world. It means that God is not mean
andvengeful, that He does not cause all the bad things that happen to us, things such as
accidentsdiseases and death. It means that God is not hovering over us looking for every
mistake we make so that He can punish us.

On the contrarysince God is love, it means that He is bound to show us His love and act
for us. It means...

» that God cares and looks after us.
» that God will help us through all the trials and temptations of life.
» that God will save us from the sin, evil, corruption and death of this world.

» that God will provide a way for us to be delivered from the coming judgment of
His holy wrath against sin.

But note: if God loves us and has demonstrated His love to us, then He must expect us to
respond. He must expect us to love Him. Love expects to be loved in return. In fact, if
someone loves us and we do not receive his love, then his love never touglies us.

never experience his lovéo know love, we must receive love and share it. God loves

us, but we have to receive His love in order to experiendéeithave to enter a loving
relationship with God in order to know the love of God. If we do not (®wd, then we

can never know or experience Getbve for us. His love will never touch us. It is
absolutely essential that we love God if we wish to experience the love of God.

But note this: few people truly love Gotherefore, they have to walk through life
without knowing Gods love and care.

=> They have to face all the terrible trials and temptations of life aldres; have no
help except what help man can givVeey have rejected the love and help of God.

=> They have to face dgiring and sorrow and the death of loved ones all alimey do
not have the supernatural power of God to HEhgy have rejected His love.

=> They have to confront death without really knowing if God is on the other side waiting
to judge them.

=> They have no hope beyond this life, feeling that this life may be all, but not quite sure,
wondering if perhaps there might be something after death.
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We could go on and on listing the things that a person has to face if he does not love God.
And note: he has to face them all alone. But thanks be to God, He loves the world. He
loves all of usTherefore, any of us who want to know Gotive and care can do #dl

we have to do is respond to His levepen up our lives and receive His love and love

Him in return.

This is the discussion of this section of Jahetter: the love of God and our love for

Him. How can we really tell if we love God? How can we make sure that God is pleased
with us, with what love we show HinThere are six tests that measure our love for God,
six tests that will show if and how much we love God (1 Jr431).The first test is the
discussion of the present passage: Have we experiencesliGaddible love?

l.  The privilege of Go® love: we are called children of God 1.
Il. The great hope and mystery of Goldive: eternal transformation @).
lll. The incentive of God'love: purity (v3).

I. 1John 0301 Believers, Children of God

There is the great privilege of Gedbve, the great privilege of being called dmddren

of God.Think how astounding this is, to be called a child of the Supreme Majesty of the
universe, of the Supreme Intelligence and Power that created all thimggs.is no

greater privilege than to be called a child of Gbao significant points are made.

1. ltis the love of God that has given us the privilege of adoption. No man is a child of
God because of any merit or work of his own. Man has rebelled against God.

Man has chosen to go his own way in life and to do his own thing. He has wanted little
if anything to do with God. He has not wanted the restraints of God upon his life; he has
preferred to make his own way through liféerefore, man has rebelled against God:

=> ignored God => neglected God => cursed God
=> disbelieved God => rejected God => denied God
=> disobeyed God

It is this that makes the love of God so amazing. It was while we were rebelling and
opposing God- while we were sinners and enemies of Godhile we were standing
against God- while we were in wrath and hostile with Gedvhile we wanted little

if anything to do with God- that God lavished His love upon us.

Rom 5:6You see, at just the right time, when weenstll powerless, Christ died for
the ungodly

Rom 5:8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we widfr
sinners, Christ died for us.
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Rom 5:9-10Since we have now been justified by his blood, how muahshahl we
be saved tim Gods wrath though him! For if, when we weiGods enemies, we
were reconciled to him tlmugh the death of his Son, how muchembaving been
reconciled, shall we be saveddhgh his life!

Note that God love is the giving of His Son to the world. God lavishillove upon

us by giving His Son to die for our sivge know that God loves us because He gave His
Son to die for us. It is the death of JeShsist that makes it possible for us to become
children of God. How?

When Jesus Christ took our sins upon Himself, our sins were removed from us.

When Jesus Christ died and paid the penalty for our sins, the penalty was removed
from us.

Therefore, God is able to receive us as righteous men and women, as being free of sin.
When Jesus Christ died for our sins, He removed all sin from us; He freed us of sin.
Therefore, God is able to accept us intofllmily, the family of God. God is able to
adopt us as children of God.

John 1:12Yet to all who eceived him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become chilam of God.

Rom 8:15For you did not eceive a spirit that makes you a slave again tq fa#r
you received the Spirit of sonshisnd by him we ¢t “Abba, Father”

2 Cor 6:17-18Therefore come out &m them and be separate, says thelLduch
no unclean thing, and | willeceive you.” “| will be a Father to you, and you will be
my sons and daughters,” says the d.atmighty

Gal 4:4-6But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law to redeem those under lathat we mighteceive the full rights of sons.
Because you arsons, God sent the Spafthis Son into our hets, the Spirit who

calls out, “Abba, Fathet

The world does not know nor understand believEngs explains why believers are
ridiculed, mocked, ignored, opposed, abused, rejected and persecuted by the world.
The persecution may come at work, at school, in the neighbourhood or anywhere else;
the world just does not understand why believers act and live the way thidyedo.

world does not understand...

* why believers separate themselves from the pleasures and things of the world.

» why believers deny themselves and live sacrificially so that they can carry the
message of Christ to the world and meet the needs of the desperate.

» why believers go to church so much and talk so much about Christ.
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Note why the world does not understand believers: because the world did not know
Jesus ChrisiThink about it: Gods very own Son came into the world, but the world
did not know HimThey wanted nothing to do with Him; they rejected Him. Now if
the world rejected Jesus Christ, Godéry own Son, they are bound to reject God’
adopted childrenlhe world is just unwilling to recognize and acknowledge that God
is righteous and pure and juShey want nothing to do with a lifestyle that demands
all that a persors and hasThey are just unwilling to give sacrificially to carry the
gospel around the world and to meet the needs of the Wwg.do not understand
the nature of believers that they are the children of God; that they can live no other
life than that of following Godwhy? Because believers know God in all of His love
and the majesty of His beinghis the world cannot understand.

Mat 10:17 “Be on your guad against men; they will hand you over to the local
councils and flog you in their synagogues.”

Mat 24:9“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you
will be hated by all nations because of me.”

John 15:20“Remember the wals | spoke to you: ‘No seaint is geater than his
master If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey yours also.”

Phil 1:29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for him.

1 Th 3:3So that no one would be unsettled by these trials Kifow quite well that
we wee destined for them.

2 Tim 3:121In fact, eveyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted.

Heb 12:3Consider him who ended such oppositiondm sinful men, so that you will
not giow weay and lose hedr

1 Pet 4:12-1%Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial yoa swffering,
as though something strange wérappening to you. Bugjoice that you pdicipate
in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when hysiglevealed. If
you ae insulted because of the name of Christ, yeusessed, for the Spirit of glor
and of God ests on you.

1 Pet 4:16Howeveyif you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God
that you bear that name.

Psa 119:86 All your commands artrustwothy; help me, for men persecute me
without cause.
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II. 1John 0302 The Eternal Tansformation

There is the great hope and mystery of Gddve, the eternal transformation that
believersshall undego. Note the great declaration: “Dear friends, now we are children of
God.” It is not that we shall be Gadthildren; we are already Gedthildren. If we have
trusted and given our lives to Jesus Christ, wanavethe children of God. Now note the
declaration again: “Dear friends, now we are children of Ga&.’know what we are

now, but “we know that when he [Christ] appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is. The contrast is emphatic: we know what we are,tbevchildren of God,
butwe do not know what we shall be like when Christ returns. Oliver Greene has an
excellent statement on this point:

Luke 24:36-43While they wes still talking about this, Jesusmself stood among

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” Theyevgtatled and frightened,

thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Wteyyayu toubled, and why do

doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is | mymetfinie

and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see | have.” When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and fewet.while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anythbita degf?”

They gave him a piece ofdiled fish, and he took it and ate it in theiepence.

“We cannot understand a bgdypersonalitylike that, we cannatompehend
such temendous tith with these finite minds. Tleéore God did not explain in
detail what it will mean to be like Jesuse Will just wait and let Him show us
in that glorious esurection morning” Qliver GreeneThe Epistles of John.
Greenville, SCThe Gospel Hoyrl966, p. 12f).

Note the words: “When he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”
God is light; therefore, when we first see God face to face, His light will be

transmitted to us and we shall become light even as He isTightPulpit

Commentanhas an excellent explanation of this fact:

“W e shall be like hinrbecause we shall see hinGod is light (ch. 1:5), and
light is seen. In this life we cannot see the light of the Divine eé&dsrit is,’
but only as it iseflected: and theeflected light cannot transmit to us the
nature of the Divine original, though it ppaes us toeceive it. Hegafter the
sight, ‘face to facg(l Cor 13:12), of the Light itself will illuminate us thugh
and though, and we shall become like i&.(Plummer The Pulpit Commentgy
Vol. 22, p. 71).

The believer is to be made just like Christ, conformed to His weage.This
means that believers shall be like Christ in person and in charBelezvers
shall possess a perfect body and be{tigCor 15:5157)
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Eph 1:4; 4:24For he chose us in him be#the ceation of the world to be holy and
blameless- eternally

Eph 1:5He predestined us to be adopted as his sorauthin Jesus Christ; forever

1 Cor 15:49And just as we have borne the likeness of thihlganan, so shall we
bear the likeness of the maporr heaven(cp. Ph. 3:21; 1 Jn. 3:2)

This is a precious thought. It is more than just a general idea that believers are to be like
Christ. It is a definite idea the idea that what Christ is, believers shalllbe Scripture

says in Rom. 8:29, He is “a Sonii@¢s); so believers arsons(uioi). The Scripture also

says in Ph. 2:6, He was “in the very nature of Gedihforphdheol); so believers shall

be in thevery natue of Godisummorphdi. The believer is to haverature (morphg just

like thelikenesgeixon) of Christ— resemble Him in perfection as much as His very

image is stamped with perfectiorhe whole precious idea is that Jesus Christ took the
believer and purified and exalted him; therefore, the believer is to partake of the purity
and holiness of Christ (see notes, Rom. 8:29).

This much is known about the body that we shall receive: it will be a body just like
the body that Jesus Christ h@his is made abundantly clear by the glorious promises
of Scripture:

=> “Who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his camtidiansform
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious bddih. 3:21; cp. Mt. 13:43;
Rom. 8:17; Col. 3:4; ReR2:5).

=> We shall be “conformed to the likeness of His Son” (Rom. 8:29. Cp. I£49; 2
Cor. 3:18.)

=> “We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 Jn. 3:2).

The body of the believer is to undera radical change just as the Lerbdbdy was
radically changed. Several changes are promised the believer

1. The body will not be perishable but imperishable.
1 Cor 15:42The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable.

Our earthly body is corruptible, perishable; our resurrected body will be incorruptible,
imperishable. Corruptible, perishable means that our bodies age, deteriorate, die,
decay and decompose. But our heavenly bodies widlrdidically They shall be
incorruptible, imperishable: never age, never deteriorate, never die, never decay and
never decomposé&hey will be transformed and never perishey will be completely

free from defilement and depravifyom death and decay

1 John 3:01-03 6




Test 1: Experiencing Goslincredible

2. The body will not be a body of dishonour but a resurrected body of glory

1 Cor 15:43lt [the eatthly body] is sown in dishonaut is raised in gloy; it is sown
in weakness, it is raised in power

Our earthly body is buried in dishonour; our resurrected body will be raised in glory

Our body is dishonourable, and nothing shows the lsatighonour any more than its

death and burial. Every human body is ultimately shamed and disgraced, degraded and
deprived of all it has. Even human body is doomed to become nothing more than a
handful of din.Think about it. Nothing could be any more dishonourable than to take

the wonderful mechanism and beauty of a m@ody and see it become nothing more
than dirt.Yet that is exactly what happens.

But not the resurrected badyhe human body will be transformed into a body of
glory. Glory means to possess and to be fuperfect light,to dwell in the perfect
light, brilliance, splendoubrightness, lustre, magnificence, dignityajesty and grace
of God Himself.

3. The body will not be a body of weakness but a body of power

1 Cor 15:43lt [the earthly body] is sown in dishonaut is raised in gloy; it is sown
in weakness, it is raised in power

Our earthly body is buried in weakness; our resurrected body is raised in \dhwer

on earth our body is ever so weak: subject to sickness, disease, and a host of other
infirmities and limitations; and eventually it becomes so weak that it dies. In death the
human body is utterly powerless: helpless, devoid of any strength and capability
whatsoeverln death the human body is so powerless it is unable to lift a single finger
It can do nothing, absolutely nothing.

The resurrected bodkiowever is raised in poweit shall have a mind and body filled
with strength, might, health, authority and control. It will be a perfect,boayer
subject to disease, accident orfetihg. It will be a body so powerful that it will be
able to control its acts and the circumstances aroundlitfor good.

l1l. 1 John 0303 Motive: Purity Holiness

There is the great motive of Gedbve— purity. God wants a people just like Himself, a
people who are pure and holy and righteous just like Himself. God wants us living with
Him in fellowship and communion; He wants us worshipping and serving Him forever

and everThis is the reason God has saved us in Jesus Christ and given us the great hope
of being eternally transformed: all so that we can live with Him in glbwye keep our

eyes upon the great glory that lies ahead, it stirs us to live pure lives. God has done so
much for us— He has loved us with such an incredible levihat we are stirred to live as
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Christ lived.We are aroused to please God, aroused to live a godly life. God is going to
purify us, make us perfect in every sense of the word. In appreciation we must purify
ourselves noywvhile on this earthMe must seek to be pure even as Christ Jesus is pure.

This is the test, the proof that we love God: Do we understand the incredible love of God?
Are we stirred to live pure lives because of His incredible love for us?

Mat 5:8 “Blessed ae the pure in hedyfor they will see God.”

Acts 22:16'And now what a& you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your
sins awaycalling on his name.’

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopnises, dear friends, let us purdyrselves fm
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness oetvelence
for God.

1 Tim 1:5 The goal of this command is love, which coma® fa pue heat and a
good conscience and a sinedaith.

2 Tim 2:211f a man cleanses himselbfn the latterhe will be an instrment for
noble purposes, made hplseful to the Master andgpaed to do any good work.

Heb 9:14How much mae, then, will the blood of Christ, who tlugh the eternal
Spirit offeled himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciermasafts that lead
to death, so that we may serve the living God!

Heb 12:14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the dor

James 4:8Come near to God and he will come near to yoastW\your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

1 Pet 1:16For it is written: “Be holy because | am haly

2 Pet 3:1 Since everthing will be destyyed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? du ought to live holy and godly lives.

2 Pet 3:14So then, dear friends, since yowedooking foward to this, make
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

1 John 3:3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he & pur

Isa 1:16Wash and make yourselves cleaakd your evil deeds out of my sighty (s
doing wiong.

Jer 4:140 Jewsalem, wash the evildim your hearand be saved. How long will you
harbour wicked thoughtsiii
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TESTZ2: TURNING AWAY FROM SIN
AND ITS ENSLA/JEMENT
1 buHn 03:04-09

Introduction

Do we really love GodThere are six tests that show Thkis is the second test: Have we
turned away from sin? Have we been born of God?

=> If we live in sin, if we are enslaved by the habits of sin, this is a clear sign we do not
love God. But if we have turned away from sin, if the habits of sin have been broken
by Christ and permanently conquered in our lives, this is a clear sign that we love God.

=> If we have been born of God, if we have patrticipated in the dhahare of God, then
we love God. If we have not been born of God, if we have not participated in the
divine nature of God, then we do not love God.

When we love someone, we want to know and pleaseVinwant his approval and
acceptance; therefore, we do all we can to please him. So it is with God. If we love Him,
we want to know Him and please HiWve want His approval and acceptance; therefore,

we do all we can to please Him. God is righteous; He is pure andrhelg is no sin in

Him at all. Therefore, the person who loves God lives a righteous life, a pure and holy life.

He does not live in sin; he does not practice sin. He lives in righteousness and he practices
righteousness. He does all he can to please Him whom he-ldties_ord God Himself.

This is the second test, the test that shows whether or not we love God. Have we turned
away from sin? Have the habits of sin been broken and conquered in our lives? Have we
been truly born again by the Spirit of God?

|.  The need for deliverance: man is sinful4y.

[I. The provision for deliverance: Christ took away our sing§)v
[ll. The proof of deliverance (v8-7).

IV. The great conquest of Christ in deliverance3jv

V. The result of deliverance: being freed from living in simBjv

. 1John 0304 Man is Sinful

There is the need for deliverance. Man is sinful and he breaks thedawvpeople like to

be called asinner Some people even react to the statement that memaers.There is

a reason for thislo most people sin is thought to be the gross sins of spitietgrimes

that make the headlines of our newspapers and teleEastsins committed by most

people are not thought to be that serious. Most people think that what little wrong they do
could never be interpreted as Siherefore, to them they only commit...
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e amistake e ashortcoming o afailure
e apsychological quirk « a flaw of nature * abad decision
e anirrational act » asocial flaw

This is not what sin is, not to God and not to the Bible. Sin ithiessnesdt is
violating the law of God.

=> Sin is choosing to go oreebwn way in life, doing ong’own thing instead of doing
what God says.

=> Sin is living like one wants instead of living like God says.
=> Sin is disobeying God, not doing what God says to do and doing what God says not to do.
=> Sin is disbelieving God instead of believing what God says.

=> Sin is ignoring God and neglecting God instead of following and worshipping Him as
He says.

=> Sin is rebelling against God instead of doing what God says.

=> Sin is rejecting God and denying God instead of confessing God and becoming a
follower of God.

And note: God is perfectherefore, only perfection is acceptable to Gidus is

shocking; nevertheless it is true. If God lets anything less than perfection into heaven,
then heaven would no longer be perfétierefore, God can never accept anything

other than perfectiorhis is what sin is: imperfection — falling short of Gedlory

and of Gods perfect nature. Consequentiyan not only does things that come short

of God’s perfection; man himself is short of Gediature.

=> Man is a sinneHe himself isshott of God$ glory, shot of perfectionTherefore,
whatever he does is short of God; nsaacts are imperfedit the very root of things,
this is what sin is: it is imperfection; it is being and coming short of &gidry and
nature. It is not only that we do things that are short of perfection, but we ourselves are
short of Goas glory short by nature, short of what we should be.

=> Man is not only a sinnghe is sinfulThe reason he is sinful is because hetinalken
Gods law If he had never broken the law of God, then he would have dwelt in the
perfect nature of God. He would have always obeyed God; therefore, he would have
lived in the glory of God and never come short of Gadll and nature. It was
lawlessness, going against Getiw and nature, that caused the fall of man.
Therefore, sin is lawlessness, disobeying Gtaly falling short of what God says.

Rom 3:10-19As it is written: “Thee is no one righteous, not even one; ¢hiemo one
who understands, no one who seeks @ddhave turned awayhey have together
become wdhless; thee is no one who does good, not even oflheir throats ae

open graves; their tongues practice deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
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“Their mouths ae full of cursing and bitterness.” “Their feeteaswift to shed blood;
ruin and misey mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not.kfidker e is

no fear of God befertheir eyes.” Now we know that whatettee law says, it says to
those who a under the lawso that ever mouth may bsilenced and the whole
world held accountable to God.

Rom 3:23For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

Gal 3:22But the Scriptug declaes that the whole world is a prisonafrsin, so that
what was pomised, being given thugh faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those
who believe.

1 John 1:8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

1 John 5:4For eveyone born of God oveomes the world. This is the vicgdhat
has ovecome the world, even our faith.

1 John 5:17AH wrongdoing is sin, and theris sin that does not lead to death.

Gen 6:5TheLorp saw how geat mars wickedness on the ¢lahad become, and that
every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.

Psa 53:3Everyone has turned awathey have together becomeremt; there is no one
who does good, not even one.

Prov 20:9Who can say‘| have kept my heapure; | am clean and without sin”?

Isa 53:6We all, like sheep, have gone astragich of us has turned to his own way;
and theL.orp has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Isa 64:6All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts ar
like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away

1 bun 03:04 SN

Everyone who sins leaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessnelssohn 03:04

There are a number of Hebrew words and a number of Greek words for sin in the
Bible. A literal translation of the major words will show the meaning of sin.

1.

2. Sin is missing the mark, falling short of the glory of God (see Rom. 3:23).

Sin is unbelief, the failure to believe God (Mt. 13:58; 17:20; Rom. 3:3; 4:20;
11:20, 23; ITim. 1:13; Heb. 3:12, 19).

Sin is erroy making a mistake; a wandering of the right path (Rom. |:27; Jas.
5:20; 2 Pet. 2:18; 3:17; Judé)l
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4. Sin is ungodliness and unrighteousness (Rom. 12261 2Tim. 2:16;Tit. 2:12;
Jude 15, 18).

5. Sin is transgression, a stepping outside the law (Rom. 3:23; 4:15; 5:13, 20: Heb.
2:2;9:15).

Sin is trespassing, intruding where one should not go (see Eph. 2:1).
Sin is disobedience, a refusal to listen and hear and do (Eph. 2:2; 5:6; Col. 3}6).

Sin is lawlessness, rebellion, a rejection of Gawdll and law(1 Jn. 3:4).

© © N ©

Sin is iniquity doing evil, an inward contempt that leads to the continual practice
of sin (Mt. 7:23; Rom. 6:19; Zh. 2:3. Cp. Rom. [:223.)

All men have sinned (Rom. 3:23). Sin first entered the world thrAdgim (Rom.

5:12). Because of sin, all men are spiritually dead, forewet are destined to die
physically (Rom. 6:23; cp. Gen. 2:17; 3:19; Ezk. 18:4, 20). But there is a deliverance
from sin and from its penalty the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12; Heb.
9:26). (Seesin, 2 Pet. 1:4.)—

II. 1John 0305 Deliverance through the Death of Jesus

There is the provision for deliverance. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth to take
away our sins. How is this possible? How is it possible for Christ to actually remove our
sins and take them away so that God can accept us? By living a sinless life. Note the
words of the verse: “in Him is no sinWhen Jesus Christ came to earth as a Man, He

lived a sinless life. He was perfectly righteous, the very embodiment of righteousness. He
secured the perfect and ideal righteousness; He was the Perfect and |d&didviefiore

as the Ideal Man, whatever Jesus Christ did could stand for and covét/hatrdoes

this mean? Simply this: when Jesus Christ died, His death was the perfect sacrifice for
sins. He was the Perfect Man so He was able to die as the perfect sacrifice. God was able
to accept His death as the perfect sacrifice for sins.

What happens is thigvhen we really believe in Jesus Christ, God counts the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ for us. God no longer sees our sins, for Jesus Christ took them and died for
them.They are thereby removed from us, and we are counted free ©heijnare gone
forever because Jesus Christ took them upon Himself and died for them. Consgquently
being free of sin, we become acceptable to God.

Thought 1.This is the great love of God for man, the giving of His Son to die for the
sins of man. If a person truly loves God, then geaison bows in humble adoration
before Gods Son.The person loves God because God sacrificed His own Son in order
to save marirhis is the test of our love for God: Have we turned from sin tosGeah?
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John 3:16-17“For God so loved the world that he gave his one anly Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have etdifeaFFor God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the woddghrhim.”

2 Cor 5:21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

1 Tim 1:15Here is a tustwothy saying that desees full acceptancehrist Jesus
came into the world to save sinnerf whom | am the worst.

Heb 9:28So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he
will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who ar
waiting for him.

1 Pet 1:18-1%or you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you wex redeemed &m the empty way of life handed down to yomfyour
forefathers, but with the pcious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thes#, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

1 John 3:5But you know that he appes so that he might take away our sisd in
him is no sin.

1 John 0306-07 Proof of Deliverance: Living in Christ

There is the proof of deliverand® person lives, abides in Christ if he has turned from
sin.When we accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour from sin, we bdgia to Him.
Remember whdiving in Christmeans: to dwell, continue, stapjourn and rest in
Christ. It means to live and move and have our being in CWMesjust begin to live and
dwell in Christ, all that He is and all that He taught. Note three points.

1.

If we live in Christ, we do not continue to sin. If we have really accepted Jesus Christ
as our Savioymwe love Him because He died for us. Christ paid such an enormous
price to take away our sins that we want to please Wiendare not do anything to hurt

Him or cause Him pain; therefore, we do all we can to please Hienmajor thing

we do is to turn away from sin and begin living in Christ. Our desire is not to walk in
sin, but to turn away from sin and to break the habits of st for Him, all because

our hearts and lives now belong to Him who has loved us and given Himself for us.

Thought 1.This is the proof of whether or not we love God: Have we accepted
Jesus Christ as our Saviour from sikr@ we living, abiding, moving, and having

our being in Him, in all that He is and in all that He taught? Have we turned away
from sin, from practicing and living in sin?
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2. If we sin, then we have not seen Christ, neither known Hiis. does not mean that
we have to be perfect to be saved fromBire Greek means this: if we continue in
sin, if we go on sinning and sinning, then we do not really know CAriatie believer
is still short of Gods glory; he still sins. He is still human flesh; therefore, he cannot
keep from sinning — not all of the time, not perfedByt sin is not the dominant
focus of his life. He does not keep his mind on the comforts and pleasures and
possessions of this life. His focus is Jesus Christ and His mission of righteousness and
salvation. He gives of himself, all he is and has, to reach people for Christ and to
minister to the desperate needs of the world. He works and labours and then keeps on
working and labouring for righteousness and love upon the earth. But note: the person
whose focus is still on the world and its pleasures and possessibagerson who
continues to sir-that person has not seen Jesus Christ, neither known Him. Once a person
sees Jesus Christ, once a person really knows Christ, that person focuses upon and gives
his life to Christ. He turns away from sin and turns and follows Jesus Christ. He lives
in Christ. He lives and moves and has his being in Christ, in all that Christ taught.

3. We can be deceived about the matter of sin and righteousness. Many think that they
are saved and acceptable to God because they have...

e professed Christ * been baptized * joined the church
e attended church » fellowshipped with Christians
* read the Bible e praya

They think that if they do these things they can live like they Wénay think that

they can go ahead and enjoy a few of the wehasures and continue to seek after
more and more of the worklcomforts and possessioAsd they think that God will
still accept them. But note this verse:

Dear childen, do not let anyone lead you astrely who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteoys. 7)

The only person who is acceptable to God is the person who lives rightedusly
follows after the righteousness of Jesus ChFiseé demand of Jesus Christ is clear

Luke 9:23Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up hisass daily and follow me.”

Thought 1.Any person who follows Jesus Christ has to deny himself; he has to die to
self. He has to give all he is and has to live righteoAslg righteous living does not

just mean living pure and clean lives. It means treating other people rightéausigins
reaching out and helping all people, giving all we are and have to help them. It means
not being unjust by hoarding and keeping more than we need. It means giving and
living sacrificially to help those who are dying because they lack thenbaessities
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of life. It means sacrificing all in order to carry forth the glorious message of salvation
from sin, death and the judgment to come.

1 John 3:7Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astrelg who does what is
right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Mat 5:20“For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the layou will cetainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Rom 10:3Since they did not know the righteousness that com@s@od and sought
to establish their own, they did not submit to Gaodjhteousness.

Phil 1:11 Filled with the fuit of righteousness that comesangh Jesus Christ to
the glory and praise of God.

1 Cor 15:54When the perishable has been clothed withitmgerishable, and
the motal with immotality, then the saying that is written will comeer “Death has
been swallowed up in victpt

1 Tim 6:11 But you, man of God, fleeoim all this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.

Titus 2:12It teaches us to séio” to ungodliness and worldly passioasd to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in thisgsent age.

2 Pet 3:1 Since eveything will be destryed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? ou ought to live holy and godly lives.

1 John 3:6No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin
has either seen him or known him.

2 John 1:9Anyone whouns ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ
does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.

IV. 1John 0308 Saan Cast Out by Jesus Christ

There is the great conquest of Christ in deliverance. Note two significant points.

1.

The person who sins @f the devilThis is a shocking statement to some people, but
Jesus Christ put it even more clearly:

John 8:44“You belong to your fathethe devil and you want to agrout your

fathers desie. He was a mderer from the beginning, not holding to thettn, for

there is no tuth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar
and the father of lies.”
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What does this mean? Note the words ftbmbeginningThis means that Satan was
the first person to ever sin. He began sin. He was the first person who ever rebelled
against God and disobeyed Goterefore, every person who sins is akin to Satan. He
is following after Satan, in the footsteps of Satan. Morally and spiritually he is the
offspring, the child of Satan.

One thing is sure: sin is not of God. God is not the Father of sin and evil and
corruption and deatfhe devil is the father of such thing$erefore when we sin, we

are not following after the Father of love and righteousness, we are following after the
father of sin and death. Our behaviour is@foBod,it is of the devillt is by sin that

we become...

« followers of the devil
e children of the devil
e servants of the devil

It is by sin that we have separated ourselves from God. It is sin that causes us to die
and that is going to bring judgment upon us. It is sin that causes the righteousness and
justice of God to fall upon us. It is sin that is going to separate the sinner from God for
eternity This is the reason God hates sin so much. God created man to live with Him,
and sin has cut manfdfom God and doomed man to be cutfofever But this is

the glorious gospel: God is perfect love; He is the sovereign Mailestgerfect

Intelligence and Power of the universéerefore, God knows what to do about sin

and He has the power to do it. God knows how to save man, and He is able to save
man. God knows how to destroy the works of Satan and He is able td ks is the
discussion of the second point.

2. This was the very purpose for the Son of God coming to earth, that He might destroy
the devils work.The devils work is destroyed by the death of Jesus Christ. His
power rule and reign over lives is now destroyedll by the death of Jesus Christ.

a. Satans$ powerto chage men with sils now “cast out.” Men now have the power to
escape the penalty of sin. Christ took the sins of men upon Himself and paid the
penalty for their sin. He died for the sins of the world.

1 Pet 2:24He himself bag our sins in his body on thee&, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

Rom 8:33Who will bring any chage against those whom God has chosen? It is God
who justifies.

b. Satan$ powerto cause deatls now “cast out.” Men no longer have to die. Christ died
for man,became mas’substitute in death.
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Heb 2:14-15Since the childrn have flesh and blood, he too sthin their humanity
so that by his death he might desthim who holds the power of deathihat is, the
devil— and free those who all their lives veeheld in slaver by their fear of death.

c. Satan$ powerto cause men to be separateahfrGodis now cast out. Men no longer
have to go to hell. Christ was separated from féodnan(see note, Mt. 27:489).
Man can now live forever with God.

1 Pet 3:18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesusnfrthe dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ fsm the dead will also give life to your nedrbodies though his
Spirit, who lives in you.

d. Satans powerto enslave mewith the habits of sin and shame is now “cast out.” By
His death, Christ made it possible for man to be freed fronTB&believercleansed
by the blood of Christ, becomes a holy temple unto God, a temple fit for the presence
and power of God’ Spirit. Man can now conquer the enslaving habits of sin by the
power of Gods Spirit.

1 Cor 6:19-2(o you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you haveeceived fom God? 8u ale not youown; you weg bought at a price.
Theefore honour God with your body

1 John 4:4You, dear childen, ae fom God and have ovame them, because the
one who is in you is gater than the one who is in the world.

(See notes, Jn. 12:38B; SeeJudgement of @ld, Man Jn. 12:31Judgement of
Satan,Jn. 16:1; notes, Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:115.)

V. 1John 0309 The Result of Deliverance

There is the result of deliverandéne believer is free from living in and practicing sin.

Note: the verlio sinis in the present tensk sinmeans to continue in sin; to constantly

sin; to practice sin; to habitually sin; to live in Slilnis needs to be clearly understood.
Scripture is not saying that a person reaches sinless perfection while on earth. No person
can achieve the perfection of God and His gl&wych is utter nonsense according to
Scripture. By his very nature, man is short of Gaglory and perfection (see note, 1 Jn.
3:4).What then is the meaning of the words, “no one...born of God will continue to sin”
and “he cannot go on sinning”?

A.T. Robertson, the great Greek schadaiys this: “he cannot go on sinning.” Robertson
adds, “Paul has precisely the same idea in Rom. 6:1...‘shall we continue ifW&ird”
Pictures In The Newektament\ol. 6, p. 223)TheAmplified New Testament has the
correct idea based upon the Greek:
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“No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately and knowingly] habitually practices
sin, for Gods natue abides in him- His principle... emains permanently within him
— and he cannot practiciinning because he is born (begotten) of God.” (I Jn. 3:9)

Once the divine seed or nature of God has been implanted within the hehievezliever
cannot go on living in sin. He cannot continue and continue to sin; he cannot practice sin
habitually The divine nature of God will pester and provoke the believer and convict him

to the point that he cannot stand it. If he continues on and on in sin, it is clear evidence
that he has never been born of Gbide genuine believer loves God because of what God
has done for him in Christ. God has loved man in the most supreme way possible, by
giving up His Son to die for maiherefore the believer loves God, loves Him with all

his heart, and he wants to please God. It is also this that keeps the genuine believer away
from sin. Remember what Joseph said when Potipkafe tempted him:

Gen 39:9“°No one is geater in this house than | am. My master has withheld nothing
from me except you, because yaifas wife. How then could | do such a wicked
thing and sin against God?”

Note what it is that frees the believer from sin: being bom of God, possessirgy God’
seed within himWhat is the Seed of God?

=>|t is the seed of the new birth.

John 3:3-5In reply Jesus declad, “I tell you the tuth, no one can see the kingdom
of God unless he is born again.” “How can a man be born when he is old?”
Nicodemus asked. “Selly he cannot enter a second time into his méhgomb to be
born!” Jesus answed, “I tell you the tuth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”

2 Cor 5:17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a neveation; the old has gone,
the new has come!

=> |t is the seed of the new person, the new self.

Eph 4:24And to put on the new selfeated to be like God inue righteousness and
holiness.

Col 3:10And have put on the new self, which is beergwed in knowledge in the
image of its Ceator

=>1t is the divine nature.

2 Pet 1:4Through these he has given us hispygeat and peciouspromises, so that
through them you may piagipate in the divinanature and escape the aaption in
the world caused by evil dess.

=>|t is the imperishable, incorruptible seed of Gatlord.
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1 Pet 1:23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring wabiof God.

Another way to say the same thing is this: the seed of God within the believer is the
Holy Spirit, the very Spirit of God Himself. It is He who helps the believer to conquer
sin and to keep from sinning. It is the Spirit of God who stirs the believer to love and
focus upon Christ and His mission instead of upon the world and its pleasures and
possessions. It is the Spirit of God who stirs the believer not to sin.

William Barclay in his incisive way of expressing truth, says that Jotiscussion of
sin can be stated in four stages.

a. “The ideal is that in the new age sin is gone for.&ver

b. “Christians must try to make that true, and, with the help of Christ, they must struggle
to avoid individual acts of sin, occasional lapses into that which is wrong, temporary
departures from goodness.”

c. “In point of fact all men do have these lapses, and, when they have them, they must
humbly confess them to God, who will alwaygjfee the penitent and the contrite heart.”

d. “But, in spite of that, no Christian can possibly be a deliberate and a consistent sinner;
no Christian can make sin the policy of his life; no Christian can live a life in which
sin is dominant and decisive in all his actions. He may have lapses, but he cannot live
in sin as the very atmosphere of his life.”

Barclay continues:

“John is not setting beferus hee a terifying perfectionism, in which he is
demanding a life which is totally and absolutely without sin; but he is demanding
a life which is ever on the watch against sin, a life which ever fights the battle of
goodness, a life which hasver surendeed to sin, a life in which sin is not the
permanent statdut only the temporary aberration, a life in which sin is not the
normal accepted wayput the abnormal moment of defeat. John is not saying
thatthe man who abides in God cannot sin; but he is saying that the man who abides
in God cannot continue to be a consistmd deliberate sinner{The Letters of

John and Jude. 96f).

1 John 2:1-2My dear childen, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our deféerses

Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

1 John 1:6-10If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie
and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
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fellowship with one anotheand the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies osfall sin.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and wilgfee us our sins and purify usm

all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and
his wod has no place in our lives.

1 John 5:4For eveyone born of God oveomes the world. This is the vicgdhat
has ovecome the world, even our faith.

2 Cor 7:1Since we have theseopnises, dear friends, let us purdyrselves fm
eventhing that contaminates body and spirit, perfectioginess out ofaveence for
God.

Heb 12:14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the Idor

1 Pet 1:16For it is written: “Be holy because | am haly

2 Pet 3:1 Since everthing will be destyyed in this waywhat kind of people ought
you to be? ou ought to live holy and godly livell
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